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JREFACE. 



. TnB present work wa& commenced at the argent 
reqacst of several of- Dr. Bminerd's fricnda, and 
prepared chiefly for* their gratification. It is a 
venture in a new field, and has been written nndcr . 
many disadvantages, with frequent interruptions 
from impaired health and family changes, which at 
one time would make writiilg difficult and at 
another impossible. Kcmovcd from all the asso- 
ciations of the post, and without the opportunity 
of asking connse\ or assistance from any one, it 
will not be surprising if /brrors of judgment and 
defects in execu^n should be apparent; but the 
writer is encouraged by the belief that the personal 
friends, for whom it is designed, will not become 
severe critics. , The generous contributions from 
Dr. Brainerd's ministerial brethren constitute the 
chiif attraction of the book, and will be heartily 
appreciated by his friends, as they are here most 
gratefully acknowledged by the writer. 

. (V) 



VI 



PREFACE. 



The chapter on the Division of the Presbyterian 
Church was written before the Reunion; and, in 
the simple narration of facts, the writer has aimed 
to avoid everything approaching .to acrimony or 
bitterness, 9s none certainly existed in the heart of 
th^ubject of this biography. 

The oblivious wave of time closes so soon over 
those who fall in its current, that it is hoped this 
imperfect effort to rescue the earnest life of a man 
who made it his daily prayer that "the world 
. might be the better for his living in it" — may not 
be wholly in vain. MB 

*^ r 

PhiladKLpbia, Mareh^ 1870. ' ^ ' 
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CHAPTER I. 

AT(CE8TRT — BIBTH— .CnitDHOOD. 

I'^IIE Genealogy qf the Brainerd Faniily was published in 
-L 1857, by the Rev. David D. Field, D.D., of Stock- ' 
bridge, Mnss., in a volume of three hundred pages. Dr. 
Field was for twenly-eiglit years pastor »f the churches of 
Iladdani and Iligganum — the Homestead of the Brainerd 
family. Jle gives abundant proof in the^ historical records 
of the respect and affection in which the family were held, 
many of \v'hom were reared under his own eye as mem- 
bers of the churches to which he ministered. Eight years 
later, in 1865, the publication of the "Life of Kev. John 
Brainerd," by the subject of the present biography, led 
the author to single out, for personal and family consider- 
tions, one particular line of ancestry, from which is now 
drawn a still more direct lineage with reference to thf 
parentage of the Rev. Thomas Brainerd. 

For the information of such as have seen neither Dr. 
Field's Qencalogy nor the ^ife of Rev. John Brainerd, it 
i$ proper to state, briefly, that a little bov, eight years of 

2 - ' (») 
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»ge, named Daniel Brainerd, came over from Exeter, Eng- 
land, in the yoar 1649, with the Wyllis family, who settled 
in Hartford, Conn. At the age of twenty-one, in company 
with twenty-Bcven other yoang men about his own age, 
Daniel Brainerd w^nt thirty miles below Hartford, and 
selected a tract of land twelve miles vqaare, comprehend- 
ing equal portions on each side of the Connecticut River. 
TBe* name of Haddam was given to the new settlement, 
and Daniel Brainerd located Uis estate abont two miles 
above the present village of Beldam ; and his property > 
has remained with his descendants nearly two hundred > 
years, to the present generation. He aided to found the 
first chnrch of Haddam, which he served as deacon. Dr. 
Field says of hiiu : " Ucl became the proprietor and pettier 
of Haddam about 1662, and was a prosperous, influential, 
and very respectable man — a justice of peace in the town, 
and a deacon in tl^ church." 

In 1664, Daniel Brainerd married Hann&h Spencer. He 
bad eight children. His youngest son, Hkzbkiah, was the 
father of the missi6nary brothers, David and John Brai- 
nerd. Jamcs, the second kon, was the ancestor of Rev. 
Thomas Brainerd. He was born June 2d, 1669, and was 
married Aprir 1st; 1696. He had a large family of chil- 
dren ; the third child, Qideon, being the next in descent 
in relation to the subject of this memoir. Tlideon Brainerd 
was born March 4th, 1700. Ho married Sarah Scldon, 
and left five children. His third son, Euakim, born 
1732, married (first) Eunice Doane, June 7th, 1753, who 
left one child, Jesse Brainerd, born March 4th, 1754 — 
the father of Rev. Thomas Brainerd. 

In a quiet, shaded gravo-yard, on the hill near Haddam, 
the ancestors and descendants of five generations sleep 
side by side. Of no place in our country, Wsides a New 
England village, could this be said ; and only hero before 
the last half century. The enterprise and immigration of 
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fifty years have scattered the descendants of the Pilgrhns 
through the leiip^th and breadth of this vast countl^y.* 

Jesse Brainerd married Mary Thomas, daughter of Rbe- 
nexer Thomas, May 23d, 1776. They lived ip Haddani 
until the fall of 180:1, when they removed to Leyden, 
Lewis Coonty, New York. Eleven children were born^O 
them before their removal, and one afterward. 

Thomas BaAiNiao was the youngest of these twelve 
children, and was born June 17th, 1804, — the yean aftef 

' his father '» removal to New York. ' He was called 
" Thomas," after the fumilyuame of his mother. Being 

.four years younger than the first child above him, and 
nine younger than the second, he was emphatically to his 
parents, the child of their old age. His father was a grave, 
silent, reflective man, — of a thorough Puritati type; severe 
in his views of duty, and stem in his adherence to 
principle. • 

* The fullowing InMriptloni were oo]ii(i<l by R«r. Tbomy Br«lii*rd 
blnmlf from the tombttonu of bit own dircot linakl anMstry of Tonr 
K«n«ratiaiia, an tbt; reit tido by Hide, in tba^ama grare-j*rd at Uaddapi. 
Xba uconrrtnoo ii m uneommon u ii ii iDttratting. 

"Hare lyalh ya body uf Dauon Daxiil Bbaixkid; aged 74 yaan. 
Wbodied April I, 1715." 

" Hare lie> intarrad tha body of Deaaoii Jahu BaAlxiRD, who died 
Fab. tOlh, 174!,; aged 73 yaan." 

'■ In manory of Captain Oidios Buahkro, who died BepL litb, 17A7| 
in ya S8th year of his age." 

" llarli, what a •olamn KinDd, ,/ 

Let friend* attend ya ery ; ,, 

, Come ebildren view ya ground. 

Where you nuet ahortly lie." 

* Tn memory of Deacon Eliakiii BaAixaan, who died June I7tb, 18)5; 
aged 81. ' Bletaed are the dead who die la the Lord.' " 

JataK Brainkid, of the Unh generation from Uan'al Brainerd, wai In- 
terred In Lewie County, New Vork, ia 1837, agad 84, after a realdeB** 
thera of thlrty-fonr yean. • . ■ 
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Ocoiipyinj? a new country, where every provinlon of 
necessity and comfort were wrested from tlie wilderiteM 
by bard labor, and where " laborers were few," the chil- 
dren o^ a family were early arcuHtonied to nhare the toil 
and reRponsibilitieg of their parents. A Hketcb of the 
early life and training of Thoniaa Brainerd cannot In> 
better furnlMbed than'by a trangcript of his own narrative, 
in stating the influences wliich iMjre upon the early char- 
acter of David and John HrainerU. In od^ierence to the 
plan of making this memoir, as far as possible, an autobi- 
ography, no apology is needed for introducing it here. 

In^ the memorial sermon preached by the Rev. Albert 
Barnes, on the death of Dr. Brainerd, ho says : " In re- 
spect to his own early training, I cannot be wrong in 8U|>- 
posiiig that his account, in his 1th of John Brainerd — in 
accordance with the grncrul course of family discipline in 
New Kngland — was dvrivea from what occurred substan- 
tiully in his own father's house." 

When writing this Bketcli for his book. Dr. Braiilerd 
said repeated!}' in bis home circle, that he ha<J drawn a 
true portrait of his own family training, — while reproduc- 
ing and perpetuating the century model of other days. 

"We had enforced on us in enrly life, with too little 
effect, we fear, many of the principles which formed the 
characters of David ond John Brainerd one hundred and 
fifty years ag- 

"A boy was early taught a profound respect for his 
parents, teachers, and guardians, and implicit, prompt 
obedience. If he undertook to rebel, his will was broken 
by persistent and adequate punishment. He was accus- 
tomed, every morning and evening, to bow at the family 
altar; and the Bible was his ordinary reading-book in 
school. He was never allowed to close his eyes iu sleep 
without prayer on his pillow. 

"At a suflBciont age, no caprice, slight illness, or any ^ 
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condition of rotds or weather, wu allowed to detain bim 
from church. In the aanctuary he was required to be 
frave, strictly attentive, and able on his return at least to 
iHve the tait Froni.sundowiv Saturday evening until 
the Salibath stinset, his 8|tort8 were all suspendinl, and all 
aecular readint; laid aside, while the Bible, the New Eng- 
land Primer, Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progresa, Baitor's 8aint'a 
Rest, etc., were comrod'nded to his ready attention and 
cbeArruliy |»ored over. 

, " He was taught that hia blessings were abundant and 
nndeservod, his evils relatively few and merited, and that 
he was not only bound to contentment, but gratitude. He 
was taught that time was a talent to bo always i<nproved; 
that industry was a cardinal virtue, and lasincss the worst 
form ot origin^ sin. Hence he must rise early, and make 
himself useful before he went to school ;' must be diligent 
there in studi[, and be promptly homo to do ' chores' at 
evening. His whole time out of school must Iw fliled up 
by some «i>rvice — such as bringing \H fuel for the day, 
cutting potatoes for the sheep, feeding the swine, water- 
ing tlie horses, picking the berries, gathering the vegetables, 
spooling the yarn, and running all errands.' He wa»ex- 
pected never to be reluctant, and not often tired. 

" He was taught that it was a sin to find fault with bis 
meals, his apparel, bis tasks, or his lot in life. Labor ho 
was not allowed to regard as a burden, nor abstinence from 
any improper indulgence as a hardship. His clothes, 
woolen and linen, for summer and winter, were mostly 
spun, woven, and made up by his mother and sisters at 
home; and, as he saw the whole laborious process of their 
fabrication, be was jubilant and grateful for two suits, with 
bright buttons, a year. Rents ~Were carefully closed and 
boles patched in the 'every-day' dross, and the Sabbath 
dress always kept new and fresh. ' 

" He was expected early to have the 'stops and marks,' 
2* 
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Aho 'abbreviations,' tho 'miilti|»licatian talilo,' the 'ten 
commandmentt),' tho 'Lonl'ii Prayer,*' and the 'Shorter 
Catechiiini,' at hiri tonguoV end. 

" Courtofiy wns ui\jui^ii*d nA n duly. He ntUHt be Hilcnt 
allying his MU|ieriorit. If addn^MiWMl by older imthohm, be 
uiu^t n>8|M>nd with a iiuM'. Itu waH to bow ati ho entereii 
and left I lie gohoiil, and In>w to every man or woman, old 
or young, rivh or |M>or, blark or white, whtim ho met on 
tho road. 8|MH!ia| punitthnieiit wah viititeii on him if he 
failed to i«how reM|ici;t to the aji^l, the |Mtor, tlie eolore«l, 

'.or to any 'pcrttona whatever whom (}od had visitini with 
inBrniilie«. He wan tliuH luiight to stand in awe of thu 
rifrhtH of humanity. 

" HoneMty waH urged afl a religiouH duty, and unpaid 
deblH were representiHl 88 infamy. Ho wan allowe^l to lie 
Hharp at a bargain, to shudder at de|iendenee, but titill to 
prefer poverty to deot^ption or fraud. His industry was 
not urged .by poverty b^ by duty. Those who imposed 
upon him early responflibility and restraint Kul the way 
by their example, and eoraiAended this exa'iiiple by tho 
prosperity of their fortunes and the respectability of their 
position, as the result of their virtues. He felt that they 
governed and restrained him for his good, and not tlieir 
own. 

" He learned to identify himself with tho interests he 
waa set to promote. He claimed every acre of his father'a ' 
ample farm, and every horse and ox and cow and sheep 
liecame constructively his, and he had a name for each. 
The waving harvests, the garnered sheaves, the gathered 
fruits, were all his own. And besides these, he hod h'a 
individual treasures. . He knew every trout hole in the 
streams; he was groat in building dams, snaring rabbits, 
trapping squirrels, and gathering chestnuts and walnuts 
" for winter store. Days of election, training, thanksgiving, 
and scbooMntermigsions were bright spots in his life. His 
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Ion; winter evenings, made rherrful 'by sparkling flri>s 
williin, and cold t-lear xkies, and ietscruxU'd plains, and 
fniwii Hireaniri for lilx al«d and MkotisH, wore rull of onjojr- 
nient. And then liu wa<i iKVtnl liy thoHii wlioiu'lie could 
n«8|H«t, and (■lu-vred by that fulurv for wliich hu was being 
|ire|iared. Ruligion he was taaght to rogani as a neres- 
sity and luxury, an well an a duty. He was daily brouglit 
ii\to i!otiteni|tlat!i>n of tliii Infinite, and made to regard b,im- 
Hulf as ever on I he brink ufan emlless Unng. With a<nH>p 
Mnso of obligatiou, a keen, nensitive conscience, and a ten- 
der heart, the grvbt truths of religion apiM-ared" in his eyo 
as sublime, awful, practieal n>alities, compored with which . 
earth watf nothing. Thus hu was made brave before 
men fur the right, while he lay in the dost before God. 

" Such was lladdani training one hundred years ago, 
Some may lilt their hands in horror at this picture, but it 
was a process which made moral heroes. It exhibited a 
society in which wcaltlt existed without idleness or profli- 
gacy; social elevation without arrogance; lalwr without 
degradation ; and a piety which, by its energy and martyr 
endurance, could shake the world. 

" We are not to sup|M)se that Imyhood passed, under 
these influenci^s was gloomy or joyless: fur from it. Its 
activity was bliss; its growth was a spring of life; its 
achievements were victories. Each day garnered some 
beneBt; and rising life, marked by successive accumula- 
tions, left a smile on the conscience, and bright and reason- 
aide hopes for the future. 

" We might have desired that this Puritan training had 
loft childhood a little larger indulgence, — had looked with 
interest at present enjoyment as well as at future good,— 
bad smiled a little more lovingly on the lunocont gamltols, 
the ringing laughter, the irrepressible mirth of boyhood ; 
and had frowned less severely on imperfections clinging 
to humau nature itself. We might think that, by inslst- 
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'inf too maeb on olilig«tioa and too little on priviloge,— 
too much on the law and too little on the KO'pel. — too 
niveh on the aeveritjr and too little on the ffuoduoHd of the 
Deity, — the conecience mar have hern Hiimulated at the 
rxpenao of the aOSections, and men iltted for another world 
M an unnecessary sarriflce of their aralal>ility and happi- 
ness in the present life. 

" But in tearing this Puritan training, the world had 
' gone farther and faroo worse.' To re|Mress the iniquity 
of the age and land, — to save the young men for them- 
■elves, ttieir country, and Ihoir Qod, — I believe we shall 
gain most, not by humoring childhood's caprices and sneer- 
iilg at strict households, j^rict governments, and strirt' 
Sabbaths; but by going baeic to many of the modes which 
gave to the world su«h men as John Ili^mptlen, Wil- 
liam Bradfoni, Jonathan Edwards, Timothy Dwight, and' 
David and John Brainerd:" — may wo not now add, and 
ThonttU 'lirainerdj 

At filtcrvals, during his whole life, Mr. Bri^erd would 
get up great seal for " lieeping a Journal." but ho never 
persevered long in it. Fragments of "Journals" are found 
among bis papers, sometimes recording events of some in- 
terest, but from their disconnected character of little avail 
for a biography. The recollections of his early life consti- 
tute the most interesting of these items. 

.,■■;:■■■.• :' / 

* ' [iXTBACT r»OM JOCkNAL.] 

"I was born id I^yden, liowis County, New York, 
June nth, 1801. My father emigrated from Iladdam, 
Connecticut, to the above-mentioned town, one year be- 
fore my birth. Ills flimily consisted of a wife and ten 
childrcD. He had buried one little girl, named Mary, who 
died young, in Iladdam. Ho Journeyed up the country 
(as it was then called) with nn ox team, and commenced,. 
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clrarlnff tlic l«nd on which b« at pn>M>nt rcRiilpii. lie hnil 
manyiliflicuUii'ii to cDvountvr ; hut boin}f wulHnxIructed 
in tbo art uf Hubduing a d«w country, ho comrurtabry 
maintained hiH family, and added to the amount of hia 
IHiiMiesitionB. IIu purchoMH] a farm of about one liuudrcd 
acnw, and for elevcq, jroara waa as proii|)etouH in pf^n- 
niary concerns aa any of hiH neighbors. \ waa tbo twelfth 
child; and, though I was soon deprived of au excellent 
mother," ' ■ * 

♦ • * • " ■■ ■ « • .' ■ • _ 

[Hero several leaves are torn out.] " ' t 

" When I Rrst coninienced going tOiM-hool I was three 
-years old. I was a little, plump, cherry-cheeked urchin, 
very vaiu o(my Juvenile attainments. The ftr^t day I at- 
tended school the boys put me into a spring of cold water; 
and as 1 then wore a froik, in emerging from the pool I 
roust have made a grotesque appearance. I do not affirm 
poshively that I nuuemlier this transaction ; it may have 
bei>u *old me so often by oihers, in my infantile years, that 
I may be mistalun, but I seem to recollect it 

" Ueing the youngest of the family — the favorite of my 
inoiher— my time passed in an uninterrupted scries of 
childish enjoyments diiriug several of my earliest years. 
I was much interested in the pursuit of knowledge; and 
in the schools wiiicb I attended saw none of my sge boforu 
me. My advancement elicited praise from my friends, 
and I usually gained the approbation and affection of my 
teachers. Penalties were not necessary to urge me on or 
restrain my faults. I had a pride of character which kept 
mo aloof from boyish pranks, I could not bear the thought 
that my parents should suppose me capable of being a bad 
boy in school. 

" Unhappily for me, about this time a teacher was cm- 
ployed of no great abilities or acquirements; indiscreet 
and superficial, but vain in the highest degree of his sta- 
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tion. A ferule wm placed in the handa of a lad, who 
WAR dir(*<*t<-d to g^ivA it to the Rntt ho saw wbiitper ; and in 
dofault of floding sneH, he wa<i to be puninhed hinmeir. 
Thia, of courae, waa offurinfr him a reward for tattling ; 
and lil(u niogt other infdnnants, whether pedagO|fie or 
goTcrnmental, when he could not And crlincx be could 
cause them. By a Rjriitem of chicanery which would 
hardly find a parallel, even among the unprincipled in- 
fornianta for the InquiHition, he made a flriend of another 
lad, — Huffered bim to whimper and whispered with iTim 
with impunity. They conRpired agajiiHt me, and deter- , 
mined, aa I had never been puhlirly Bogged, that I Hhoold 
eacapo no longer. They therefore commenced a conver- 
aation about their leRHon in my bearing, making false: 
atateraentfl, apparently in ignorance as to the amount 
nec«<B8Bry to be stndjed. The plot sifcceedod. I kindly 
attempted to set them right, and for a reward of my be- 
nevolence waa tendered flie obnoxious ruler^ I protested, 
wept, promised, screametf, but it was unavanTng. T stated 
tbe circumstances — abowed that I had no evil intention in 
the premises — but my master was inflexible. I tried to 
establish tlio fact, that although I bad, perbapa, violated 
the letter, I had not the spirit of the law. The cruel man 
was deaf to* th^ voice of reason. In short, I was punished 
fur no crime. 

" This waa the first time I had been cha jtixcd in school ; 
and oh I that some kind influence bad prevented it I 
That punishment has been a curse to me. It laid the 
foundation of nearly all my folly ond sin. Before, I*was . 
jealous of ray reputation, was desirous to be thought the ' 
best boy in the school ; but now I was disgraced, shamed, 
mortified-; and I recklessly plunged into all the wild, rude 
excesses of childhood. I no longer sought the stutljoua 
and sober for playmates, but delighted to mingle with the 
most rude and nuisy spirits in the neighborhood ; and 
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cured little Wh»t I did, provided I' could \%ve -uport and 
fuu.» 

"At the KRe u( six, ■ Jittle boy near my fatiier'g, named 
Lorenso Wolcott, to wliom I was mucii attached, waa 
talc'cD sick and died. I was unable, at that time, fully to 
understand the meaning of death. I was told that Lorenso 
was to be buried in the ground, and that I should M>e hint 
no more. I wept bitterly the Aiorning he died; thought 
much on what this thing, death, could mean ; attended 
bis funeral, and was a real mourner 

'^k '' So mu<;h was I affected by what I had Seen that my 
tears flowed long after my return from the grave. The 
thought that I should He« him no more was i|i<{oscribably 
painful. My dear mother symnalhized with me ; kindly 
told me that only his body was' burieii ; that what constl^ 
tilted the thinking part of little Lorcnxu was in heaven, 
to which place I should go if I was a gootl buy till death. 
" Thia made a oleep impression on my mind ; I can 
Dover forget it. From six to fourteen years of oge I was 

^!r ,. ' subject to almost continued convictions of sin. Under 

pi almost every sermon which I beard I resolved to lead a 

|v.v new life." 

Wv .. 

^ This fragment was written in 1838. His later records, 

"few and -fur lietween," refer more especially to his religl. 
ous emotions and purposes. They resemble, in character, 
portions of David Brainord's Diary. Inheriting the family 
constitution, with a tendency to the same nervous depres- 
sion, they are imbued with the somber rather than the 
bright s'.iades of Christian experience. It has been said 
by tho8« who knew Mr. Brainerd, that he was too con- 
tcientious! and marked as great sins the natural infirmi- 
ties of his disposition. Dr. Beocher has protested ajgainst 

^ TUt " rMiMtMiwM" cxttndtd ftvai lb* ■(« »r lii to twdrs.. 
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frivlnff to the wQrId the effects of dyspepsia in g^d qien, ' 
witq its hypoci|iondrisc family of evils. 

ftv. William A. Stearns, President of Aniherxt Col- 
el, a classmate of Mr. Drainerd's, says, in n'ply to a 
tr from him containing some laftieut over bis.pliysical 
anq mental trials: "Of your two great burdons, the first 
you have in common with us all ; and in the endurance of 
the second, voa are not alone. Hut it is a comfort that . 
neilber 'a had stomach,' nor anything else bad, can enter 
healven with us. "^Such a stnfe of freedom, as Dr. lieeclier 
aayK ' it will take a good while-to get used to it '" 

As the youngest and cherished child of a large house- 
holl, Thomas was allowed many indulgences to ^hich the 
oldar children bad been strangers, — such as going with his 
fathpr and elder brothers -to the neighboring towns of 
Lowvillo, Boonvillc, and Utica, \vhcn business called 
tbeiji there. 

When he was about two years old his mother found 
him in a tub of water, nearly drowned. While playing in 
the water, he bad lost his balance and fallen in. As he 
was " born out of due tinic,'''8o he clainicd the privileges 
of babyhood beyond the ordinary season. IIe<distinctly 
remembered being "weaned, "at nearly three years of ag^; 
and of being taken by a sister twenty-two years older than 
himself, to sleep in her room for this object. Of his rebel- 
lion in the nigbt, and bis indignation when offered a bis- 
cuit in lieu of bis customary indulgence, he retained a 
lively impression.' He threw the biscuit across the room, 
with all his small strength, and saw it roll into the fire- 
place, anibng the asparagus boughs, which in summer oc- 
cupied the place of the winter fire; upon which his sister 
thought proper to adraonisb him of the sinfulness of the 
act, both in view of the temper exhibited on the occasion, 
as well as the waste of throwing away "a nice biscuit for 
which some hungry child would be so tbaukful." 
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At the age of three and a half rcara he commenced at- 
tending school, — trudgin^cheerfkilly through milce> of snow 
with his brothers and sisters. The district school was t 
long distance from his father's bouse, and was only kept 
during the winter. In a neaHarming coiAitry, all the boys 
were needed to work on the farm in sunimeK His school 
days were seasons of great enjoyment, and he nevef re- 
garded his lessons as a l)urden or a drudgery. 

Most of the ecents of his early life here recorded were 
gained from his own lips. He was accu.stomcd to'amuse 
his own children with the rehearsal of stories concerning 
his childhood, to which they were nevet weary of listen- 
ing ; while the excitements of sheep-shearing and of making 
maple-sugar in the early spring, almost rivaled in interest 
the adventures of Robinson Crusoe, with his young 
auditors. 

Clearing away the snow for the sugar Avorks, — building 
the great' fires to boil the sap,— and especially "camping 
out" over night, to watch both the sap and the fire, — fur- 
nished abundant occasion for pleasant excitement to these 
New EnglaAd boys. , ^ 

Thomas was once sent by his father to find and bring back 
a ram that was addicted to running away. After bringing 
the animal home, he tied him by the neck in the back part 
of the bum, which was built on a side-hill, so that while 
the entrance was on a level with the ground the back win- 
dows overlooked a height of ten or twelve feet. No sooner 
was the ram left to himself than be leaped from the win- 
dow, and hung suspended by the neck. One of the vlder 
boys coming in to dinner told his father that the ram was 
banging from the barn window. Thomas, comprehending 
at once the situation, said, " He knew the ram could not 
be dead, for he had not hung there more than an boiirl" 
The shout of laughter from the circle of older boys with 
which this dcciaratioo was ip-ceted, greatly diBcvncertcd 
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the youngs htngman ; but he encaped all rebuke from his 
father ; while from his brothers be met the frequent in- 
quiry concerning the time necessary to kill a man or beast 
by hanging. 

While'Thoi^as was still a small boy, he became the pro^ 
prietor of a nice leather-covered trunk, in which bo wus mt 
much interested that he went over to the village svveral 
times to watch the progress of its manufacture. A good . 
trunk, in which to keep his clothes and juvenile treasures, 
was, at that time to a boy in the country, a great posses- 
sion ; and he prepared to bring it home, when finished, . 
with magnified views gf its value. 

One of his father's near neighbors, a Baptist preacher 
and farmer known as " Elder Clnrk," had a fine new wheel- 
barrow, and Thomas concluded that nothing biit^this wheel- 
barrow would serve his purpose. He went om to see Mr. 
Clark, whom he found working in the Held. Going up to 
him with great confidence, lie said : " Elder Clvk, will 
you please lend me your wheelbarrow to bring home my 
new trunk ?" 

Mr. Clark leaned on his hoe a minute in silence, and 
then replied: "Why, no, Thomas; I think I can't lend 
you the wheelbarrow." ■ 

The refusal was so unexpected, and such a disappoint- 
ment to him, that fur a moment little Tom neither spoke 
nor jnoved. But, boy or man, he was never the one to 
give up an object upon which he had set his heart. 

"Elder Clark,'' suid he,." doesn't the Bible soy, 'from 
him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou awoy V" 

Mr. Brainerd said ho remembered throughout his lif« .. 
the twinkle of the eye and the twitching about the mouth 
with which Mr. Clark received this quotation from tho 
small boy before him. It produced, however, the desired 
effect; for, after another short pause, with an effort at 
gravity, Mr. Clark replied: " Ves, Thomas, tho Bible does 
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My that; and I think I must let joii have the wheelbar- 
row this time if you will be careful of it." He went on 
his way rejoicing, as well in the suoces.s of his appeal as 
in tbq means of procuring his new treasure. 

A brother nine years older than Thomas, who took a 
deep interest in bis progress and improvcnu3nt, says of 
him : " lie was a very active buy and always in a pleas- 
ant humor. I never knew him quarrel with hi» play- 
mates and young friends. He was early very fond of read- 
ing, and Heldom sat down without a book or a slate. When 
he was twelve years old he had read through Roljin's 
Ancient History, Robertson's America, Goldsmith's Greece 
and ttonie, with many ot^ier volumes of travels and voy 
ages as well as stories. He seemed never to forget an)'- 
thing he read. He inherited from his father one trait,— 
to do with ^is might whatever he undertook to do." 

A great love for declamation was one of his earliest de- 
velopments. While yet a small boy he was so enraptured 
by the recital of Mark Antony's Speech over the body of 
Coisar, by a graduate of the Lowville Academy, that he 
offered to give the young orator "a// of his pennieti" if he 
would repeat it again fur him. He was associated early 
with the debating clubs of that region, and his enthusiasm 
contributed much to their success and permanence. 

While Thomas was quite a lad he was summoned to 
court as a witness in some case of neighborhood litigation. 
He gave bis testimony with such directness, comprehen- 
siveness, and evident truthfulness that the judge, turning 
to a lawyer by his side, said : " Thai hoy Kill make a 
man." 

In the year 1813 that new section of country was 
visited by typhoid fever. The population was scattered, 
physicians Were few and distant, and the epidemic becanie 
very fatal. The people were -overworked, especially the 
women ; it was impossible to procure hired as.'^ifttance, and 
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labor-Mving appliances were as jot unknown. Bein^; 
largely a grass-growing region, every farmer went into 
stock-raising and dairy produce, which laid heavy burdens 
upon the women of the household. 

Seven members of Mr. Braincrd's family were sick with 
typhoid fever at the same time. Thomas, at nine years of 
age, with the sister next above him, then thirteen, the two 
yonngest of the family, were.for a season the only persons 
able to leave the house. Mi the errands devolved upon 
these two children,-i-of going long distances for physicians 
and medicines, and to procure neighbors to nurse the sick 
and the dying. Thomas was sent alone on horseback to 
the town of Ooonville, several miles distant, for suglkr, 
tea, lemons, and medicines. Such were the responsibilj' 
ties forced up^ij^nildren at that period. How many par- 
ents now would consent to Bend a child nine years old 
through a lone, dreary wood'^ road with a horse to guide 
and manage,, and, in case of accident, no one near to ren- 
der assistance ? 

Thomas executed Kis errands puccessfully, and remem- 
bered the merchant with lasting gratitude who, after plac- 
ing his purchases in the saddle-bags, gave him " a lump 
of Hugar*a* large aa a teacup," to eat on the way home. 

Four members of his father's family fell victims to this 
fever — a brother, two sisters, and his excellent mother. The 
eldest son and daughter and a younger daughter, sixteep 
years of age, died within a few weeks of their mother's 
death, in August, 1813. Another son died two years 
later, in 1815, at the age of twenty-nine; and one little girl 
often was buried in,Haddam, before the father's removal 
to Western New York. Two others were married and 
settled in homes of their own, and the large family was 
now reduced to five children, with the widowed father. 
Of these five, two were over twenty years of age and 
drilled to self-reliance. The youngest of the twelve chil- 
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dmn iH>rmcd peculiarly to domand maternal can*. Tlio 
dylDff rootlicr aunimoncd to her hvdHide the few who wrro 
able to coiiio, to give them her final rarcwell. The little 
boy of nine was, the last to receitre^B mother's bleiuting. 
8be laid her hand upon hi*i head, aii'tt^'with great tcnder- 
noMfl, aaid: "It is hard for me to give you up, my hoy. 
You need my care ntoro' than the olherf*. I have winhed 
to live on your account, but it acems to be the will of Uod 
that I ni,u8t die and leave you. When I am gone, reniem> 
ber how I have taught you to pray and read your Bible. 
Don't forget God and lie will take cart> of you." 

The little boy could not then understand the extent of 
the loBH implied in the death of a mother. Iln looked 
on, partly in wonder and partly in grief, as they laid her 
in a coffin and bofe her away to her burial ; but bo learned 
ever after to estimate fully the value of a molher'a undy- 
ing love. ^ 

After this season of unparalleled trial the oldest jremain- 
ing daughter, at the age of twenty-two, took charge of her 
father's household, and bestowed a mother's love and caro 
.upon her little brother until ber own marriag)! and removal 
to Ohio. And her brother recognized 'his obligations of 
duty and gratitude by visiting her as often as his prufrs- 
sioual claims iwrniittcd, at intervals of a few years during 
his life. Bbo survived him seven months ; and, in March, 
1867, the companionship of their youth was renewed in 
the upper city. 

''■ ' ■■■''''. . - 
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CHAPTER II. 
■inooi. ura—uAvmo noin. 

THE whool life of TboinaH Brainerd, from the ige of 
four uutil he wm Mvcnieiii, waM Tull of interest. He 
WM focial, •mbitioua, quick to U>am, and no Htudy com. 
mended to him wan ever difflrult or burdenaonie. In » 
newlj settled coanrf^ educational advantage were, of 
course, limited and unequal. At some seasons it was 
diflicult to procure suitable teachers, and incoqipetent meo 
were occasionally employed. * 

The New England principle, however, which planted 
the church and ecHool-bouBC bi'Hide the dwelling, and 
watched over their interest with a Jealous eye, character- 
ized the community of New England settlers in Lewis 
County. A vigorous school was kept up ; a circulating 
library established, containing all the popular histories, 
ancient and modern, of that period, with the old school 
family of poets and novelists. Debating societies wejre 
formed and sustained by the young men, furnishing the 
means of pleasant excitement and safe recreation. The 
few and slow bdditiuns of new books to their village 
library led Thomas Brainerd, who was always a great 
reader, to read again and again such as it contained ; and 
be attributed his familiarity with historical facts through- 
out life to bis early devotion to Hume, Smollett,' RoUin, 
Robertson, and Herodotus. 

This grave reading was relieved and enlivened by all 
the poems and novels he could get hold of. To the latest 
(26) _ 
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hoar allowable in s itrict Neir Enj^luid houRohold, the 
boy would read by the brifrbt wood fire, affordinff better 
lilfht than a dosi>n of the bome-niade tallow candlo«, — m 
ahaorhed in hit* boolc ch to be utterly unconacioua of what 
waa paBiting around him. 

The Rchool waa locatisd about two milea from his father'a 
house, and' tbe long walk over the criap snow, with the 
couipanionMhip of the noighlioring Itoya and girls, all car- 
ryin<(f<<fiei^4iltl«' dinner baKketa, containing the "turnoror 
pie," the doughnuts and cheese (excelled in uo part of the 
country), created abundant material for boyish enjoyment 
The early bro^kfast at six o'clock, with the brisk walk of 
two or three miles, often so stimulated their young appe> 
tjtM that they would agree, if they had time before th4^ 
ringing of tbe sehool-bcll, to eat their dinner before they 
went Into the school-room ; preferring the present indul- > 
genc« of a double breakfast to the prospectire fast of a 
missing dinner. They could, besides, often calculate upon 
an apple or a ginger-cake from some one more fully sup- 
plied than his wants demanded. And when the season 
admitted, they would get up short nutting or fishing ex- 
cursions in the intcrv<tl of the school recess. 

Scarcely any boy's school life passes without some 
notable occasions of triumph or mortification. The general 
Btudiousneaa and conscientiousness of Thomas Brainerd . 
protected him from many of these school-boy reverses, 
while yet his activity and love of fun or mischief procured 
him a fair proportion of their risks and penalties. 

During one winter the district school was kept by a 
young man from Connecticut, Whose name has since be- 
come somewhat notorious, — Levi Silliman Ivea, — in after 
years Episcopal Bishop of South Carolina, and more res 
cently marked for hia renu^iation of Protestantism and 
connection with the Roman Catholic Church. 

Mr. Ives, as he waa then called, introduced some new 
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niodi'R in the order *nt] cxerc!«pa of tho itrhool, anionff 
which wari a »)yi«ti>iu of writing; with paralld lines bf 
which to frrailuate th« height of the lott<>ri(. Unrjer hi* 
a<imitiii«trat!on, Thomaa per|>etratiHl the nioHt fla^^rant* 
piece of MiiHchicf of ]m juvenile life A bojr of iiAtoriouaIr 
careh-sx Iiabit8<atteniled the Rchool, whonetorn clothen and 
hat Hiiltjected him tu tiio frequent banter of hia Rchoolniateti. 
Toward the elotte of the aAernoon tteflaion, Thomaa ob- 
MTved thia boy'a hat under the deak ; and beinji^ ahclti-rcd 
^lir Honie higher dexka in front, be commenced trimming 
^bc aaid hat with a Nha^p penknife, to give R a more uni- 
form ap|K>arance, half the rim lieing already torn off. Thia 
waa at Grat hia whole dcaign, to cut off the rcat of tho rim 
and lli^'rcby decidt^dly improve ita appearance. It waa a 
gray felt hat, and the knife sung through the texture with 
auch musical eaae that he loat aight of ita execution, and - 
kept turning the hat and, cutting on until tlie knife reached 
the top of the crown, leaving only a email round piece the 
aizo of a half dollar. He then awoke to a conacioupneaa ' '■ 
of hia work, and carefully replaced the hat on the floor, 
which aellled down with apiral regularity to ita accua- - 
tomed form. 

To avoid confuaion in diamiaaing School, Mr. Ivea re- 
quired of the older boys, by turna, to "carry arouiid the 
hata" to their respective ownera, when each boy, with a 
Iwjv, dclib«!rately left the room. When thia unfortunate 
hat waa lifted it fell into a atring a yard long. " Wione 
hot isthis f" inquired the boy who held it up by the amall 
center top-piece, with auch unrestrained merriment in his 
face aa encouraged the whole achool to an outburat of . . 
laughter. * : 

Mr. Ivea ordered the boya again to their aeata. He 
then inquired who had cut this hat. A fearful silence was 
the only answer. Recognizing the privilege of the culprit ^ 
HQt to condemn himself, the teacher ordered all the boys . 
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who owned penknives to hold up their hands, while he 
^lainined their faces with inquisitorial scrutiny. He then 
required all who had borrowed knives to go through the 
same ordeal ; no. light shone on the cut hat. The school 
waa then dismissed with the intimation that ottter means 
of investigation would be adopted. 

Mr. Brainerd's father engaged Mr..Ives to devote one 
hour in the evening to giving his daughters lessons in 
writing at their own house. Oir this memorable after- 
noon Thomas went home alone, musing on the eonae- 
queneek of bis th^uglittofesness. When he entered the 
house he found Mr. Ives there before him, relatin)^ to his*" 
sisters the story of the bat, and telKng,theita bow he would 
punish that boy when be discovered him. , This threai 
made such an impression upon Thomas that he never to a 
living soul confessed himself the author of the mischief 
until after be was eighteen, years of age. The successful 
concealment of the act magnified its criminality, and led 
Tom to frequent confessions of his "secret sin" in bis 
nightly prayers. He was about ten years old at this time, 
and not until long after was he able to view the affair In 
its true light as an act of mere boyish mischief. 

His " confessions" did not end in his own closet. When 
be bad reached the age of forty-ftve, " Jiishop" Ives visited 
some friends in Philadelphia with whom Mr. Brainerd was 
acquainted^ He related this story to them, requesting them 
to tell the bishop that " he tras the boy who cut the hall" 
The bishop was now " endowed with pOwttr" to give him 
"absolution." 

The town of Leyden was favored with the ministry of 
the Rev. Reuel Kimball, a New England man, with the 
comprehensive views and large heart of those earnest 
pioneer Christian teachers who have baptized the land 
with the spirit of true gospel light and liberty. 

Mr. Kimball bad a largo family, with whom Mr. Brai- 



30 UFH OF BEV. T/rOMAS BMALVERD, D.D i 

npr»r8~fatMiIy were intimate. OiiOj of the son«, Cotton 
MatliiT Rimliall, waH l>orn on the Hamc day witli Tliomaa' 
lirainc-ril, attcndMl tlie oamo ecliool, ami tlic-y were of 
course a8Ho<;iatu(i in tbe intcrrata of tlieir boyhood. 

InlcrcourM.' with thefie ncigblMra conHtituted the great 
charm of social onjoyment during the youth of Thontaa - 
liralncrd, and tlic youngest daughter of the clergyman 
Honn bceanie the cynoi)ure of all his hopca and fancies 
Ilofi^rded afl aii unattainahle blessing for many years, the 
atlachmrnt acted as an incentive to all bis eRurts, and hn- , 
cahio the motive of his hi({liest ambition. A school-l>oy 
love, hidden in his ,heart until developed to a growth be- 
yond hilt power vi concealment, was influencing every 
faculty, of his being. 

His final success, where fur years lA dared not hope for 
success, with the blighting of tho.se hopes by the early 
death of tli^r object, l)elong to a later period .thai^ the 
pr«sent, and will be referred to again. • ^ 

When about the age of fourtfen, Thbmas' was, walking 
with youtag Iteuel Kimball, two years his senior, when 
their conversation turned upon preaching. In the brag- 
ging stylo natural to boys of that age, Thomas said to 
his friend: "I can preoch nearly'as well as your father, 
now I" Young Kiiiiliall questioned his ability, and chal* 
Icnged him to the proof. 

Springing upon ft stump, in which that newly cleared 
land abounded, Thomas rehearsed Mr. Kimball's -sernfoii 
of the previous Sabbath, giving the introduction, the title, 
the divisions, the arguments, the illustrations, the applica-. 
lion, and conclusion, in what seemed to his astonished 
auditor the very v)ord»^ without variation, in which he 
heard it preached the day before. Although greatly sur- 
prised by this exhibition, young Kimball would not yield 
the victory. He added: "Well, you cifn't pray as well _ 
anyhow!" Thomas rej>lied, in a lower voiiv, " I haven't . 
Irivd that !" 
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This incident was related to the writer by Mr. Rouel 
Kimball himself, about twelve years ago, wben he was a 
gray-baired man of fifty. The occasional visits to lii.s 
native town were cheered by sach reniiiiiscehccs of their 
youth, lietwecn Reuel Kiinbali and Thomas Brainerd, 
during their lifetime; and both were called to heaven 
within a few ftiontlis of the same jieriod. 

The following sketch is furnished l)y B. P. IJrainerd, 
Esq., of Ravenna, Ohio, for twelve years Treasurer of i\ifi 
Atlantic and Great Western Railroad Company. 

« 

"Jesse Brainerd, father of the late Rev. Thomas Brai- 
nerd, and )ny father, owned niid occupied adjoining farms, 
in Leyden, Lewis County, New York. They were near 
neighborB, so that from infancy till about twelve years of 
age we were accustomed to seeiiip^^ Thomas almost daily. 
He was some ten years my senior, ond a frequent visitor 
at my father's house. My motlier was a zealous Baptist, 
and the repeated discussions between her and young 
Thomas, on religious subjects, are remembered with more 
than ordinary vividness. Although too young to' fully 
understand them, their eornVstness on these occasions I 
(ihall never forget. His dignified bearing ix'pejled rather 
than attracted nie. Our childis|i fear of him was equaled 
only by that for the ministers who were accug^hi(-d to 
visit our house. Early impressions, however, Me those 
of later years, are frequently found to be erroneous. AVheu 
quite a lad, I accompanied my parents, on a suumicr's 
evening, to one of the neighbors, where a large porty were 
assembled. Shortly after our arrival, Thomas Brainerd 
happened in, direct from the field. The lady of the house 
said to him (aside) :• 'We are to have a wedding here to- 
night and wish you to remain.' 'Impossible,' said he, 
' 1 am right from the plow.* After a moment's reffection, 
be added: 'There is not time for me to go home and 
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change mj dress. If you thihk ihe company will excui<e 
iny appearance I will stay, as / never saw a couple mar- 
ried.^* He remained, a close observer of all the cere- ' 
monies; at the conclusion of which, ho entered into the 
plays and amusements peculiar to such occasions in those 
days, with a relish which made him the ' »lar ' of the 
evening. As he left we heard him remark, 'If this is the > ' 
usual way of conducting weddings I shall niake^ an effort 
to attend them all hereafter, for I have enjoyed this 
hugely.' It was then we first learned he had a relish for 
harmless amusement, as well as a strong love for socifil 
enjoyment. Subsequently, wc became much attached to 
him, on account of his genial nature and readiness always/ 
to assist and encourage his associates, of whatever ago or 
condition, in their laudable undertakings. He seeincd to 
lead rather than follow the opinions of his'fellows. Hia 
advice was sought, and hb was often umpire and adjudi- 
' cator of their differences. He was frank, apparently know- 
ingf no necessity for concealment, as he could accomplish 
by directness and force what many by tact and artifice 
aim to do and fail. He was cautiou^ in spirit, but not 
artful or cunning. He seems to have been an early 
student of natural theology. Fond of discussion; advoca- 
ting spiritual rather than sectarian religion, he contended 
that true religion consisted in right life, rather than in 
ordinances; at least such was his position with my niothyr. 
Physically, he was compact and strong, though not large; 
he possessed a kind of toughness cnpable of great endur- ' 
ance. He was passing an unfinished well on one occasion, 
with several of his associates, and remarked that he could 
descend and come out on the chain 8us|M!nded from the 
windlass. This being questioned by the party, he imme- 
diately acconiplished the feat. Another of the party, not 
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wlshin/i^ to be outdone, wont down on the cliain, Kndl^hcn 
near the top in a^ccndin}?, lost hi;* hold, Toll, caught on the 
hook, which entered hia lio<ly in- a shocking manner. To 
tbo presence of nfind and g:ood judgment of Thomas Drai- 
nerd, he was indeblec^for hit* life. With recollections re- 
plete with incidents jlluHtratinx the prominent traits of 
bis character, I have only alluded in this brief xketeh to 
the youthful working of an intellect destined to iK'cwnc pre- 
eminent ft)r good in Hul(|ie(|uent life. The same generosity 
of soul, earnest love of justice and rivrht.. which were so 
proniinent in after-years, characterized the youth of Thomas 
Urainerd. 

"Ravk.n^a, Ohio, Aag. 18th, I868." 

At fourteen years of age, Thomas Brainerd liecanic a 
menilter of the Lowville Academy, then considered one of 
the best educational institution.'^ in Nortberti New York. 
Here he devoted binuself to the study of the languages, 
which ho pursued for a nunilKT of years, continuing hi», 
classical studies with Oliver C. Orosvenor, at Home, wbile 
prosecuting the study of law. 

Declining his fatlier's proposition to take charge of the 
farm, hu deliberately resolved upon supporting himself 
and carrying out his schemes of professional life. ' 

The first step in this Cuurse was to take charge of the 
school in a neighboring town. This would gife him time 
to mature his )ilans, and furnish him with a little money 
for his immediate newssities. lie left his home at the 
age of seventeen, with a firm purpose to cut his way to 
comiM'lenee, respectability, and usefulness. On the even- 
ing l»efore his departure, he went alone to a favorite part of 
his father's farm, where the extended landscape overlooked 
the Ulack River, and the unbroken, mysterious, silent gloom 
-of the Adirondack forest bt>yond, as yet unexplored by 
tourist or visitor, and, placing his back against a tree, he 

4 
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indulged in one of tlioso farewell reveries which might be 
permitted to a yoiing man in thctie circumstanecs. Boy 
and child enough still to cling to the shelter and provis- 
ions of home with yearning tenderness, realizing that be 
was going out to the untried world with only 

" Profidenee bit guide," 

be might well look up to the old treeg^And ask if the new 
world before him would, amid its' storms, furnish him 
fi'iends like these. After watching the sun sink below tho 
horizon, ho turned and cut the initials of his name, his 
age, the day of tho month and year in the bark of the tree 
against which he had been leaning, then said to himself, 
" Where and what shall I be seventeen years hence ?" 

It so happened that in tho summer of 1838, wheii Mr. 
Brainerd was thirty-four, he visited his home again. Two 
brothers alone remained in that section of the country. 
His father was dead ; tho farm sold, and tho old home- 
stead left desolate. But he sought the tree again — now 
' doubled in size — and readily deciphered the letters and 
date engraved there seventeen years l)eforc. Again he 
placed his back against tho tree, and said, " Here I am 
«gain at twice seventeen, ' a sadder and a wiser man ;' a 
life experience lietween these dates ; the weight of a larg^ 
metropolitan church upon my sliouldcre||and the responsi- 
bility upon my soul of guiding my fellow->i)en to a higher 
and purer life." "^ < 

Mr. Brainerd was not much given to sentimentalism, espe- 
cially of the sort which unnerved him. Such indulgences, 
if taken at all, were taken in homoeopathic doses, on the 
wing, as he rode and worked. He had no patience with 
young men who neutralized their energies and smothered 
their manhood in a sickly sentimentalism. * His charge to 
them was to be up and doing — 

'' With » heart for My fata," ^ 

and in this coarse he was ever ready to lead the way. 
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Screnteen yeafs later, in 1855, he had another oppor- 
tunity of malting a pilgrimage to his tree. It was proba- 
bly of Bet purpose this time, for he continued through life 
to visit the home and friends of his childhood every few 
years. One brother had died and the other removed to 
Ohio since his last visit. His father's house hod fallen to 
decay ; while the excavatioji of the cellar and the well 
alone markbd the spot of his birth. And of the old man- 
aioo — 

" All ill Joy* and paini, 
Th*t gloomy wIIm DOW kloB* nuuni." 
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, CHAPTER III. 

TEACniNO— RKADINU LAW. 

THE fii.'t *cliool of which Thoniiis Braincrd took charge 
WO.S ill tlie town of Boonvillt;. Hero, a» elsewhere, 
boys of his own ngCi seventeen nud upwards, attended hia 
school. He had no difficulty in maintaining order and 
discipline, nor in ^Umulating his pupils to a healthful 
emulation. / 

It was the custom of that period for the teacher to 
•• board roundi" \b the res)M)ctive familie»of his pupils; 
each family thus contributing to his board, secured there- 
by the tuition of one or more children. ' This experience 
developed the grace of patience, and afforded many humor- 
ous exhibitions of character. But no one ever heard a 
complaint from Thomas Brainerd, however rough bis 
fare or uoconifortablu bis accommodations. Straitened 
quarters and " short commons" were soor> exchanged in 
the rotation of service, for the most ample supplies and 
congenial associates. Four yeors of district school teach- 
ing was a grand school of progress in the study of human 
nature, yielded great variety of incident, and laid the 
foundation of many permanent and valuable friendships. 

His second station of school operations was in the town 
of Lee. Here Thomas Brainerd had the honor of l)cing 
the successor to Albert Barnes, who, as he prccedcd.hini 
in the ministry by a few years, also preceded him in some 
of -the diversified experiences of the initiatory courxe. 

By the kindnesiji of the Hon. Anson S. Miller, of Illinois, 
(36) 
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we have been furnished with the following letter referring 
to thin period : 

" ^ ' "RocKroRD, III., Mweh 20th, IMS. 

---• ♦ * " The late Rev. Dr. Thomas Brainerd 
kept Rchool m my native town, Lee, New Yorlt, more 
than forty years ago. My first recollection of Dr. Brai- 
nerd, when a youthful teacher in Leo, reaches back to the 
winter of 1823-4, when he taught the suliool in the Dutton 
District, in Lee, where Albert Barnes had previously 
taught. My father resided in an adjoining district. In 
this school Mr. Brainerd, though a mere youth, achieved 
a perfect success. He kept a model school, and bis pupils 
both feared and loved him. Though familiar with his 
pupils in their plays out of doors,. be preserved his dig- 
nity as master in the school-bouse. So good was his repu- 
tation as a teacher that the Trustees of an adjoining district, 
Lee Centre, with a larger school, secured his services at 
an early day for the next winter, 1824-5. In this district 
ho made his home With my uncle, the late James Young, 
Esq., a prominent citizen and public man of Leo My 
Uncle Young and bis brother ./llvan were great readerSj^ 
The town library was kept at their house ; and Mr. Brai- 
nerd, when at uncle's, enjoyed himself with congenial 
spirits. They all wondered how he could read so rapidly 
and rememl)cr so well. Occasionally, when visiting my 
cousins, the sons of Uncle Young, \ attended Mr. Brai- 
nerd's'school with them. It was • large school and not 
the easiest to govern ; but he gave it the regularity of a 
clock, Ue kept a life school because he was a lice teacher. 
Ue had a wonderful gift for animating his pupils, and in- 
spiring then) to emulate excellence; and of tlieir social 
circle out oTseliool, he was the center and the soul. » 

"Subsequently, Mr. Brainerd taught school near Mr/ 
Tulcott's, in Rome; and was there, as in the schools id 
Lee, exceedingly popular. 

4* •:■-;. -^ . 
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" I knew Mr. Braincrd at a later period, whco he bad ., 
commenced Bt&dyiog a profesmon. Previous to entering 
upon tlieology, he gave sonic attention to tlic law. Ho 
WH8 regarded as a young man of distinguished promise. 
His inteiloctual powers were at once brilliant and solid, 
and ho united great logical acumen with rare aptness and 
Itcauty of expression. For happy and graceful conversa- 
tional gifts and flucney of language, and ready wit and 
flborpitess of reply when speaking in debate, he could 
scarcely have a superior. Add to this his purity of heart 
and manly frankness and integrity, andyou can "have some 
idea of what Thomas Urainerd was Ijcforo he achieved a 
national fume. "Anson S. MiLLca,"' 

•\ 

I inclose a letter from David S. Young, Esq., wiio was 
a pupil of Mr. Braincrd : 

"Lee t'ESTRK, Mkitih 4th, 18S8. 

♦ * * * " Mr. llrainerd taught school in 

the Dutton District, during the winter of 1823-4, when ho 
was between eighteen and twenty years old. Having a 
lively, social turn of mind, he readily introduced himself 
into the society of the young. * * * • * 

" On one or two occasions, at noon-time, he preached, 
i.e. he mounted the table for a pulpit, and would speak 
to the scholars, calling it preaching. }Ie said his father 
told him he must be a minister; but be feared he should 
be like a fitih calf, having no certainty that he would get 
much support or milk from the old cow. He taught our 
school the next winter, in 1824-5. I remember him very 
well as a teacher. He made my father's house his home'^ 
a considerable |»ortion of the time, especially over Sun* 
days. It gave me a favorable opportunity to observe his 
babitp. He was social and chperful, full of anecdotes, and 
loved to talk. He was a great reader. Whatever book 
ho selected fVom the librarv he devoured its contents amid 
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the din and the 'confusion of tonguoa' of tho diAcrcnt 
members of the family that mii^ht be tall(in)r at the time. 
No noise or conversation seemed to distnrl) him in read-- 
ing, so intent was he on the snbject-matter of the Mnthor. 
])at still he seemed to peruse a lK>ok very carelessly; turn- 
ing over its leaves leisurely ; glancing carelessly at itS 
pages; occasionally pausing to join in a Itugh, or the con- 
versation qr talk, or to suggest an argument on one or tho 
other side of the question under discussion ; and then turn- 
ing again to his book. Unel^ Alvan was living at father's 
at this time, and Mr. Brainerd and uncle were great 
friends. Mr. Brainerd seemed to relish novel-reading,— 
such works as 'The Children of the Ablwy,' 'Scottish 
Chiefs,' 'The Three Spaniards,' 'Peep at the Pilgrims,' 
' Thinks-I-to-MyscIf,' etc., etc. Uncle had n-ad all these; 
and to test Mr. Brainerd, after he had closed some book, 
reading in the indifferent nmnner I have stated, would 
question him on the general plan or plot of the autltor ; 
but very soon it would Im} apparent that Mr Brainerd was 
far more correct in his statement of facts, anecdotes, or 
history, than uncle was ; who perhaps had occupied six 
times (ho length of time in perusing the book which Mr. 
Brainerd had occnpied. *■ . ■ 

"After lie settled in Philadelphia, for many years he 
made frequent visits to see his brother and other relativeii,: 
in Lewis County, and at such tim«»8 he usually visited hia 
nephew, who resided in Lee. 

"We not nnfacquently got one or two sermons from 
him ; but most generally be excused hthisclf from preach- 
ing, on tile ground that his labors at Philadelphia were 
arduous, and coming to the country ho baa relaxed his 
bow and had paused to rest; and (or one or two discourses 
he could not ' gird himself to the work. 

"About thn last time Dr. Brainerd visited his brother I 
happened to be at Delta, to hear Mr. Parmilee, of Westeru- 
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Tille. Dr. Brainerd had come to hear Mr: Parmilee, and 
at the close of bia discourse Mr. Parmilee introduced Dr. 
Brainerd to his audience. 

"The doctor commenced bj saying that all present 
were strangers to him ; that he recognized but one or two 
faces that he had ever seen before ; but, on all occasions, he 
"hever stopped to inquire if there were any sinners present 
that wanted or needed salvation. He always aesiimed the 
fact that all present were sinners, and that every soul 
needed salvation; and in the spirit of the Master,,! go 
forth, said be, like Paul, to proclaim it ' a faithful saying 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners.' He seemed always ready for 
the occasion ; and his discourse bad a telling effect on his 
hearers." 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Cotton Mather Kimball* to 
his sister-in-law, Mrs. Keuel Kimball, dated 

" Kalamaioo, Uich., Feb. 20tb, isep. 

"Thomas Brainerd was a great reader and a good 
scholar. I attended a debating school one or two winters 
on the East Road, where ho attended. As a debater he 
had no equal. When he was sixteen or seventeen years 
old he was a match for any of the yoUng men, and some . 
thought themselves quite smart. 

" The day that we were twenty-one years old we sjient 
together. Wo went down to Brother Keucl's, to Aman- 
da's, and then up to father's. We had a good time. I , 
think I did not sec him again until four years ago, when I 
called on bim in Philadelphia. » * • * • 
— — ^— ^^— — ^~— ^^— — .^~^_^— — ^__— ^— _— . ■ — ^ 

* lir. C. H. Kimlkll ud Thomai Bimincrd wen born on lb* •»ni* i*j, : 
Jnno 17lb, ISM ; hone* tb« reuon of •pondlog tholr tw*nt/-trit birthday 
(ofolher. ' . 
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"leister Iluldah's death was no doubt tho cause of a 
great change in hid futurd life." ,' 



From Le<' Mr. Brainerd went to Rome, and commienccd 
reading law ; flrat with Alanson Durnet, Rnq., and after- 
wards with Hon. Henry A. Foster and Hon. Chostek« 
Hayden. At the fame time he continued his classical 
studies Avith Mr. Oliver C. Orosvenor, of Rome, aiding 
him in bis school, meanwhile, as an assistant teacher, 
Heretofore he had l)cen located at convenient visiting dis- 
tances from his early home; and he returned at frequent 
intervals, to spend the Sabbath, or to join the remaining 
family group at "Thanksgiving." A strong attraction 
(Irew him to licyden as often as circumstances permitted. 
He liopt watch over his heart's treasure there ; and his 
accumulated offerings of mind and soul laid on this altar; 
were appreciated and finally occcpted. Ho liecame en- 
gaged to Huldah Kimball at twenty-two years of age, ami 
r(.>turned to Rome in the pros|iective possession of all that 
be held most dear in life. 

Little of note marked the two years in which Mr. Brai- 
nerd studied law at Rome. Of his social life a few inci- 
dents have been preserved, partly by his. own narrations, 
and partly by those of his friends. 

On public occasions, such as the " Fourth of July," 
"Training Days," and " Election," the" popular demand 
for amusement wftS supplied >by out-of-door sports and en- 
tertainments. At one of these seasons a party of stran- 
gers furnished a gambling-table, with cards, lights, and 
brandy, in a grove within the limits of the quiet village of 
Rome. While this open defiance of public sentiment was 
abundantly censured, no effort was made to suppress tho 
evil. Thomas Brainerd and three associates resolved to 
" abate tho nuisance," in their own time and mode. Under 
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pretenec of looking for something he bad purposely 
dropped, one of their number contrived to fasten the end of 
a long rope around one leg of the table, while the others, 
concealed among the trees in the dusk of the everting, held 
the other end. At a given signal, the four young men 
started off at full speed ; th<! table jumped two yard^ at a 
bound ; lights, bottles, cards, dice, and money flew In 
every direction, together with the men who surrounded 
the table. The sudden darkness, the surprise and bcwil- 
derment which followed, gave the advantage' of time to 
the actors in this little drama ; and, seeing tlie discomfit- 
ure complete, they dropped the rope among the trees and 
came round from an opposite quarter to mingle with the 
crowd and inquire with innocent wonderment into the 
occasion of the excitement. 

When listening to reports of '* table-turning" and "spir- 
itual manifestations," in after-years, concerning which Mr. 
Brainerd.was entirely skeptical, he would say that he had" 
witnessed one " table-turning" that was genuine ; and then 
relate this adventure of upsetting the gambling-table, al- 
though forced to acknowledge that bis first practice of law 
was by a very summary and extra-judicial process. 

For a short time Mr. Brainerd boarded at the public 
hotel, and his social tendencies drew him into a circle of 
young men whoso prolonged influence would have been 
most perilous to his moral principles. Invited to their 
rooms two or three evenings, he found they not only 
drank hard but gambled deeply ; while mirth and good- 
fellowship made their society attractive. 

On one of these evenings, the door of the room was 
opened by a young ftaan with whom Mr. Brainerd was 
but slightly acquainted, who said, " Brainerd, I want to 
speak with you a minute." 'He stepped into the ball, 
when the young man said<to him, "Those fellowfk are go- 
ing to ruin as fast as possible ; tbcy will drink themselves 
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dead in a few yearH, but you we.re born for a teller dett- 
liny. The sooner ytf|| get to your bed tho^ better for 
you." ' 

Mr. Brainerd f«}t the full force of this timely warning. 
Hia conHcience had already lieen telling him the same 
truths. Ho went directly to hia room, without returning 
t6 bid his dangerous companions "good-night;" and be 
always regarded this young man as a true friend and bene- 
faptor. 

In 1825, the Rev. Charles O. Finney preached in, 
Rome, and a religious interest of marked character at- 
tended his labors. 

Rev. Albert Barnes says of him: ';Mr. Finney had 
himself been a lawyer, and would have been distinguished 
as a lawyer if he had continued to pursue that profession. 
Few men in our country have been as well fitted to act on 
the higher order of minds, or tq bring men, proud in their 
philosophy or their own righteousncHs, to the foot of the 
cross. As the result of this great revival of religion, moro 
than one hundred and eighty persons were added to the 
church on one occasion. Among these were nearly all the 
merchants of the place, and all Ihe lawyerg. Since the fall 
of man was such a thing ever known befoco, that all the 
lawyers in any place were converted to the faith of tho 
Saviour T" 

As in tho days of Job, when " the sons of God came 
together, Satan came also among them ;" so it has ever 
been to the present time. When the pulse of religious 
feeling rose highest, under the preaching of Mr. Finney, 
a Univeraalist preacher came to Rome and commenced a 
series of opposition meetings. He was a popular speaker 
and attracted many hearers. After repeated solicitation 
from an acquaintance, Mr. Brainerd went one evening to 
hear him. During the service he occupied himself In 
■canning the audience. It seemed to him that every 
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drankard, gambler, nnd profligate in the 'plaoc was there. 
After the «'rvic«>, Mr. Brainerd".s companion eagerly in- 
quired how he liked the preaclier. " If that crowd is 
going to heaven," repliwl Mr. Hrainerd, " I' don't want to 
go; I have l)een used to lx;tter society here!" 

Mr. Krainerd coon after liecame an interested listener 
to Mr. Finney's appeals hinidelf; and was one among that 
"great cloud of witnesses'' who consecrated themselves 
to the service of God at that time. He united with the 
church in Rome, of which the llev. Mosea Qillett was 
pastor, in 1825.* 

Mr. Brainerd's mind was naturally skeptical ; and not 
wiihout a severe mental conflict did he >ield his life to the 
principles of Christianity. Dut a cloud was gathering in 
bis horizon, charged with influences to affii-ct the wbolo 
atmosphere of his future life, and turn his pursuits into 
new channels. In little more than u year from this time, 
Mr. Brainerd was hastily summoned to Leyden to attend 
the burial of bis heart's idol. A severe attack of illness 
from a sudden cold resulted fatally, Ix-fore the friends of , 
Miss Kimball apprehended any danger. No telegraph 
carried lightning me.'isagcs in that day ; and the first in- 
timation of danger was the arrival of a friend with the ap- 
palling intelligence that the cherished object of his early 
h0|)e8 was dead. 

This «veDt occurred in September, 1827. When Thomas 
Brainerd returned to Rome life seemed iMTcft of all its . 
beauty and value. He ivas.now readily disposed to listen 
to the persuasions of his friends in their endeavors to turn 
bis attention to the ministry. 

Among Mr. Brainerd's intimate friends in Rome was 

• A ttting tribat* to the tdclitjr of Mr. Oillatt wu innribcd on hi* 
manamsnl. In thaw wordii: "He «u » good miin and fulHur the Holy 
tihoat uid of fkitb ; and uach people «•• added nnto (he Lord." Uq 
died in 1837, alter a pwtonte of thirty jrean. 
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Mr. Talcott's Tamily, with whom he continued to hold 
pleasant intcrcourBC through life. One of the sons united 
with the church at the same time with Mr. Brainerd, and 
a clone correspondence for many years cemented their 
friendship. While on a huHincss visit to Leyden, a short 
time before Miss Kimlmli's death, Mr. WaitTalcott wrote 
to Mr- Brainerd, July IGth, 1827 : 

" I called on Miss Kimball, as you requested, and de- 
livered your j[)ackage. If Miss K.'s mental qualiticAtions 
correspond with her personal attractions, of which I have 
not a doubt, she is every way worthy to be the object of 
your warmest earthly affections. I con^rratulate you ou 
your success in finding one who is all (hat your heart could 
Wish." * ♦ * , * * ♦" • « 

The charm which invested this sweet northern flower 
was never dispelled by all that he saw of elegant and cul- 
tivated women in forty years' subsequent intercourse with 
the world. 

We subjoin a few extracts from letters referring to this 

period: 

•■' * 

Thorn B«T. B«n«I XimlMm to Thomas Iralnsrd. 

"LcTDiii,8«pt. nth, 1827. ■ 

"Mr DEAR TouNa Friend: 

"I this day received and read your letter with a mournful 
pleasure. The thought that my dear daughter is gone be- 
yond the reach of my prayers, admonitions, and parental 
faithfulness, fills my heart at times with acute anguish. 

" The closing scene with her is paat, and she sleeps in 
death. ' It .is the Lord, — lot Him do what seemeth Him 
good.' * * ♦ » « * « * 

" The disappointment to you is doubtless great You 
are taught by this dispensatioa that it js vain to look for 

6 
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happineos in man. I hope, Thomas, that you will 80 im- 
prove the voice of Oo<l an to receive ' Ix'outy for aithett, the 
oil of joy for mourning, ond the garment of praixe for the 
spirit of hcavincsfi.' May flod direct yon in the path of 
duty, and may you be willing to Rubmit to bin will. 

" Your friend, 

" IlKVEt ^IMDALL." 

Vroa T. Braia«i3^ to B«m1 Kimball, Jr. . 

•• RoaK, Sept. Ittb, nil. 

" Dear Revel : 

« m * '* m * * * * 

"My mind constantly and irresistibly dwells on our 
recent bereavement. Affection for Iluldah bus so long 
possessed my mind, has so interwoven itself with every 
emotion of my heart, that her death has produced an over- 
whelming effect on every feeling of my soul. This village 
Bcems a ' volley and shadow of death.' 

" On Iluldah's account as well ns my own, I have hens 
tofore sought friends, — I had succeeded ; and looked for- 
ward with pleasure tq^ the time when I should be per- 
mitted to transplant so lovely a flower into scenes of 
friendship and happiness worthy of her merit. My friends 
manifest the most tender concern for my welfare, and ad- 
mit the mognitude of my loss ; but they cai>not heal the 
wound. 

"My triends in Lcyd«n cannot realize my suffering^. 
They do not know how I have loved Huldah through long 
years. ** * , '* * . * * * 

"She was no beautiful and intelligent; modest without 
prudery, and elegant without ostentation. In her were 
associated every quality and accomplishment which can 
attract admiration and enchain the heart." . * * 
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T. Bnintrd to Walt TalMtt, Zfq. 

, " Rome. Oot. 4tb, 1R27. 

* ♦ * ♦ ♦ " Two short months Hince I 
WBH as happy as the happiest; now a cold and death-like 
despair opprcss«-s nij soul. My heart is broken. , ' Oh, 
that nir eyes were waters and my hea«I a fountain of 
tears!' The sun of my hopes has set foroven What I 
write, compared with what I feel, is apathy itself. You 
have acted the part of a true friend to me, both in pros- 
perity and adversity, and may Heaven reward you. You 
know on what subject to write to interest me, and ybu 
sympathize with me enough to choose that subject. 
: • ♦ * * • ♦ ■ ♦ « , ♦ « 

"I sometimes sec that this afBiction was intended in 
love to my soul. I had become worldly, ambitious, and 
proud. II. K. was my idol. She occupied the place that 
. God demands in every human heart. God saw the rock on 
which I was about to shipwreck, and in kindness took her 
away; disappointed my ambitious schemes, and in somo 
measure humbled my prq,ud heart." * * ♦ 

^ By the kindness of Rev. Albert Barnes we are allowed 
to |)ablish the following letter in reference to this period. 
Under date of August 2d, 1867, Mr. Barnes writes : 

"I received some time ago the inclosed letter from Dr. 

, Braincrd's friend and my friend, the Rev. Horace Bush- 
ncll, a townsman of mine. Ho is a most remarkable man ; 
and, of all living men that I am acquaintttd with, I know 
of no one that I think will occupy a place nearer the 
throne in heaven. It has some notices of the early life of 
Pr. Brainerd which I thought might l>e interesting to you, 
and I therefore inclose it. The world will be the Getter 
the more that is known of Dr. Brainerd. 

■'■ • » ♦ *••♦«» * « * 

.• ' . " Sincerely and truly yours, 

"Albut Babnu." 
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"Rgv. A. BARNia 

" Dear Dbotiieb : ^ 

" Since the death of Brother Brainenl, I tlavc often 
tbou);bt of you, and the loss you niuat have sustained by 
his departure. You knew his' worth far better than my- 
self, though he was very dear to me. We both professed 
our faith in the Lord Jesus at the same altar and on the 
same day. I became acquainted with him io Mr. Oliver 
Orosvcnor's school, at Home, in the autumn of 1826 ; and 
during the winter vacations, studied with him. I had then 
little ho|H! of entering the ministry, being then twenty-four 
years old. When I urged Brother Brainerd to enter the 
ministry at that time be aUVays evinced deep emotion, 
but replied, 'I haven't grace enough to bo a beggar; 
though I would love to preach the gospel. I cannot bring 
myself to be a pensioner on others.' 

" But our Master knows how to humble his erring chil- 
dren and make them willing in the day of his power. The 
idol of Lis heart was suddenly removed by death, and our 
dear brother then sat down at the feet of Jesus, teachable 
as a little child; and the Blessed One led him till he had 
finished his course. I was intimately acquainted with him 
in Cincinnati, when pastor of one of the feeblest churches; 
and at our last interview he said, * Those days 6i>ent 
with the poor widows, in the Fourth Church, were the 
happiest in my life.' He could condescend to the feeblest 
of Christ's flock./ » 

"I have no ^od reason for troubling you with this 
communication, only to express my obligation for your 
instructions. Your Notes have been almost my only 
commentary during my ministry ; and you have accom- 
plished a glorious work, in furnishing tens of thousands of 
Sabbath-school teachers with the means of instructing 
those under their«care. 
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"I feel under obligations for your kin<l attentions when 
': in Philadet^ilikt, and bIho when niek at Rome. 

* « * * mm* « « •' 

"My active life in prubalily aliout clof>ed. I was 

lirensed to preach Qctolter 14th, 1331, — and till January 

' 26th, 1867, had been detained from the pulpit by HiekneM 

onjy three Sabbaths, and during those yearttliave preached 

afl often aH once a duy. In my missionary laborn for 

• tl)irty-five years, I have found tlie work mo«t pleasant, 
and followed it till it seemed a part of my lM;ing'. I had 

• almost forgotten my blindness; and, blessed with a •re- 
tentive memory, felt but little the privation of lieing un- 
able to read. Thus cheerfully I passed by my 8ixt3'-fourth 
birthday, thinking probably, like my ancestors, I should 
hold' out. at least ten years longer; not even sighing 
for the re«t of heaven»; for I loved my labor, and the 
candle of the Lord shined in my darkness. Dut on the 
26th of January I rcc«Mved a slight injury in my limb; 
inflammation ensued; and for eighteen weeks I have been 
confined to the house, and till within the last week to my 
bed ; and I have lenrnod by cx|)erience the estreme of 

f physical suffering. I am now convalescent ; my pain tcsa 

. .Severe; but my limb is useless, and will doubtless remain 

HO. This is mv first severe illness. I iiave not been left 

to murmur, but rather to admire the goodness of God. 

,. Friends have ap{)eared on every side, and the unknown 

. future I commit to Him who docth al{, things well, — who 

has loved us and redeemed us to Qod by his own blood. 

He is my light, my strength, and my salvation. 

"And have. I not been highly favored of the Master? 
Is it a small thing that the blessed Jesus has permitted 
me, for the last thirty-five years, to tell the story of a 
Saviour's love to so many thousands ))crishing in the hos- 
pitals and prisons, and that so many of them have accepted 
nia salvation? 

■ 6*. 
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"Accept my thankfl for. the aid yon have given me in 
this biciiscd work, and pray that I may rinlah my courso 
with joy. " Your brother, 

"II. BwSHNttL."* 

This era wuh marked l)y a chan^ in all the purpose*) and 
vicw8 which had heretofore controlled the life of Thomas 
Urainerd. With abated worldly nmbition, with a humbled 
ftpirit, and under earncHt convictions of duty, at the age 
of twenty-three he gave up the law for the gospel. 

Iliti firMt local change in pursuing his new planfl, was to 
avail himself of an opportunity to teach a year in I'bila- 
delphia, to obtain the pecuniary means of entering An- 
duver Theological Seminary. He was located in the north- 
ern part of the city, and connected himself with the Rev. 
Mr. Patterson's church. Extracts from his letters to his 
friend, Wait Talcott, furnish the best account of his life at 
this time. 

" Pbiladelpiiu, Jko. 22d, 1828. 

" Tfo Wait Taloott, Esa 

"I am located in a central and pleasant part of this beau- 
tiful city, and already have a circle of warm-hearted friends 
around me. By a chain of incidental circumstances I was 
brought bore, and took charge of Trenton Academy three 
weeks, the preceptor being abseut on a visit. Friends 
seerfl to have lieen "provided by God to receive me in all 
my wanderings. 

" Mr. Patterson, a devoted minister of the gospel of this 
city, received me to his house and procured pupils for me. 
Life is a rugged road; the scenes of August have left a 
kind of tneinncholy tenderness on my mind which will ac- 
company mo to the grave. In this land of strangers | 
remember you, my dear Wait, with (H-culiar affection. 



* Mr. Baahnolt Iim for nxwaj yesn iMcn tntkll; blinii. Wa ofer B* 
•pologj fur glTing thii h»t*r«<ling Itttar tntir*. 
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Many hundred niileti now soparato us, hut I trust wc are 
both journeying to that bright world where we fthall join 

. hands to part no more. 

" Our beloved Mr. Finney is here preaching with his 
Bocustomed energy. Five or six of the Philadelphia clergy- 
men are much attached to him, while some others oppora 
him. liut prejudice is fast vanishing away, and hundreds 
who camo to find fault, go away ashamed of their jealousy. 
• *,■*.* * " Pray thot Ood would give 

u nie opportunities to do good. I am willing to try the 
burning plains of Africa,«pr the cold regions of North 
America among the Indians, if I think it my djjty." 

To tlu sua*. 

, <• PaiLADiLrBU, April M, 1828. 

• • • " The revival still continues under 

. ' the preaching of Mr. Finney. About one hundred and 
fifty indulge hopes, and three times that number arc anx- 
ious. Mr. Finney is as much engaged as at Rome, and 
nothing is able to stand Ix^fore him. He pursues the even 
tenor of his way ; but little is said by the doctors against . 
* him, and though they stand aloof from the revival, they - 
no longer oppose openly. 

" I attend meetings every evening, and have for months. 
This, with my school and other duties, keeps me constantly 
engaged. 1 am superintendent of a Sabbath-school, and 
one of the Managers of the Sabbath-school Union. * ♦ 

"I expect to leave this place for Andover in July, and 
you will not disappoint mo in the es|>ectation of receiving ' 
a letter from you before I go.'! 



1 • V 



^ CHAPTER IT. 

ANDOVEB TIIIOLOOICAL 8IMIXARY — CORRESPONDENCK— 
1828-f832. 

^ 

WR pain ftlmost our only knowletlcre of Mr. Brninerd'n 
' studout life at Andorerfrom hi8 ivtlcrr* during thcso 
four yoar^. We t<liall niniic Hurh cxtractH from (liA eorrc- 
Bpondonce with frifiids as will illustrate his character and 
purauilH during thit period. < 

" AxDOTEB TlKo. Beii., Aug. tth, IH38. 

'•To Wait Talcott, K^^Q. 

" I left Philddelphia July 15th, and stopping at Trenton, 
New York, Lebniion Springs, and BoMtun, did not reach 
this place till August ^1. 1 am much plensed with the 
iocatioirof the Seminary, and the kind, brotherly feelings 
of the students. • 

" The faculty are plain, fraternal, and affectionate in 
their intercourse with the students." 



Tr*a X«T. CharlM 0. 7lBa«y. -^ 

"Prilii>klpbu, Oct. 2l(t, 182K. 
" Mt DEAR BBAINEBn: 

" Vour letter came duly to hand, and afforded me mueh 
pleasure. I seize a moment iii which to mention a thing 
or two. • 

'' First, lie careful, amid the various specinicns of public 
speaking which are constantly before you, not to become 
ficitpiji»l. Be Hrainerd, or vou will be nobody. 1 have 
(52) , > 'v 
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M«n many young men 8|M)iled by setting up a model and 
•ttnmpting to Tashion themselvca after it. In this tlioy 
fail. In^bc attempt, however, they »poil Ihemmelce* hy 
losingTDoroselvcs under their borrowed manner, and often, 
to observing eycH, render themselves very ridiculous and 
diflgngtin^. ^'>'> 

" Be careful, my d«or Brainerd, not tO'Snfler yourself to 
be criticised out.of Anf^tal auQ colloquial style of eonw 
munication. I caown 8]>ei|k o^Andover particularly as to 
style and mandei*, but. I am certain that much that in 
called pulpit eloqultvce, at the ))re8ent day, is mere booh, 
and noise, and foppery, ] have the greatest con6dencc in 
the piety and theology of Andover, but there arc three 
principal defects in the specimens which I have seen from , 
there, which I shall mention to you with perfect freedom. 
Their young men are not |,ialf enough in earnest. A 
bearer would be very apt often to catch the impression 
-that they were performing profensional duty. This makes 
infidels, however logically they may reason. Unless they 
appear to believe their own message, it would be a miracle 
if others believed it. They are too stiff, there is not 
enough of nature in their manner. They are not collo- 
quial enough. Their style is too elevati-d. their periods 
too round, too much dress and drapery and millinery and 
verbiage al>out their preaching. They arc, or seem to be, 
afraid of being called vulgar. They are not, by the mul- 
titude, understood. I do not mean that lh(!8e things are 
peculiar to Andover ; they are the common defects of roost 
theological students. The more I preach, and the more I 
hear others preach, the more I am improaHcd with the ripe 
conviction that a prominent reason why preaching pro- 
duces so little cITccI is, because it is not understood. Young 
men are often afraid and ashamed of using common words. 
From this error stand off wide. Keep clear, or you make 
shl^reck of your usefulness. I am called vulgar, and 
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yet I And that I oftrn use ]angnnge that a great part of 
my heartira tlon't. understand. 

" Tho frmurk is often made to mo, ' I nev<'r understood 
prcai.-hing until I heard you.' Don't think by thiu that I 
mean to make myself a standard. liy no means. I only 
mean to advert to tho fact, that if a man will he under- 
stood, lie must dare to tx; called vulgar. There is another 
thing, however, of infinite importance to a student of 
divinity, and that in \vliic-h it is not slander to say almost 
all.niiuisters greatly fail. I mean a Kjtiril of prayer. 

" I am convinced that nothing in the whole Christian 
religion is so difficult, and so rarely attained, as a praying 
heart. Without this you arc as weak as weakness itsi'lf. 
With it you are irrenintiblc. This would be thought a 
atrango remark by some, and to savor strongly of fanati* 
cisin. But I tell yoa, my dear B., before the millennium 
comes the church ^ill have to turn over a new leaf, and 
lake a new lesaon on the nuhject of prayer. You reniemljer 
this! When I think how almost certain you are to loso 
what of' the praying spirit you ever had, and come out of 
the Seminary very wine, but very dry, and go about ' sow- 
ing seed,' without unction and' life and spirituality, I am 
distressed, and could I raise my voice with sufficient 
strength, you would hear my cry, ' Braincrd, beware I Lay 
down your books and pray !' Frequent sea»on» of secret 
fasting and prayer are, in my own mind, wholly indisj)en^ 
sable to the keeping up an intercourse with Ood. ^ 

" My dear brother, let mo say again and again, if you 
lose your spirit of prayer you will do notliing, or next to 
nothing, though you had the intellectual endowments of 
an angel. My txUoviid Brainerd, will you remember thisf 
If you lose your spirituality, you had bttttcr stop and break 
off in the midst of your preparations, and repent and return 
to Qod, or go about some other employment ; for I cannot 
contemplate a more loathsome and abominable object than 
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■n cirthly-mindeiJ minister. The blcfiwd Lord delivrr 
and prcMTve hiit dear charrh from the guidance and influ- 
ehe<B of men wtto kni>n' not what it ii4 to pray. 
" Yours in the best of bonds,* 

"0 0. FiSWET." 

" P. S. — On runntnfT over this letter, it occurre*! to mo 
that theimpresHion mi<jht lie made up«>ii your mind by it 
that I auppoHo the faullii in the manner of preachin^r. which 
I have mpntioned, are more prominent in Andover btuden'.M 
than in otherH. Thia w not ray meaning. Upon the whole, 
] give, in my own mind, the decided prefereni* to Ando- 
vcr above all the seminarief, and think the faultti /««« con- 
Hpicuoua in their Mtudvnta than in other*. Itut ye.t they 
are faulty in these thin;<;s ({encrally. They are too raeait- 
' lircd and dryly syatcutatic to be what they ouj^lit to Ih>. 

"C.G. F." 

We hare given Mr. Finney's letter entire on account of 
the Judicious and practical nature of his instructioos to 
young men who are looking to the ministry. 

T* Wait Taleott, Ik. 

" Ardovh, Oct. 29th, 1818. 

" I have just returned from New Hampshire, — laltored 
in a Unitarian town, with a little orthodox church, who 
have no pastor. I preached twenty times in four weeks, 
and hope did some good. Crowds came to hear. I dealt 
pointedly and faithfully with saints and sinners, — en- 
couraging the former to pray and the latter to rep«nt. I 
l«|k the church with a regret which I believe was fully re- 
ciprocated, if tears mean anything. 

" To-mdrrow the term commences. I am much pleased 

• Ob Ikif Mtar «M indurfed, in the hiBdwritiag of Tbomu BniacrJ : 
." Lord, ■••Ut ■« lo reuiimbcr and practle* lb« preoepU ooDlaincd in 
\\A* ItlUr, for ChrUt't iklK- Amen. • 

" " "T. BB.tixiU." -- 
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with tbis seniinarj, and think I sbsll spend my time vrry 
happily here." 

To tk* Ma*. 

"Arbutir, Juy. lltb, 1829. 

"About six weeks since, I received a statement of the 
proceedinffs of your Temperance Sflciety. I liecanie a 
member of such a society in Philadelphia, and have since 
religiooftly regarded my promise to 'taste not, toach not' 
the liquid fire. I think the time has come for putting 
down a vice which has tainted the life-bIoo<t of society 
and thrown myriads of immortal iMiinga into perdition." 

T* tk« Mm*. 

J" ASDOTKB, Hkrvh 4th, 1820. 
♦ • * • • <• Residing in this peaceful, 
consecrated seminary, associating almost exclusively with 
those who have drank at the fountains of ancient and 
modern science, who- have alHO sanctified their literary 
acquisitions at the altar of heaven ; enjoying good health, 
every want supplied and almost every wish gratified, I 
would most gratefully recognise the kind bapd of a benefi. 
cent Qod, and devoutly bless Him who hath given me a 
pleasant heritage. Mercy, undeserved and abundant, has 
been my portion. Light has ri^en in darkness, joy in the 
midst of grief, hope out of despair, and rich consolations 
and support in the hour of trial. Ditl my conscience tell 
me that omniscience approVemthe sensations of my heart 
and the actions of my hands; could I believe that daily 
I was laying up a treasure for eternity, I should be. 
happy. 

"But no place is too holy for the intrusion of vain 
thoughts, ambitious purposes, unaanctiRed affections: 
Thejr entered heaven and poisoned the tOve of angels j 
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thej entered Paradise and taught man to rebel af^aloHt hia 
God ; tbrj entered amid the little band that Jcaua chose, 
and caused one to sink to perdition. Such feelings some- 
times And a place in theschools of the prophctH; they are 
aonietiroea felt by him who ministers al the altar. 

" Wherever felt or found, they carry in their train spiritual 
sickness and death. How natural it is to wish to be called 
a grreat man ; to have popularity ; to be admired, flattered; 
and yet how sinful arc such wishes ! Gratified, they do 
not procure happiness; and ungratified, they certainly pro. 
duce misery. Have men of genius accomplished most for 
the cause of Ood and amelioration of the condition of man ? 
Look at Byron— ra meteor which shed a lurid glare on the 
earth, quenched in the ocean of eternity,— its course can 
onlyHie known by the arid, scorched, blackened track which 
it leaves behind. Such has been the influence not of By> 
ton and Voltaire only, but of nine-tenths of all men of 
genius, who have lived and demoralized society and died. 
This is being ''damned to everlasting fame. May you and 
I, dear Wait, keep at the foot of the cross ; and if there 
we do our duty, Jecua will say to ua in another world, 
' Come up higher I' 

" The boy,s in the academy have the cannol) out to-day, 
to celebrate the inauguration of Jackson. 

" Your sincere friend and Christian brother, 

"T. Beainekd." 



. "AiDOTia, April KkflSM. 

"Mr DEAR Wait: 

" Andtfver has become to me a home. It is truly a conse- 
crated, lovely place. Gratitude and devotion to tiod ought 
to burn in our hearts and melt on our lips, that in this 
place where the wicked (ourselves excepted) trouble not, 
wncre the cares of the world oppress not, we may prepare 

• ■ .. 



68 " I'iriS OF MKV. TU0MA8 BRAIfTgRD, D.D.^ 

ouraelres with tbe armor of truth tbM we m%j fight the- 
iMttles of the Lord. 

"A thoDsand interesting recolle<ition8 are associated 
with this place. Parsons, Pisli, Mills^ Judaon, Neweir, 
once trod the ground which we tread ; offered op their 
morning and evening derotions %% the same social altar. 
They had our trials and more than oor devotion. Thejr 
' sleep sHentl; on the burning plains of Asia — their warfare 
over. Could I feel as they felt, and was I qualified as they 
were, I would cbeerfblly abandon all that is near and dear 
in my native country to follow their footsteps ; but, alas I 
how often does sin and unbelief and selfishness cloud my 
own hopes and render me indifferent to the sighing of % 
lost world! The sinner stretches out his imploring hands 
for that gospel to which he has never listened, and I feel 
little and do little lor the blessed cause of that Saviour 
who abjured heaven for me. 

" The cause of temperance prospers here. That period, 
thank God, has arrived when it is disgraceful for a Chris- 
tian even to taste the slow poison. 

"Mr. Finney is still at Beading, in the midst'of ft 
powerful revival, as usual Pra^for hxml New York, 
Boston, and Philadelphia have in each a revival, if 
these moral hearU could be purified they would send ft 
healthful current through all the veins of our republic. 

"Christians do not seem to be discouraged about the 
Sabbath mails, the sophistry of Colonel Johnson to the . 
ooDtnry notwithstanding. 

"I shall leave this place for Philadelphia a week from 
Monday, — vacation five weeks. I intend to be in Roma 
about the tenth of May. 

" Your attached friend, 

"T. Bbai««».*» 



ooMMssrotrDgycs. 59 

'■^ uw.t. 

" I arrived at this place in health od the 18th ult., and 
am again permitteii to enjoy the society .o( my Chris- 
tian brethren io this school of the prophets. My health is 
good, my studies pleasant, and l^ai happy if the world 
can confer happiness. I am so crowded with study just 
DOW that I am obliged to almost insult you with this 
paltry scrawl. Accept it as an assurance of my affection-' 
ate remembrance for the present, and a pledge of something 
more iutoresttng in the future. 

« ' Abwnt or drnd, a friead •hoaM (till b* dwr ; 
A <l(h .lb* abMBt tlalai, th* ^Mirf a (Mr.' 

" Your true friend, ^ 
# "T. BRAinnD.** 

^ T* tk* Ma*. 

"WiLTOa, M. H., 8«pL lit, ISn. 

"You may be surprised to see my letter ^ated at Wil- 
ton, N. H. It is a pleasant little town, amid the mount- 
ains, the aame in which I spent my vacation last fall. 
They have no pastor, and so I 4!ame up to supply their . 
pulpit over Sabbath. 

" I seo by the Rome Bepublican that Mr. Finney is in 
Rome. He will have a high place among that shining 
number who have turned many to rigbteoasnesa. He is 
wise to win souls, and that certainly is the most dosirabl« 
wisdom. They say he is eccentric, Enthusiastic, etc. And, 
what areiiis wis« censors doing that they take the liberty 
to condemn him f The only way to avoid censure is to 
be tame, silent, still, careful, prudent; and some men are 
able to avoid all censure by pursuing this bourse, and they 
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deserve alH>ut oh mncbpraiHe for their nef^ativu goodneM 
M an oyster. Mr. ^'inney has outlived the uppoflition of 
\m brethren; but be cannot expect to live till he era 
preach the whole counsel of Ood without oppositioD. I 
pray God that the church in Rome, where blvssinga have 
fallen not in detail but' in gross, may be preserved from 
spiritual death." 



T« Wait TalMtt, Zh- 

•• AmwTM, Not. Mlb, ISM.' 
* * ♦ ♦ " Tou knew that one year ago I 



spent a vacation in Wilton, N. H., striving to build qp 
tlte little orthodox church in that town. This church 
reparnied from the Unitarians (who still hold their meet* 
ing-bouse) six years ago. They numbered at first but five 
men and twelve women. They had no meeting-house and 
no pastor. The wealth and infiuencc of the town being in 
the hands of UniUrians, was arrayed against them. They 
hired an ' upper chamber,' for worship, and being favored 
occasionally with preaching from the ministers in the 
vicinity, they have continued to increase to the present 
time. Lost August one of the members came to Audover, 
forty miles, and informed me that the hall in which they had 
been accastonVed to assemble had become absolutely too 
small for them ; that they had undertaken to build a small 
church; that, after taxing themselves to the extent of their 
ability, there was still a deficiency of five hundred and, 
thirty dollars, which must bo procured before the house 
could be finished. They requested me to act as their 
agent. I agreed to devote to the object one vacation of 
five weeks. The business was full of trials. I Sometimes 
laid it before congregations on the Sabbath, biit more fre- 
quently applied in person to the benevolent in each town. 
During the five weeks 1 traveled almost incessantly, but 
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before the end of my allotted time I had collected Ave 
hnndred and! thirty-four dollars. The people of Wilton 
rejoiced in my success, and their (cratltude mora than com- 
pensates for all my toil and labor." 

The permanence <>f the interest which Mr. Brainerd ex- 
cited was a marked feature of his whole career. In the 
spring of IR66 he received a letter from Wilton, written 
in the tremulous hsnd of age, recounting the youthful 
memories of tbirty-Bve years pasj^ 

" WiLTOX, April 2»th, 18M. 

To Rev. T. BaAiNicRD. : ^ - 

* * ♦ ♦ " Some event often brings to mind 
i,be few weeks you spent with us in your early labors in 
the Christian ministry. I have been recalling some of 
those interesting scenes through which we passed when 
you were in Wilton. 

" We ar6 more indebted to you in obtaining the QieAna 
for the building of our church than to any other man. 

" I should be very happy to meet you, and talk of tiier 
put, the present, and the future. 

" God bless you, brother I If, in the kind providence of 
Ood, your footsteps should lead you again to this cherished 
spot (for it must be so to you), we 'should be happy to 
greet you, and come face to face with our cherished friend, 
Thomas Brainerd. 

^ " Tours in Christian love, 

"Z. Abbott." 



' "AiDOTaa, Jiay. irtb, isM. 

Ht deab Fribhd, W. T.: 

• • ♦ • " As our acquaintance has been 
long and the chain of friendship (to use an Indian phrase), 

6* 
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which at an early period connected our hearts, has nerer 
been broken or even cracked ; though my negligence haa 
HODietimes given it quit« a alrelch, I deemed Jt'datjto 
•Dswer your letter first. 

* « * " You Bpealt-of the deciaioD of 

on the Sabbath qucation : ' That the moral Ikw was abro-' 
gated by the advent of Christ.' I had supposed the moral 
lanr to be the great chain which hinds the universe to God. 
The Sabbath was established at the Creation, long, long 
Ijefore the Jewish dispensation. The Decalogue confirmed 
it ; the Apostles, though they changed the day to honor 
the Son of God, observed it as a Sabbath ; their example iik 
or ought to be, a law to all who beli&ve in their divine cold* 
mission ; and so long as God requires worship, so long will 
the obligation to devote the Sabbath to this purpose bind 

individuals auditions. That decision of ought to 

be appended tclBolonel Johnson's famous report, aud both 
published together. 

" Revivals are becoming more- fluent in New Eng- 
land. The dark night seems to be passing away — the 
light of beltven already ecema to streak the East. 

" I pray that above all else we may. seek to promote the 
interests of Christ's kingdom. — and feel deeply for perish- 
ing sinners, — 

"■ Wbo, mttoh liitetMd, jet nothing f<«l ; 
I Mttob menMeii, nothing drea I ; 
U*'* woundi which Uod nione can h«sl| 
Ym d«t« uk bii aid.' 

"Your friend, 

" Thob. Brainerd." 



In tlin spring of 1830 Mr. Brainerd undertook an agency 
ia behalf of Sabbath-srhools in the eastern part of Masaap 
chusetts. Strange as it now api>ear8, they were almost a 
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new itiBtitution in the most enlightened section of the . 
country. 

TaKiMB.J.L. 

"Salim, Hay I3tb, 1830. 
* * * ♦ " You ask how I succeed iu 

my agency. Very well indeed. I have visited five towns, 
most of which are largo sea-port towns, and in each have 
succeeded, by personal interviews and public addresses, in 
.exciting the friends of Sabbath-schools to more vigorous 
exertions. WithinNtwo weeks I have delivered nineteen 
public addresses, many oT whi^h were fnore than an hour 
in length. On the Sabbath I deliver an address in the 
pulpit of one church in the morning, and then go (bur or 
five miles to another church in the afternoon. These, with 
two addresses to Sabiiath-sehools, and one to young men 
on Bible classes, in the evening, make out five speeches on 
the Sabbath, three of which are an hour in length. Then 
I have four or five addresses to make during the week. 
There is perhaps not one student in twenty who is able to 
speak as many hours in a day as myself without injury to 
bis health. I generally speak with great earnestness and 
much physical effort, but still with great ease to myself. 

"Qod has blessed my labors. In one week fifteen new 
scholars were added to one Sabbath-school. In every 
other place Qod, I trust, made me the Sustruniont of 
good. 

" I left Andover April 30th, came to Salem, stayed two 
days, — left two weeks ago to-day, — went through the 
towns of Beverly, Wenham, Hamilton, Essex, and Glou* 
cester, and returned yesterday to this place. To-morrow 
morning I leave to visit Lynn, Morblehcad, Lynnfield, and 
Dunvers; and after, spending about two weeks in these 
^places, I shall return to this city, Salem, and labor one 
week, including the Sabbath, in which 1 deliver an address 



\ 



.Ti!' "T- *,■; K ," 






64 LIFE or REV. THOMAS BRAWSRD, D.D. 

to three chufeheA, apd then our terra commencea, snd I 
shall go to Andover. 

" Yesterday I came from Sandy Bay, a parish on Cape 
Ann, where the peopfb obtain a living by the cod-fishery.' 
On the point of Capo Ann is one of the niost flourishing 
churches in Massachusetts, made up .of those fishermen, — 
many of whom are intelligent and Wealthy, — with their 
wives and children. Mr. Jewett, the pastor, a very good 
man, went to that village twenty-four years ago, and 
found it a moral desolation. He commenced under every 
discouragement, and labored ten years with doubtful suc- 
cess. The Lord has blessed him, and Mr. Jewett has now 
a church of more than two hundred members, a Sabbath- 
school of nearly three hundred members, a moral, atten- 
tive congregation of nearly two thoiikand. The tear 
glistened in his eyes while Mr. Jewett recounted to me 
the wonders God had showed among 'his people. I did 
not, in Sandy Bay, see one man intoxicated, nor hear one 
profane word. The fishermen, while they pursue their 
hazardous and laborious employment on the ocean, are 
acj|;u8tomcd to have prayers morning and evening on 
board their ships." * * * * ♦ * , 

The following letter, to a young friend who had written 
to Mr. Brainerd for some directions to guide him in a 
course of private study, contains suggestions so judicious 
and comprehensive that it may be useful to others. The 
early studies of liis young friend bad been repeatedly in- 
terrupted by inflammation of the eyes, to which fact allu- 
sion is made in the letter. 

• 1 "AiiDOTKR.Hky, 1830. 

" Tou ask my advice about study. I highly approve 
of your purpose of mental improvement. The finest and 
most finished education will grow rusty by neglect of 
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study. Mental caUiration is evcrytbing to tboae wbo 
wiHh to exert an infloence orer mind. 

" In the 6rHt place, let nie advise yon not to injure jour 
eyes. Secondly, carefully revise all the common, every- 
day branches of education. These are more necessary 
than any other, inasmuch as they are to be brought into 
use in the daily concerns of life. Begin, and neglect 
nothing until you understand it perfectly, with Grammar, 
Geography, Arithmetic, Easy Geometry, Civil and Eccle- 
siastical History, as it is found in compends for the schools, 
Natural and Moral Philosophy, on a small but well-ad- 
justed plan. Then Botany, Chemistry, Blair's Rhetoric, 
Astronomy, When you have refreshed your mind on these 
studies, proceed to Paley's Natural Theology, — a little buk 
extremely valuable book, — Paley's Evidences of Christi- 
anity, Alexander's Evidences, Watson's Apology for the 
. Bible, Dick's Christian Philosophy. And if your time is 
not all occupied by titese, try to write out your thoughts 
on some subjects of moral interest. 

"And how will you get time to do so much as I have 
laid but for you f 1st. By rising early, and never looking 
into a book after sundown. If you study evenings, your 
eyes are gone forever. 3d. By improving all the shreds 
and patclies of time. ' Gather up the fragments, that no- 
thing be lost' 3d. By disciplining your mind to think 
tfeadily and ttmighl/orward on a subject, till you under- 
stand it in all its relations ; excluding from the mind every 
thought not connected with the subject before you. 4tb. 
By taking care of your health ; spending a part of every 
day, two hours at least, in vigorous exercise, and remain- 
ing in the house evenings. Are you unwilling to practice 
the solf-deiiial attendant on this course f I know nothing 
better to advise. I practice these things myself, so far as 
cireunistances will admit. 6th. Do one thing at a timo, 
and do that one thing irWt. Persevere in this course 
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Rteadily for % year at least, and then write me an account 
of your progref!*, and if -yon find dilBeultieg, tell ue what 
they are,' and I will try to extricate you." 



ToWaitmMtt,lH. 

" AiDOTia, 8«pt. »lh, 1 830. 

"My dear Friend: 

" Soon after I received your letter, came our vacation. 
I spent it in the south part of this county on an agency 
for Sabbath-schoolg. I visited Marblubead, Salem, Lynn, 
etc. These towns are pleasantly situated on the 8e%8hore. 
east of Boston. I spoke on the subject of Sabbath-schools 
in as many as Btteen towns ; in almost every place to large 
and attentive audiences. My business led me to the t%' 
treroe )>oint of Cape Ann. 

- "At Newburyport I went down into a vault and laid 
my hand on the bones of the great Whitfield, which repose 
in that town. I felt a solemn awe in contemplating the 
mortal remains of that eminent servant of God. I felt the 
vanity of earth while the unsightly skebton of the great 
Whitfield lay before me. He has passed away, and the 
millions who listened to his warnings and entreaties have 
gone with him to the judgment of the great day. He does 
not regret his teal and s^lf-denial. The toil was brief, but 
the rest is eternal ; the self-denial was severe, but the re- 
ward is rich as heaven and enduring as the everlasting 
ages. I cannot be a Whitfield, but God grant that I may 
resemble him in devotion to the cause of my Master. 

" You have. heard of the great Salem trials for the mur- 
der of Mr. White 7 I was there six days listening to the 
eloquence of Daniel Webster. There is something very 
majestic in his appearance. He is a large, bUck-eyed man, 
with large whiskers. There is a fascination in his smile, 
but terror in his frown. As a public speaker, I have never 
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lintened to his equal. He unites good taste, strength, and 
vivacHj. Had be not been engaged in the ease, the mur- 
derer, whom every one knew to be guilty, would probably 
have escaped through a loophole of the law. As it is, to 
the great satisraction of all who love justllge, Yj will be 
hung. 

" I superintend the Sabbath-^chooI in this towu. It is a 
pleasant, but arduous and responsible ofBce. Our school' 
consists of 6ve hundred and seventy, of all ages and con- 
ditions. We have one class over eighty years of age ; 
anQ fifty little ones under f ve. The cxtreihes of life meet 
here. The Lord has blessed us with a revival, which com- 
menced in May, and is still progressing with undiminished 
power. About thirty-five- scholars are indulging hopes, 
and seventy attend the inquiry meeting. They come to me 
sometimes and say, in a tone of deep feeling and affection, 
'Mr. Brainerd, will you pray for me?' Mr. J., a plain 
man ia a remote part of the town, went out about four 
o'clock 'one morning, and saw down by the wall, not far 
f^om Jliis house, a something, ho could fiot tell what. He 
cautiously drew near, and heard a low, faint voice ; he dis- 
covered it was his little daughter, ten years old, oia at four 
o'clock in the momiiig, upon her knees on the damp 
ground, puiying. I could fill a sheet with such cases. 
The revival is not confined to children, but ^tends to all 
ages and conditions. Engaged in such scenes.j^nd hav- 
ing beside my studies the care of such a school, I have 
written but few letters. Our vacation is at hand. \ leave 
AndOver Sept. 83d, and return Nor. Ist 

" Yoars affectionately, 

. "T. QKAiifua" 
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T» Walt TklMtt. 

"AiDOTia, Fab. nth, 1831. 

"Mr DIAB Fbibnd: 

" Your letter brought subgtaDtial evidence of the con- 
stancy and sincerity of your friendship. Accept niy boarty 
thanks. •♦•*♦•»• 

" I have had pecuniary triaU many tiraea since I com- 
menced my studies. The benevolence of my friends in "'^ 

and ._—— have relieved my. pressing necessities, 

BO t4iat I advance comfortably in my course. 

"I was licensed to preach, the last of December, and 
preached my first sermon before the congregation the . 
■econd Sabbath in January. 

" As I draw near the time of my departure from this de- 
lightful seminary, to enter upon the wide world as an am- 
bassador of Christ, a sense of the overwhelming responsi- 
bilities of the sacred office press me to the dust. How can 
1 sustain an office which made even an apostle cry out, 
^'Wbo is sufficient for these things?' I am weak, but 
Qud is omnipotent ; ' I can db all things through Christ 
Btrcogtbening me.' Qod made a pebble in the hiAid of a 
•tripling the instrument of death to the pride of Philistia'a 
host He can sanctify my feeble talents and acquisitions, 
80 that 1 shall b«/ mighty in the armies of Zion. 

" My Sabbath-school still flourishes. Four hundred and 
Ifty attend this winter, though the weather has been peeu- ^: 
liarly cold and tempestuous. Within the last year sixty 
from our Sabbath-school have united with the church. 

'" The poftular feeling in this section of country toward :< 
Mr. Finney has undergone a great change. I should think ..J 
one-half at least of the ministers are entirely favorable to 
him. 

" I graduate at this seminary the 23d of next Septem- 
ber. It is my purpose to go soon after to the Valley of 
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the Mt88i88ippi, to labor, wear out, and die there. But 
before I gpo to mj final destinatioD, I shall visit Leyden 
and Rome. . 

" I must confess that I was sorry to hear that a new 
church was organized in Rome. When there are such 
desolations In our country, I regret that large societies do 
not remain united, if possible, that many may be fed at 
the same time by the same hand. 

" Your* truly, 

"T. BlAINKtD." * 



I* Wait Tsloett, Iiq. 

"AiDovia, July Uth, 1831. 

" Since I first saw you, my long cherished friend, I have 
traveled not a little and seen much. From a hundred dif- , 
ferent individuals I have received professions of affection. 
I have had the fortune, or, a9 it may prove, the misfortune, 
to be in every place where I have labored, a popular man; 
but I have not found, nor do I ever expect to find, a friend 
dearer to me than yourself. Your friendnbip has been so 
disinterested, active, tender, constant and cheering, that I 
feel fully prepared to solve the problem, Does real friend- 
ship exist ? 

" I have now been for three years surrounded by pious, 
intelligent, worthy young men, whom I love and respect ; 
and by whom J have reason to believe that I am esteemed. 
Tet 1 have never formed a friendship with any of these of 
the same familiar character with that which prevails be- 
tween you and me. Thinking of you, I roll back the 
wheel of time'; emotions, too thrilling for utterance, are 
called up by the remembrance of the scenes in which we 
have mingled. • * ♦ * * ♦ . • 

**1 finish my studies in two months; and then, after 
- . .' ,. v.. % 
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making mj friends in IJtica, Rome, and Leyden a short 
visit, shall probably go to the West and thore spend mjr 
life. I kno'w not precisely the place 'where I shall be 
located. ir,^it is a place where I can be uxeful, no matter 
about the rest. 

" Nearly or qnito six hundred attend our Sabbath-school. 
The state of things in the church is rather interesting. Re- 
vivals are all around us. Our class consists of forty-two. 
Eight are going on foreign missions ; thirteen as doniustic 
tnissionaries to the Wvst and South, and the remainder 
will stay in New England. We shall soon be scattered 
over the wide world. 

" It is said that Mr. Finney is coming to Boston. I 
should be glad to see him, although I am fearful his re- 
ception in Boston would be rather fold. I hope he will 
do good. " Your siocere friend, 

"T. Bkainerd." 

Mr. Finney's preaching, like that of Dr. Beecher's, formed 
a new era in the history of the church. It was live preach- 
ing ; and " life from the dead" everywhere followed it. Tet, 
like all new movements, it was viewed witfc Jealousy and 
distrust in many quarters, and especially in New Eng- 
land. 

In July, 1831, a convention met at New I^banon, com- 
posed of leading clergymen, when Dr. Beecher strongly 
expressed'his unwillingness to have Mr. Finney preach in 
Boston. But while attending the General Asttembly, in 
Philadelphia, in 1838, Dr. Beecber writes as follows: 
"There is such an amount of truth arid power in the 
preaching of Mr. Finney, and so great an amount of good 
hopefully done, that it would l>e dangerous to oppose 
him, lest at length we mighf be found to fight against 
God." • 

lu August, 1831, Mr. Finney commenced preaching in 
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Park Street Gbarcb and other churches in Boston, with 
BucceM, by dirert invitation from the pafitorx.* 

Daring Mr. Brainerd'tt residence in Philadelphia, more 
partieolarly while supplying the Trenton Academy, in the 
absence of the principal, he was introduced to the family 
of Mr. Thomas Langstroth, of Trenton, New Jersey. 
Subsequent acquaintance and com>8pohdence while at 
Andover resulted in his engagement to one of his daugh- 
ters. Miss Sarah J. Langstroth, to whom he was married 
October 20tb, 1831. 

T. B. ta Wait MMtt, 1k> ' 

« CiRcnM ATI, Jasjr. 8th, 1831. 
" Mr DiAk Friknd :'■•'. 

" I conclude that yon have lately been entirely at a loss 
when you attempted to imagine where I could be located. 
Tou now see by my date that I have reached the great 
ralley, and sit down to write you from its largest city. New 
Orleans excepted. , 

" Do you wish .^o know a little of my history for the last 
few months f I must be brief, for 1 have many things to 
My in a few words. 

" I finished my studies at Andover, September 30th. It 
was trying to part with my dear citisniates. For three 
years we had studied, walked, worked, recited, and prayed 
together. With some I had share^ the same room and 
bed. With many I had formed most\ntimate and endear- 
ing friendships ; friendships which I trust will travel over 
the grave far down to eternity. It was hard to part from 
these friends. Some were to remain in New England* 
Some, with me, were to climb the Allugbanies, and labor 
and die in the great valley. Some, a few, but six or seven, 

II »i II 1 i—.-i I ,. -I ... >■— ■ ........ „.,. .,, ,.,,,,. I 1 » I I 

* Utt of IUt. Ljrma BMoUr, toI. 11. pp. 101, IM, S4t. 



■!^w5?lf^" 



tt LiFB or ast. rnoMAS BMArirssn. d.d. 

* 

were to ffo far hence to the Gentiles, and to plant the stand- 
ard of JeouH in the ittles of the aea or on the plaina of Asia. 
From naanj I was to part for life, to sec them no more 
until life should be past, and they and I should be sum- 
moned, with the souls to whom we had ministered, to the 
bar of Ood. The scene is over. Our class is scattered 
to the four winds. The daj of our parting is one that 
will stand out in bold relief in the history of our life. We 
shall look back upon it with tender sadness, until the band 
of death shall unbar the gates of eternity, and reassemble 
us, as we hope, in the upper sanctuary. 

"From Andover^ in company with ten others, I pro- 
ceeded to New York, and was there ordained as an Evan- 
gelist From thence I proceeded to Trenton, New Jersey, 
and was married Xa Miss Sarah J. Langstroth, of tltt(t 
city. So far, I had never relinquished my purpose of 
visiting Rome and Leyden. But, after consulting with 
my friends, I found at this season, the last of October, 
that it would be very unsafe for us to cross the Lakes, 
and concluded to come over the mountains to Pittsburg, 
and BO down the Ohio. We started Aroni Philadelphia, in 
the stage, October 85th,"aDd began to ascend the mount- 
ains the S7th. The third day of our journey we had 
climbed the highest peak between Phila«]elpbia and Pitts- 
burg. We then began to breathe the atmosphere of the 
great valley. As I looked far west on this valley and re- 
flected that in some part of it my ash^ would probably 
rest, aa I thought of the friends I had left, bebin^ and of 
the uncertainty before nte, I could not refrain from tears. 
October 29th, we reached Pittsburg. It is a stirring place, 
of twenty-two thousand inhabitants. We were three days 
descending the Ohio to this place, Qve hundred and fifty 
miles. When I reached Cincinnati, the Fourth Presby- 
terian Church was vacant. I was invited to preach. The 
people were pleased, and have given lue an iuvitatiou to 
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«Uj with them. I shall probably remain. I board with 
a brother clergyman, pastor of the Sixth Church, and am 
pleasantly situated. 

"Cincinnati has a population of thirty thousand. My 
congregation is small, but increasing. 

"May the blessing of God make you perfect in all 
things. " Your friend, 

r "T. Bbainerd." 

We make the following extracts from the journal of Mr. 
Brainerd's sister, who was in New York at this time. 

" Oct 7th, 1831. This has been a solemn evening to nie. 
I have attended my brother's ordination. The sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Cox, from Jer. xxiii. 28: 'The 
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; and be 
that hath my word, let him speak^niy word faithfully.' 

" Six others were ordained with him, mostly young men 
destined for the Valley of the Mississippi. The whole 
service was peculiarly interesting, and closed with the 
missionary hymn, — 

'* ' Frmn OrMDlaod't ioy moantiftiii,' •to." 

" Oct 20th. This evening my brother is to be married. 
Circumstances preveKit my attending his wedding." 

" Oct 22d. ToHlay 1 have parted with my dear brother 
Thomas, and heaven only knows whether I arii to see him 
again in this world. He, with his wife, sailed for Pbila> 
delphia, and fW)m thence they will proceed to Kentucky. 
He could not visit Oneida and Lewis Counties, which he 
regretted very much. He spoke of father and his brothers 
in Leyden with much tonderness, and said, ' I shall in all 
probability never see father again.' 

" From an upper window I saw the steamboat leave the 
wharf, and grazed upon it until it was hid from view, and 
1* 
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neither smoke nor flag was seen. I then returned to my 
own room and relieved my heart with a flood of tears." 

It rtiust be remembered that "going to the West" thirfy. 
eight years ago, when the toilBome journey was made by 
slow stages, through many weeks, was a vcfy different 
thing from being whirled oyer an iron track l>y the " Light- 
ning Express Train" in thirty hours, at the present day. 
Our home missionaries went with the same renunciation 
of home and family ties as the foreign missionaries to 
Ceylon and Burmah. 

-iff In a letter to her brother, some weeks later, this sister 
writes : " I have been earnestly solicited to attend the 
theater while I have been in New York, but, thanks to the 
early instructions of my dear parents, who taught me to 
despise theatrical performances, I have had uo inclination 
to go. A gentleman said, ' If you would be persuaded to 
go this evpiiing I think your prejudices would all vanish.' 
To whiiifa I replied, ' I hope never to be less prejudiced 
than I now am. If I have never attended theaters, I 
kaow their bad effects and their natural tendency to dissi- 
pation on those who have.' 

"And shall I tell you what the wonderful play is that 
has drawn thousands together this season, and is to-night 
repeated for the /oil WeeNtA time f 

OiNDKEUXA ; OR, Thi Littlk Olabs Slippkr 1 1 

" We should think this ought to be the last story got np 
^0 entertain rational beings." 

On the blank leaf of Mr. Brainerd's Andover Bible was 
recorded the following "resolutions:" ; 

"At a meeting of the Senior class in TheoIogieAl Sem- 
inary at Andover, Sabbath oveuing, Sept. S6th, 18S1, — 
unanimously 

" Beuoloed, 1. That we consider ooraelvea pledged to 
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Msiflt each other in the great work in which we are en^ 
gaf^d ; and that we will strive to promote eaeh other's 
reputation, influence, and happiness at all times and in all 
places. , , « 

" 3. That we will always remember each other in prayer 
on the evening of the monthly concert." 

On another leaf of the same Bible was written by 
Mr. Brainerd, many years afterward, "This Bible has 
gone with me as a home missionary in the West; was 
once lost and carried sixty miles from me, but finally 
got back ; went with me to Ireland, Scotland, England, 
France, Belgium, and Switzerland; and was in my berth 
when I was WTecked in the Great Britain, in Dundrum 
Bay, Sept. 22d, 1846." 

The same Bible, his constant traveling companion, was 
taken fk-om hi» valise on Thursday, the 23d of August, 
1886, — the day alter his sudden death at Scranton, Pa. 

txvm Brr. UuA KlmbiOL 

-' "Lktokr, April SOth, 1833. 

* * * * "I did expect we should see you 
■gain in Leyden when you left Andover, but we have 
little prospect now of meeting till we stand before the 
Judgment-seat of Christ If we are faithful in the labors 
to which we are ipalled, our meeting then will be a happy 
.one. ■'♦',.■<*;♦ ♦ • . ♦■ ' • * 

" Yon are young, and have just entered the war. You 
are placed in a highly responsible station ; may Qod give 
you grace to be humble, faithftil, and successful. I feel 
interested in your welfare as well as your future useful- 
ness. I want you should do much good. 

" It gives me no satisfaction to hear that you are highly 
—taem ed among men, or that you are rich, any further 
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than you iraproro these advantages to do good. But the 
thoagbt that you are truly consecrated to the service of 
the Saviour, if I know my own heart, this rejoices me. Be . 
careful to keep at the feet of Christ. The valley of humili- 
ation is a safe place for the Christian. Never think you 
have done your duty till you have done all you can. 
' Where much is given much will (le required.' 
" May Heaven's blessing rest upon you. 
" With much affection, 

" Your friend and brother in the gospel, 

" Rkubl Kimball." 

Mr. Brainerd's brother, Hecekiah, in closing a letter to 
him, about this time, says : " Yob are remcmliered with 
' much affection by all your friend! here, and by none more 
'than Mrs. Reuel Kimball. She cannot speak of you with- 
out tears. She says she loves you as much as any of her 
children." - 
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rnUT PASTORATB AT CIXCINITATI — ■DITOMHir— 
CORKEBPUMDKNCK — 188t-5. 

UtUr to Itr. 0. S. Irtk.— nbUiJkti ia O* "Oluiitiu HmkM." 

" PaiLiDii.'pau, Dm. Uih, 1(M. 
«TN the fall of 1881, with a Home MiMionar^'s com- 
■L miiMion in my pocket, I started for what we then 
called the ' Valley of the MisBissippi.' I had not the least 
idea of the place where I should find a resting^spot This 
was to be determined by the six gentlemen who constituted 
the Executive Committee of the Home Missionary Agency 
at Cincinnati. With my young wife I reached your city 
about the 26th of Norerober, and wts hospitably received 
and entertained for two weeks in the family of my vener- 
ated friend, Judge Burnet As it was settled by the Com- 
mittee, I was located in the Fourth Church, in the eastern 
part of the city. F'ront Street, above Deer Creek, wis nn- 
paved, and I had to make my way to the church in the 
deep mud, in which my poor wife often lost her overshoes. 
There were about sixty grog-shops in my parish, and yoa 
may readily imagine that my ministry was no sinecure. 
With the enthusiasm of youth I entered on my labors, 
and, by the blessing of God, soon gathered a pleasant little 
congregation, and a Sabbath-school of three hundred chil- 
dren. Thirty were added to the church the first year. I 
visited over and over every family from Deer Creek to Co- 
lumbia ; and by sympathy with the sick, a nd kindness to 
the poor, gained an influence in the entire community. la 
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the cholera of 1832, six beads of families died within eight 
doors of my dwelling. I sometimes followed to the grave 
three persons in an afternoon, as their bodies were home 
to their last resting place on draya. In short, I identified ' 
my aflTnctions and sympathies with my little church and its 
peculiar surroundings. I bare never heed happier since, 
and have no doubt, had I been let alone, I could have 
labored there pleasantly to this day. The affections and ' 
prayers of my little flock at Pulton have followed me, I 
believe, through years of absence and change, and I still . 
regard individnals among them with most affectionate in- ' 
terest. My salary was six hundred dollars for pastoral 
labor, with one hundred dollars added for my services as 
Clerk of the Executive Committee of the Home Mission* 
ary Agency. I not only lived comfortably on this sum, , 
but paid out of it, in two years, three hundred and fifty 
dollars, which I owed at Andover for my education, 
library, etc. If any of your people think this could b« 
done in 1860, bid them remembe^that m 1832 I paid one 
dollar and fifty cents a cord for wood, eighty dollars for 
bouse rent, twenty-five cents for turkeys, six cents for 
chickens, four cents a dozen for eggs, and other things in 
proportion. I may here say, as a pleasant incident of my- 
introduction to Crncinnati, that the second week after my :. 
arrival I was waited upon by EInathaa Kemper, tlie 
founder of Lane Seminary, and invited to preach ,on a 
Wednesday evening, in bis log-house, on Walnut Hills. 
Starting about half-past six with a lantern, I waded the 
stream again and again, through Deer Creek Valley, and 
struggled through the deep mttd beyond, so as to reach 
the place at eight o'cluck. It cost me a fever of six weeks, 
but gained for me the friendship of Mr. Kemper, which 
terminated only with his life. As he bad no pew-rent to 
pay at the seminary, where he worshiped, he sent me 
fifteen dollars a year toward my salary in Fulton. 
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" While I WBH engaged in my putoral work I occasion- 
•tijr wrote an article for the Cincinnati Journal, and this 
induced the Pastoral Association, in the winter of 1833, to 
ask me to take charge of the paper as editor. As I had 
no desire for the work, no experience as editor, and no 
wish to leave roy field, I promptly declined. But as the 
paper had no responsible editor, and was floundering on in 
constant difficulties, the' Pastoral Association, in March, 
1833, made another deliberate onset on mo, to persuade 
me to take the paper ; and this time, very reluctantly, I 
yielded to their urgency. It may interest the present 
generation of Cincinnati to know who composed, at that 
time, the Pastoral Association. Of those who met once a 
week for counsel, and who managed church affairs in the 
New School branch of our denomination, few now remain 
in your city. They were Lyman i}«!echer, James and 
William Gallagher, 'Asa Mahon, Professors Biggs, Buter, 
and Stowe, 1*. 8. Polsoin, Dr. Slack, Lewis .D. Howell, 
Thomas Cole, Daniel C. Blood, Benjamin Graves, A. F. Mor- 
rison, A Bullard, J. Spaulding, and though last, iipt least a» 
a manager, F. Y. Vail. Some of these seldom attended, 
but their places were occasionally filled up by the pres- 
ent of Father John Thompson, Gideon Blackburne, and 
David Nelson, men of blessed memory. Such were those 
that ' put me into' the editorship of the Cincinnati Jour- 
nal, and sustained me in it by their influence and their 
pens 

" On a Thursday morning, in the spring of 1833, I left 
my house in Fulton, and, with a troubled spirit, went to 
the Journal ofllce, sontheast corner of Main and Fifth 
Streets, when Corey and Fairbanks, the proprietors, fur- 
nished me with a batch of exchange pdpers, and installed 
me in my high office. I was twenty-eight years of age 
only. I had never seen a newspaper made up, and of the 
details of editing was profoundly ignorant. I was stunned 
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bj the cry of ' copy I' ' copy !'- and tbonght I slioald utterly 
fail to find material in one day for twelve mortal columns, 
to fill the outside pages. When I came to the inside it was 
worse still, and I was heartily sick of myself and the whole 
concern for the first three or four weeks. But I was on a 
tread-mill, and must keep stepping, until practice gave me 
some skill, and habit made my work tolerable. 

"The Cincinnati Journnl was estfiblisbed, I think, 
about 18S7 or 1828, under' the influence of Presbyterians 
of the Old and New School combined, and was among the 
first religious papers published in the great valley. Before 
I assumed the editorial charge, it had been sulijected to 
various changes under the pressure of poverty, and the 
rising spirit of controversy had separated it from ttke con- 
fidence of the Old School bodies. Its subscription list 
amounted to eleven hundred, scattered over the wide West. 
But we had some great advantages. The publishers, 
Corey and Fairbanks, were intelligent, enterprising, gener- 
ous men. B(tve the Catholic I'elegraph, there was no 
other religious paper published in Cincinnati, tlpisco- 
palians, Methodists, and many person.} of no religious de- 
nomination, took the paper freely, so that in a year and a 
half after I became editor the subscription list had risen to 
ovef two thousand, and by the purchaseof the Luminary, at 
Lexington, we at one time circulated four thousand copies. 
Mr. Eli Taylor, who purchased the establishment from 
Corey and Fairbanks, was more than their equal in energy, 
and under his auspices the paper hud a wide sweep through 
the West. Our publishers, at an early day, got up also a 
Juvenile publication ((Ae first, I believe,. tUarted in the 
great valley), called the Child's Nevmpaper, of which we 
circulated three thousand copies semi-monthly. Of the 
twelve columns of the first number of this paper, I wrot« 
nine. My only reward for'this extra labor was the grati- 
tude of (be little children of the West, and the hope that I 
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wan doin|( Bonic f^ood. This little papor aQcrwanl be- 
came tbe Youth'* Magazine, and under ttomu name or furni 
may be Mill alive. 

" I look back now on my editorial lire in the West with 
mingled eniotiouH. As a general thing, my labors were 
cheered by the approbation of good men, and my olBee 
opened the way to fricndrihips which can only end with life. 
No man ever had more enthusia.sm for the We:*t, and few 
have ever met in the West sweeter tokens of love and con- 
fidence. 1 failed often in duty, doubtlcHS; but, under all 
tbe opposition I received from sectarian prejudice and ex- 
cited philanthropy run wild, I was sustained by the con- 
sciousnesii of good intentions, and the sympathy of the 
best of friends. 

" In June, 1835, my wife died of cholera one day, and 
her cherished domestic, almost an adopted daughter, tho 
next. My house was literally left desolate. 1 continued 
my labors until May, 1830, when, Ik-ing elected to tbe 
Oeneral Assembly, 1 hiri?d Henry Wai-d lieecher, at the 
rate of five hundred dollars a year, to conduct the paper 
till my return. It was his first dibut in public life, and 
he sustained his responsibilities well. Tim workl has heard 
of him since. 

"In May, 1836, the Cincinnati Journal, with all the 
conflicts of opinion around and. all the new papers started, 
■till bad about tbree thousand six hundred 8ulM4cril)erR. 
One thousand two huAdrcd of these were in Kentucky, 
Western Virginia, Tennessee, and Northern Alabama. 
The pa|)er has always been antislavery in principle, but 
always fratcrnalin its spirit toward the South, and the 
conacicnce of tbe South sustained it. Twcnty-Qve years 
of reflection have only confirmed me In tho conviction that 
the position of the paper was Christian and wise. 

" When I left your city I exp«M:tcd to return to my post. 
My name was kept on tho pa|>er until December ; but, 
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with my home in tho West dcBolated by death, with en- 
feebled health, and new eastern social tics, I waa induced 
to give up editorial life and return to pastoral labor, which, 
ft-om my connection with Pr. Beccher, in the Second 
Church of Cincinnati, I had never entirely suspended. 
For near twenty-five years I have been the happy pastor 
of a faithful and affectionate church here ; but it will 
always be my Joy that I was allowed, at' an early period 
and in an humble degree, tp aid in forming the character 
of the millions of the mighty West, and to secure there 
friends whose remembrance and sympathy have refreshed 
my heart through a quarter of a eentdry^ 

"Your friend, 

" Thomas BrainCrd. 

" P:S. — I ought to say, in justice to those who established 
and sustained the Cincinnati Journal by their capital, that 
all the sacrifices of this description were borne by them. 
They paid me one thousand dollars a year simply for edit- 
ing the paper. * "T. B." 

In the Cincinnati Journal of March 8th, 1833, it was 
announced by the proprietors that Rev. Thomas Brainerd, ' 
pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, would here> 
after be editor of the Journal. 

We make the follow^ing extracts from Mr. Brainerd's 
introductory article : 

- "In assuming the editorial responsibilities of the Cin- 
cinnati Journal, the undersigned deems it his duty to say 
a few words to its patrons. When first invited by the 
publishers to the post be now occupies, he gave a prompt 
negative. Having already under his pastoral care a small 
but united, growing, and much levud church, be felt an 
extreme reluctance to assume new and oppreasive respon- 
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Bibilitiea ia ano^er field of labor. But foar months* re- 
flection, and more eHpecially tbe advice of friends, to whose 
counsel be gives weight, have induced him to review and 
finally reverse his first decision. The adoption of the 
sentiment, that every man is bound to ex|iend his influence 
where it will promote^the greatest good, has compelled 
him, much against bis personal predilections, to take the 
editorship of thts paper: 

" Of his ability to make it a first-rate family paper, it 
would ill become him to speak. On this point the suf- 
frages of tbe religious public will finally give a righteous 
decision. 

" But he may be allowed to speak frankly of the prin- 
ciples on which it will be conducted, and the purposes at 
which it will aim. Its pacific character will not be changed. 
While its influence will be mainly devoted to tbe advance- 
ment of morality and pure religion, through'the agency of 
the Presbyterian Church, it will breathe a kind spirit 
toward other evangelical denominations. Inasmuch as 
the true church of Christ, though apparently divided, is 
essentially one, it will constantly encourage those volun- 
tary associations of good men, who without sacrifice of 
truth or conscience, can meet on common ground for the 
promotion of benevolent objects, and thus give unity and 
strength to the armies of Zion. 

* «* *'«[ *4i «« 

"In conclusion, the undersigned would most cordially 
Invite ministers of the gospel, and others who feel an in- 
terest In the objects designed to bo promoted by the 
Cincinnati Journal, to make it a medium of transmitting 
their best thoughts to the religious public. He need nut 
remind them that so long as Christian philanthropy brands 
with the odious name of miner, the being who hoards up 
gold to charm his private eye, she will not exonerate fN»m 
blame those reflecting, takioted men who bury in their own 
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Itoflom^i, or limit to their own nci^hlmrliood, thovghtn 
which, properly arranged and placed on thn wingo of thq 
press, would enlighten and UesA half a world. 

" Thomas Brai NERD." 

Although written at a later pcrio<l, this narrative i« Mr. 
Brainerd'8 own account of his firnt experience as a pastor 
and editor. l*ho kind, maternal interest shown to biro by 
Mrs. Judge Burnet, was never withdrawn during his life. 
She took him and his wife to hor house until they could 
procure suitable accommodations elsewhere, and when 
. they coninien(:ed housekeeping, she contributed many lux- 
uries to their living Which would have been entirely be- 
yond the reach of their limited means. They were sup- 
plied five yeors with an abundance of excellent milk and 
cream, by her considerate kindness; and Judge Burnet 
persuaded Mr. Brainerd to sell his horse, assuring him that 
one of bi s ow n finc^uws should always be at his service. 
The rcUglo^^M^ff^f the newly settled Western States 
demand^fflVequent meetings of Presbytery, and appoint- 
ments for preaching were widely separated, so that a 
horse was a necessary accompaniment to tiie action of 
every public man,. 

Exposures, by day and night travel, to the influences of 
a new climate brought on a serious attack of typhoid fever 
during the first winter of \fr. Brainerd's residence in Ohio. 
After several weeks' illness, when ho seemed to he sink- 
ing, Mrs. Judge Burnet took charge of him, and by tho 
aid of good nursing, and some of Judge Burnet's good 
old wine, he finally rallied. His wife was sick with fever 
at the same time, but less seriously, and recovered more 
rapidly. 

Mr. Brainerd threw his whole heart into whatever en- 
gaged his attention. lie identified his interests with his 
little church at Fulton, and gave all his energies to its ea« 
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largement His labors wrre attended with a good degree 
of success, and many plcasaot Triendships originating in 
his first church, were perpetuated through life. 

Inquiring after some of his Sabhath-school boys, in his 
later visits to Cincinnati, he found one attorney-general 
in a neighboring county of Kentuclcy, while others had be- 
come wealthy and pro.vpcrous merchants and mechanics. 
The ingenious inventors and manufacturers of the steam 
fire-engine, now so universally relied upon,, were two 
orphon boys of his first Sabbath-school, — the Latta 
brothers. ^ 

Six years after his settlement in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Brainerd received a letter from one of his old members 
in the Fourth Church, asking aid for an improvement in 
their church building. lie says: 

" No matter how small the donation, it could come from 
no source where it would be received with such grateful 
emotions as through the agency of our beloved pastor, 
whose memory still lives in our prayer-meetings as vividly 
as though he were among us as in days gone by, and it 
will always be written upon our hearts in connection with 
our highest hopes and interests. 

"A few evenings since a man arose in our pulpit, and, 
after taking his text, stated that he owed his conversion 
to a sermon preached from the same text by the Rev. Mr. 
Brainerd, Then, as we lifted pur hearts to Qod in thanks- 
giving, wo felt under reiiewed obligations to continue our 
prayers, that the blessing of Ood might still attend the 
labors of one so dear to our hearts, and whose labors have 
been to us as 'seed sown in good ground.' 

" Your brother in Christ (the tie rendered doubly dear 
by our long acquaintance), 

■"A--A. Vi&icK." 

' -fi^. . ^ "■' .■ ■■• ••■■-.■ 
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AnotbiT note, dntrd March 81st, I8CI, wan received 
from Laurel, Indiana: ' • 

"DbarSii: 

" Do you reniciulivr tlic little orphan prirl you took in 
your Btudy, a small room in the Uriels houxc in Fulton, the 
night before you removed to Cincinnoti, there to pray for 
and with her? And while prayinfr, you laid your hand 
on her head, asking (lod to bleio* and watch over her lonely 
state and make her a uHoful woman. The scene in your 
study has been treasured in my heart as one of the w^ar- 
est and almost the only bright one of my lonely child-' 
hood. *•• • ♦ ** *• 

" I am now njarrie<l, and surrounded by all the comforts 
of life. I should like very much to see you, and hear 
again your kind voice. I think you would enjoy a visit 
among us, and should you come, renicml>cr my house 
must Jie your home." 

"E.J.J." 

Many such tokens of affectionate remembrance rame to 
Mr. Vrainerd in afler-years; the bi>st earthly reward » 
faithful mfiiister can receive. 

The following xketcb wos furnished by Dr. J. W. Dnn- 
ham, a member of the Fourth Church, and I think an 
elder, during Mr. Drainefd's short ministry there: 

" Mr. Urainerd came West with a numbep-pf classmates, 
young ministers from Andover Theological Seminary, not 
knowing where the Lord would give him a field to culti-"^ 
Tate. The Fourth Church was without a pastor at that 
time, and he was prevailed upon to labor with them. It 
was a small and feeble church, located in the eastern pait 
of the city, and composed mainly of laboring men with • 
their families. Uis salary was small, and yet I apprehend 
at no period of his laborious Ufa did b<B put forth more 
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phyaical and mental lal>or than while hero. His zca^ave 
eviilenra tBa^ he entci'ed the ministry, not for tbo ' loaves 
and fii>be8,' but for the honor of bis Master, and the good 
of roqIs. : 

" Seldom has a yonng minister liecome more popular aa 
a preacher, or nmrc dearly lK>lovcd by' his peopkj. His 
constant aim was to interest and instruct them. 

"At one time he gave notice that on the following; Sal>- 
bath he would preach a fcrmon to younp: men, from the 
words, ' Run, f>])eak to this young mAn.' When the hour 
for service arrived the house was filled with attentive 
hearers, and many remembered that occasion to the end of 
Hfe. 

"At this time the Mormons commenced their work of 
proselyting, and for some weeks labored with i zeal worthy 
a better cause. They succeeded in makin;^ a number of 
converts within the bounds of Mr. Rrainerd's parish, but 
without unsettling the faith of any of his people. 

"Mr. Brainerd procured a copy of the Mormon Bible, 
and, after making himself familiar with its inconsistencies, 
gave notice that he would deliver a course of lectures on ' 
Mormonism. B3' the time he concluded his lectures but 
little was heard in that region of Morroonism." 

OniB of the anecdotes connected with these lectures, 
which Mr. Brainerd was fond of telling, was this: In the 
Mormon book allusion is made to the mariner's compass 
long before the power of the magnet was discovered. Mr. 
Brainerd pointed out this anachronism. A few days aller, 
a man brought the Bible to him, and read with an air of 
great triumph the verse in the twenty-eighth chapter of 
Acts, where, after Paul's shipwreck, it is written : " We 
fetched a compags and came to Khegium." To his mind 
this was conclusive evfdence that Paul had the bruefit of 
the mariner's compass in bis nautical experience. 
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A distiller in Cincinnati, namcil Absalom Death, placed 
over the door of his manufactory Ibo words : " Absalom 
Dbath — RtonriED Whisky.'* A lady read the sign care- 
lessly, " Abtolute Dcath-wKectified Wliioky;" and after 
reaching her borne commented upon this lingular adver- 
tlliement. In bis paper of that week Mr. Braiocrd said, 

" Mrs. , passing dowu Main Street, noticed the sign, 

'Abaolute Death — RecUfied Whiisky,'' and was a gpood deal 
surprised that a man should put i\xceffeclii of bis traOic so 
prominently before the eyes of his customers." As the 
item created some talk and merriment, Mr. Brainerd soon 
learned that Mr. Death Was very indignant, and threatened 
to whip the editor. One morning, while engaged at his 
desk in the offic«, one of the clerks told him a man wished 
to see him in the front room. Mr. Brainerd came forward, 
and met there a man of great sice, six feet four inches high 
and of two hundred and GAy pounds weight. He bowed 
to the stranger, who opened the campaign by saying in ft 
gruff voice, "My name it Death!" The solemnity of the 
announcement, the name, and the story connected with it, 
■truck Mr. Brainerd as irreaistibly ludicrous. With an 
effort to preserve bis gravity, he replied, " You have got 
a very queer name, Mr. Death ;" and was then unable 
longer to repress bis laughter, in which the by-standers, 
and 6nally his really good natured visitor, hear\^y joined. 
This ended the whole thing. Mr. Death recogl^zed the 
affair as a joke, and remained very friendly toward Mr. 
Brainerd ever after. And be soon gave up bis tralBc ia 
alcohol. Whether the " abtolule death'' was the agent ia 
this result or not, be never confessed. 

Professor O. M. Mitchell, the astronomer, settled in 
Cincinnati about the same time that Mr. Brfcinerd did. 
They were very nearly the same age, similar in many 
points of character, and naturally sympathized in each 
other's circumstances. When Mr. Brainerd preached in a 
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Qoing to hear him bj 
(if the larfrrHt and bei 
Jayne'B Hall, Profi-w 
lecture, throw hifl arm 



\nf( aehool-boaRe, holdin/ir a ta11()w candle in one band, hj 
which to read the hymns ana the text (he wan nnincnni- 
bered wtth mannftcript in XhaLt darR), O. M. Mitchell waa 
hia freqnent anditor. On ybtlier creningn Mr. Drainerd 
wanld rally half a dozen jpung frienda to " gn and bear 
Mitchell lectnre on astronnmy ;" and Hnd him in some ol>> 
Hcnre bnildinj;, with junt Ihrht encmfrh to render "darknet>a 
risible ;" but from out of ihat darknef>H fla^ihed the ^lorioua 
llgiitg of the firmament all the more brilliantly, as the frifte<r 
yonnf? axtronomer bandied them with the familiarity of 
playthings 

in twenty-five years after, in one 
lif^hted rooms in I'biladelpbia, 
ir Mitchell, at the close of bis 
nroiind his old friend, friring him 
a fraternal hug in memory of their early experience to- 
(rctber. The next sJbbatb found Professor Mitchell an 
interested listener in Old Pino Street Church; and after 
serrice he accompanie 1 Dr. Hrainerd home, when the two 
friends "compared notes," from the early dawn of tbehr 
small bcginhinprs to tl e high noon which both bad reached 
in their respective prefessions. 

The following inter isting nocrative from the Rev. Wil- 
liam M. Ghcever, of Terro Haute, Indiana, will be read 
with Interest, cspcciilly by those whose memory recalls 
similar scenes. Jfir. Srainerd'i) own recollection of these 
erents wan moat vivit i and enthusiastic. 

Br. Braiaart at a PrMbytirUa Oaaip-mMtiay la ladlaaa, Aaf . lUa. 

"My first acquaintance with Dr. Brainerd was at a 
Presbyterian canip-me^ting, near PaVip, Jennings County, 
Indiana, some time during the latter part of August, 188:2. 
It wa| a mere sight-acqliaintancc, for I never spol^e to him 
until luiuiy years after I jpet him in the Qencral Assembly ; 
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jet, connected M it wm with Ihe great event of my life, 
tbig Arst meeting with liim was 8tereot3r|>ed. upon mj 
sodl. 

"Tbo decade from 1830 to 1840 is memorable in tbfl 
biatory of tbo Presbyterian Cbuccit^f tbe West-r-of Indi- 
ana specially — as tbo era of camp-meotings. How fra- 
grant to all of us, who were then boys, are tbe memories 
that cluster about Pisgah, Mount Tabor, Salem, I^gans- 
port, and Paris! Those who are not familiar with them 
can have but little conception of tbe wonderful interest 
which gathered about these annual feasts more than thirty 
years ago, and tbe moral power which they exerted. No 
old Hebrew ever went up wjtb his household to the feast 
of Tabernacles with more joy than did our good Pres- 
byterian families annually rally {^August or September, 
to Pisgab and Mount Tabor, and enter upon these great 
feasts of in-gathering. Conceding that something must 
be set down*to the score of educational prepossession and 
a youthfVil imagination, I am still, after thirty years have . 
rolled by, convinced that those meetings were as orderly, 
as solemn and effective for good, as any revival meetings 
of later date it has been my privilege to attend. Scattered 
and feeble as were the Presbyterian congregations of the 
State at that time, there seemed to be a necessity for such 
convocations. Brethren in tbe ministry too far apart to 
exchange, and churches isolated by distance — as to per- 
sonal Christian fellowship — hailed with Joy the time for 
the fall camp-meetings. What greetings of old friends, 
formerly members of tbe same church, but who had not 
met since taking up tbe emigrant's line of march from the 
older States, many years ago I What forming of new 
friendships, — what consecration of households, — what re- 
turn of prodigals to their Father's house I In the breasts 
of the old fathers and mothers of our Presbyterian Israel 
what pleasant thoughts arise at the mere mention of the 
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n»nipt< of such nrnp-moeting retrrana as Dickej, Sneed, 
Cressy, Martin, Kittriilgc, McFerson, Crowe, Lowry, 
Jobnstoo, Brainerd, Clelland, and a host of others! 

" It was at one of these great meetings, held near Paris, 
Indiana, in Aognst,' 1832. as I remarked before, that I first 
Saw Dr. Brainord. My father, who was a great admirer 
of tbojieroic David Brainerd, hearing that a young nflnia* 
ter from Cincinnati, of the same name, was to be present, 
went with all the household fVom South Hanover, some 
fifteen miles, to attend the meeting. A site for the camp- 
meeting is usually selected for its slope, its shade, and es- 
pecially its springs or wells. Like Enon, near to Salem, 
it should hare much water — many springs'— for both man 
and beast. A shady place is chosen, comprising ad area 
of an acre or two, gently declining toward tlie ' niinistnr'a 
stand,' and surrounded by rapacious canvas tents, or, if it 
be intended for a permanent camp-meeting ground, by 
rough log-cabins capable of containing the family and an 
unlimited number of guests. Ihave known from forty to 
seventy-five persons comfortably lodged at night on the 
atraw within one of these wooden booths. On the outer 
aide of these tents are all the arrangements for cooking and 
eating. An abundance of provisions, already prepared for 
the table, is brought with each tent-holder, so that the labor 
of supplying the ordinary temporal wants of the crowd of 
guests is made as light as possible, — all the family thus 
having opportunity to give undivided attention to the re- 
ligious services which they have come so far to enjoy. 
The area within the inclosure is furnished with seatf, 
uaually rough boards laid across logs, capable of holding 
from one to two thousand people. At night, when the 
grounds are lit up with torches, on firmly erected poets at 
convenient distances through the ramp, or, as upon 4he 
occasion to which sgecial allusion is now made, by innu- 
merable candles fastened to the trees, or hung from the 
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brmnchca, the whole Rccno is wihlljr pk-turc«quo. At break 
of day, a rouHing blant fruin the trumpet wakes up the on- 
ciimpiiicnt. 'In a few niinuiea a second signal annouDCca 
that tlic Bunriac prayer-meeting ia aliout to begin. 8ome 
manly voice at the ' preal'her'H stand' strikes up ' Come, 
tbou fount of eVery blfssing,' to the tune of Nettleton, the 
only tune to which those words Hbould ever bo sung. Out^ 
from tbe numerous tents the people, young and old, coma 
thronging, and gather close about the stand, and in song, 
prayer and exhortation thus forty lumutcs arc sfient iu 
fitting preparation for the services of the day. Seidoiii since 
have I 80 thoroughly eiiJlU'ed an early morning prayer- 
meeting. Tlien comes breakfast After timt a second 
prayer-meeting. Then, at nine o'clock, preaching, and 
again at eleven. Dinner is now served. At three p.m., 
preaching; then inquiry meetings; social conference, or 
tent prayer-meetings, BII up the time until the evening re- 
past, and the hour fur the night service arrives. It was about 
the beginning of this evening service that we ca'iue witbiD 
bearing and sight of the camp. The rising and swelling 
on the air of that distant lianuoiiy, from a great multitude 
devoutly praising tiod, impressed hie strangi-ly. I now 
recall that peculiar thrill which always pervaded me when- 
ever I listened to the ,old hearty, devout, Presbyterian 
V^amp-nieeting pinging. 1 have never Since l)een so car- 
ried away and absorbed by any ' service of song in ttw 
house of the Lord.' Away out, for nearly a mile, on that 
quiet night, came the grraud hymn of praise to meet us as 
we ascended the little hill aud silently took a [mnoramiQ . 
view of the imjiosing scene. "^ 

"The day after our arrival was one memorable in my 
life. Tbe scenes of the previous evening had made me 
unusually thoughtful. Tbe ordinary morning services 
were concluded, and a short di^ourse had been preached 
nt nine o'clock, to which I do not remember that I gave aoy 
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special attention. After a few momenta' recesn, the signal 
for rcHuniing |Hiblic wormliip wait ogain given by the ttpirited 
singing of old Lennox, ' Wow ye the trumpet, blow I' Tlw 
people began to crowd forward, until the great area was 
quite packed. Before the hymn was ended I had loiHurely 
strolled down the middle aifllc, looking in vaiu for a seat, 
until arrested, within twenty feet of the 'stand,' by a sweet 
but to Die strange voice leading the congregation in prayer. 
' Who waa that V was the whispered inquiry about roe. 
'A Mr. Braincrd, of Cincinnati,' was the rejjy. Then I 
understood he was the young man whom my father wished 
to bear. At once T became interested in him. My recol- 
lection of hiti personal appearance, at that time, is not 
specially vivid, yet I can even now recall his kind.^ight, 
and enthusiastic-took, and bis very pleasant and persuasive 
voice. He had a directness and earnestness of manner 
that, from t4>o announcement of his text to the close of the 
8om)on, held me, standing by a tree during its entire de- 
livery, with unflagging^attention. It was, I think, his' ap- 
pearance and voice that first arrested me, but whtn he 
announced his text, 'And Ih^y made light of i7,' I was 
completely absorbed. As to his method of treating the 
subject, my memory is entirely at fault. I cannot enu- 
merttto the pMnts specially made. All that I Pcmcmbrj- is 
the Ueaiiring countenance, the loving eyo fixed upon me, 
as I stood directly before him, and the tremendous convic- 
tion all the time surging through my soul that / was the 
one who had deliberately made light of the great solva- 
tion 1 So deeply was I moved with a sense of my own 
personal guilt that I cannot state what may have been the 
general effect of the discourse, only I had the impression 
that there was much weeping, and even audible sobbing, 
around me. The services closed, and, in accordance with 
an invitation given to all who were awakened to seek some 
secret place of prayer without delay, I went into the spa- 
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cions grove, in the rear of the encampment, that I tiiiglit 
flnd Bome spot where I could be ahonc'and pour out my 
troubled soul to Qod. But liere I came upon one, and 
there upon another, kneeling in prajcr, and firom everjr 
direction there came to mj car the low roicea of supplica-. 
tton. The whole gl'ove was a Bethol. I see now, in my 
mind, the place, the very log by the side of which I ca«t 
Diyaelf, and with the last lines of the hymn sung at the 
«clo8e of Sir. Brainerd's sermon ringing in my ear, — 

;''•" Veftart on nim, Teotare wholly, 
Let DO other truit intrgde, ete.,' 

I endeavored to take hold of my Saviour's hand. Vven- 
iured. • ' " 

" Though it wasLmany years after before I again saw dear 
Brother Braincrc^ that one scene Was so distinctly photo- 
graphed on my heart that I never could forget him. . \ 

" Well, my brother ! thou hast already taken possession 
of thy crown and kingdom^ May it be my privilege and 
joy to join with you in lieavenly ascriptions of praise to 
Ilim who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb forever ! 

" Wm. M. Chmtke," 

Rev. Wm. M. Chcever has been an earnest and sue- 
cessVul preacher in the West for more thai) a quarter sf a 
century, and is another whom Mr. Brainerd can welcome 
as a son in the gospel. 

The rescue of these stirring incidents from oblivion is 
of essential service to the history of the Presbyterian ' 
Church, and is due to those piolieer men who subdued the 
moral " wilderness" in those early days, and " stopped the 
mouths of lions." 

We. are also permitted to publish part of a letter from 
Bev. J. U. Johnson, of Cmwfonlsvillc, Indiana, who was 
pastor of the Presbyterian church at Madison, Indiana, 
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near Che camp-meeting groand, at the time mentioned in 
'the foregoing narrative, — 1832. 

Speaking of that event, Mr. Johnson says : 

" Brother Brainerd preached several times during the 
meeting. Of one sermon I have a very distinct recollec- 
tion, and of the text from which'it was preached. It was 
the passage in Rom. viii. 7, ' The carnal mind is enmity 
against God.' lie dwelt particularly on the force of the 
words rendered ' carnal mind ;' ' Ihe minding oflhejlesh.' 
It was a sermon of much interest and power. Great in^ 
terest was manifested during the meeting, and much good 
resulted from it ; but I cannot call to mind the number of 
hopeful conversions that occurred. 

" Ho was once with'us at Madison, 'three years later, in 
1835, in the month of June. The anniversary meetings of 
a number of benevolent societies were appointed to bo hold 
there at that time, and many brethren from abroad bad 
assembled to attend upon them. . A short time, however, 
before the time appointed for these, the cholera commenced 
its ravages in Madison, and was still prevailing when the 
brethren arrived. It was judged inexpedient, of courde, 
to attempt to hold Ihe meetings, and those from abroad at 
once disperse^ While Brother Brainerd was still in town, 
waiting for a boat, the people were called together, and he 
preached a very appropriate and impressive discourse." 

The following reminiscence of the Rev. William W. 
Hall, M.D., Editor of the Journal of Health, was first 
published in the Preabylery Reporter, and afterward in 
the New York Euangelitut, of Detember, 1858. 

' Dr. Hall was born in Kentucky, studied for tho min- 
istry, and was licensed to preach in 1832. He was then 
engaged one year in St. Charles, Missouri. 

Retarning to Kentucky in 1833, he says : " I came to a 
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jilncc where tlic rood forked : ono toward homo, Iho othep 
toward L«xinp;ton. Not having any clioico, I laid the 
ri>i;i8 on tlio horneV neck, and he turned toward Lexintf- 
ton, where I found the people were deeply interested in 
rclif^iouH things, for Braincrd and Bullard and Spaiilding 
and Little were there |)reaching, as none could preach but . 
they — good and true men all. I was called on suddenly 
and most unexpectedly to preach. I had no notes, and 
could think of only ono text which seemed appropriate, 
and, for the life of me, I could not find it, — ' For the night 
comj-'th in which no man can work.' My failure to giro 
the place of the text, and my youthful ap]M>arance, made 
Sin impression ; and I labored and spoke two or three 
times a day, with those glorious men, for weeks ; and ro> 
mained laboring in Lexington some four years. 
. "During this time, thinking I might be a missionary 
abroad, and having in view Dr. Nelson's great idea of sus- 
taining myself, I entered the Transylvania Medical School, 
and graduated. Thinking it better to clinch my medical 
knowledge and practice, I went directly to the sickliest 
regions' of the Union, the bayous of Louisiana, where I 
practiced and preached day and ^ight, all the summer, 
winter, and fall. 

"Having, since 1837, preached without pay, it occurred 
to me to brush up my medical knowledge and secure it in 
that way. I at once set about it, and went to Europe to 
advance myself in medical knowledge. * « • 

"I should feel more at lionic in the pulpit, if I couldbe 
there independently of support out of myself. r 

"Many clergymen who had -given up preaching are 
now in full discharge of ministerial duty, as pastors, 
professors, etc., through my medical instrutnentality. 
Through my books and Journal I Jiave an influence 
throughout the country. A single profession requires the. 
most entire devotion to accomplish much." 



CHAPTER VI. , . 

ECCLB8IABTI0AI. CONT^OVSaSIES. * f 

IN giving extract!) from letters and anecdotc§ of the 
8torniy period wlien the elements of disunion rent the 
Presbyterian Church, culminating in its division in 1838, 
we shall occupy only the position of a narrator. 

Mr. Urainerd was a young man of twenty-eight when 
Dr. Beeehcr came to Cincinnati. He had received a New 
England education ; had been accustomed to regard Dr. 
Beecher with deep reverence and affection, which naturally 
grew into warm attachment when brought into associa- 
tion with " his great heart and giant intellect." 

No one ever ventured to doubt Mr. Brainerd's ortho- 
dozy, or soundness in Calvinistic doctrine and Presby- 
torial order. On these points he was invulnerable, — a 
"Hebrew of the Hebrews." He was assailed, solely on 
the ground of his social affinities. The charges against 
him were the same as those made to one of the apostles : 
"Surely thou art one of them, and thy speech agreeth 
thereto." 

His love for Dr. Beecher led him to earnest aympathy 
in his trials and conRicts ; and he rejoiced in the privilege 
of standing by him through the warfare of partisan Jeal- 
ousy and the fires of persecution which surrounded him. 

Soon after Dr. Beeuher'a arrival in Cincinnati, Mr. Brai- 
nerd receiv^ a letter from the Rev. Samuel H. Arpher, 
dated Salem, Mass., December 5th, 1S32, in which ha 
aaya : 
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"You have out jfood Dr. Beecher among you. W« 
gave the WphI a gtronji: testimony of our love to them 
when wo yielded up thi8 good man. Lei them une him 

WflV 

• • « « « * * * « 

The report of appreciation, of kindno8.s, and liberality 
toward I>r. IJeerhpr would l»o a grateful record to the 
church for all future time. But, as Paul Raid that " the 
Holy Ghoftt witn<>8!<eth in every city. Haying that lionda ., 
and afflictions abide me," 8o thiH apostle of New England 
met everywhere atrife and opposition arrayed against him 
in his old age. < 

Pr. Beecher could say, too, with Paul, " But none of 
these things move nie; neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to 
Uwtify the goxp*"! of the grace of Ood." . 

It has been said that man is " a fighting animal." It 
will be some satisfaction to place many of the controver- 
aieaof good men to this inherent propensity of their 
natures, — to fight As professed religionists cannot enter 
other fields of comlmt without scandal, they cxercist? their 
intense vitality here, in "earnestly contending for the faitli 
delivered unto the saints." Oftentimes, too, without know- 
ing " what manner of spirit they are of" Good old Dr. 
Bishop, President of Miami University — the peacemaker 
— used to say, with his broad Scottish accent, if he 
should try to characterize the age in which he lived, he 
should call it "an age of original invealigalion" [pro- 
nouncing the words adge and invcstig-a-f-i-o-n]. 

'Thc|sliaking ami sifting process has always resulted in 
iinal good to the church. The chaff is blown off, the sedi- 
ment left behind, and the pure grain secured. " What is 
the chaff to the wheat, suith the Lord." In this light the 
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church mny rejoice in the tcmppBtiiouH qiisrtpr crnlury 
Just closed, an well aa in the brighteninfi^ dawn of peace 
and conBdence which now gladdens the churchcH of our 
land. 

The hhtory of this period will l)e preserved, thouj^h it 
should bring a blush of nhamc to the browfl of ninny who 
pcr^cuted tlirir braver brethren for climbing higher than 
themselves the " mount of vision," gaining- thereby a 
clearer olwervation and a broader range. 

A friend writing to Mr. Brainerd from Albany, under 
date of 8ept. 29th, 1832, says, " I suppc)»<e you have to 
fight some battles with the D.D.'s of the Old School and 
with the devil in Cincinnati, but you are more able to en- 
dure thaR we. * • * ♦ * * • 

" Sinners cx|)eet to see developed in Christians the ex- 
cellency of their religion; but what a miserable epitome 
of the gospel do we make t" 

These years of distrust and alienation arc fully recorded 
in the annals of the church, and there they will stand as 
the monuments of human weakness for all future ages. 

During Dr. Beecher's trial before Syno<l, Mr. Brainerd 
read such portions of his sermons and theological writings 
as were called for by the exigencies of the trial. Ho 
threw so much heart and sympathy into the office of 
reader that a clergyman said to him", as he was passing 
out of the house, " Brainerd, if I am ^er tried for heresy 
I hope you will be there to read my sermons J" 

Some years after these events, while on a visit to Mr. 
Brainerd, in Philadelphia, Dr. Beecher was talking over, 
in his good-humored style, the incidents of his triul, and 
then subsided into a fit of musing. Suddenly, raising his 
head, be eaid, " Brainerd, it was hard for Wilson and his 
party to have us come there and laie away their name 
and nation." 

lu this playfui implication he put bis finger upon the 
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secret springs of action more directly than any oqe bad 
done who sought, l>y human sagacity, to discover a reosoa- 
ablc occasion for those trials. 

In July, 1834, Mr. Brainerd received a call to the Pres- 
byterian church in Jacksonville, JJI. 

The following letter and " Resolutions" were addressed 
to him by the Committee, dated 

" Jackwitilu, Jaly lal, 1»34. 

" Riv. Tnos. Brai.ikrd. 

" Dbab Sir, — The Presbyterian church and congrega- 
tion of this place have invited you to become their pastor, 
and it is with sincere plca.4uro that the Cunimittee inform 
you that in this call there was entire unanimity, and that 
there is an earnest desire that our application may fcceive 
from you a favorable consideration. And it is our hope 
and prayer, with submission to the will of Qod, that you 
nray find the loadings of Providence to correspond with 
our earnest wishes, and that you may find it compatible 
with your views of duty and plans of usefulness, to ac- 
cept our Invitation. 

"The Committee feel that this is a field of no small in- 
terest, presenting a pros|)ect for usefulness, to the minister 
of Christ, more extensive and full of promise than is often 
to be found in a country so recently settled. 

" Your reply will be waited for with no small degree of 
anxiety. 

"At a meeting of the Presbyterian chnrch and congre- 
gation of Jacksonville, convened thift 30th day of June, 
1834, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
Tiz.: 

" Betaiwd, That the Bev. Thos. lirainerd, of Cincin- 
nati, bo invited to lake the pastoral charge of this church. 

" Benolved, That Messrs. Catlin, A^res, and Jones, be 
» Committee to communicate to Rev. Mr. Brainerd the 
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proco«<lin)r>< of tliis mcetin^r, snd tbnt Kaid Coniniittco Im 

■uthoriztHl to offer Tor liix 8up|H)ri a salary of nix hundred 

dollars per annum. 

[Signed] "Joii, Catujt* 

" David B. Atrbs, 
" Ubnbt JoNBa, 

,. " Committee" '• 

At the some time a letter from Rev. Edward Rpeplier, 
then ProBidont of Illinois College, was addresiwHl to Mr. 
Brainerd on this subject, urging various reasons for bis 
■cceplanre of the call. 

A short time after, a second letter, from one of tlie Com- 
mittee, was received, containing the following statement: 

" The g^eat need of a proper pastor to this church has 
been a subject of much prayer and sotieitudu for a long 
time past, and when you were fi.\ed upon, it was with con- 
fidence that God bad directed us in that choice, and so wo 
are willing to leave it with God and your own conscience. 
We feel tijis post to be a very important one, — none cer- 
tainly of the same importance in Illinois, and probably few„ 
of the same importance in this western valley. "^^ 

"Rev. W. G. Gallabcr will visit Cincinnati in n few 
days, and use his influence in our behalf. And as fur as 
I have been able to learn the feelings of the ministers in 
this region, they are all extremely anxious that you should 
come. Our disappointment will be great if you cannot 
accede to our wishes. 

"In behalf o/, and at the request of, the Committee, 

" David U. Atre&" 

Notwithstanding these earnest appeals, the claims of 
Cincinnati, and the interests of the pa|>or of which Mr. 
Brainerd had only the year before taken charge* as editor, 
decided him to remain at bis iiost. lliu wishes of Dr. 
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BcecScr to^havc him continue with hlni were more pre- 
vailing than those of his son at JnckHonvillu to call iiim 
•way. . 

The most fearful viHitation of cholera in this country 
swept over Cincinnati in the Bunmiers of 1833-33. Tho 
panic-stricken p<>ople fled befor*' it, and but two clergymen 
had the courage to remain in the city. From that time, 
although scattered cases occurred eocii summer, it did not 
become epidemic, 

In Juno, 1835, while Mr. Brainerd.was Absent in Ken- 
tacky to fulfill a preaching engagement, his wife was taken 
ill ; but; no anxiety was felt by any one on the first day of 
her attack. Her symptoms Itecoming more alarming at 
night, Mr. Braiiicrd was sent for. There was no tele- 
graph to speed such messages, and the mail stage was the 
swiftest conveyance. In a few hours more Mrs. Braincrd 
was dying. The best medical skill was employed, and the 
kindest friends ministered to her; while her husband, whi) 
left tier a few days Itcforo in perfect health, returned to find 
her shrouded for the grave. 

Mrs. Brainerd died on Saturday, Juno 20th, 1835; and 
a young girl of eighteen, who had lived with the family 
three years, and to whom they were greatly attached, died 
on the Monday following, June 22d. 

In the Cincinnati Journal of that week the publisher 
Bays, " We will not offer any apology for the absence of 
the usual editorial caro and labor from our paper of this 
week. A bare statement of the cause is suflBcieot, — thp 
sudden illness and death of the wife of the Rev. 'Fhomas' 
Braincrd, our highly esteemed friend and editor. This 
event occurred on Saturday last. Syniptoms of cholera 
manifested themselves during the night, but a favorable 
change in the morning encouraged hope ; but soon the 
destroyer again commenced his work, and with frightful 
rapidity hurried his victim to the tomb. 
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The death of Mm. Brainerd has been widelj and deeply 
felt in this community. Youth, kindness of manners, and 
luvelr piety, as well as the unuxpcctednens of tlio blowt 
cfHIcd forth the sympathies of a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances." 

' In a subsequent notice it was^aid, "For three succes- 
sivo summers the profession of her huHlmnd, bh well jislier 
own benevolence, had rendered her Mhiiliur with the rav- 
ages of the pestilence. While many were dying around 
her, an expression of fear never escaped her lip.4. Through 
these scenes she passed safely. In a time of geiierni health 
the messenger approached in his roost appalling form. She 
had fortitude to give a dying message to her absent hus- 
band and her distant relatives." 

The young orphan girl who lived with Mrs. Draincrd 
was born in Cincinnati, and before the death of her parents 
was in comfortable circumstances. She was converted 
under Mr. Ilrainerd's preaching, and joined his church at 
the age of fifteen. She was an intelligent, conscientious 
girl, a teacher in the Sabbath-school, for which responsi- 
bility she made careful preparation during the week. She 
nursed Mrs. Brainerd with anxious care during her short 
sickness, and appeared inconsolable after her death; she 
said she had been a mother to her and that she was losing 
her best friend ; but they were separated only thirty-six 
hours. 

The only remaining member of Mr. Bralnerd's family 
was a nephew, nineteen years of age, a niemlwr of Lnno 
Seminary, who was preparing for the ministry. The 
tokens of affectionate sympathy extended to him by his 
ft-lenda were most touching and grateful to his stricken 
heart Immediately after the burial of his wife, on the 
82d of June, the following note was handed to him iVom 
M^jor Clnrkson : 
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"Rkv. T. Drainebd. 

"Dear Sir: . ' 

"I prenuino under your present deep affliction, in which 
I most earnestly nynipatliizo with yuu, it will not be 
by any nirana desirable for you to continue to keep 
house. Will you do Mrs. Clarkson and myself the favor 
to accept of a comfortable and retircil room in our house, 
for some weeks or months, as you please'?. We think it 
would perhaps In3 more agreeable to you than to remain 
in the city. I have several idle horses, and one shall at. 
all times be at your service, to ride to and from the city. 
I find it iierfectly Convenient to attend to my business in 
the city and reside at this short distance out, and'I think 
you would find it equally so. We sincerely hope this pro- 
position may meet your approljation, and, ut as early a 
day as will suit your convenience, %ye nmy have the pleas- 
ure of seeing you an inmate of our family. 

" Your sincere friend, 

" C11AKLK8 S. Clarkson. 

, "JaneMJi I8«S.*« . •_ 

Dut his ever-watchful and maternal ffiend, Mrs. Judge 
Burnet, claimed and took charge of liiui and his nephew 
by wiiat she called a prior right. Ilis house was lucked 
up, with cverythiug standing in its accustomed place, and 
Mr. Drainerd was established in her lii.xurious homo, 
where he received the most tender and assiduous kindness 
from every niemlM>r of the family. 

The tread-mill duties in the editor's office now Wanie a 
blessing; and the excitement of Dr. Beecher's trial, — in 
the midst of which the do«-tor'a own lovely wife, Mrs.' 
Harriet Beccher, was consigned to the grave, two weeks 
after Mrs. Braincrd, — occupied his whole time and de- 
liinnded his undivided energies. 

Mr. Braincrd invited a sister of his wife to take charge 
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of hia bouHo, who arrived In Cincinnati in two or time 
weeks, when lie and lii» nephew returned to tlieir deso- 
lated home. ^■ 

Alwut two fiionth» after tlio death of hiH wife, Mr. Brai- 
ncrd received a letter from his friend, llenei Kinihall, Jr., 
announcinfi^ a Hiniilar liereavcment in hia own family. 

Mr. Brainurd writes in reply : 

" You can well imagine that I know the extent of your 
\q»», and rest asitured that you have my wannest sym- 
pathy. 

* « « ' « 41 .« * ^^■ m' * 

" We liavo a tendency to make our home on the earth. 
God is too good to allow us to sleep on this enemy's 
(H'ound. We stand at the beginning of e.\istenct>. The 
value of happiness in the present life wc magnify beyond 
its proper proportion. Hod looks down through eternal 
ages, and so arranges his providence as to scrurc the 
greatest happiness of our whole Iwing. Yotf'do tho same 
thing with your children. They look only at the present 
moment; you look at their whole life, ond consequently 
are often compelled to inflict present pain to save them 
from future evils. 

"My lifu has been checkered and singular. God has 
blessed me abundantly in some respects. He has gone 
. Iwforo me all my life and given me favor with the people. 
He has invested me with peculinr responsibilities and 
given me opportunity to exert a widtsspreod influence. 
Ho has gathered around mc all the enjoyments that the 
world could give. Now, could 1 have borne this without 
affliction? I have been teni])ted to congratulate myself ou 
my advantages. God saw this. Twice he dashed the cup 
of worhliy enjoyment from my lips. Twice he has clutlied 
the earth with snckclolh around me, and compi'lled me to 
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fui'l that I was a poor, wi;«k, t<iiirul man, dopenilunt ciitiruly 
ou liis |troviil(,'iH'e. ' 

," No coiniiiDii diricipliiiu would Hufficc for inc. PivsHed . 
on by lalior.s iind carcH, and couHtiuitly excited by tlio 
clii)ngiiig' Hccnei! around mo, t should not hiiro felt ii flight 
blow. Oo<l km-w tliis; und luv hn.-i twice fiindcrcd, »n it 
weru in u moment, the strong cordrt which bound mu to 
the worhl. Thus ho Ims com|>eHed me to give »p the 
: world as a pillar to be U'uned upon. He iu now deiilin); 
in the hume manner with you. I pruy timt you nuiy huvo 
grace not only to bear but to improve your deep aniiction, 
and got your medicine in 'the Indm of (Silead.' 

" (jive mj' love to all your fumily. I clierish for tfioni a 
IH'culiar anVrutiun, which neither time nor ditjtancu huu 
weakened. 

" Your brother and sincere friend, 

"T1IU.VIA8 ItKAlNEUD. 

"Ci.vci.N.riTl, Scjil. 20lh, I,t35." 

from BsT. John Bpsnlding. 

"The first g«>i)erat ion that peopled Ohio and the West 
generally, wart less intelligent, le.«s stable, less quulilied to 
lay tlie foundations of future generations than the second. 
It had not the means, if it hud pos.xessed the will, for con- 
verting broad forests into fruitful fields; unlimited water- 
|(OWer into giant arms to turn the wbe<'ls of all the vario- 
ties of munufuctures; open roads, build bridges, erect 
dwellings, churches, school-houses, villages, and eities; 
found schools, collegi^s, and literary periodicals ; establish 
lines of stages and steamers for intereommunicatlon, and 
furnish the adequate numlier of com|ietont men to keep all 
these industries, — all these literary and religious interests 
alhe; and in healthy action. 

"A large portion of the population was uneducated ; its 
enterprise extending no further nor higher than u log- 
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puliin, a liniitPfl porn-fieltl, and the piirHiiiti* of tho chasi'. 
Th(>1% ponatitiifcd tlio borderers b«twt'on civilized and 
HavBfTP life, to l)la/.o the trees from pettlenipiit to wttle- 
mcnt, k(H-p tho Iiidiaim nt bay, kill tho wjld lioiiHts, and 
float off when a Jiettcr tide of tnlniijfration eamo in. In 
1827, Ohio wiiH the pn'ntest eini)?ratii))r State in tho 
Union : while a ratio of population was pourin;? over the 
Allopfhanies, into the Valley of tho Mississippi, at the rate 
of one thousand a day. 

"At the end of the first fn-nerntion the work of Inr^e and 
lilwral iri)provemi'nts had fairly coiDinenccil. Intelli;ren(X) 
■had eonu- to tho aid of will, capital to the aid of inrliistry^ 
and, by the middle of the second jrencration. all hands were 
hot nt work, all hearts iM'atinjr ho|M>rully, and all mindti 
'. wondering? at pn'sent ond prospective results. 

. " It wan stimulated and larsrely directed liy leadinj^ 
minds from the Eastern States. 'There were giants in 
the earth in those days;' and if few of them found their 
way to tho M'est, their sons went and worked there. 

"Amonj? them was the brother Ix'loved whose rcc<^nt 
monutiient bears tiio inscription, — 

'An ramett Preacher, a true Pbilanlhropiit, ami » Chriitiin Patriot :' 
Rev. Tiiohak Draikkhii, D.D. 

"Soon after finishin;)^ his course at tho Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary, ho was earnestly ii^t work in the (juecn 
City of tho West; first as a preacher, and then as tho 
editor of the Cinrinnali Journal. Here the writer of this 
dketch first made Ills nccpiaintancc : laboring with him in 
tho protracted meetings of that day; consulting together 
on matters of personal duty and usefulness; sitting at tho 
Dttine table, and Imwing together at the same family altar 
for Huvcral consecutive months; enjoying together, in tho- 
hours of relaxation from toil, some of tho richest clusters 
of Bocial life; and, after the cboleru had suddenly bereaved 
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him of bis cxcclivnt wifv, going with him to the grave to 
Weep then-. ' « 

" Unilcr oil tht'he ciroumHtnncoii ho was uniformly cour- 
teous, kiod, faithful, and true. As a counselor, hiH lireth- 
rcn over found him judiciong ; as an advucato of human 
rights, Jirm ; as a friend of every goml work, jirompt ; 
and as an ojtjwnent of ultroiwm and error, frarlesg. For 
example, when the ntudcnts of Lane Seminary l)eeame 
suddenly wi^er than their teachers, and, scouting their 
advice to de»>ist, continued the discussion of slavery 
far beyond the jjossibilities of a diticreet ui>efulnes8; and 
when, to break down what they called a wicked caste in 
socict}', they brought a colored woman into church, and 
seated her beside one of the most prominent white ladies 
in the city; when also they denounced severely those who 
' lagged in duty,' and ran not with tiiem to the same excess 
of riot; how faithfully he rebuked their intolerance and 
indiscretion; and how earnestly did he labor to stop tiieir 
headlong course, and save them from the re,<ults of their 
folly, viz., expulifion from the seminary, and a great abridg- 
ment of their future usefulness. 

"So when Pr. Joxliuu L, Wilson orrnigncd Dr. Lyman 
Beecher before the I'resljytery of Cincinnati, charging him 
■ with heresy, slander, and hypocrisy, no menilier of that 
Inxly was more able and impartial in procuring a righteous 
ac(|uiltal than Mr. lirainerd; and When the ({Uestion aroso 
' whether the prosecutor, having utterly failed to prove the 
chargi'S, should be himself censured as a slanderer of the 
gospel ministry, Mr. Braiuerd was among the first to pal- 
liate his rashness and excuse him, on the ground of his 
being more honest than wise, and more pugnacious than 
prudent 

" Tiic courtesy and kindness of his private life he also ex- 
pressed on the pages of his public Journa/. If the times were 
exciting, and tongues and pens were bent on mischief in. the 
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hotifichold or faith, his ton^no and pon ftcldom Ipt fall a 
bltffT word in roplj*. While ho contendeil pnrne«tly for 
the faith once delivered to the snihts, he wn»i ceniptilously 
careful not to inflict a needless wound, not to sadden an 
honeet heart. In the light of the present better days and 
brotherly feelinj^, some of those editorial columns may bo 
read as models of a magnanimous spirit earnestly seeking 
and teaching the truth as it is in Jesus. 

"On the Ruliject of slavery his position was never 
equivocal : always s)M>aking, when in his judgment ho 
could benefit either master or slave; always judicious, 
whether discussing with the lion. Henry Clay, of Ash- 
land, Kentucky, the liest means for putting an end to tho 
dark system, or disputing with Rev. John Rankin, of Rip- 
ley, Ohio, the measures of the abolitionists. It was a mar- 
vel often to those who knew the nervousness of his tem- 
peranicnt that he could keep so cool on tho hottest battle- 
field, and lighten so vividly in the storm of debate without 
scathing too severely some of his gnarled opponents. 

" Whenever ho officiated as a minister, whether in tho 
city or country, on communion and other occasions of 
religious interest, it was manifest that he deeply felt him- 
self the racssagi's he delivered. Hence the depth ond jier- 
nianerice of the good impressions left. Many, liesides his 
ministerial brethren who survive him, bless Ood for tho 
labors of Thomas Braiiicrd as a ep-\vorker in the second 
generation, in laying the foundations of good for all tho 
future generations of the West" 

Trom Bev. RorM* BultatU, of Ciaeinnati. 

"I first met Dr. Bra! nerd in March, 1820, the day we 
both united with the church. In the autumn of tho same 
year, we both attended Mr. Qrosvcnor's Classical School, 
in Rome. Mr. Hrainerd then o|K-ned a school him.self and 
I became his pupil. Ho was then universally esteemed 

10* 
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for hiH piety and respcctod for his talcntfl. In Home ho 
was a universal furoritc, and his nicmory is warmly cher- 
ished there. 

"At Cincinnati ho was popular with all classes, and 
at onco secured the cunfldence and love of the Fourth 
Church, nnd the whole community leorned to n^spoct . 
bim. Ilis Christian kiudness and condescension won all 
hearts. 

" In our eeclesias<tical trials of that day, ho wns always 
present, active, and earnest; but never sufferod himself to 
bo thrown off hi.s guard. In no exigency would he violate 
an ecclesiastical rule, or infringe upon the constitution of 
the church. In the niid.st of party strife he was at times 
violently axtiailed ; but always remained calm, diguilled, 
and, however great the provocation, treated his opponent» 
with respect. 

"My lust interview, with Mr. Itrninerd was near the 
grave of President Harrison. We talked of our child- 
hooii ; the trials of our youth, and the labors of our man- 
hood; of the grace that redeemed us, and of our hopes for 
the Uuter Jand. He has finished his work, and entered 
into rest. I linger fur u little season, cheered by the same 
promises that sustained him." 

SaminiieaiisM of Dr. T. Brtiaurd. By B«t. 9. C. Blood. 

"I first knew Pr. IJrainerd in the autunni of 1828; was 
a menil)er of the same cIhss three year.'*, in Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary, wImto we graduated Septemlicr, 183J ; 
and came thence to Cincinnati, Ohio, as mix-sionaries to 
the great West. I saw him nearly every week, until ho 
was recalled to Philadelphia. 

" Brother lirainerd was diligent as a student, active aa 
a Christian ; ready, in.^'lruetive, and spiritual in devotional 
meetings; a faithful Subbuth-school laborer; and, in all. 
respects, a tcaloua niii>sionary. He was able in studied 
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discourses, but especially happy in liia off-hand speeches ; 
and the more enibarrasging the occasion, the more com- 
posed and gifted were his efforts. 

"While at Andover, he wos often called out for temper- 
ance and Sabbath-school speeches; and he was one of the . 
few men whose name would fill a country meeting-house, 
and whose speech would hold an audience in breathless 
attention by the hour, amid the noise of life and drum, 
and all the jargon of an old-fashioned Fourth-of-July. 

" Mr. Brainerd's coolness and practical good sense were 
striking features of his character. In the autumn of 1832, 
while the Synod of Cincinnati was in session in Chilli- 
cothe, the cholera made its first appcnronce in Cincinnati. 
Synod immediately odjourncd and started for home. As 
Mr. Brainerd and others came near a village where they 
were to pass the night, a man in a cabin by the way was 
heard crying, 'Cholera! cholera! I'm dying!' Mr. Brai- 
nerd returned to the scene of alarm; and, regardless of 
the protestations of fcar-stricl(en neighbors, who were 
'standing afar off,' went directly to the bedside of the 
alarmed man ; assured him that he had not one of the 
symptoms of Asiatic cholera, but was suffering from pleu- 
risy ; ordered warm applications to Im made, and, in the 
course of an l)our, had tuo man free from pain and in a 
fair way for recovery 

" The same features of character showed themselves in 
all the scenes of ecclesiastical warfare which distinguished 
the early years of his ministry. In all these scenes of 
perplexity, I never knew Brother Brainerd to be discon- 
certed or ever worsted in debate. 

" Mr. Brainerd was peculiarly happy in his personal in- . 
tercourse, especially with plain people, lie was pressing 
the claims of religion on (he attention of a day-laborer, 
who, not knowing what else to say, brought up the com- 
mon excuse, that there were ' so many different denominar 
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tions.' ' My friend,' said Mr. Braincrd, ' joa live by your 
labor ; now Nuppogo you find a man of your sort loitering 
at ntrevt corners, and exiiort bim to go to work and earn ' 
bread for his fkmily. But the loiterer replica. Do you sup- 
pose I will work while there are so many sorts of work to 
lie done f One man wants me to di^, another to drive 
team, another to unload his boat, and thus not less than a 
dozen offer mo wages ; but so many kinds of work are 
enough to crazo one I And so with you, my friend. The 
Baptists call you, then tho Methodists, then the Episco- 
palians, and then the Presbyterians, — and all proffer you 
ctbrnal life ; and you refuse because so many join to invite 
yon.' 

"In an intimate acquaintance'with ministers, extending 
through almost forty years, L have known but few who 
were the equals of Dr. Thomas Braincrd." \ 
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CHAPTEU VII. 

.. CALL TO UTIOA — OGNEBAI, A88EMBLt AT PITTSBDRO. 

IX October, 1835, the yoar followinj? tho cftll to Jiukson- 
ville, Illinois, Mr. nroincril receivcil a cnll to the First 
Pri'sltytorian C'liurth of Utico, New York. This call, 
cominjif from those who iind known him in youth, and urged 
upon him by fri«nd« whom ho rogardcd with great love 
and revcA>n(*e, gave him unmingled satisfaction. The 
honor a prophet receives in his own country is doubly 
grateful. 

But tho motive? which conatroincd him to decline the 
call to Jacksonville were still in full force, and inHucnced 
him to continue in Cincinnati. 

The official call to Utica, bearing date OctolM-r fith, 
1835, was received without any previous intimation, as 
unexpected as it was gratifying. 

Tho Gommittce who signed tho call were 01ivi«r Wet- 
more, Spencct- Kellogg, J. A. S|>enccr, T. Walker, and John 
Uradish; while the friends by whom it was urged, and 
the motives assigned for his acceptance of it, made the 
rcftisal one of the most painful duties of bis public life. 

Hon. Chester Uayden, with whom he bad studied law, 
writes as follows: 

"^I was greatly delighted to learn, by a letter from the 
Rev. William Patton, of New York, who has taken a deep 
interest in the claims of this church, that with his exten- 
slvo acquaintance in tho American church, ho reconi- 

(113) 
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mended you, as the bent adapird to our wnntn and the 
wants of this region, of any clergyman of his acquaint- 
ance. Ever since the vacancy occurred I hnvo felt a wish 
that we might have you for our pastor. We last evening 
bad a regular meeting of the sm-iety, and such was the 
confidence with which Dr. I'ntton had inspired the congre- 
gation by his frank and honest representations, that, after 
a short discussion of the suliject, a ttiianimouii vote was 
passed calling Mr. Brainerd to the 'pastoral care of this 
jieople. 

" I assure you, my dear sir, that on this occasion recol- 
lections of the past were to me intensely interesting; and 
«!veral adverted with lively interest to a sernunr with 
which you once favored us. And now, my dear sir, allow 
tne to hope that a favorable response may be returntnl to 
this call. 

"You know something of the importance of this station, 
and that it should Im< properly occupied; we. are nil satis^ 
fled that if our call meets a favorable reception, it will be 
§0 occupied. 

"The salary proposed is the same that Mr. Aikin rer 
reived ; but is only twelve hundred and fifty dollars, 
which, though I do not imagine that a salary would bo 
with you a primary object, is, I fear, less than you will 
think this society ought to pay. There are means enough 
to raise the sum to two thousand; and I am confident, 
that no difficulty would be exiHiricnced on account of com- 
pensation. I cannot but wait with anxiety for your 
decision, as I know many others will, — but I more. 

"The affliction with which you were visited the lost . 
jiummcr, as sudden almost to yoursttif us to your friends 
here, brought again vividly to my recollection the latter 
part of your reitidence at Rome. Be assured ym did and 
do partake largely of the sympathy of Mrs. U. and my- 
■elf. It seems that the Lord designed to make you perfect. 
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in a deforce, throii;irh gufferinfr. I doubt not that Huch has 
'been and will bo itH salutary influence. 

" Very truly yours, 

"ClIIBTBB IIAYDEN. 
"IfncA, Oet. 7lh, 1834." , 

A joint letter from the coniuiittcu followed ininiediately 
upon tlie call. 

" Rkv. and dbab Sir: 

" In <?on8equi'ncn of the interest taken by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Patton, of Now York, in the welfare of this church, 
and his recommendation of yournelf as a miniHter every 
way qualifled for \\\\i locatioii, we addressed the call 
through him, requestinj^ him to forward the same to you, 
aeeompaniod with Hucb remarks oA he might deem proper. 

■ * * m * * ' * * 

" The unanimity with which the call was made, when 
wo consider the numliers councetcd with this congregation, 
Hcenis clearly to evince an overruling Providence, which 
should always be recognized. 

"The location, in itself considered, pflcrs claims which 
cannot easily be resisted, it is the g^>ographical center 
of this great Stale, and a position that must and will give 
an influence to a large e.\rent of territory. Ecclesiastical 
bodies will receive a greater or less influence from this 
individual church. »*«•»» 

"We are aware that your fedings must necessarily have 
beeouio interwoven with the important interests of the 
West; and you may have become so identified with that 
portion of tlie cdtintry, as to lead you to the conclusion 
that it would not be your duty to leave. Your knowledge 
of the wants of the great Western Valley would enable 
you to present them to this community in a light never 
bi'forc presented. And blessed as we are with one of the. 
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richpftt portions of the c»rtli, i^ might only he. nprcssnry to 

exciti> tn intercut on thin 8ali|ect^ to iiecuro much good to 

the church. / 

"Wo now jcsvo this sulijcjbt in the hands of 0ml, bclinv- 

ing that IIo will bring yoii to hucIi concluHionH m flhal! 

bi>8t promote His own glorr and the good of His church. 
" Hi'EKC^R Ki/llouo, T. Wai-ker, 
"J. A. Smnmb, . Joun BBADisn." * 

rram Kt*. WiUUm Pattoi, S.B. - 

/ " N«w YoBK, Oeloteir lOlh, IMi. 

V Bbv- THnM.\8 Hrainerd. 
"My dear HitoTiiKR: 

" I learn with great pleaKuro that the First Presbyterian 
Church in Utica have given you a unanimous coll to be- 
come their pastor. I am made glad by this intelligence, 
because of the personal friendship 1 In-ar you, the interest 
which 1 fc<^I in that church, and the general good of our 
Saviour's Kingdom. As I was instruhicntal in bringing 
your name Ixsfore that people, it is proper I should give 
you some of the reasons which influenced me in so doing. 

" The conviction has been dee|iening upon my mind 
that your forte is preaching; acting upon the minds of 
men by the living voice. God hos given to you nioro' 
preaching talents and pulpit powers, thon to most of your 
br(-thren in the ministry. In this view I And nmny others, 
who know and love you, cordially concurring.^ They feel, 
with me, that your present employment is by no means so 
important, and that you are not so well adapted for it as 
for preaching. 

"The paper you are editing has now made its charac- 
ter, and has, perhaps, no far done its great work, that it 
can be safely transferred to other hand.s. 

"Your knowledge of the West would bo of immen«i ser- 
vice in counsel and action at the Eu^t and bv vour removal 
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East, the bonds of anion woQId bo more intimate. From 
Oneida and adjoining counties there is a very strong emi- 
gration West, which you could materially influence and 
shape, from your Iniowlcdge of the whole country. You 
could t.bus send more ministers and active Christians than 
you could in any other way secure for the valley. 

"If ever you are again to settle as a pastor, it is well-nigh 
time for you to do it, before your mind and heart Itccomo 
secularized and alienated from the peculiar feeljngs which 
are connected with love for the pulpit and the pastoral 
work. 

" The unanifnity of the call is an important item, when 
you consider tfic size of the congregation and the amount 
of intelligcncemnd wealth which it contains. I know of few 
congregation/ in the land where there is so much talent 
and educat^ mind, and so mfich wealth connected with 
the church. 

" Utica exerts a metropolitan influence over some twenty 
counties and gives tone and action to the churches tliere. 
The First Church in Ulica is, l)oyond all comparison, tho 
largpestand strongest in all that regiony and has always 
been an empire church. 

- "The law-school, now established at Utica, will have 
several hundred students, whoso minds are to be religiously 
monlded. Multitudes of young men, who are now floating 
from church to church, would be fixed in the First Church 
if you accept Yours affectionately, 

" WiuoAM Patton." , 

■■■-. : .A" 

" BBnTHEB Bbainkrd : 

" In all that Brother Patton has said concerning Utica, 
and the importance of the place and its influence on the 
surrounding region, there cn'i be hut one opinion. He has 
given an outline that might be filled up with facts of very 
decided character. But cou.i^rning a previous question, 

11 
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the duty of leaving the Wrflt and coming to the East, I am 
not 8o clear. If you wttle that queMtion in favor of thu 
Kast, thv'D come to Utica. Yourn, 

^CuABUu Hall." 

/rem B«T. Albert IwiiM. 

" Mt dxab Uroither : 

"Brother Patton has road me his letter; and !• would 
join my testimony to his on the suiycct. You know Utica; 
and you know that it ia immennehj important to have a 
man of large views, and firm, independent ]irincipleB and 
right feelings there. There arc very few pointa in tho 
land of 80 much importance as that; and I regard this call 
to you as RJgnally providential. For one, I an» U'coming 
more and more im|>reHged with the truth that all who can 
preach diould preach, as tho main liusiness of life, and I 
have not a doubt that you have a call to preach ; and that 
tho pulpit is more important thnn a pfl|M<r can bo. But 
you can judge on this subject. You have our feelings and 
views. Truly yours, 

» >> ' " A. Babnis." 

Notwithstanding theso^^earncst persuasions, JAt- Brai- 
nerd still considered it his duty to remain at his post in 
Cinciouati. But the arguments uf his friends were not lost 
.. uiM>n him ; and as ho had never wholly relinquished 
preaching during his editorial career, he proposed to rvr 
sumo it, as the great work of his life, as soon as the exi- 
gencies of tho times jminted out his duty clearly in that 
direction. 

In May, 1836, Mr. Brainerd came East as Commissioner 
to the General Assembly. Dr. Beeeher accompanied him, 
with several other clergymen, among whom was Presi- 
dent liabaree, a classroato of Mr. Brainerd's at AndtMwr. 
lu au editorial of Muy 5tb, Mr. Brainerd atiuoUuiies bU 
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temporary abooncc, and his purpose to viHit HIh aged and 
Bick father in Northern Now York befofc tiiH return. lie 
Baya: " Eighty-two years press heavily upon his frosted 
bead and threaten soon to sink him to the grave. His 
best affections arc in heaven, but his heart is still warm, 
toward the son of his old age. Uo has expressed a wish 
to see him once more. 

" Will any father or mother among our readers say that 
we ought not to go f Will any complain if, after two years 
of crushing labor and responsibility, wo again leave our 
post for a few weeks, to gladden the heart which loved us 
before wc could appreciate the obligation, and to grasp 
once more thetrerol>ling hand which sustained and guided 
our infancy and childhood f 

"During the editor's absence, our paper will bo con- 
ducted by one every way competent to osHume such re- 
sponsibilities. He' is a gentleman of piety, talents, and 
scholarship ; and a thorough Presbyterian by birth, edu- 
cation, and choice. We think he will give general satis- 
faction."* 

Dr. Beccher and Mr. Brainerd remained a short time in 
Philadelphia after the Assembly afijourned, and then came 
on to New Haven together. 

While in Philadelphia, Mr. Brainerd wat> invited to 
supply the pulpit of the Thinl Presbyterian Ct.nrch on 
the Sabbath, and to officiate at the June comm mion. 
One of the elders of the Third Church, who was a dele- 
gate to the Qenerfil Assembly, said he was first impressed 
in Mr. Brainerd's favor, by the ability and fearlessness 
with which so young a man (then not quite thirty-two) 
defended Dr. Boccher from the attacks of his opponents. 

*n« labttitats that tpoktii of wH Rer. Henrr Wtrd B«««hcr; or, h 
h* «u then mlled, " Mr. Henry Ikwktr." Wa »re gjad to Me that ho 
don not ignore hii " Freibjrterinaitm " lince the Beaoion. 
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It will be remcmltercd, these wpro the days of stormj 
gathering before the tempest which broke upon the churches 
ill the divisions of the next year. Wn are not to forget 
these chapters of wondcrAil history. In reviewing them, 
wo more gratefully recognize the peace which has dawned 
upon the Christian horizon. "The spirit of God has 
mored upon the face of the waters," — " stilling the noise 
of the waves and the tumult of the people." 

Mr. Brainerd's visit to New Haven led to the acquaint* 
uico which resulted in bis second marria;fe. Dr. Ueecher 
went on to Boston, where he was hinisi-lf married before 
his return. The events of the next three months so con- 
trolled Mr. Brainerd's movements, that the season was 
spent between Philadelphia and New Haven. His letters 
at this time will give the best report of his plans and 
ftursuita. 

'; TK»n.W. 

"New ToiK, Bept 9tb, 18M. 

"I4iad thought to have left this morning for Philfk 
delphia, but Mr. Patton insists upon my giving a few 
weeks to his favorite cause [American Education Soc.]. 
Ho says that his treasury is exhausted, and that I shall 
b6 untrue to the great interests of religion if I rcfUse to 
lend a helping hand in this emergency. The intrinsic im- 
portance of the work itself has made so much impression 
on my mind, that I am not sure but I shall devote jny 
leisure time to making sitecchcs and collecting money. 
The first duty I have some experience in ; but collecting 
money is a harder business. 

"When a man looks mo in the face, and says be is , 
poor : that matters have gone hard with him in )>ecuniary 
concerns; that ho is a ' mighty' generous man, but thinks 
ho cannot give anything thig time ; I may know that it is 
the groaning of avarice, — but how can I urge the businesa 
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Airther f Poor agents I In tho jbroopect of becoming oner 
of their fraternity for • fvw WL4k8, I l)egin to exercise 
toi«ard thom an unwonted compaiUion.'^ 

. T* tk« MMU.\ 

" PmLADiLrau, Sirpt. Ilth, 1K3«. 

" Mr. Patton's offered sgency wAuId bo cmbarntRS mjr 
plana for the coming wcelcit, that I Anally concluded to 
di-ciino it, and therefore came tolthis city yeritunlay. 
From the fact that I hare i^nngedl my mind ns to pro- 
ceeding West directly, my friends here more than 8UH|toct 
that I have peculiar reasons for it. \ ♦ * • 

"The great valley of tho West is mow in its infancy. 
It is destined to become a giant, omnipf)tent in its energies 
for tho weal or woe of this country ana the world. 

" It has been said that Paris has twice revolutionised 
France. What Paris is to Franco, Cincinnati is to tho 
great valley. It is the commercial, literary, and religions 
emporium of a territory, more ezpansivel moro fertile, more 
adapted to sustain uncounted myriads df immortal souls, 
than any ever before embraced under > 
and moral influences. Cinciniiati is the | 
influence, present and prospective, wbicl| 
in the length and breadth of the valley. 
the whole West. It has gained the vantlgc-ground of all 
rivalB in intellect and wealt)]. It is conscjous of its power 
and disposed to exercise it 

" Where would one wish to spend life,lif not at suob a 
position, where rivulets of influence mayjbe sent forth to 
grow broader and deeper, until their pure waters shall 
lave every hamlet of the West? Danicli Webster ones 
thanked Qod that be was born when and«,tMere he waa 
born ; in a glorious era — in a happy countrjl I can thank 
Ood that he has so guided me in his providenco that my 
moral influence has for five years jbeon expei|ded upon the 

\\* 
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germ of a fprett nation j nppn clcmentn of being destined, 
in their increaM and combination, to control the welfare 
of a world. ••*•»•• 

." I do claim to hare an intenm desire for the diffuBioA 
of a proper influence oyer the West This, for Bre years, 
has been my ruling passion. I have labored for it with 
almost a martyr spirit" • • • • • 

T» tk« MS*. _,-,' 

, "PutuDBLrm*, fhpl. Utk, IflM. 
• • • * " I preached twice in one of tho 
churches of this city yesterday, and have agreed to supply 
the Third Church next Sabbath. I have been spoken to 
ton times to settle in this city ; bqt my voice is still ' for 
the expansive West.' So long as nothing interferes to 
impair my usefulness at Cincinnati, I must regard it as 
my home. There I commenced my ministry; there I 
have gained whatever of influence aiid character God has 
given mo in my profession ; there I have enjoyed a large 
measure of happiness, as well as endured severe sufferings 
there is my home. »•♦♦** 

" Have you ever been in this city ? To me, this place la 
far more attractive than New YoriL True, there is no one 
view here so imposing as that which meets your eye io 
advancing up Broadway fVom the Battery toward the 
Park. Philadelphia is more modest She has little to 
datzle and fascinate at first sight ; but hero you can take 
your stand at fifty different points, and have the same 
gpreat city still before you. In wandering iVoni street to 
street, yoa insensibly gain tho impression that you are ia 
the midst of a people more anxious to enjoy life than to 
hold out signals of such enjoyment; more solicitous to 
possess wealth, for the comforts it will purchase, than to 
astonish the multitude by the appearance of affluence.'* 
** •'« * «« « « 
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Br. iHrtw to lav. T. InUtrl. 

"Oonox, 8ept.24Ui, IRM. 

"Bklovbd So!T and BBornn: 

" Yonra of the 15th reached me only ycrttrday. * * 
" I hare fully expected, and bare undvrHtood it to bo 
the desire and expectation of nty people, that yoa should 
be totted as a colleague with me, an 80on as your place at 
the Journal could Im) supplied ; the definite arrange- 
ments, of course, can be made only by our presence and 
agency with the people. But that you ought to go on, 
and must go on, cannot be doubted for a moment. No 
man can be withdrawn from our ranks at the West now 
with so much evil, as yourself. Your extcn^iro knowl- 
edge and influence and tact cannot bo found >in another, 
and cannot be dispensed with in yon. I iwouderthat any- 
body should think of detuning yoa from us. Nor does 
the safety or expediency of your going torn at all on the 
■nccess of our plans in respect to the Second Church. If - 
that were out of the question, wo roust have you with ua 
•nd will ; for we must now organize East and West thor- 
oughly, to meet coming events. God and our country call 
08 to stand — ' and having done all to utand.^ 

" The destiny of the church. East and West, is deeply in- 
volved in the manner in which we hold together or sepa- 
^ ntte. You can settle, if need be, in twenty places, and you 
Inay safely g^, and must go, and not listen for a moment 
to overtures this side. I shall break down and die if yoa ^ 
break away. I could say much mtsiu, but intend to see 
f ou in New York and have a full talk I hope you will 
be able to make your arrangements to^o on with me about 
two weeks hence. I request you byiul means to meet mo 
In Now York, and to make no engagements contrary to 
my hopes. Affectiouately yours, 

" Ltman Bekohkb." 
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9r. LTmwi BM«h«r to T. Bniacrd. 

"Bonoif, Sept. 39th, I83«. 
" Mr DKAB Soif AND Brothke : ^ 

" I wrote inimediatuly to New Iloven, in reply to yoar 
former letter. If there Ih any change in the plans of roy 
church and people, I era not po apprincd of it oh would make 
it judicious to act upon it. liut, as I 8hall return two 
weeks before you, I think it best to go homo and ogccrtain 
the condition of things. It will bo a gricvuua disappoint- 
ment to mo to part with you, after having so long and 
with 80 much comfort and affection leaned npon you, 
where few, like-minded and capable, would have licen 
found to aid me through the fiery trial ; and I shall do 
whatever may lie done to consumronte our anticipations of 
a permanent union. If this should fail, for you know the 
inconstancy of human affairs, I can even then by no means 
relinquish, and hope you will not relinquish, the idea of 
consecrating your remaining days at the West. I dofibt 
not arrangements can be and will be made to retain you. 

« « « m * * * * * * 

" The pending crisis ought not to come on with all powible 
preparation on one side and none on the other. Your prcs^ 
ence will be imperiously nc6ded. We cannot spare you froin 
our circles. * * * * *• « •. 

"I shall be in New York on Saturday next, and on 
Monday and Tuesday following. We must have a gen- 
eral consultation of ministers and laymen, and organize 
thoroughly in New York ; and the saoio should bo done 
in Philadelphia. 

" In the mean time, should all our hopes be blasted and 
God should station you in Philadelphia, then I shall be- 
lieve that you are after all more needed there, and will do- 
oven more good than at the West. Rely on my gratitude 
and a^ection forever. * * * It is the way of 
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Ilesren to do for iia hotter than onr fears and exceeding 
abundantly bvjond all wc ask or think. 

^ "Affectionately youn«, 

"Ltmai* Beechkb." 

:. - T«xn.ir;. • 

" PBiLAMLraU. Oct. 4th, 1836. 

" The people of the Third Church have taken into their 
hcada an idea that I must become their pastor, and have 
fient an Elder to confer with me this morning on the sub- 
ject I preached twice yesterday, ond attended a prayer- 
meeting last night. The congregation was tho largest 
which has assembled there for three months. I get ^ in 
the pulpit, and preach away as hard as I can, withoiA the 
least regard to tones or gestures ; without the least Iffort 
to be graceful ; and it seema to me not a little strange that 
I should so repeatedly bo selected for re6ncd city churches. 
For some reason or other, while hundreds of better men 
are overlooked, it has been ray destiny to pass for more 
than I am worth. I feel deeply humbled when I see good 
men soliciting my services as a privilege. 

"I do not know yet as I could possibly make up my 
mind to stay at the East I most intensely love the West 
There, with the self-sacriflce and ]>cr8everance, if not with 
.^-tbe godliness of a martyr, I have labored R^e years; there 
I have formed a thousand acquaintances, almost all of 
whom have met me with the demeanor of kindness ; there 
I have i^cqnired whatever of professional reputation I now 
eqjoy ; there I have formed great plans, as I surveyed an 
empire of mind waiting the impress of truth and tho mes- 
sage of salvation. Can I leave such ties ? Now the press- 
are is laid upon my conscience and I know not' how to 
decide. 

" If I remain in Cincinnati, I shall be in the city and 
Pr. Beecher will reside out of the city. I shall bo obliged 
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to perform all tbe pastoral labor, and bear all the burdens 
of hospitality. I shall be compelled to meet all the re- 
sponsibilities of a city minister. . 

"In refusing to go to Utica I made a pecuniary saerifico 
in salary of several hundred dollars a year. I did it 
cheerfully for my love to the West. 

"I feel the force of Dr. Beceher's appeals. To separate 
myself from communion with his giant intellect ind noble 
heart will bo 'a sore trial. I lore liim as a father. I could 
cheerfully spend my life in alleviating his labors and cheer- 
ing his work; but I cannot consent, not only to occupy 
the pUce of colleague, but to do it under the embarrass- 
mefn caused by getting a part of my support by editorial 
lab(ir. To Cincinnati I have In^en a true son, — but I have, 
trundled two loaded wheelbarrows long enough, and must 
.n6w content myself with moving one. 

" I wish you would hold a steady purpose to go West, 
and then wait the developments of divine Provfdence." 

When Mr. Brainerd came East, bis nephew, Carlos 
Brainerd, then a member of Lane Theological Seminary, 
remained at Cincinnati. In a letter to him, dated Sep- 
tomber I6th, 1836, he writes: ;-^ ■ ' 

" My life, I think, will not be a long one. . I want you 
to be an able preacher, when I am dead. Be wide atcake 
to improve opportunities to gain information, and to secure 
a happy mc^e of imparting it. The difference among 
men of common sense is about this : one man keeps his 
eyes and ears open to receive impressions, and then em- 
ploys his reflective powers in arranging and preserving 
these impression^ for use. Another man is always asleep ; 
or if half awake, he is putting forth no energy of mind to 
any purpose. iWasto no time ; read, write a letter, make 
poetry ; anything, better than dozing. Cultivate a manly 
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and graceriil mode of address ; and in order to thiB, con- 
stantly observe, the habits of well-bred men for imita- 
tion."* ( 

In a letter datjW Philadelphia, October 7th, 1836, Mr. 
Braiuerd says : " Dr. Bcccher is married to-day. Ho 
started last and has come out first." 

The thrceclergymen who left Cincinnati togetlicr, each 
having lost his wife the ytfor. before, returned in the full, 
married. Several of the Western papers published the 
fact, heading the notice,' " Celibacy of the Clergy." Then 
followed, in a group, the record of these three marriages : 
Dr. Beecher's, Mr. Labarce's, and Mr. Brainerd's. 

Mr. Braiuerd was married at New Uaven, by Rev. 
Leonard Bacon, D.D., to Mary Whiting, on the 29th of 
October, 1836. They left for New York the same day, 
and after a visit of nearly three weeks, to their friends in 
the northern part of the State, returned to Philadelphia ou 
the 18th of November. ' 

Mr. Brainerd preached in Pine Street Church thd next 
Sabbath, with renewed and urgent solicitations to become 
their pastor. He left the question open, promising to give 
tbeni a definite answer soon after his return to Cincinnati. 
Wh«n he left in May, ho expected to be absent about six 
weeks, and the events which no man foresecth led him . 
, through a period of .six months. 

Ho left Philadelphia on the 23d of NovcmlKr, !n an 
old4isbioDed stage-coacli, and reached Cincinnati ou the 
5th of December, after twelve.days' journey. 

The complication of affairs duringliis absenQC, the ne- 
cessity of uniting abundant pastoral labor with the vexa- 
tions of editorship, by remaining as colleague with Dr. 



* Thia nephew, to whom Mr. Drsinerd was much attached, died In 
the fall of 1837, of typhoid rovcr,-rtbe last member of^his Cincinnati 
fiuitiljr. 
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Beechcr fn the Second Church, iiidaced Mr. BraincrlMo 
lay down tho double burden, each domanding his whole 
time and strength, for one which could do no more. 

Mr. Brainerd received one tboanand dollars a year for 
editing the Gincinnali Journal, and about two hundred, 
additional, was all that he realized for his assistance in tho 
Second Church. 

The vastly cheaper rates of living of that day over tho 
present, as will be seen by recalling the it<>nis enumerated 
by Mr. Braiuerd in his sketch of his first pastorate, made 
twelve hundred dollars then equivalent to four times that 
sum now. He often noted the fact, that in, Cincinnati ho 
used money more freely, and had it more freely to use, 
than at any later period of his life. But then, as now, the 
churches never incurred the censure of spoiling their pas- 
tors by lu.xurious indulgence. Rev. Mr. Patterson's judg- 
ments bears the indorsement of the universal brotherhood. 
He used to say, " he thought clergymen ought to be hum- 
ble, and ought to bo poor ; he had often prayed^to be kept 
humble, but be never prayed to be poor; he could trmt 
the churches for th(U I" How often "the bed is shorter 
than that a man can stretch himself on it, and the covcr- 
ing'narrower than that he can wrap himself in it." 

Almost immediately after his arrival in Cincinnati, tho 
official "call" from the Third Church, dated Oct. 31st, 
1836, was forwarded to him, backed by cordial and hearty 
letters from severol persons, and was accepted. The triol 
of breaking loose from his cherislicd associations, of meet- 
ing the sorrowful acquiescence of Dr. Beecher, of super- 
intending the auction sale of his hous<!hoId ftirniture, of 
making farewell visits to tho places and friends of his 
early life ; all combined, were more than he was prepared 
for, and occasioned several days' illness. But it was tho 
rule of his life to do resolutely what lie had to do, and iu 
five weeks lu' was ready to return to I'hiladelphia. . 
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" PniADSLrau, Wot. lit, 183*. 

"Rev. AMD dear Sib: 

"The congrejfation of the Third Presbyterian Church 
in this city mot lost evening, agreeable to public notice, 
for the purpose of choosing a pastor. 

" The underbigned, members of the session, a committee 
appointed for the purpose, take great pleasure in commu- 
nicating to you the information of your election to that 
office. They would also acquaint you that two thousand 
dollars per annum was voted for your support. 

"In the selection of yburself as their pasitor, we doubt 
not but they have been directed by the great Head of the 
Church, in answer to their frequent and' fervent prayers ; 
and we humbly trust you will feel it your duty, under 
Divine guidance, to accede to the wishes of the congrega- 
tion, and come and labor among us in buildipg up this 
portion of Zion. 

" Yours in Christian affection, , "^ 

" R. W. Davbnpobt, 

' " JOHM R. MoMUTTEN, 

"Committee.' 

The following letter was addressed to Mr. Braiuerd by 
members of the Third Presbytery : 

" PaiLADBLraiA, Dw. Uth, I8S4. 

" Rev. Tbos. Bbaikerd. 
"Dear Brother: 
" It may be of some importance that you know the 
opinion of your brethren as to the course best for you to pur- 
sue. In a word, we would recommend that you come on 
forthwith. It is high time that church should be regularly 
supplied ;* and every day's delay is a serious injury to the 
- , . — . — . — ^ — 

• The palpU h»d thta btmi TM»at fur mon tkwi tmo-jtan. 
. 18- 
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general intcrpAtfl of religion. The sooner, therefore, 
Brother Braiiicrd ia on the ground, the lietter. 
" Thus advisefl, your lirothcr in the gimjK'l, 

"John L. Gkant, 

" And thus Hayn, with all hiu heart, ' 

" \. Uarnkb, 
"John W. Scott, 

"K PlIELPtf, 
* , "G. N. JllDD. 

"Mr. Duffield.and others would have ttigncd this, bat 
were not prc«ent." 

Two members of the Old School party in Cincinnati 
were moved to write to individanls in Philadelphia, both 
ill the Third Presbytery as well as in the Third Church, 
to endeavor to stir up prejudice again.st Mr. Brainerd, on 
the ground of his New-School ism. 

We give » letter from the Ucv. J. W. Scott. 

' " PaiLADKLrau, Dm. I4lh, 18M. 

" It was ho|ied that you would commence your roinia* 
terial woric in this church with the commencement of the 
new year, but I suppose this will be impracticable. I 
•pent a short time with Dr. Ely on Monday ; hu expressed 
his apprpbation of the choice of the congregation, and the 
pleasure he felt in the prospect that they will soon have a 
pastor, who, under the divine auspices, will be instru- 
mental in promoting their spiritual prosperity. 

• « *'* *«« « • • 

" The letters received fronj Dr. W and ,Bev. Mr. 

B were what might have been expected f^oni such 

men ; but I did suppose that a man of Dr. W- 's repii- 

tation had more magnanimity in his moral constitution, 
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■nd more dijo^itjr of character, than tu indulge in ineering 
at tlic good opinion wliicb others exprcHs.of thoRo who do 
not entirely a^i^uc' with him in hia nicaHiireH. But for such 
men we lia'^e, I tru^t, Itoth pity and prayerH. May God 
give them a liettcr spirit, and a mnn; practical regard for 
the law of ('hrist, l)y the observance of which bis disci- 
ples may ' he. known of all men ' " 

Mr. Brainerd had not yet officially re<>i}rned his editor- 
ship of the Cincinnati Journal. In bin temporary absence 
he continued (o furnish articles for its columns. In the 
paper of December 15th, 1836, he publishes his farewell. 
Suelking of the period when he commenced his labors, he 

"At that time the waves of e^'lesiastical cofttroversy 
rolled high and threatening. Shoals and quicksands lay 
all around us. False liglits were gleaming on erery 
side. The vessel itnelf, by the misfortunvs of other com- 
manders, and stress of weather, was in a leaky condition, 
and, by many, condemned as unseaworthy ; and not a few 
stood on the shore, hat in liand, ready to shout if she 
went down. The cargo was valuable. She was frcightcti 
with the ' liread of life ' for thousand j and tens of thou- 
■ands. To take the helm at such a fieriod reqaired more 
skill than wo pohsesst^d. Days of an.xiety and almost 
sleepless nights followed each other fur weeks and months, 
until experience ha<l inspired courage to face the angry 
elements without apprehension. Sometimes the clouds 
seemed to divide and proraisS^a great calm. We looked 
for the rainbow of (leace, but looked in vain. 

" No sooner had one exciting siiliject relinquished its 
grasp upon tho public mind but another succeeded. The 
last four years, above tbeir predei>eS8urs, have been distin- 
guisbetl for a succession of moral earthquakes which have 
convulsed society. While our readers have been divided 
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into partien, mutually distniHting each other, it has often 
been our lot to occupy a middle position, where no party 
could fully approve our course, where our want of parti- 
sanship has been a crime inviting reprchonHion from those 
who could never agree except in their mutual dislike of 
prudence and moderation. 

" In retiring from our post, we are cheered with the be- 
lief that we have poisoned no weapons to rankle in the 
hearts of our readers. We have carried on no envenomed 
personal controversies with good men. Our friends have 
been many and constant, our enemies few. Those who 
have injured us we forgive. If an unadvised word f^om 
us has inflicted pain upon others, we crave forgiveness. 
We part in peace with all. 

" Wherever onr lot may be cast in life, or whatever 
may be our earthly destiny, it will be pleasant to reflect, 
that we have mingled, to some extent, a good iuflueneo 
with tb»elemeut8 which are to give character to the hun- 
dred millions who will yet have their habitations on the 
long rivers and broad plains of the great valley,— we have 
had a bumble share in the attempt to dilTuse the lights of 
literature and religion over the fairest domain on the face 
of the earth. 

" Long before the West shall have reached that eleva- 
tion of wealth, intelligence, and moral excellence for which 
she is destined, this hand will be cold and this heart will 
b» still. But there is another and a better world, where 
our friendship shall bo renewed and perpetuated, and 
where the results of Christian efforts will be garnered up. 
In that homo of the righteous may all our kind readers find 
ahabiUtioa." jl 

Moat gratefuRo bis heart were the assurances of confi- 
dence and affection from those beloved brethren with whom 
he had labored in these past years, conveyed in the accom- 
pany log letter: 
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"Dear Brother Brainkrd: 

" The Biilisirrilicrs, menilMTM of the pastoral mneting in ' 
which w«' have for 8i> 1on<r a time borne one |nothcr's 
burdens, and mingled our counHclri and jors and sorrowa, 
'cannot, without. regret, give you the purling hand, or per> 
mit you to depart without the aHsurance of our affection 
and cnnlidenw in you or a fuitiifiil brother— commending 
you, also, to tlio groce of God in your new sphere of labor, 
wlicre, if you must leave us, we rejoicY tliat you are to !>« 
Mationeil; and where, we doubt not, (lod will crown with 
Bucci>ss your la>>or, in the feeding of the lambs of the 
flock, in the edification of tlie saints, and in winning sotils 
to Christ. 

'^ " LVMAN BRECnER, BENJAMIN GBAVE8, 

"B. Dickinson, Herman Norton, 

" Thomas J. Bii;(]a, Thornton A. Mills, 
"John SiMiLDiNa. 

"CliicixiiiTl, Jan. tOtb, 1837." 

■r. BraiMrd'i Baply. 
" Dear Brethren : 

" I'loase acci'pt my gratefbl acknowtedgnicuts for your 
Und note. Next to the plensure arising from a conscious- 
ness of having aimed to do well, is the satisfaction of Hnd- 
ing our efforts approved by those who are ca|>able of jud{f- 
ing impartially. The pain of parting with brethi%n whom 
I have so much reason to rcH|>ect and love, is only alle- 
riated by the consideration that, in following the paths of 
duty to a distant 6eld, I shall slill be engaged in that 
glorious cause, which we mutually love, and to which our 
mutual labors and prayers have been hitherto devoted. I 
know the singleness of heart with which you have desired 
to Ulffuso an evaogolical influence throughout the great 
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valley, and shall never cease to pray that you may see the 
great work qonsumraated. Yours truly, 

"T. Bbainud." 

On the 11th of January Mr. Brainenl left Cincinnati to 
return to Philadelphia. Dr. Beecher, in parting with him, 
threw both arma.around him, kissed him twice, and with 
eyes fall of tears, said : " Brainerd, I feel af if I were 
losing my right band I" 

Again the lumbering stage made its slow winter journey 
across the mountains. It carried nine paKseugers, and, 
stopping over two Sabbaths on the way, reached Philadel- 
phia on the 25th, after two weeks' weary travel. 
■ But one incident occurred to vary the monotony of the 
journey. In crossing the Alleghanies, the stage-horses, 
from some cause, took fright. The first intimation to the 
passengers was a bound of the vehicle, which threw the 
driver from bis seat to the ground, and then the four young 
horses dashed down* one hill and up another, whirling on 
the very edge of the icy precipice which bordered the way. 
The gentlemen looked out in dismay. There was no driver 
on the box, and the reins were tangling under the horses' 
feet. One man got out of the door, clambered over the 
top of the stage atid reached the driver's seat, but waa 
powerless to guide or check the horses without reins. Mr. 
Brainerd stood on the step, between the wheels; the 
horses ran up a long hill, called the Laurel Ridge, slack- 
ening their speed a little toward the top, for a heavy 
stage with nine passengers and their baggage was no 
trifling weight for their six miles run. At this point be 
sprang off and ran ahead until he caught and held the 
leaders. The whole party now got out of the stage to 
wsure themselves of safety, and, after a careful examina- 
tion of the horses and hafiiiesB, two of the passengers vol- 
unteered to drive on to the next stopping-place and there get 
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J- 
% light wagon to go back for the driver. ' This was done. 
The driver was not much hurt. He was overtaken on foot, 
in great anxiety respecting the fate of his team and passen- 
gers. There Vere six men and three women in the stage. 

On reaching Philadelphia, Mr. and Mrs. Brainerd were 
invited to the house of Mr. John C. Farr, one of the elders 
of Pine Street Church, until they could make arrangements 
for a more porroanent location. Dr. Kly was in the city 
on a visit, and on the first Sahbath of Mr. Brainerd's ser- 
vices as pastor of the church he cordially welcomed his 
Bucce8k>r to the sympathies, affections, and prayers of the 
church in the presence of an unusually large congregft* 
tion. 

The installation services were appointed for the fi^st 
Babbath in March, 1837. The sermon j^-as preached by 
the Rev. Albert linrnes, from II. Cor. v. 20: "Now, then, 
we are ambassadors for Christ." m . 

The Rev. John L. Grant proposed the constitutional 
questions; the Rev. Dr. Ely delivered the charges to the 
pastor and people, and the Rev. George Dufflcid offered 
the pravcr and iK'nediction. 

'■I' 4- ■ 
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CHAPTER VI I r. 
L I r I I N ' P H 1 1. A D K r. p n I A. 

TUK year 1837, so full of excitement and solk-itude to 
those who rejfonlcd the wdfurf of the church nt large, 
rolhnl on with its harden of Iio|h>s and feurs. 

In April the eon]irre(riition of the Thiril Church com- 
menced a vefy thorouffli renovation of the houHe, remodel- 
ing it at an expense of $I9,0<)0. This work was completed 
lato in the fall. For two months the congregation beld an 
afternoon eervict; in the Huptist Chnri'fi in Spruce Strei-t. 
The new Iccture-rooni, in the bastMnent of the church, was 
oi^cned for service on the IGili of June; after which tiniu 
the people again worshijicd in their home sanctuary. Mr. 
Hrninerd's sermon on this occasion was from the text, 
" What mean ye by these stoneb?"— Joshua, iv. G. 

But his Western friends were unwilling 'to leave him in 
quiet possession of his new field of labor. The following 
letter was received from a gciilleman in St. Louis, Mo.: 

«Aag. 2»lh, 1837. 

"Rkv. Thos Brainerd. 
"DbarSir: 
"We have >M>en without a pastor since last May, when 
the Uev. Mr. Wisner left us, on account of the decline of his 
health. We have looked around upon the ministry of the 
church to find a ]M'rson suited to this station, and we have 
been encouraged to hope 'that you might be induced to 
come to our help. \Ve have an active church, all of whom 
•re living in |H>rfect freedom from the distractions which 
(136) 
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are found in other parts of the church. Wo have lierc no 
Old School, and no New School, as partiea; and wc all 
deplore without participating in the strifes that arc rend- 
ing the church in other places. 

" We are persuaded there is not in the United States a 
place, with the exception of New Orleans, in which a 
church can exercise an influence so extended as the one to 
which we belong. Here is to be found a continual con- 
course of Btrangt^rs from all parts of the Union, and this 
city is the commercial center pf a very great extent of 
territory. 

" The congregation is one of a very high degree of in- 
telligence, requiring to lie constantly fed with strong food. 
We must, if possible, have a pastor not only of eminent 
personal piety, but one of high talent, and one who is an 
agreeable speaker. 

"After due consideration, we have determined to ask 
whether you can accept a call to become our pastor, ^e 
propose it in this form, because, with the uncertainty that 
rests upon our minds whether you would accept our call, 
we think it not advisable to incur the delay of a regular 
meeting^ of the church to make out the call. At the same 
time, wo assure you that, if you can come, we will have 
the call regularly made as soon as wc receive your assent 
to our proposition. 

"We have been Influenced in this application by the 
consideration that you are a Weatern man, acquainted 
with the feelings and manners of the West. The salary 
will be such aa will render you altogether comfortable. 

" We ask your kind and immediate couxideralion of the , 
subject proposed, and xomain 

" Yours very respectfully, 

" (For the Session), " U. R. Gambli." 

This letter was accompanied by another, from a personal 
friend. 
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"St.. Loun, Aug. 3Ul, IS37. 
"Dear liROTiiGR liRAiNKRD: 

"Learning; from tin; Elilrrs of the Prcsbyti-riart Churt'h 
*\ hero, of tbeir intention to corroHpond witli you on the t*uh- 
ject of your btToniing their pastor, I Iniie the lilwrty of 
ad(lref«8in(i^ a line to you in relation to tbi)< matter. 

"I have heeome acquainted with the Kidera and many 
of the church meniberii, ond have had the opportunity of 
knowing the standingof the church with the re.s|K;ctablo 
part of the community, and of tlie influence it exerts upon 
them. I know of no eliurch in the West that embraces so 
much wealth, so much rcHpectability, and so many active 
mule members. At a prayer-meeting, on Saturday even- 
ing, I saw sonic of the richest lawyers and merchants in 
the city. At the Sabbath-schools, whicli are large and 
inten'sting, I saw the same class of persons engaged as 
teachers.. The Ses.-sion and church arc very much united, 
and liberal in their views and feelings. You would be 
astonished at the growth of this city. Its wharf is always 
lined with steamboats, seldom less than thirty. 

" In my opinion, this church is a more important one 
than any in Cincinnati, and the prospect for usefulness 
very great indeed. If it is at all consistent fur you to 
come, they would be unanimous in a cull, and you may 
confidently expect much warm-hearted ..co-oiicration from 
the Session and church. 

"Yuu know the kind of man they want; a man of 
talents, a guml sp<-aker, and one whose own feelings are 
enlisted in bis sermons. 

" Moy the Lord direct you. Two things have urged 
roe to write this letter, a sense of duty and my love to you. ' 

"Your friend, 
» " Robert Boau" 

Mr. Brainerd at once discouraged all hope of his accept* 
•ucc of this field, and suggested to the Session the names 
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of two or three clcrjr.vinpn whom he thought avivilabic, 
nnd adopted to thrir wants. 

On the 27th of Soptembc-r, 1837, Mr. Uruincrd'e flrot 
child was born, whirh he named Thonins Chalnirrs. lie 
said life secmi'd duplicated in value and interest from that 
hour. 

The church was liniyhcd and re-dedicated for service in 
November of this yoor. On the 29lh of the same month 
Mr. Brainerd's father died, in the eight y-fourih yeir of iiia 
age. He had liecn up to visit him, for the hast time, a few 
weeks previous to his death. His father wa.s a man of 
the strictest integrity, nnd bore such a reputotion for 
honesty, that a rough, scoffing blacksmith said of him, 
"There never was but one Christfan in Lewis County, 
and that was Mr. Jesso Brainerd, for he had seen him sell 
wheat, during the Miir of 1813, half a dollar \tcT bushel 
Ik'Iow the market price, because he said ' wheat was not 
worth more than two dollars a bushel.'" At another 
time he purchased a cow of a neighbor, about to emigrate 
to Ohio, at the owner's valuation ; but finding the animal 
an uncommonly good one, he cent ten dollars more to the 
man by letter, stating that the cow was worth that sum, 
and he feared that his neighbor's necessities had led him 
. to undervalue her. This -would be considered a rare kind 
of honesty at the present day. 

In March, 1838, sixty-four memlKTs were receive* to 
the communion of the church, and during the yeareiidhig 
March, 1839, one hundred and three were added. The 
church services were attended for a number of years by the 
fullest congregations, occupying the aisles and pulpit staira 
on all occasions of fair weather. 
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Sr. iMokw to T. lniB«r4. 

"Laxc SiaiitART, May Uth, 1837. 
"DeARLT BEIiOVXD AND LONOBD roR i 

" The reply to the Princeton Beoiew is well under way, 
and will probably be with you in the next Journal. I bad 
intended to maintain silence, but^ when that Revieto came 
out I determined that longer silence would be a sin, and 
that the answer to the Review should have the light of the 
antecedent facts' shining upon it for public edification. I 
have made up my mind to endure aggression and slander 
no longer unanswered. . 

" Write soon and let me know what are the prospects of 
the Assembly, so far as you can judge, in the metropolitan 
city — for a long time the center of mischief — now destined j 
I hope soon to be the radiating center of light and peace 
and love. Though we feel sadly the want of you here, 
. we hope our loss will in the end be gain to the cause. 

" I rejoice to hear of your prosperity and happiness. 
Love to all the brethren. 

" Yours affectionately, 

" Lyman Ukkcher." 

-• 

The summer of 1831 was marked by scones of outrage 
tnd violence in the Southern and Western States. In 
July, the Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, Editor of the Allan Ob- 
nerver, was- murdered by a mob, for maintaining anti- 
alavery principles, ^Jtid his press and office destroyed. 
His press had been destroyed once before, in St. Louis, 
on account of his rebukes for the burning to death by the 
mob of a colored man named Mcintosh. 

Mr. Lovejoy was personally known to Mr. Brainerd ; 
and the circumstances of his death excited such indigna- 
tion and horror that he could nut rest without relieving 
his heart and conscience, by the following communication 
to the Cinotuna/i •/0«<rMa{; 
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"X|r. Chbstkb: 

" Will you allow me a column of your paper for a few 
remarks upon the late 'Alton MaHsacrc?' The deep in- 
tercHt which I feel in the West, as well as the public rela- 
tion which I held while conducting your paper for four 
years, may give me a claim upon the attention of your 
reader^' 

" The first emotion felt by the public on this side of the 
mountains, on hearing of the murder of Lovejoy, was one 
Qf deep and universal althorrence. That a minister of the 
gospel, in the discharge of What he believed a solemn 
duty, should \» deliberately shot down like a beast, 
; because 

«U« knew bia right!. 
And knowiof dkred mainUin thoin,' 

was a crime so horrid — so appalling — so extraordinary, in 
a land of laws and professed liberty, that scarce an editor 
could be found corrupt and impudent enough to justify or 
palliate the outrage. I am in the daily hubit of glancing 
over ^bout sixty newspapers in the reading-rooms of this 
city. Among all these periodicals, I coultLjind but four or 
five which did not B|)eak out in terms of manly indignation. 
Among the four or fire was the American Manufacturer, 
Pittsburg, the Paul Pry (^kfrs. Royal's), Washington, and 
one in Cincinnati. The indignation seemed to be deep, 
generous, and universal. No event of the last ten years 
has excited more attention or called forth more deep exe- 
cration. 

" It cannot be disguised, however, that now an cObrt is 
making to lessen the sympathy fur Brother Lovejoy. It 
is perceived that his death has gone down tt> the bottom 
of society, — that the mass of the community are beginning 
tu inquire whether it is longer expedient to outlaw the 

13 
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tboIitinniBtfl, and thus expoi>e her cilitent to murder, in 
order to plf>aHC the holders of slaws. 

" To stop this reaction, some editors now affect a h(Ay 
horror that a minister of the gospel should be found with 
arms in his hands defending his rights at the ]icril of his 
life. They ask if that was convistent with the sacredness 
of his profession. 

" To them it was no great matter that Brother Love- 
Joy's office was invaded — that his press was three times 
destroyed — that on the Sabbath he should be dragged by 
ruffians from the arms of bis screaming wife — that he 
ahould be week after week threatened with death by assas- 
sins — that at last, deprived of the protection of law, bo 
should be left at the mercy of a mob, whose approach had 
been invited by the denunciations of men in high stations 
—all this is of little consequence. Bat that Mr. Lovejoy, 
left in peril of life, property, freedom, and all that is dear 
to any man, should prepare to defend himself, — is a very 
bad thing. They say that Jesus Christ did not defend 
himself— nor did the Christian martyrs. 

" Has it come to this, that, in a land professedly tti9, 
an apology is to be sought for a mob in taking life, be- 
cause the victim was unwilling to die unresistingly? Be- 
cause, in pagan Rome, Christians were covered with the 
skins of Wild beasts, to be devoured by dogs, when resist- 
ance would have been unavailing, that therefore every 
minister of the gospel must bare his throat to every ruffian 
that thirsts for blood 1 If public sentiment will not pro- 
tect ministers in a few expressions of conscientious opin- 
ions — and if the guardiannbip ef law is withdrawn from 
them — docs their sacred office forbid them to defend them- 
selves and their families from the assaults of assassins f 
When the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon signed the' Declaration 
of Independence, and lent to it the persuasion of hfs elo- 
quence and the power of his great reputation,^— when tb* 
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pMtora of NeWUnffland, In d«8perate caMS, le<l their 
people to the 'tented flcld.'and to defend all that was dear 
fk'om a ruthless foe, — they did not imaj^ino that thej were 
building up a government which should remove the tegU 
of its protection from the miniHtors of Jesus, and then re- 
buke them for using the poor privilege of lifting their owd 
feeble arms in defense of life. 

"It is asked why did not Lnvejoy flee from the storin. 
To what place could/ he have fled? Had he' gone to Cin- 
cinnati, would he (with the mob at his heels, and the press 
encouraging them on) have Ijcen safe there? In wh^t 
place in our land is a good man, who has opposed intem- 
perance, licentiousness, and slavery, safe, if the mub is 
given to understand that he is left unprotected at their 
mercy f 

"But it is said that Lovejoy had written severe arti- 
cles. What if he had f Did not the popish press at St 
Louis heap upon him every vile epithet adapted to stir 
up a mob? Did not that press first begin to stir up the 
multitude by calling him an incendiary? Has not the 
press, in every part of the Union, loaded the altolitionists 
with most opprobrious epithets, — accused, them, without a 
shadow of truth, with desiring to e.\cite insurrection, with 
being traitors to the country 1 May the mobiles and their 
apologists do all this, and, if the reply is severe, may 
they, without crime, consummate their injustice, by killing 
their victims f 

" You know I did not approve of the course of Mr. 
Ijovejoy — that \ have always stood aloof from the abo- 
lition societies — but I never had a doubt of the perfect in- 
tegrity of Mr. Lovejoy's purposes. I read bis popcr up 
to the time, and long after the time, when be took his 
stand against slavery. His articles were spirited, and 
■ometimes caustic, but not more severe than I always em- 
ployed in Cincinnati against grogsollers — and intemper- 
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■ace. Thcr had «8 good an apolo)^ for ninrdering me as 
the vlaveiteH had for niurderinff Lovpjoy. 

" It is said that Mr. Lovojoj liraved public opinion — 
that he knew a majority disapproved bis sentiments, hut 
Btill persevered. Does not the editor of the Cincinnati 
Republican know, by the result of elections, that a major- 
ity of the Cincinnatians are Whigs, and yet no one thinks 
of murdering him for persevering with his very refpect- 
able paper? He writes able and severe articles against 
the sentiments of the majority — what do they do? attack 
bis press — drag him from his bouse f Mo I they rely on 
Hammond and Conover to answer him. 

"Was the grave article in the Constitution of tli« 
United States, were the articles in the Constitutions of 
• most of the States, guaranteeing freedom of the press, in* 
sorted to tell persons they might echo the opinions of the 
minority f Were not these designed to guard the rights 
of a minority ? If the people of Illinois have not given 
their Legislature the right to decide when and where and 
what a man shall print, has the little town of Alton, with 
its mob, any such authority, that they may juHtiy murder 
a minister of the gospel to prevent his publishing a newt- 
paper t ' 

"These remarks are hastily written, but I could not 
rest without lending my influence to reprobate the vile 
act which has stabbed the fre«>dom of the press, and con- 
signed to the grave a minister whose talents, piety, zeal, 
moral courage, and philanthropy posterity will appreciate. 
" Your friend, 

" Thomas Brainbui. 

" PaiLABiLPiu, Dm. IStk, lUT." 

The General Assembly met in the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, Ranitead Court, Philadelphia, on tho Hth of May, 
1838. 
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Dr. Boecher, Rev. Edward Bfiecbrr, and Rer. Baxter 
Dickinson oame on to the Asgembly, and mode their home 
with Mr. llrainerd. 

The history of that revolution and of the division of th« 
Presliyterian Church need not be recounted here. Their 
acts of. violence, of wrong, and injustice, " Are they not 
written in the Bo«>k of tlie Chronicles" of the disniom- 
bcred church 7 No one who witnessed them will ever 
forget the exciting scenes of that period. No one who 
enjoyed the privilege of hearing the earnest discussions 
out of Assembly, at the dinner and supper table,— with the 
■ "speeches continued until midnight," — will ever willingly 
obliterate from the memory those eloquent thoughts and 
words for the right. 

AH the odium of the antislavery excitement at that time, 
with exaggerated and unfounded reports of the impru- 
dences of antislavery men, were artfully, drawn in and 
made subservient to the prejudices industriously cultivated 
toward the New School party. It seemed at one time as 
though the " powers of darkness" were let loose ; for the 
stormy debates of the Old School Assembly, in doors, were 
alternated by the incendiary fires and shouts of the mob 
without, who selected this very time to bum " Liberty 
Hall," in Sixth Street, where the Antislavery Society were 
holding a convention, and the " African Hall," in Thir- 
teenth Street — a modest building in which the colored peo- 
ple were allowed to hold meetings Jot promoting their reli- 
gious and social interests. The tolling of the State House 
bell, as an alarm signal, vied with the ringing church bells 
in calling out their respective forces. 

On the nightin which the hall \f\ Sixtli Street was burned 
Mr. Brainerd and his guests went out as spectators. Many 
of the fire companies wholly refused to work, and the hose 
of such as attempted to save the burning buildings were 
cut by the mob. , 

18* , ' 
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Suddenly a rush wts made by the mob, now swelled by 
thouMmJH of 8pfM:tator8, and evcrylXHiy was invHistibly 
borne on with the movinK' niasa. Our four clcrgytnen, 
who had kept together until now, wore separated, and each 
thrown upon his own skill and forecast for safety. Mr. 
Urainerd kept sight of Dr Be<>cher, and by skillful crowil- 
ing through two or three squares, they gained the edge of 
the living mass, and soon extrieati-il theinsi'Ives and re- 
turned home. Mr. Hrainerd then bi-came alarm<-d for the 
safety of Prof. Dickinson and Kdward lieeeher, going fre- 
quently to the street door to look out for them. When more 
than an hour had elapsed without their arrival,' be said to 
the Doctor, *' Where can Dickinson and Kdward Ih< ?" 

" Runnin' yet, Iguenist" coolly replied Dr. Ik'echer, with 
bis n>ady humor and fearlessness. Ho made larger allow- 
ance for their excitement and curiosity than Mr. Braincrd 
did. They only remained to see the end, and came in all 
right about an hour later. ' 

This incendiary spirit continued until one or two chitrches 
belonging to the colored people were burned, and various 
other outrages committed on tbeir property. 

The laws of Pennsylvania make the State liable for all 
damages from mobs. The congregations of these churches 
commenced an action against the State, and recovered 
damages to nearly the full amount of their losses. 

Mr. Barnes, Mr. Brainerd, and some others sat out the 
whole trial, in token of their sympathy with the colored 
people, and to give the weight of their influence to their 
cause. 

After the successful issue of the suit, one of the colored 
clergymen said to Mr. Brainerd : " Our white brethren 
were for us what the cotton-bags of New Orleans were for 
General Jackson, — they gained the day for as." 

It is interesting and suggestive to learn the sentiments 
of clergymen and leading men in regard to the proceed- 
ings of the Assemblies of 1837-38: 
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T» mn. T. BniMH. 

"New Mat», June Ittb, IM7. 

" P«rbap8 you maj wiith to knonr what w the opinion 
here in respect to the proct-edings of the late General As- 
Bembly of your church. There ia hut one sentiment ia 
respect to the mcasurca of the Old School ; it is that of the 
deepest surprise. If they wanted 'division,' why did they 
n(tt effect an honorable division, and not attempt to crush 
their opponents by un ilkgal assumption of power ? 

" Dr. Benian has done himself much credit by the very 
able advocacy which the interests of his party and the 
cause of truth found in him. Every one here is looking 
with intense interest at the movements of the New School 
party. 

" As your neck lias been under the guillotine, I should 
like to know how yon felt in that predicament. 

" D. S. B.". 
T* T. BraiMTd. 
- . " Rom, June 2ltb, 1837. 

* • ♦ * "I have just returned from our 
Presbytery, where my heart was ntade to bleed anew at 
hearing the report of our delegates from the General As- 
sembly. • ••»•*** 

" Our religious papers arc now sought with as much 
avidity, by the enemies of religion, as a political pa|)er ia 
during the licat of a Tresidential campaign. We had a very 
fiill meeting of Pre^y tery, all taking a deep interest in the 
present condition of the church. Our Presbytery are en- 
tirely unanimous in their feeling of indignation at the con- 
duct of the majority of the General Assembly, and wo. are 
entirely united as to the proper course to l)e taken at this 
time. We recommended a convention for the four Synods, 
to meet at Rochester on the ITth of August next, and we 
hope there will be a very full and general attendance ; and 



148 LIfX or Rgr. TBOMAS BRAISSRD, D.D. 

We trust the Lord will be with as, and give us wisdom in 
this hour of deep trial, to prepare a way that will make for 
peace and advance the g4ory of Christ's kingdom. 

" Let roe know what has been the influence of the Gen- 
eral Asseiublj in your city, and what abroad. 

"B.P.J." 

' "LAiiaSciiiidiiT, M*y 2»tk, 1837. 

" Dear Bkainerd : 

" I thank you for your short letter, and your filial de- 
fense of me against M . 

" la respect to the doings of the Assembly, and the 
course to be pursued by us, you will we my views in a 
former letter to bickinson, which, if needed, I hope he will 
make known to the brethren. 

" You know all about us here, and how things affect us, 
and I know something aliout you and the East. I calcu- 
late to spend the year to come in writing an exiiosition 
and defense of the West, and of myself; fur I will not any 
longer stand still and lie misrepresented by those who have 
given me the right hand of fellowship: and since they re- 
ftise to redeem the pledge, God and my own right hand shall 
be my dei)endence. 

" The Lord preserve you, — and the church and nation 
aiid world, — and soou permit us to see better days, is the 
prayer of your old friend — who is neither scared, nor dead, 
Qor asleep. 

" Ltman Brecbu." 

Another Presbyterian clergyman writes, Jutfe 16th, 
1887 : " It would be a sad spectacle to see the Old School 
party constitute <A« Prc»hylerian Church; achurchlM) ven- 
erable, and covered with so many graces and honors, should 
not be deserted by its friends in such a time as this." 

Mr. Brainerd was not a delegate to the Assembly of 1837 
—only a " lobby member." He found this responsibility 
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much harder to betur than though he had been " permitted 
to apeak for himaelf." It was arooziiig to those acquainted 
.with hiH nervous teinperanient, to witness his ejrlernal C09I- 
ness and restraint. His excitability found a safetj-valve, 
and worked off the extra steam, by giving expression to his 
feelings — sometimes in " parables," and sometimes in verso. 
Mr. Brainerd said of himself: " He was a poet made, not 
born" (and not much of one at that) ; but he would 
write in rhyme, on any subject and for any length of time, 
as readily as in prose. 

It was reported that a member of the Old School As- 
sembly, standing in the lobby, swung his hat and gave 
three cheer* when the Moderator of the Oeneral Assembly 
announced that three Synods were cut off from the church 
by a drilled party m^rity. This incident was signalised 
by the following paraphrase : 

TUB TIIRi.! CBEKR8. 

What tldingi'twraa upon the bfMM *- 

Eioil* (hit Ixiiiteruai Joj ; 
Whkt ritioas bright with powar to piMM 

Thi> Putor'i Ihadghti taplAjr 1 

It'l told to hia that jct ooe mora 

or Adaa'i ruinml race 
Il*th heard the word, "Go, •)■ no nora; 

Yon nr« pardoned bjr rich (rnae t" 

Or don he hear that far away. 

In diilant pagan landi, 
Full beamiag in the light of day 

The Crou, Jut liflcd, (laadif 

Or ha* he heard that weary Saiati ^, 

Have reached the happy fhon 
When Jeeai Kothei their hearti' eomplalnla 
, And bide then "weep DO Bore f 

'Tie naaght like theM ; to hii ebamed ear 

The word hai now been gireo. 
That, aaaweriag to hii eamaet prayer, 

Tkt tlmrtk ^ VMM u rifnt. 
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Lat l^M rejoice! ■ thognDil teafou '- 

Will rand the air with erle« ; ~" 

, Their fktber'i cknreb, oppmeed with wrongi, 

/■ train /ragmnlt lit. " 

At another time, one of the Southern roenibers, whjle 
retailing " common fame" against the New York Synoda, 
waa asked by a clergyman from that section, if it waa pog- 
aible that he Ixtlieved such charges, and questioned for his 
authority. The reply was: "It is npne of your bu$i- 
tiCM /" Such " Chivalry" could not remain unsung. 

CHIVALBT. 

With warrior heart, with ual and flaaie, 
I blow the tramp of " ronnM /aaM ;" * 
'Tli mine to heed her worde, and hnrl 
Iler gouip round the Cbriitian world. 

Delaj me not ; I'm charged Ihii day 
"To tattle what Ihii dame mar »; ; 
The " CoRcLATS " ipeaki i I laa Ibeir nod; 
" Drire oat thoie miniiUn of Ood I" 

.'t .r ■ ■ 

What do I hear? Doe* tome one dare 
Mj itoriei with the Intk compare ? 
Down, heratio ! tbjr hated form 
• Will tlaj the progreei orrr/am). 

Yoa hare " CM hiuttum" Ur* (o tfsati 
The itoriei which my dame bring! onl | 
fiboald tmft appear, 'til clear ai glact 
', ' The " RnoLDTioif" would not piH. 

On, eomradea, on ! tbii if the hour ^ 

To gain for ui the future power. 
Thii moment Ioh; where are ;e then! % 

Yt'U a***r koU tkit power again I 

We give but one more. ' 

Before the a^jourument of the Old School Aasembly it 

was moved to return thanks to God for the " puriQcation 

of the church." 
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Tl DKCM LAUDAUD8. 

Th« Poplth priuu, wttk thiakrtl tong<i«,V 
8«Bt aplo Ood their Jojfwl Mii(, 
Tbst Lunii' Mkl, *o aUrn anJ true. 
Had Hot tlica " St. Bvlbolumew." 

To IbcM good a«n 'twM blilhiKia* ipurt. 
With lieoiMjatt r«««W«\| froneoart, 
To Moar tb« Ikad, •mtt and tu, 
Thoa aiardor all tbe bfntkt. 

To ibaro Ibeir faa* w» ttaad a ebaaea ; 
Oar Laader,* lata raturnad from Fraaaa ; — 
In battles old, la jaart a ;oatb, 
Bbowi aqaal wal for (oipel trath. 

To raad Iha abarob wa bitber came; 
To prove oar fasti, stood "eoiamon famat" 
We've porged tbe ebareb fruia its foul blots, 
As Loais did froB Ilageeools. 

Fall tny sea, from off tbis lloor, 
Wa'ta baalshed to raturn no mora; 
*. . FiTR nDaBaaD bretbren with them fall j 

We now shall stand here— «/< in all! 

We tried them not ; tbe Tankee elves 

Too well oould answer for themselves ; •! -'■■ ■ 

We sealed their lips, era thej eonld show 

"Twas oatrage base, to treat tbem so. 

Atiajr, awa; ! nana dare agafn 
To saj that we have lived ia vain : 
When aatamn eomas PRixcaTun will s«a 
. '. _^ That soma of as shall have D.O.!!! a' 

For all the trleks to swell oar power, 
For all the triumphs ^ this hour; 
Before we leave tbis blessed sod, 
Our Ikamii mt ojftr <tf (o Ood, 

. . i 

Daring tbe spring of 1837, Mr. Brainerd wrote two 

Parablea, which were published in the Philadelphia Ob- 

- L 

■ 'B-J. B. 
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iierver, — the flrst eutitled " Unci.b Pxtkr's Faim," and 
tbo Dccond, "Uknbkal Pbtkk'h Wab." As maiiy inqui- 
ric8 were mode concerning their authonbip, it is not im* 
proper, u » record of the times and the man. to notice 
them here, though somewhat obsolete, as parables theni> 
selves are in these latter days. 

On publishing the flrst piece, the Editor says : 

"Farmer Jotham has employed the interval between 
plowing bis ground and sowing his oats in writing m 
parable. He is a shrewd old man, and manifests that he 
has not been living without taking notice of thingH as they 
have occurred. Our youijg i)eople would be highly amused 
if they could sc<f the manuscript as scot to us. It looks 
as if ^e of the turkeys on bis farm bad dipped its feet in ink 
and then walked backward and forward on the paper.* But 
this is of no importance. While we perceive that so many 
ministers and lawyers are miserable scribes, we do not 
wonder that a plain farmer should be unable to write with 
the dashing beauty of young men in the counting-bouse. 

'"Some affirm positively that the honest farmer hM 
allusion to church affairs ; is exhibiting a picture of the 
causes of the dissensions prevailing in the Presbyterian 
Church; and treads on the toes of some who have exer- 
cised a prominency in producing the present unhappy state 
of things. 

"As corn planting is yet a month ahead, we ho|)o Farmer 
Jotham will not allow his pen to be idle." 

As the " Parablea " contained many allusions to persons 
"and incidents unfamiliar to the present generation, which 
the older class of clergymen only would recognjze, we 
make a few extracts of tjie most obvious and general feat- 
ures. The first Parable, "Uncle Peter's Farm," illoa- 

* Thon who kar* Mta Ur. BrkiMnl'i auawript, whM iv)tia( uaimt 
■trTQU •xciUmcut, will kppiMuU* tkU dsMriptiuo. 
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tinted more cHpecially the ru« of Her. Albert Btrnoa; 
mmI tbe weond, " Gen. Peter's War," that of Dr. Lyman 
Beechcr: 

" Inlthe year 1793, a healthful old farmer, named PotAr, 
flndiofl that bo bad ' aquatted ' on more land than he could 
cultivaio, entered into a negotiation with another farmer 
who lired east, named Jonathan. Peter propoMd that 
Jonathan, who had more t<onRthan yei'to required at home, 
ahould J»nd bJH youn^>r boy« over to aid Uncle Peter in. 
eubdainf the wildemesii. lie tvaa the rather inclined to 
thin nefratiation, from the fact that JoMthan's ftonn bad a 
rovinjf tendency, and, aR their UncJe Petfer had no fee-sim-, 
pie, nur nfe leaae, nor any other legal title to the tract on 
which he| bad 'aquatted,' they would certainlv come and 
■ettlc whither invited or not 

" Peterknew that the mode ifl which Jonathan Wad trained 
up bia aona had been* somewhat diOcrcnt frooi hiH own 
plan ; bat, as they were good farmers, no thciri^atbers be- 
fore them bad l)ecn for a century and a half, he thought 
their little peculiarities were no obHtacles to the agree- 
ment. A ti that time the old gentlehian'ii hobby was to 
subdue thd wilderneHs; and whether Jonathan's sons cut 
down timber with four-cornered axes or three, he did not 
car« a straw, provide<t tbey did good execution. 

" Tbe bargain Iwing completed, on the very terms pro- 
posed by I'iter, Jonathan's sons flocked over in consider- 
able nunibem. Peter's sons received them joyfully in tbe 
main, thougp a few were a little sour when they saw that 
tbe tools eniployed by the new-comers were not all in a 
triangular form. 

" Under tbe labora of tbe two families united, tlie ' wil. 
derness ' begun to 'blossom like the rose.' Each year tbey 
Iteld a great meeting, and Peter's heart was made glad by 
the reports of successful industry, which came in frqiu 
every quartet. 



/ 
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"A few of Uncle PeterV sons were great friends to 'tri- 
angular' implenients of husbandry. Tbey wrote niurb 
and often upon the superior excellences of this form of 
axes, spades, and hoes. Thev persuaded Peter to set up % 
school for young farniers, and look especial care that all 
the teacherK should have views like their own. They, wer« 
also accustomed to harp a great deal upon the excellence 
of Uncle Peter's frnce»; and sonic thought, if they bad 
tha sole msnagemeut of atTairs, they would give up culti- 
vation of the soil, and turn all bunds oat to make fencea, 
whether ai»y crops were secured thereby or not. 

" But for forty years all things went on prelty harmo- 
niously. Uufle Peter grew excee<ling wealthy in flock* 
and herds; and, as he bad all the benefits of the labors of 
Jonathan's sons, be treated them jui^t like bis own chil- 
dren. BiMng a liberal old man, lie con^nted to an arrange- 
ment by which another set of nephews should be adopted 
as bis sons. "I'hesp nephews bad quarreled with their 
father, John Knox, on the other side of the great lake, 
and ' itcedrd' from him, and set up for themselves In 
Uncle Peter's neighborhood. Tbey had a great many 
good qualities, for farmers, but had a relish for building 
strong fences more than for clearing the land. Tbey were 
also quite irritable, and accustomed to break up into clans, 
of which their father's family had furnished about half » 
doxen. Tbey were never in their element so much aa 
when engaged in ' plucking up tores ' Over a single this- 
tle tbey would hold a solemn council, and spend a whole 
summer in watching to get at the coot, and sometimes tram- 
ple down a whole field of wheat and corn in the process. 
They even seemed to rejoice in a drought, as it kept down 
Um w«ed8. 

• « • ♦ • * • * * " ". 
"One of the best farms in th« country wanting an over- 
seer, application was made to a young man nanted Albert, 
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to come and cultivato it. Albert was not a son of Jona- 
than, hut he WM no friend to trianf^nJar lou, with huji^ 
fences and no furtilitr. The Honn of John Knox rcpri'scnted 
the impropriety of allowing Albert to occupy such a central 
farm. He would lay it out in nquaro lota and set a bad 
example. A council was held in the family, and it was 
agreed that unless Albert would eonmrnt to have triangu- 
lar lots, be should not l)c allowed to come into the neigh- 
borhood. A- son of John Kuux found a four corneri'd 
spado UHC<1 by AMicrt in pn^paring a ' highway,' and he 
determined to make use of it to keep him out of the noigh- 
Wbood. So be brought it before a stated meeting of the 
fanners. 

"These farmers did not all like the shape of the spade, 
but tbey knew that Albert's venerable predecessor bail 
used such a spade with great e^ect. Indeed, the old man 
himself, now past working, came forward and testifled, 
that the spade was, in all n-spects, adapted ' for breaking 
up the fullow ground ' and preparing a ' highway.' 

"Albert was allowed to come ; but it grieved these men 
much, and they determined to bring tbo matter before a 
larger meeting of the farmers. It was then decided that Al 
bert should be questioned about the 'spade.' Great pains 
were taken to show that it was the worst spade that was 
over constructed. 

" Albert, finding that he could not have justice done, de- 
termined to appeal to Uncle Peter. When Uncle Peter, 
took his seat in council, how great was the grief and aston- 
ishment of the sons of John Knox, generally, to find that 
the good old gentleman was not at all disposed to molest 
Albert. 

" His opponents professed submission to Uri<;le Peter, but 
one of their friends, who was a great Warrior, having 
spent more time in the camp than ou the farm, denoanced 
Uncle Peter's decision to nis face. 
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" Uocle Pi'lcr w«» firm and tlM'ided, and thorp Ihc niattrr 
ought to h*ve rcHtcd/ liut though thrttc men had always 
profesaed s great reapcct for Uncle Peter, tbejr now began 
tocrj oat that be was craxy; that everything was going 
to rack and ruin. But they 'otorned to lay hands on Al- 
bert alone.' They said they would never n-Kt until Uncle 
Peter should drive not only Albert, but all hiH friends, and 
especially all the sons of Jonathan, out of the territory. 

"For four year^, 8oe«'e88ively, they come before Uncle 
Peter with their complaints, and each time the old gentle- 
man shook his head at them, and more than intimoted that, 
•a long as nobody interfered with their mode of fsrniing, 
they should attend moro to their own farms and less to 
their neighbors. 

" But the fifth year they determined to frighten Uncle 
Peter. So they Called a great meeting of their friends, to 
meet in advance of tberegular council, and here they con- 
certed tbcir schemes and entered into Uncle Peter's pres- 
cnee^itb all their force, threatening to rebel if he did not 
grant their n<quest. 

"Uncle Peter listened to these men with attention, and 
finally decided that no man could honestly labor on Uncle 
Peter's farm without using ' triangular ' tools. A decision 
was obtained that Albert should he made ah outlaw and 
be driven from his farm. 

" Great was the grief of Uncle Peter at this intelligence. 

He knew that Albert was a first-rate farmer ; that he waa 

'industrious in seed-time and harvest — rising early and 

sitting up late— and as a result of bis labors, bis farm waa 

as Ihiitful as any in the neighborhood. 

" When Uncle Peter took bis seat in council, to bear Al- 
bert's appeal, be acquitted him of all blame, and restored 
;; - bim to bis farm. 

♦ . . .* • ■ • • • » * 4» ■ 

■ "JOIHAII." 
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A few wevIcA later the serond Parable wsn publiohod, 
called "Obneral Petkb'8 WaK." After a abort introdtic- 
tion, reprcMiiting the fcr<^at army moving in battaliont, 
under diflcrent leadcra, the Writer said : " No offlcer had done 
more to excite the bope« of bii« sovereign than General 
Peter.* lie was ardent in patriotiam, unBincbing ia 
courage, wiw in council, and untiring in perseverance. To 
him, in connection with four or five other oRcera, was 
committed the subjugation of a large western province, of 
immense territory. 

" Oeneral Peter laid down the plan of bis campaign with 
great Hkill. He was careful that his officers should be well 
instructed in the laws of the liingdom, the tornis on which 
pardon would be granted, and the best mode of bringing 
rebels to submission. 

" He establiMhed garrisons in nil parts of the country, to 
keep the rebels in check, and to aSurd sympathy and pro- 
tection to all who would return to their allegiance. 

" He had enlisted a standing army of raort; than 200,000 
linen, organic<>d in 2500 Stations, and commanded by more 
than 2(H)0 skillful officers f He saw, under his influence, 
many academies for training cadets. In conjunction with 
Oeneral Jonathan, he established a great many military 
stations in far distant provinces. His officers were so 
true, and conducted the war with such skill and bravery, 
that they were more feared by the rebels than the offieers 
of any other division. 

" It was just at this period, when the furlifications of 
Oeneral Peiur had become invulnerable to every foreign 
foe, when bo was prepared to send out large reinforce- 
ments, and make a glorious onset upon his enemies ; it 
was juat at this period that (2ur«en»iun broke out in the 
camp. ; . \ ■ .■ 

• The PrMbftartM Charoh. f Thu* an th* itatUtiei of 18JT. 

- ^ ^ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' . - 
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" general Peter's officers had been ho engagt^d in con- 
tending with the common enemy that they had no leiBure 
for perflonal jealoumrs. While they were few in number 
"Hfaey atood shoulder tp shoulder, and acquitted tbemselTM 
like men. 

" When a considerable portion of the country had been 
subdued, the officers of a certain city began to manifest 
distrust of their brother officers, and to circulate by mys- 
terious whispers, that there was treason plotting against 
General Peter. 

"They did not pretend that the offending officers were 
disloyal to th^ir sovereign ; they were compelM to admit 
that the objects of their suspicion were warmly engaged 
against the enemy ; at erery point of hardship and of danger 
the ' suspected ' officers bad been tried and found faithful, 
«nd the sovereign had accepted their services, and granted 
tbem many tokens of his favor. 

" Perhaps this very success, the number and splendor of 
their conquests, excited the envy of the more indolent and 
timid. However this may be, the officers of a certain city 
BOQ&ded the alarm and filled the country with the cry of 
' Treason I treason 1' They ceased to fight the common 
enemy, and leveled their muskets at the true friendu of their 
king. * * r * After shooting at him for a long 
time from behind Uio trees, they finally seized an old vet- 
eran officer, named Lyman, and brought him before a 
court-martial. Ilisilocks were whitened with age ; he had 
swung the battle-axe upon the walls with giant power for 
seven-and-thirty ye^rs. In the East he bad made those 
quail who undertook to rob Prince Immanuel of his crowa 
and his throne. | ^ 

"At threescore years of age, hearing that help waa 
needed on the frontier, he struck his tent, shouldiercd bis 
knapsack, marched a thousand miles to the VVc^t, and took 
his position where he could counsel and cheer the young 
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ofBcers as tbey went forth to the bnttlc-field. As he 
had never URed his sword but against the common foe ; 
as ho never had 'even fought a duel' with a friend of his 
king ; as he was old and covered with hard-earned laurels, 
It was hoped he might be unmolested. 

" But no ; an effort was made to prove him a traitor. 
The conrt-martial cleared him. His enemies appealed to 
General Peter ; but the general showed such evident tokens 
of friendship for the old veteran that his adversaries were 
afraid and ashamed to confront him in the general's presence. 
Thej thought it l)ctter to open upon him a fire from behind 
the breastwork of one of the militafr academies. This, 
with the aid of some sharp-shooters in ambuscade, they 
thought would maim the old soldier, and render him less 
formidable as a leader. 

" The catalogue of crimes^ of which Major Lyman and 
his friends are accused is a curiosity : 

"1. He has been heard to say that when General Peter's 
orders differ from the orders of the sovereign, the latter 
must be obeyed. 

" 3. That while no one could force alh'es upon General 
Peter without his consent, yet anybody had a right to 
send in supplies for his officers, if they saw fit to receive 
them. 

" 3. .That the streggth of the army would be augmented 
by concert among all the officers, and that the generals 
would do well to unite iu the prosecution of the war. 

" 4. That the standard borne by the army should bear 
on its folds the name of Prince Imraanuel, and not that of 
General Peter. 

" 5. As General Peter could not be present in all parts 
of the country, to direct the mode of attack and defense, 
he had given discretionary power to his officers to unite 
in 'voluntary associations' to make inroads upon the 
enemy. " 
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"6. Major Lyman ttnd his fricnda hiftl been heant 

■. , to Rov that thn Ho«-ercif;n vouhl Have all to whom he 

offered pardon, if thny would submit ; that whon he aaid 

he waa ' not willing arry Hhould perish,' he nicaat just 

what he said. 

" 7. That if a soldier involuntarily discharged his gun, 
lie would not be executed for it, unless willful carelessness 
could be proved. 

" 8. That though a cliild might often suffer necessarily 
■" the consequences of his father's rebellion, yet no child waa 
to have its brains dashed out deliberately and sfiecifically 
. as a punishment for having had a rel)ellious father. 

" 9. That the king never chop(>ed off the legs of a child 
. aa a penalty for his father's sins, and then caused him to . 
be whipped because he could not march with the army. 

" 10. That no rebel would he subjected to erlraordi- 
' nary punishment for not accepting* a pardon when no 
provision had been made for his forgiveness by the king. 

"11. Tiiat Lyman and his associates had been known 
to hold a conflict with the enemy in the open Held on the 
A'ontiers, instead of bringing them into the forts to be sub- 
dued. 

" IS. That Lyman and bis friends had the fully to chal- 
lenge the enemy to xmmedinle submission, instead of 
asking him to 'delay and use the means' to lay down the 
weapons of his rebellion. 

" 13. That Lyman and his friends sometimes held A , 
'protracted' battle with the reb<!ls, and vanquished them 
outright, instead of giving them a breathing time of six 
days out of seven. 
" "14. That Lyman and bis friends sometimes brought a 

hundred rebels to submission in a week, instead of sub- 
duing them singly, at periods ' few and far betweeA.' 

" 15. But the greatest crime of Lyman and his friends 
waa this : when General Peter came to them for counsel 
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Xh^y gave itrtccording to their ability. It wns Raid that 
General Peter bad no right to take counnel of any of hia 
offlcers except the profeasora in the military arailrniy. 

" For this, and like offenaca, Lyman and hia frienda are 
declared ' cutlawa' and ' rcbela.' 

" Hia opponents will have no ' compromiae.' They have 
called a inutinoua council to deViae the beat mode to maim 
and cripple a large number or the sovereign'a subjccta, — a 
council to divide and Weaken the jwwer of the army." * 

• * * ««• « •'• m 

In an article written flflcen yearn later [1852], Mr. 
Brainerd saya : " Having revolutionized a church under 
the forms 6t ecclesiastical law, then seised its charter and 
its funds by the force of a mere majority, they cannot 
satisfy their own consciencca, or the sense of ji^tice in the 
world at large, but by striving to believe, and constantly 
repeating the charges in which their acts uf violence first 
found apology. ♦»•••»• 

" Like our brethren in the* Free Church of Scotland, 
wo have met and safely passed a must fearful and trying 
crisis in our church. Like that noble l>otly of men, we 
were forced by principle to give up rigbta in the church 
which we loved. Like them, we relinquished to other 
hands the seminaries we had aided- to endow. Not alone 
our Prcabyterian fidelity, but our honesty as men, our 
aoubdneas as theologians waa denounced by church au- 
thority, echoed by the approbation of church inntitiitions 
fed by our cliatity, and periodicals conducted by profeaaora 
elevated by our volea. • • • • • 

" But it is with us a proud consideration that almoat a 
moiety of the Presbyterian ministry — some thirteen or 
fourteen hundred — in that storm of obloquy and whole- 
sale excisions, stood firm by their principles Among 
these men we delight to record such names as thoae of 
Richards, Uillyer, Fisher, Duffield, Beecher, Maaon, Cle- 
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Imnd, Blickburn, Cathrart, N«Uon, Hill, and Andor^ioHl. 
Some of thi'Hf are hiHtorienoniM, anil they arc all worlhy 
to be plact-tl by tlie'sido of thu Ctialiiii'rs<-f«, (he Gunnin;^- 
hams, tho.WultfheH, and thu CanilliHlics of tliu exiled Church 
of Scotland. 

"It was predicted that without the cohc«lve attraction 
of their, more orthodox brethren tluMr union would be a 
rope of 8and. Each succcfsive General Assenibly was 
pronounced the loxt that could lie held. But thcite modern 
prophets consulted their hoped rather than the sij^n* of tho 
tiniea. It waa not likely that men who bad Buffered ao 
much for principle would hold lif^htly by either truth or 
the order of the church ; and hence, after a quarter 
century, in the Utdy with which we are connected, no 
man has moved to alt<-r a tittle of the Confession of Faith 
or an essential principle of Presbyterian Church govern- 
m?nt. 

• « * * * « • «« 

" There is not a minister of our Ixnly who does not love 
and cherish the Westminster Confession of Faith as the 
best human delineation of Biblical theology ; while all are 
prepared to bow, implicitly and flually and fearlessly, be- 
fore the only infallible standard — tho Word or UoD. ' Our 
churvh »landard» an nymboln for union, but the Bible fur 
authority' is the motto of our denomination. 

" As we love the Westminster Confession of F.iith and 
the Catechisms, we stand ready to vindicate them from 
Arminian, 8ocinian, and infidel assaults, on "the one tide, 
as well as Antinomian glosstm on tho other." 

While sympathy and fellowship with the orthodox 
churches of New Kngland were represented as among the 
heinous olTenves of thu New School, several cases occurred 
during Mr. Brainerd's ministry in Philadelphia, of Congre- 
gational clergymen being settled over Old Srhool Presliy- 
terian Churches, — all unshriven of their " Congregational" 
•loa. 
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It wu othM'rvablp, too, that the " opparsted brethren" 
eagerly arailefl theniH^^Tea of every opportunity to'seeure 
the eharge of pro8|iero}iH churches in the other diviHion, 
without any conscientious gcrupiea al>out joiniiifr a New 
School Presbytery, or nusgivings in regard to the theo- 
logical soundneiifl of the body whose alliance tliey sought. 

It seems incredible even now. after only thirty years, 
that good men in |hc nineteenth century could be excited 
to such opposition and arrayed agitinct each other with such 
bitterness on such Untenable grounds : not on points con- 
cerning the great vital doctrines of Christianity, in which 
they were fully agreed, but abstruse speculations on the 
extent of man's natural ability to obey the commands of 
Qod; the imputation of Adam's ein; hoW far the atone- 
ment is available fur those who will not accept of it — 
subjects on which oo two men, probably, ever thought 
alike, nor any one man ever held the same views for two 
years in succession. Yet some men ex|)ended all their 
strength in endeavors to crowd the Itest workmen from 
the field, and silence tlie lips of the most {tcri^uasive Chris- 
tian teachers ; holding hack the Wliitfields and the Ueephers, 
because in every variety of thought, or minutia of plan, 
they " followed not us." 

That "the angels desire to look into these things," and 
have been occupied for more than six thou-snod years in 
the investigatiop without fathoming their exhaustless mys- 
teries, impliea something a little too deep fur any self-con- 
stituted pope or autocrat to define with bars and limits. 
Milton's fallen spirits 

" RnaoDsd liigh 
Or.4>roriileDM, forekouwlcilfc, will, and f«t« ; 
/'M«rf/«(e,/. M Ki'M,* furalmowledge abwlul* I 
Aad ruuad ao tad, la Kuidariiig ■■•« loit." 



• "Dtnn" and "ati/i'iy." 
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And one hundred years hence the diviaion of the Pn>M> 
byterian Church will Ite clasned with the intoleranrc which 
imprisoned Galileo for daring to imagine that the world 
waa round and moved, and hy rewarding Columbus with 
irons for opening the unlimited wealth of the New World 
to Catholic Europe. 

The two parties are like the^banks which line and hold 
in the same river; running parallel all the way; sustain- 
ing the same relation to the life-giving waters which flow 
pure and healthful between tbem,*and yet remaining on 
opfxtaite sides. 

Mr. Brainerd l)etieved that Cnlvinism was logical, 
expansive, progretisive ; and not the illiU'ral, narrow, 
bigoted system represented by its enemies. lie held thnt 
Calvin emancipated the Christian world from the popish 
despotism which forbids a man to use his own reason and 
common sense— encouraging the very spirit of lilx'rty to 
discuss all points of doubtful theology ; confirming to every 
one the privilege o( digging deep for the " wells" of truth, 
from which " to drarw the waters of salvation." 

With these views he always insisted that wo were truer 
Presbyterians — better Ciilvinists — than the Old Sctur6l7) 
according to " Thb Dock." His early residence and ac- 
quaintance with the clergymen of Western and Northern 
New York; his subsequent life in Cincinnati, durmg the 
fiercest period of the conflict ; his large acquainlan(« with 
the churches throughout Kentucky and the Western States, 
together with the local information gained through tbo 
press, by newspaper exchanges, as editor, furnished Mr. 
Brainerd with a more accurate statistical knowledge of the 
condition of the church at largo than was possessed, prob- 
ably, by any other man of the same age. With a compr»- 
hensive observation, quickened, perhaps, by a sense of in- 
justice, he kept a close watch of the churches, Kast and 
West, North and South, in both divisions. He had a large 
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Dorober of pertonti friends in the Old School branch, many 
of whom continued to be life-friends — such aa President 
John C. Youug, of Kentucky, rresident Yonng rislted 
bim in Philadelphia, when a delegate to the Old School 
Assembly there ; and together they discussed the wrongs 
and mistakes of the past in a fraternal spirit. 

Every instance of irregularity or disorder which came 
to his knowledge (and they were not a few) was found in 
Old School churches ; while the New School pastors, made 
more circumspect by the unfounded charges brought 
against them, were careful to " avoid even the appearance 
of evil." 

llie defects in the Old School division consisted mainly 
in negligences and imprudences — such as admitting mem- 
bers to the communion of the church in a hasty and un- 
presbyterial manner; examining them for admission on 
the day of communion, or on their first expression of reli- 
gious interest — this mode becoming habitual, where no 
emergency of sickness or necessary absence furnished an 
apology for it ; neglect and carclei'snesB in teaching the cate- 
chism to the children uf the church ; with other defects of 
like nature. In a communication on this point, Mr. Brainerd 
Bays: "After having often witnessed the high-pressure 
excitements of our separated brethren in some parts of the 
country, — with their anxious-seats, their conversions over- 
night and admissions to the church in the morning, their 
lax discipline and low moral standard, — we are amazed to 
hear them echo the cry of ' new measures and* disorder.' 

"In Western New York, which has been so often repre- 
sented aa desolated by fanaticism, there will be found a 
higher standard of ministerial qualification, a more thorough 
pulpit instruction in Calvinistic theology, a larger attend- 
ance upon the means of grace, a more thorough examina- 
tion for admission to church privileges, a more eBective 
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discipline, as well as more regard to Sabbath-kcepin)^ and 
temperance, than in the bpdt districts eultirated by our 
separated brethren." 

In his own church, in P'liladelphin, Mr. Brainerd encour* 
ajred rewards in the Sabba'h-^chool to such children as com- 
mitted perfectly to memory the Assembly's catechism ; and 
in one of the mission-schools, established l>y the young 
men of his church, those who best understood the catechism 
were promoted to the "Banner class," which bore for its 
motto, " Hold fast thb form of sound words." 

This is hulory ; and the recital of it no more opposes a 
perfect "reunion" than the facts of our late appalling civil 
conflict nullify 

" The *wral »letory w« have won," ., 

and the lastin^r pence it will purchase. 

The ecclesiastical, like the civil conflict, was a warfare 
with brethren; and the reunion of both will be more firmly 
cemented than ever when " Uightcousness and Peace have 
kissed each other." " 

The lives of these men cannot be written without " call- 
ing to remembrance the former doys," and the " great fight 
of afllictions" through which they passed, any more than 
the history of our country can be written without recording 
'the terrible strife from which it has just emerged. Both 
have come out purer and brighter, and stand on a higher 
platform to-day for their fiery trials. 

It is cause of profound grutitiidc, that a youngvr class of 
clergymen can see above the clouds uf battle, as the snioko 
clears away, and shake hands for the coming centuries. 

No man would have rejoiced more intensely over the 
conbummation of Keuniim ; no man would have labored 
harder for it than Dr. Brainerd, Appointed Chairman of . 
the first Committee to open "fraternal correspondence" 
with the other branch in 1849; ond again iu 1866, of the 
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frst committee on Reunion; it would seem ns thoufrh he' 
bail participated in forniinff the " Dams or Union" when 
he wrote, fieventeon vearH l)efore, aH.<le6nin)r (lie poHition 
of the New School divigion : " Our Church StaNdabrs 
AS Stmbols for Union, bi:t thr Biblc for Authority, 
it the motto of our denomination." 

Nor does it apftear unwarrantable to believe that the 
brethren who have lieen " elected'' to " The flenerol Ai>Rem- 
bly and Church of the First Born" have shared with thope 
on earth in the joy and ^lory of the reunited church— Dr. 
DufBeld and Dr Junkin, John M. Krebs ond Thomas 
Brainerd. 

Or. iMohir to T. Iraiacrd.* ■ -^f.- 

" La!ii SkHiXAiT, Not. Itth, 18,11). 
" Dear Brother : 

* * * * ** «* * 
" The trial by jury may Iks for the best, as it will give 
as the benefit of public sentiment, synipatjiy, persecution, 
Rbhorrence of despotic ecclesinstical power, and a jealous 
vigilance against the lieginning of ecclesiastical monapoliea 
of legislative, judicial, and executive power, with the power 
of the purse and secular patronage ; — the true origin of the 
papal power.. It will also approximate in feeling more to 
R court of equity, and give our evidence and argument R 
larger sweep. 

" It must not lie forgotten neither, that in high church 
lilpiscopacy and high church Methodism there is a lust of 
power and dominion not unlike to that claimed by our high 
rhurch ; and if there bo any danger from the jury. It Ilea 
here, and should be guarded against by our counsel, if it 
CRO be. The opposing c^nsel, certainly, will neglect no 
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Huc-h advantifre In fornriiifr the jury if it Hes within the 
rcai'h of tlieir dexterity, and our counm.*! 'most nut aleep 
over the sultject. 

" The claims of |tarliamentary and judicial power, and 
their carrying out in their 'Acts,' is blown to atoms by 
'llistoricus,' and needs no funeral oration, there being 
Bolhiug left to bury. It is a claim of (lerfect, despotic, ir- 
rpKponsible power, sustained by no vestige of evidence, and 
contradicted by omnipotent documentary evidence. It de- 
stroys Presbyterianism in the fundamental right of appeal. 
The Poles might as well appeal to Nicholas, as New School 
minorities to the Old Schoel Assembly. The greatest 
danger I apprehend, lies in tile reiterated claim of genuine 
Presbyterianism by the Old School, connected with the 
greatness of the loss to them if that law should take its 
course. To obliterate this : - 

" 1. The evidence of early and constant plans of union. 

"9. That Congregational and Presbyterian roiniDlera 
were the primary elements of American Presbyterian 
churches ; and as much genuine sons of the church as 
those born in Scotland or the metropolitan city. A 
second obliterater is, that their |ieril is of their own 
creation, in attempting to subvert our rights, — the pit their 
own hands have digged, — and, therefore, if one or the other 
must fall into it, it Hhoijld bo those who dug it. 

" 8. The whole of this impression is removed by the 
consideration that our claims, sustained, do not exclude 
them if they choose to adhere to the constitutional church. 
We have not accused them of heresy, or instituted vexa- 
tious trials, or declared them out of the church, avowedly 
to give us the power to control and despoil them. We 
shut not the door of the church against them. We only 
claim a constitutional organiiation to protect our rights, 
and theirs too, if they choose to avail tbemsolves bf it 
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The confirmation of our conatitutional orgnnization will 
not diBfrancbiHe them, if thry chooK<* to ' abide in the 
ship ;' and only on thrir voluntary abandonment of the 
church. 

"There ia another reason for an unflinching, atraiffht 
course, if it fall on our Hide, which w, that it is the direct 
road to peace; to prevent the disaatroug diviition and 
rending of families, cburcbcs, and PrcHhyleries even now 
begun ; and to unite more than throtsTt'urthH u,f the entire 
church in firmer, aweeler bonds uf lovo and coti<!ord than 
before. The ultras, if they go off, will be few, and leave 
the church at rest. If they come in, they return defeated 
and shorn of power and influencf> to kinillt! up the fires of 
contention again ; and wo may caluulato on ' peace as % 
river,' till the niillenuial day. ^ 

"The plea of numltcrs will be relied on some; buj 
theirs is a minority created by their own unconstitutional 
action ; by their monopoly of the discipline and patronage 
of the church, and by that reckless, daring violence and 
courtly management which make the ambitious and the 
timid, who in fact are with us, halt between two. For 
five years out of seven we had majorities. In thirtv-scven 
we were a majority of the whole church, had we been re- 
presented ; and if all who disapprove of the whole p<'rse- 
cuting course, and would willingly walk with us in love 
and fellowship, are included, we should constitute three- 
fourths of the entire church, especially if those who have 
gone against us on account of slavery are struck off. Uut 
after all, minorities do not make right or determine law ; 
and will not, I am persuaded, bo allowed in our case to 

do 80. 

"All quibbling about our heresy and reference to doc- 
trine is shut out by the repeated acquittals by largo m^jor- 
16* 
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itiei of the greatest alleged heretics, including the votes of 
Old School men, and by our repeated public adbe»ion to 
the Confession. 

" This Ib all, doubtlcM, familiar to our counsel, and yet, 
if you think it proper, I shall be gla<l to have these sug- 
gestions Riibniilted to their consideration, praying most 
devoutly that the Head of the church may guide and 
sustain thcrii in their clfort to secure the right, and reatoro 
the peace and prosperity of the Presbyterian Church. It 
is in the bands of Ood and able counsel, and I leave it. 
Rut however it goes, our counsel have do fears for Lane 
in a trial i:i Ohio " Yours, 

" L. BUCIIBE." 







CHAPTER IX. ' 

PIRIONAI. CHABACTIBIBTIC8 — EVENTS OF PAITORAL UFE — 
ANECDOTUL 

I^UO^E best acquainted with Mr. Drainerd were the most 
■ impressed with the franldicss aiid transparency of his 
character. There was a child-like simplicity about him 
which revealed his thoughts almost unconsciously to him- 
self. He was utterly unable to-conceal his feelings, even 
where a wise policy niij^ht justify such concealment. Ap- 
probation or displeasure, respect or contempt, joy or grief, 
flashed out in his face before his voice could give its cor- 
roborative testimony to his feelings. 

Naturally very impulriive and quick-tempered, he often 
aaid no one l)u|(' himself knew the efforts he made for self- 
control, nor the\ain he endiired over his ill success. His 
. language was aiways the exponent of his heart and bit 
conscience. 

Possessed of a highly nervous temperament, with great 
conscientiousness, ho easily fell into morbid views of reli- 
gious experience, such as characterized David and John 
Bralnerd. U is standardwas so far above human attainment 
that, like Paul, he " counted not himself to have appre- 
hended" the measure of his duty or the proofs of his 
acceptance. When hia health faltered, or his plans for 
usefulness were obstructed, if he could not overcome the 
obstacles, he became mentally depressed. Always work- 
ing under high-pressure, he suffered the natural reaction 
in nervous prostration. It was very common for him to 
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f(?cl and Bay, alter a most 8uccps»ru1 rntcrprise or a lonjf- 
continiioil revival, "that tliiri wan his laul work — that ho 
fdt hia time was short — tlint he must xct his hou!«o in 
order,"— with like expressions. Hiit friends sometimes 
cnileavorgd to hantor him out of thesv moods; but soon 
found the surest course was to get him off pn a journey, 
and with a few days or weeks of recreation, under the in- 
fluence of new scenes and climate, he would return as 
fresh and vigorous as ever, and work^on for another year 
without onc« recalling his apprehensions. 

The development of fraud, treachery, or injustice, roused 
Mr. Brainerd to great indignation ; and for offenders in 
these respects his eyes and words meted out -no gentle 
measure of retribution. He frequently regretted liis im- 
pulsive severity afterward, feeling that the rebuke exceeded 
the magnitude of the offeuse. 

He never fostered ill feelings or retained a grudge against 
an opponent ; but when the occasion of dissent was pa«scd, 
would renew the former kindliness of intercourse ; often 
ivith surprise to find it coldly received. 

After he had been settled about three years in Phifo- 
delpliia, a contributor to the newspaper press amused 
himself and the community by writing spirited sketches 
of public men in the city, Ijoth of the bar and the pulpit, 
which were published in the secular papers. As wise 
people know what degree of allowance to make for these 
pen pictures, We prefer to give the testimony of outside 
witnesses, as free from the impulation of that partiality 
which insensibly clings to the record of intcresteil friends. 

"PMtUiBfi tf tba P«lpit."->e. t. 

RBV. MR. BaAINBRD. 

" The celebrity wBich Mr. Brainerd enjoyed as a preacher 
preceded him from Cincinnati to this city, and raised high 
expectations here of his talents and his manly eloquence. 
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Fow who hkve ligtencd to him have been diHap|iointed in 
their anticipations ; and his congregation only grow more 
attached to him as they linow him ijottur. 

"The personal appearance of Mr. Brainord is, in the 
pulpit, remarkably Hne. Ilis face is frank and intellvctaal, 
with an eye of much power, and a commanding brow. He 
does not, however, avail himself of his appearance to be- 
come a master in action, but rather afects the calm, im- 
passioned gestures of a lecturer in a synagogue. On rising, 
he adjusts his manuscript carefully liefore him, places hia 
hands at convenient distances on each side of the pulpit 
cushion, and thus resting upon them, scans the audience 
with a searching glancc,4md plunges at once into the mid- 
dle of bis subject, never relieving himself from his easy, 
though awkward posture, except to enforro some striking 
truth by a sudden, impassioned motion of the hand. It is 
only some startling thought, some lofty idea, or some re- 
sistless argument, which breaks in upon ' the even tenor 
of his way.' 

" Far different is the style of Mr. Brainerd's oratory. If 
his gestures are uncouth, his rhetoric is by no means like 
them. In fact, the whole of his power, as a speaker, con- 
sists in the nioMer rather than the manner of his sermons. 
Ills efforts, judged as compositions, would rank high in 
the scale of mind, and call down praises from the keenest 
critic or the most unflinching enemy of written sermons. 
It is a style peculiar to himself, distinguished by mingled 
logic nd declamation; fkill, flowing, and rich, with little 
rant and no tinsel ; slightly antithetical, but never arti- 
flcial ; condensed at times, but diffuse when necessary; full 
of sound logic, and kindling with feeling; strong, impas- 
sioned, argumentative, unanswerable; — it sweeps down 
upon the reason and the heart together, rolls resistlessly 
across the mind, and whirls away with it the thousand 
excnaea of the hearer. Few -men weld argument and ap- 
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pea! 8o powerfully topfcther ; an«l few men enforce their 
■rgunicnt with Ruch lalmr and rt'i>eiirrh. All that am-ient 
liiHtorj' aflitrdi*, all that Uihiival criticiMni han discovered, is 
brought in to uphold his pooiiionH, until the mind stoggers 
under the accumulated testimony ; our convictions yield, 
our opinions take color from bis own, and we wonder that 
we never before saw the f>ubject in so strong a liftht. Nor 
does he pause in this con pact and glowing strain of argu> 
mentation. Koch link is welded into the other, and the 
whole is riveted together with consummate strength. ' 
From the first sentence to the last, one universal truth 
pervades the whole ; and, though a score of lesser ones 
arise and are illustrated in the course of his rcniark.s, they 
all tend to establish the one great idea, and lend their in- 
fluence to impress it at Inst u|>on the mind. As the lens 
concentrates the scattered rays upon a focus, so eacli sepa- 
rate idea is brought forcibly to Iwar upon one point. This 
is the great secret of powerful oratory ; by it not a thought 
is lost, but even the idlest illustration is made to tell. It 
is gathering the electric fluid into one burning chain ; it ia 
pouring a hundred rills into one mighty river. 

"The voice of Mr. Uroinerd is strong, sweet, almost mu- 
sical. Some of its intonations arc peculiarly fine, and re- 
mind us of the deep breathings of an organ. Few but 
admire the elocution, though scarcely any praise the action 
of the speaker. We trust, by improving one without less- 
ening the other, he will win for himself his pro|ier station 
as a pulpit orator. Most men may acquire gUbturc, but 
Heaven only endows the mind." > 

This sketch Was published in the fall of 1839; and its 
truthfulness can be attested or disproved by his numerous 
hearers through his long ministry. Mr. Urainerd was 
perfectly conscious of his defects of manner. He was 
naturally diffident, and could never feel perfectly at easa 
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before an andiencp. He had a (n'cat contempt for cox- 
combry in the pulpit; and it wna ruHV for hi in to forget 
himself when absorbetl in hiii great fuilijocl;). Yet he was 
not insensible to the adrantagcs of a thorlkgli physical and 
elocutionary training for a public ftprakcr. Rev. Thornton 
A. Mills, who succeeded him in the Fourth Church of Cin- 
cinnati, visited Philadelphia in the tipriiig of 183!), and 
occupied the pulpit in the morning, while Mr. Urainrrd 
preached in the afternoon. Whi^n thoy reached home, Mr. 
^ Mills said, playfully : ^ 

" lirainerd, you haven't improved a bit since you left 
Cincinnati. Why don't you throw nway that pa|H-r and 
reel it off to Ihetn, as you did at the West ?" 

Mr. Urainerd preached e.\tvni|>oraneou!ily half of the 
time, but he founa the habit of writing one sermon a week 
of great service to him, notwithstanding Krother Mills' 
opinion. ^ 

City congregations scatter uuring the summer, es- 
pecially I'liiladelphia congregations. ISeiug toafar inland 
for the benefit uf sea-breezes, with the surrounding coun- 
try very level, it is an exceedingly hot city from the mid- 
. die of Juno to the middle of September. Every one who 
can, endeavors to get away for a season ; returning leisurely 
through September and October. This makes the winter 
the working season for city ministers, and the spring com- 
„ munion the period of their gathered harvest. Every year 
of Mr. Brainerd's ministry was more or less marked by 
special religious interest during the winter; and as he 
never spared himself, but worked to the utmost limit of 
his strength, he almost invariably suffered, from the reac- 
tion of this protracted mental excitement, by nervous pros- 
tration. A season of rest and relaxation was neudful to 
restore the tone of his nerves and spirits. 

Shortly after the' March communion of 1839, Dr. Thomas 
U. Skinner, of New York, came to Philadelphia, io very 
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much the same physical condition as Mr. Brainerd, and 
from the Hsmc cause. 

Ho persuaded Mr. Brainerd to go with him to hit 
native place, Edenton, N. C, for their mutual IwncSt ; and 
they left Philadelphia on the 8th of April, reaching Eden- 
ton, by steamboat and railway, on 'the 10th. The region 
was Dew, and Mr. Brainerd enjoyed the visit greatly. His 
letters borne will give the best report of his imprpssions. 

"Kdivtox, N. C, April 11th, IWW. 
" Here I am four hundred miles south from PhiladeU 
. pbia. We reached this place last evening, and I found the ' 
Journey here very pleasant. Dr. Skinner is exccll«at com- 
pany. The family consists of his brother, J. B. Skinner, 
Esq., and his only daughter. They live in princely style, 
*' and arc fine specimens of Southern hospitality. To-day 
we rode five miles- on horseback to a fishing-place, where 
I saw five thousand herrings caught at one haul." * * 

" KraxTOx, April Itlh, 18.19. 

"Up to last Sabbath I felt no improvement in my 
health, but I am now radically better. I have been con- 
stantly riding out with Dr. Skinner to see his friends. 
They give him everywhere a most hearty welcome. Life 
here is different from anything which I have seen before. 

"Last Sabbath I heard Dr. Skinner in the morning, 

and beard the Methodist minister preach to slaves in the 

afternoon. The church wa« given up to them. About 

fifty received the communion of the Lord's Supper. They 

' seemed happy, and wore orderly. 

" There are largo fishing-places five miles fironi us, on 
A Ibemarle Sound. I have seen three draughts of from, 
four to ten thousand each,— shad, herring, catfish, rovkfish, 
sturgeon. Wo have had every variety of fish, dressed in • 
fine style." • • ♦ • ♦ ♦ . • 
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In the evening Dr. Skinner and Mr. Braincrd attended, 
a prsy#-nieeting witli the tdaven. One old colored man 
thanked tlic Lord that they had been spared "to 8ee 
young Manna Tom come homo once more I" Dr. Skinner 
carried out thia impresHion, by running' over the place with 
a, boy'H enthusiaKni, to rhow Mr. Krainerd where he 
" snared ralibits," and carried on various achievements of 
juvenile adventure. 

When tlioy rcturnnl to tlw North, two pretty little 
while slave gicls, with blue eyvn and brown hair, were 
placed under their charge to Im> sent to school in New 
England ; thin being the only mode by which, thirty years 
■go, their emancipation and education could be secured. 
So far as good lookK, iH'Coming dress and deportmj^nt were 
concerned, these children might have passed fur their own 
through the whole homeward route 

At the March communion of 1840, Mr. nrnincN received 
eighty-four new mcraliers to the church — seventy-eight of 
them on profession. During the three years and one month 
of his ministry here, three hundred and nineteen persons 
wj're added to the church. One hundred and thnto were 
received in the year lS3S. The eliureh-moetings were 
uniformly crowded, so that fhe aisles and pul|)it steps were 
occupied in all seasons of fair weather. 

CJinton Street Church about this time was advertised 
for sale at public auction, and was in danger of passing 
from the denomination. Rev. Aiiaon Rofld and Mr. Brai- 
nerd bid it in fur tliirty thousand dollars, without having 
K single dollar wherewith to meet the purchase. They 
made great efforts to collect this large sum of money in 
the ten days of grace allowed them, and succeeded. It 
might almost be said that Mr. Brainerd worked day and 
night for this object ; for he spoke out in his sleep very 
distinctly one night, saying, "Thy mont'if perUh with 
Ihee /" Alter, being roused to a consciousness of this a|Hia- 
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folic abjuration, and enjoying a laugh over it, be eaid he 
was drpaming that a rich man n'fuHcd to give him a dona> 
lion fur Clinton Street Church, after he had exhausted every 
argument in his appeal for it. 

Vrov Dr. Lfsaa iMekar. 

"Um Bemmaiit, 1Is7 23d, 1840. 

"Mr DEAR Urothbr: 

" I expect to be with you about the 88th of June, to at- 
tend to matters far and wide, at the East, ossentiul to the 
prosperity of Lane Scniinury and the constitutional church. 

" Our cause, I see, is rising in Pennsylvania, and every- 
where at the East. It would rit^o still faster and more^ 
powerfully here if we had (as we once had) a supply of 
ministers, and if we could have a fair portion of Eastern 
patronage in students. But what Hrcckenridge said he 
wished to do, he seems to have done, by the quarrel in our 
church, vii., to tie up the jugular vein between Mew Eng- 
land and the West. The benevolent, brotherly, paternal, 
and missionary feeling of ministers and churches has al- 
most expired, and the work of charity and prayer of fifty 
years is left to take care of itself. • » • • 

" Now, if iu the Presbyterian Church and in New Eng- 
land the ministers and churches help us, our cause will 
go beyond measure; but if the missionary feeling fur (he 
West cool down, other denominations — Campbellites, and 
all sorts of ' Hen' will occupy the ground. You know thut 
the New School have been God's pioneers in laying foun- 
dations and building up the permanent Christian institu- 
tions of the West. And you know how immeasurably 
important it ia that we hold our own, and move on in this 
work to its consummation. If Lane Seminary receives, 
tite coming year and hereafter, a cordial patronage in stu- 
dents, the great course of events will soon roll on rapidly 
and with Irresistible power; but if a temporary derelic- 
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tion tietide oi, a rercrM 8uch at you dream not of — and 
> for which no place for repentance will Iw found — in at llie 
door. I am coming on to tell you more than I can writf, 
and more than my heart can hold. Wo have gained the 
battle completely at the West, prospectively, if we are 
sustained ; and have lost it, too, if we are not And all 
now needed to secure the labors of half a century, is but 
the dust of the balance to what has been done. Shall it 
be lost, — the building, — for want'of its finishing ? the ship, 
— in sight of harbor, — for a momentary effort of greiit ease 
and certain success ? 

" Lape Seminary is the Gibraltar of the West. It can, 
with Eastern and Western patronage united, pour out a 
powerful supply, augmenting every year, till other institu* 
tions are needed and arise ; and a small general effort will 
give us free course forever. 

"The additional subject I alluded to is my own sup- 
port. By economy, and the liberality of my own people, 
I have g^t along to this time. Now, if I can secure six 
hundred dollars for one or two years, if needful, i can get 
along, and if I cannot gather some such teni|K)rary aid, I 
see not how I can stagger under double labor aud poverty 
beside ; and if I should stop, as there is now no income to 
my professorship, I know not who could go through the 
course of labor through which God has been pleased to 
sustain me, or how my place could bo supplied. 

" God has been favorable to us in the Second Church 
the past winter ; and the last two months has brought in 
almost tb«) whole circle of my most important young famU 
lies. This makes three revivals which I have superin- 
tended the three last successive years, — during which 
years I have lectured six times a week, and preached five 
times, and often six, besides parochial visits.* If my mind 

• Dr. BMchw WM at thii tim* itity-tT* yut of sg*. 
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if) free from secular embarrasiiinpnt, I may loxt 8nme jeara 
lunger ; but I know how much I van bvar, ami when, if 
the cord bo preM«d farther, it will break. 

"80 you see I am coming to you, my hod and friend, 
who have so often and nobly ntood by me and the canao, 
to appeal once moire to your heart and bead, and probalily 
for the last time it will ever Im) needful. 

" Please reply to this, and by all means let me know 
that you will be glad to see mo; and that you think you 
can gather up crumbiC enough from all your tabled to feed 
mo for a st^ason while I work for tho Lord and bis 
church. » 

"Aflbctionately yours, 

" Lyman Beeciikk." 

Dr. I^ecber's visits to Philadelphia, when he always 
made his home with Mr. Hrainerd, were seowonH of great 
social enjoyment and intellectual holulayn. The love and 
reverence with which he was regardeiL. made lalmr and/ 
sacriflces in bis beb)ilf not only lignt.V but a positive 
pleasure. In reply to one of Dr. Beei-herVtletters, alHHit 
this time, Mr. Brainerd My*: "In /all my(lac(|uaintaivre 
with men, I have known but ono^M whom I could be 
subordinate with pride, and with and for whom I could 
cheerfully suffer persecution. Doctor, yon hnve hod many 
bitter assailants ;< it will do you no harm to receive these 
assurances of love and veneration from one who /knows 
your private character as well as your public services." 

iTMa >«T. Lyvaa iMskMr. ' 

••CuasiiATi^ V«b. 1«41. 
" DBAS BftAIMIkD : 

" My return by Philadelphia was prevented by {taternal 
obligation to visit my children on the Northern route; and 
this long silence has been caused, you know how, by six 
lectures a week and four sermons, care of the seminary and 
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of the church, wcddinfT'*, funcralit, PreHlijterieA, Sjnodn, 
which have left nic scarwiy time to eat, and ouDe at all Id 
the daytime to »lc('p. 

"Our concerns at the Weat are, I think, convalescent; 
' bone Is coming to itii l)one,' and the conittitutional body 
is approximatinf to conipactneHfi, animation, and vif^r. 
The incubns ia off at length from K«ntucky ; and aa soon 
aa she can command a supply ofeffleient ministers, she 
will make a noble development of vigor and xeal, and be- 
come one of the best of tlie Western States, especially 
when the inrubas of slavery is thrown off, which is an 
event rapidly approaching. 

"The seminary is more and more appreciated as a heart 
of power to our church, and securing the conBilencc and 
patronage of ministers and churches, and of the young 
men, whether Old S<-liool or New, and without respect to 
antislavery alBnilies or repellencie><. « « « 

" Nothing possible to be done by me to keep the channel 
open and the flood rolling in and the stream rolling out to 
make glad the West shall Im; omitted. Having first given 
my own self and all my Eastern associations, money i« 
nothing. But the diversion of my funds has brought nra 
to the place where, without some help from my friends, I 
shall be sorely pressed, for my necessities just now are no 
Action. 

" We hare now twenty students for whom we have not 
been able to make out half the annual appropriation. Th«t 
young men stand poverty and short living and short cloth- 
ing nobly, rather than to break away fromtheir studies ; and 
iK'tMiiBJttion of a thohtugh course, and a determination 
if possible to secSrir it, we Vjo'<^ to see increasing. 

"And now, dear,bJ|othcr, jyou have all my heart in your 
handa, with such a nillness of affection and confidence and 
comfort as is affurded by few, since so many much-loved 
ones have gone to beareii, and s>me that remain have dia- 
ls* 
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appointed knil kbuHeil nir conRdrnce. Dut I am neither 
miiantliropic, nor nielsni-holy, nor weary in the work of 
the Lord, but thanltrul that lie continurn ah yet my powera. 
of mind and l>odr, and am determined to consecrate to hfa 
aerrice the whole of what remains of heart and aoul and 
time and atrength. One thing I do feel most deeply — the 
absence of counnelH and co-o|>eration of pergonal friehda. 
But we cannot all bo together in ihiM world, and it it* iM'tter 
to fi>erve Christ than to enjoy one another. I keep watch 
of your movements, and rejoice in your pro8|>erity. 

" Lyman Ubbchbb." 

yroai tk« Mm*. 

" WikLKOT Itiiis, M*7 t(b, IMI. 
"I aympathizc with you in anxiety about the coming 
Asaembly. Though I am opposed to ultra measurea, I 
fear the course gome pro|>ojK>, to ' leave slavery to |Miliiics 
and Ood'tf providence, without marring every meeting of 
Asaembly,' would lead to the most ultra measures' posiii-, 
ble ; I mean the disruption of a large portion of our West- 
ern Church, with a satl rending of many churches in both 
divisions. If the memorials and petitions that will como 
before you are met with coldness or cvasion,-^if the lead- 
ing brethren in New York and (Philadelphia, instead of 
.conservative, mediatorial' influence betwwn the twfo ex- 
tremes, rather amalgamate with the Southern policy of 
'letting alone,' there is, in my belief, an avalanche tolteP' 
ing on the brink, such as you are not awaits of, which will 
thunder down. There are multitudes of our best ministers 
and churches that will abide as long as there is any hope 
that the Asaembly will do something, and who, if nothing 
is done, will, I believe, abandon our church. I tliink they 
will err in judgment, but that they will do so I cannot 
doubt, if they are met by an augmented da nothing party 
in alliance with the South. 
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" I think it were better if thoy would allow • tbo EartlT 
to help the woman,' Itj allowin)^ the wrath of men iu 
politics to wurk out the Hj^hleousnesa of Qod, anil much 
niore, to await the antislavery movement at the South, 
which with g^reat power it* moving and connot be atSpped. 

" I do think that di>«cuRi<iun enough on the moral and re- 
ligious merit of slavery ha»« Ikh-u had, and resolutions 
enough repeated ; Imt I do think that in the form ofapatt- 
ioral letter an argument for temporary forbearance on both 
sides might be written, which would have a soothing, 
Christian influence, much better than any positible resolu- 
tions or action. In fact, there is now no dificulty, if the 
parties willouly stand still and see the salvation of Ood, 
which is coming to our aid rapidly and powerfully. It 
will be suicidal to throw ourselves into confusion and 
(^truction just when Hod is rushing to our aid. 

" I have written merely to satisfy my own conscience and 
1)6 able to say I have done what I could. 

" Youirs affectionately; 

" Ltman Bbvchbr." 

' These letters contain so much history of the strugglcB 
of those years of travail that they ought not to be sup- 
pressed. 

In the spring of 1843 Mr. Braincrd visited Cincinnati. 
In writing home, under date of April 13th, 1842, be says : 

"I reached this place yesterday. I met a warm recep- 
' tion at Judge Burnet's, and, as yet, have been nowhere 
else, exceit, to visit my old house. This morning I shall 
go up to ««;''. Dr. Bcecher." ♦ ♦ * * ♦ 

" April I6th. Wednesday, I spent the morning ip call- 
ing upon some old friends, who all seemed glad to see me. 
In the afternoon I rode out to Fulton, where I was first 
sjttled. Here I raised a great excitement. The old ladies 
»ll cried over me, and my friends seemed to be as warm in 
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their lovp m pri>r. Indood, I think i|h« old church o( Ful- 
ton pmljmces the m<K»t attached rt|4>hda I ever yet made. 
More than a dozen inquired if I wki not ready to com* 
back. Thej told me of old times w^ other days, until 
year* seemed to Im; aInioHt annihilatec 

" LaRt evening they all colUtcted in the old church, when 
I talked to them for an honr. I have n la^ood hort«e at my 
difipoMi, and i ride about to all my old baunta. My mind, 
hitherto, baa }>e«a kept i-beerful, thoughVaonie sadncM* ia 
mingled with the thoughts of other days. I nee great 
changes, phyMical and moral ; and 1 Qnd that I myself am 
greatly changed. • • * * . * * . * 

" Mrs. Burnet is still to me all that site waa in daya 
gone by." 

After his rt;turn home, Mr. Drainerd received another 
invitation to take charge of a new. church enterprise in St. 
Louis, backed by an urgent letter fnim Dr. Arteniua Bui- 
lard, from which the following extract is made : 

••Br. LoDU, Ma; 121b, ISIS. 

" Dkae BsoTiin BR.41NWD : I 

" The Third Church, recently formed in this city, ia 
composed of a Ui'ge share of my best and most active 
members. They wish to obtain one of the best niinistert 
in the land for their pastor. They should have such a 
pastor. In no place in tlio land could such a man do more 
good. They will proceed at once to build a large house, 
and will be one of the largest churches in this city. 

" Our city has more than doubled its inhabitants during 
the four years I have been here. I Would rejoice to have 
you a co-laborer ia this city. # 

" Will you write me immediately, letting me know 
whether you could be induced, on any conditions, to come 
and be the pastor of this church f 

" Tb«y are in great baate ; and if you cannot, under any 
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rjrcumstanc*'*, crtmc roursrlf, run you ii«mp a gtnn\ man 
who would prolialily i-oniv 1 I cannot U-ll you liow im|ior- 
Uuit it is that they nliuuld tinvi- a flrsl-rate pastor soon. 
" Yonr affectionate brother, 

"A. BVLLAKD." 

Mr. Braincrd had licen settled only Ave yearn in Phlla> 
dpl|>bia, and lie wan not a mnn to make ea^y chanfp-H. He 
aaid lie could not kopp liia h<'art on a nwivfl, to lie turned 
by every influence. So tbiti pro|>OBitiua was again de- 
clined. 

Tlie next June Mr. Braincrd went as a delefrate to tha 
General Confereucc of Maine, whieh met at Portland. Ho 
attended the tieneral Association of MaKsachuw^tts at 
IVeKtboru', near Boston, the we(>k following, stopping two' 
days at Wilton, N. H., where be asMixted to build up a 
little ehurt-h in his studcn^ days, and then made a Hh<irt 
▼isit to Andovcr, and addresst-d the Habbatb-schuol of 
which he was formerly the su|ierintendent 

In connection with the businexs of the Ueneral Confer- 
ence of Maine the usual spring anniversaries of the reli- 
gious societies were held. At one of these, the Maine 
Missionary Society, Mr. Brainerd made a s|ieecb. He 
always bad a horror of hiyh pulpits. SulTi-rlng as lie did 
from vertigo while speaking, a high pulpit invariably 
aggravated this uncomfortable symptom. Observing that 
the pulpit in the church where the anniversaries were held 
was an old-fasbioncd one of more than ordinary elevation, 
Mr. Brainerd declined going into the pulpit, and made bis 
address on tl)e platform in front of it. In the newspaper 
report of the anniversaries, it was said, "The Rev. Mr. 
Brainerd of Philadelphia, with a moilealy truly prepoimrtit- 
ing, declined to enter the pulpit, making bis 8|)eecli on tbe 
platform below it " 

This report, copied into (bo New York Evangcliiit and 
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thp CHiKcrver, tvacbi-d I'liiladplpliia heforo lio did. On re- 
' joiiiiiiff bis brethren of tbu FaHtornl A8>K>ciation, h«^ wm' 
ablifp>d to run the fpiuntlet of raillery fo" many we«'kH, 
on the newU'-flisoovcred iffound of hiM " modfuti/," with 
proponed thankH to the citixenfl' of Maine for rerealing 
virtues undeveloped hitherto in Philadelphia. 

The whole of this year wa« marked by increased ner- 
vous debility and consequent deprusHion of spirits, which 
his spring and summer journeys failed to remove. The 
neit winter he made an arrangt'inent with the Rev. G. 8. 
Boardman, of Northern New York, who winhed to secure 
■ milder climate for hit* wife, to assist him in the church 
■crvices. By thus liffbtening his labors, he was enabled 
to carry oo the great responsibilities connected with hit 
charge. lie was now thirty-eight years old, and for eleven 
years had worked under high-pressure, without interniis- 
sion. Many young preachers break down at this stage 
of labor, and are tempted to seek new Relds of occupation, 
where the studies of the past may be made available for 
the future. Men of the world, who regard the work of 
the ministry as a life of ease and indulgence, should know 
that the average professional life of a clergyman, at th« 
present time, is but Bfteen years. The unceasing tax»> 
tion of the brain and nerves wears out life faster than any 
physical labor. 

After much anxious deliberation, Mr. Bntlnerd decided 
upon trying the experiment of wurk in the o|)eu air to ro- 
Bloro the vigor of his system. lie rented a place on 
Green Hill, near Girard College, for two hundred dollars 
s year, to which ho removed in May, 1843. It was • 
beautiful pla<^, containing a fine house built by a wealthy 
roercbant fo^ bis own residence, a few years before, with 
half an acre of ground Uid out in garden and lawn, and 
thirteen large elm-trees running diagonally through the lot 
It seemed a paradise to Mr. Braiuerd's three little children, 
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POiAncipated (Void the strip of brick parement which con- 
Btituted their play-frrnumi in Pine Street. For » bouM of 
far lenii nixo and coorenicnce, in the f<oiilh part of thecitj, 
he bad paid a rent of fire hundred dollars, and the finan- 
cial ffain was a positive one. 

The new residence was aliout two miles from the church. 
There were neither lights nor pavement Itejond Ninth and 
Vine Streets ; l>ut' the long rides home in dark nights, 
through mud and storm, were compensated by improved' 
health. Mr. Brainerd found horseback riding the best 
remedy for his dyspeptic and nervous complaints ; and 
both in Cincinnati and Philadelphia, a horse was regarded 
as a necessary roemlior of his family. Accustomed t^ 
horses from his youth, and delighting in his Irayhood to 
catch colts and sulidue them to his horsemanship, he could 
hardly believe that life was possible without the aid of 
this faithful assistant 

Mr. Brainerd attended all the Sabbath services of his 
church at this time as well as the Wcilnesday and Friday 
evening meetings ; and the greater part of each day wai 
devoted to pastoral calls, visiting the sick, and attending 
funerals. An average of six persons were on the sick list 
in bis large congregation at all times, demanding mom or 
less attention. The very sick, appointed to death, he 
visited daily ; others, two and three tiroes a week. 

He would work In bis garden in the early morning, both 
before and after breakfast, and about ten o'clock a.m. go 
down to the city. He had a study in the basement of the 
church, where messages were brought to him with the 
same convenience as though he lived in the vicinity. He 
nsually retnmed home between five and six o'clock p m., 
often taking hi" dinner with Some family of his congrega- 
tion. His health improved under this process of working 
and riding, and the tranquiliiing influences of fresh air, 
good society, and pleasant scenery made tbia temporary 
residence a source of great satisfaction. 
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Impro?«meDt8 were fast progrosnin)? in this arction of 
the city. Sirp«t lamps and pavenu'ntA were soon siipplicil, 
and the population eitended up Broad Street beyond 
Girard Avenue. Mr. Brainerd felt the importance of the 
church krepinft paeo with the growth of ihe city, west 
Mid north; and as there was no rresbytcriao church 
witiiin a mile, he reitolved to eslkblish one in this neigh- 
borhood. 

By coramunicAling his purpose to several of the property- 
holders near hiro, be obtained the donation of a line lot on 
Girard Avenue, for the church, from Charles Macalester, 
Esq., valued then at $3e00 (now worth $I5,U00), and con- 
trilmtions from other gentlemen in the neighborhood, 
amounting to $50U0 nion>, before he made any application 
to bis friends, or the churches in the city. With so favor- 
able a beginning the young church was soon placed be- 
yond the chance of failure, and in two months he bad secured 
the means of building the tasteful Gothic stone ediKce on 
Girard Avenue, known as' the "Green Hill Church." 

The following item* are copied from the Records of the 
Gr«en Uill Church : 

"In the spring of 1813 Rev. Dr. Brainerd, Pastor of 
Pine Street Church, was induced, for the sake of bis 
health, to move into a house on the northwest corner of 
Poplar and Sixteenth Streets. Dr. Brainerd saw the 
necessity of forming a Presbyti'riau church in that part of 
the city ; and the Sabbath-school eotablished in the ' Old 
Frame' serving as the basis of op«>ration, he applied him- 
self to the work of organizing and builtling up such ft 
church. A meeting was held December 27th, 1846, to 
constitute a new church, under the title of the Green Hill 
Presbyterian Church, Dr. Brainerd presiding. Dr. Brai- 
nerd saw the prolwbility of the neighborhood soon becom- 
ing a populous part uf the city, and, though the task was 
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bj no means an cMj one, applied all his energies to the 
work of Imilding a church edifice. Through his represen- 
tations, Charles Macaleatcr, Esq., oflTercd to donate to the 
church a valuable lot of ground, on what is now Oirard ' 
Avenue, for this purpose, provided a building worth at 
least $6000 should be erected upon it. Upon Dr. Braincrd 
cbieflr rested thfe labor of raising this money. The society, 
though now organized into a church, was feeble and with- 
out means, so that be was obliged to depend almost en- 
tirely upon friends in other parts of the city. After braving 
repeated discouragements, when the enterprise seemed 
almost bopeleia, the energies of Dr. Brainerd increased. 
He invited a number of the city pai^tors to his house 
to tea ; gathering them together under the old elms that 
grew by his dwelling, he pointed out the advantages of 
such an edifice, and urged their instant and active co- 
operation. Catching bis spirit, they there agreed to appeal 
to tbeir people in behalf of the church and endeavor to 
raise the $8000 necessary to secure the ground. ' The 
enterprise was successful, and a beautiful and commodious 
building, costing over $10,000, was commenced Nov. 15tb, 
1847, and completed the following year: $1500 were con- 
tributed by Dr. Brainerd's own congregation, in Pine 
Street Church. 

" After the walls were raised, and while the lumber was 
all prepared npon the ground for tb^ interior work. Dr. 
Brainerd, who lived one square ftova the place, was awak- 
ened at midnight by a glare of light Sprinj^iDg to his 
feet, he saw that it came from the church lot. In an in- 
Btant he thought all was over. The church which had 
been the object of bis desire, hope, and prayer for years, 
he thought was ab^ot to be destroyed. Raising bis win- 
dow, he gave the alarm. In a few moments the entire 
neighborhood was on the spot, and the flames, which had 
not extended beyond some loose lumber, were soon cxtin- 
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The ToundatioiiH of 



guighed. Had thorc Ipccn a little delar, the whole would 

Girard Collegn were laid in 183(1, 
and Hevrn Tears of ialxir had been expended upon tlie noble 
■tructurc, which was now about two thirds completed. 
The daily walk to the building, talking to the architect and 
the workmen, observing " what manner of stones" were 
wrought into this Temple without a Shekinab, made the 
college a souri-c of perp^^iial interest to Mr. Drainerd. lie 
mused over its origin, its history, its progress, and its 
destiny. Familiar with the clause in Oirard's will which . 
excluded forever from the college walls clergymen of every 
denomination, ho wns led to bestow some thought upon 
the principles on which the will was founded. During the 
period of its erection, when he eould gain admittance, h'a 
visitors were taken there, as to one of the great exhibi- 
-tfons of the neighborhood. He visited ihe college on« 
afternoon with a young clergyman about to leave his coun- 
try as a foreign missionary, and while they stood together 
ou the marble-slabbed roof of the noble building, the young 
man, turning to Mr. Brainerd, said : " Stephen Girard put 
Aim life into marble ; I will put mine into the hearts and 
lives of my fellow-men " 

Mr. Brainerd had gi^ined the confidence of the hundred 
mechanics employed oO the college; and just before its com- 
pletion arrangements were made to invite him to make an 
address to them on temperance, or any other subject he 
might choose, at the noon hour of recess They said they 
could eat their dinner in fifteen minutes, and leave forty-, 
five minutes for his address. 

• " Whan Dr. Brainerd nw the light, b* threw ap hli window and ertad 
lr« iO InatlljL tbiU be awakened the people all the way down to Broad - 
8lrcat. Hr. Arriron, who lived op]>o»ite Iba doctor') honw. faeeliontly ^ 
remarked that if ever kit property took fire he hoped to have Dr. Brainard 
near to wnnd the alarm." 
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i Mr. Brainerd felt that it would l)c a parent triumph for 
an accredited clergyninn to deliver the first moral lecture 
within the walla of Girard College ; while a hundred intel- 
ligent incehaDics constituted an audience before which he 
was proud to speak. But the favorite scheme •wna not 
carried out ; being deferred to the closing week of their 
labor, wh^nuthe building would bo in tlie highest state of 
completianr|||rweeting of Presbytery or Synod- called Mr. 
Braincrd|(ninonie; ai)d when he returned, the college was 
delivered ovifto its appointed controllers, the City Coun- 
cils, who were bound to carry out, to the letter, the terni» 
of Girard's will. , ■ 

Mr. Brainerd was never disposed to enter the building 
again, after being formally excluded ; but as he considered 
the claims of the will to the support of a Christian commu- 
nity, he was not satisfied with the disfranchisement of a 
class of citizens entitled to, and receiving, the most un- 
doubted publfc conUdcnce. He published u short article in 
the North American and U. S. Gazelle, giving his views 
on this subject ; and afterward learned that both Rufus 
Choate and Daniel Webster had said, on a careful examina- 
tion of the case, that the question could be fairly contested 
on this ground. The Christian laymen who compose th« 
Faculty of Girard College have done everything possible 
to secure to the institution the infliience of Christian prin- 
ciples, by teaching their pupils to honor religion, so far as 
this can be done, while the appointed teachers of Chris- 
tianity are thus publicly dinhonored. 

ZzalniioB of OUrgymea from Oirard CoUogo. 

" A doubt has arisen in many minds as to the propriety 
of discriminating among citizens in carrying out the will of 
Oirard. While all have the highest esteem fur the intelli- 
gent, gentlemanly, and benevolent directors, and an entire 
approbation of the manner in which they are administering 
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the conMrns of the institution, many still doubt their right 
to catechise visitors as to their occupation, and bar out 
men of a lawful profession. No doubt Stephen Qirard had 
a right to do what he would with his own, but it ia ques- 
tioned whether the City Council have a right to admin- 
ister a trust in a mode which places a bar on a certain leg^l 
occupation. In any instrument a condition against mo- 
rality or against the public weal is void or voidable. It ia 
against the public weal, according to many decisions, to 
rclider odious a lawful business — to make men suflvr 
penalty for following a profession protected by laws. 
Lord Byron gave a legacy to his daughter on condition 
.that she should not marry an Englinhman. It was void. 
Suppose the condition had been that she should not marry 
a IdVyer or physician, the same effect #ould follow. 

" The City Council represent the entire body of their 
constituents. If they so mismanage the Qirard Estate aa 
to throw the support of the college on taxation, the prop- 
erty of clergymen is made liable to aid in footing the bill. 

" Has the Council a right, while representing the votes 
and the property of all classes, to exclude shoemakers and 
blacksmiths from Fairmount and Independence Square f 
Because no one has a legal right to go up the steeple of the 
State Ilouse without a ticket from the authorities, have the 
fathers of thacity a right capriciously to admit lawyers and 
exclude merchants ? — to say that any man worth ten thou- 
BiMid dollars may ascend, but the poor must remain below f 

" If vi«iting as spectators is a privilege — a courtesy- 
still are not the city fathers bound to regulate this courtesy 
by some general principles which shall not disfranchise 
men for following a legal employment, or because they 
happen to be |>oor ? ' 

" If the city fathers have not this right in respect to 
Fairmount or IndependcnnLSquare, how do they acquire 
it in respect to the grounds orQirard College f From the 
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will of Oirard f But no tet7/ of any nmn ran frivo a rff^ht 
to do wrong— can authorise tlic rulers of a city, in a land of 
liberty, to discriminate Iwitwcen common citiicng — and to 
bar from common priviief^'s men by whose euifrajtpfl th<-y 
hold their antborliy I Tlie sum of tiic argument is thtit: 
the condition of the will of Girard which cxcludcM a lawful 
profe«rtion from privilcgcR common to nil others, iwoppoficd 
to the national equality recognized by law in this land, and 
therefore cannot lie curried legally into efft-ct by a City 
Council forbidden to degrade or disfrnncliiso any clasti of 
their conHtituents. I know the city fathers well enough to 
be asMured that they would rejoice to b<- releiiscd from the 
petty office of asking every man with a black cont and white 
cravat if he is not a preacher. " Uuhnkt." 

Those who remember Mr. Brainerd can recall some 
"story" concerning him, characteristic either of his prin- 
cipled or bis modes. His gn>at fondness for talking with 
plain, laboring men, and drawing out their unsophisticated 
views of life, from their , p«Ttunal ex|K>rience, furnished a 
perpetual source of aiiiusenient and interesit to him. He 
jiever cherished a particle of that weak and oflensive self- 
love which tempts a man to value himself above bis fellows. 
Hence plain and |>oor men came to him with freedom and 
trusted him with confidence. Tiiey were never made to 
feel uncomfortable in his presence. He belonged to the 
" Abou-Ben-Adhem" tribe ; and bad bo dictated his own 
eulogy, I think it would have been, — 

"Write aau on wliolom hi< fellow-m^n." 

When Mr. Brainerd was called to attend the funerals 
of obscure people, living in some court or alley, he was ac- 
customed to call on some of his wealthy members in the 
neighborhood, and .request them to attend this funeral. 
He would tell them it was doing a benevolent work at • 
\1* 
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rery Btnall sacrifice, to stop in for a half hour and cbeeir 
tboae biiDible dwellings witb their sympathy. These 
wealthy neighbors often thanked biro for the suggestion ; 
as they were ignorant of the sorrow so near their door 
until informed of it by their pastor. And in many caset 
the occasion -which appealed to tb«ir tenderest emotions 
resulted in material "aid and comfort" on one side, and 
lasting gratitude and friendship on the other. 

When one of the new streets on Green Hill was graded 
to the city level, an excavation of ten or twelve feet was 
made back of Mr. Brainerd's residence. He often looked 
out from bis back gate a few minutes after breaVfast or 
dinner to mark the progress of the work. After undermin- 
ing the bank, the men inserted crowbars at regular inter* 
vals above, and by working the lever simultaneously, hugs 
masses of many tons were th/own off at once. One time, 
when the men had tugged longer than usual at the great 
tenacious mass of earth, tbcy halted awhile to breathe and 
wipe the ifweat from their faces. As Mr. Brainerd stood 
in the range of the file of crowbars he fancied the earth 
was about yielding to the force applied above. In the 
^momentary suspension of work be took hold of one of the 
center crowbars and gave it a strong thrust into the earth, 
when, as much to his own surprise, as that of the workmen, 
tbe whole mass tumbled off with a mighty crash into the 
area below. "There," exclaimed one of the Irishmen, 
" aee u-hat holy hands will do!" 

At another time, stopping at a blacksmith's to have a 
■hoe of his horse fastened, be found the owner of tbe shop 
gone to his dinner, and another man in his place, idly blow- 
ing the bellows. "What!" said Mr. Brainerd to him, 
"blowing and not striking I" Just then the blacksmith 
came in. " Mr. K., I found a man here blowing and 
not striking," continued Mr. Brainerd. " What does that 
mean f" A twinkle of ftin shone in the eyes of the witty 
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blackiroith u he replied, "Don't your reverence do m 
little of that yourself somctimea ?" 

Mr. Brainerd relished a joke none the Icsfl for being him- 
self the subject of it. He seemed often to enjoy it the more 
for this very reason, lie liked the manliness and inde- 
pendence which could express an honest judgment in any 
presence on proper occasions. 

A fine little boy, about five years old, who lived oppo- 
site the church, frequently came over and looked timidly 
in at the study door. Mr. Brainerd often invited him in, 
and gave him leave to stay and look at his books, if he 
would not make much noise. In those days Mr. Brainerd 
^ used a large, old-fashioned sand-box — writing very rapidly 
and sanding the page before turning it over. The little 
boy quietly watched this operation for some time, and 
during a short suspension of the writing inquired earn- 
estly, " When will you put on the pepper again f " The 
questiou suggiested an " imjirovemenl" t« Mr. Brainerd ; 
for be said he thought a great many sermons needed more 
"pepper" — that they lacked both pungency and flavor. 

One cold winter day Mr. Brainerd was riding on horse- 
back, wearing a seal-skin cap, neck-muffler, and gloves — 
the two latter the gift of a flriend. Passing a group of 
boys thus muffled, one of them said to another, " That is 
Dr. Brainerd I" " He looks like a managerie," replied his 
companion; apparently supposing that so much fur en- 
titled the wearer to the reputation of a whqie caravan of 
wild beasts. 

A profligate man in the neighborhood was in the habit 
of visiting daily a handsome woman, whose husband hod 
gone to California, and her friends requested Mr. Brainerd 
to caution her against his visits. As she occasionally 
; ; called at his house, Mr. Brainerd spoke to her on the sub- 
ject with great kindness, but advised her to decline this 
nan's visits in fViture. A few days after, while sitting at 
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the tos-tab)e the donr-lM-ll waA runj;, and the girl who an- 
an'Ornd it was rrqiieiitpd to (\i«k Mr. Draincrd to Htop to the 
door. He o)M>yi-d the tiiininionH, and waH met by thin nciji^h- 
■bor with a volley of abuse. Every epithet waa bca[)ed 
upon him that an onra^d, intoxicated man could call 
up. Mr. Krainord li.stened with iterfect quietness until his 
visitor concluded by sayin;^, " ThaVt what I have to nay 
to j/oh!" " Is that all you have to say to me, Mr. H.?" 
replied Mr. Brninord. This set him ofT again, and he 
edged up toward Mr. Drainerd as though ho would strike 
him. " You don't suppose I am afraid of you ?" Mr. Ural- 
nerd aflded. " You thii)k Qod will protect you," replied 
the other, with a sneer. " Yes," said Mr. Drainerd, " but 
I ah all he. the iiiHtrunienl, in this vase!" 

Mr. II. turned intmediately and went down the stcpa, 
Btill muttering inipreeatiuus to himself. Every word of 
this interview was heard byv^riie family at the tea-table, and, 
they were greatly relieved when Mr. Brainerd returned, 
laughing, to finish his sup|H>r. As he related the story to 
M'veral friends afterward, it found its way into Harper^» 
Magazine, with some trilling emlwllishnicnts. Tho narra- 
tor added, " The visitor left hastily, not liking tho looks 
of the Lord's instrument." 
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CHAPTER X. 

FAMILT CnANOBS — VIBIT TO KUROPS — BHIPWBICK. 

IN the winter of 1844, Mr. Braincrd's fourth and last 
child wa8 born, making a family of two sons and tw(i 
daughters. His duties called him f\rom home the greater 
part of the day, but be treasured up for bis children many 
little occurrences of intcnpst, to relate on his return at even- 
ing. If be did not invite tbem to the recital, be was sure to 
hear the request, "Papa, tell us your 'life, and hwlorg^ 
to-day 1" This bad become a standing title for these re- 
hoarsals. 

Ho was a great governor in bis own family, but with 
very little severity. His children never entertained the 
thought of disobedience as possible. Accustomed from 
their earliest childhood to implicit, prompt obedience, he 
found no difficulty in keeping them to the track of whole- 
some restraint. He believed this to be tbe.way to ^ave 
children from severity aud suffering, as well as from the 
paths of error. He was averse to crowding young chil- 
dren, early, with study; but labored earnestly to give 
them a /as/e for study, and a desire for knowledge. When 
this was gained, he considered the end accomplished. 

He took his oldest son with him, whenever it was prac- 
ticable, on excursions of business, and carried him to ex- 
hibitions of art and of natural science, and throu;;h all 
the great mechanical institutions in which Philadelphia 
abounds. A familiarity with the productive, industrial 
operations of the country he considered a branch of educa- 

(187) 
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tion inferior in no rcspont, to any other ; tending directly 
to onliirgro tlio mind and elevate the character, l>y eiiltivo* 
ting a sympathy with the multiplied agencies employed id 
this wonderful department. He bought carpenter's tools 
fur his son, and let him have a room fur his workshop, ia 
wiiich his juvenile efforts were perfected and commended.- 

A ])lot of ground wa.<< marked uflT fur his hoy's vegetable 
garden; and the radishes, lettuce, and peas raised on it 
were bought by his parents, at the highest market price. 

A State Convention to promop; the better observance 
of the Sabbath was held at Uarrisburg, Pa., in May, 1844; 
and Mr. lirainerd was chairman of the committee to pre- 
pare an address on the sulm-ct. The address, which he 
read to the Convention at the morning session of. May 
81st, filled nine pages of the printed report, and occupied 
three-quarters of an hour in reading. He received a note 
of thanks from Julin A. lirown, Ksq., for his timely and 
telling appeal in U-half of the imperiled Sabbath. Mr. 
Brown says: 

" I take this opportunity of expressing the gratification 
your able and eloquent address afforded those who heard 
it, and the general satisfaction and pleasure with which it 
has l>cen perused since its publication, by many who love 
the Sabbnth. It is eminently calcQlated to do good and to 
excite an interest in this important subject. 
" 1 remain with much esteem, 
" Yours truly, 
» "John A. Brown." 

The church at Ulica, in 11*45, was again vacant. The- 
following letter was received from one of his old friends: 

" Utica, Febnur; 24th, I8». 

"Mr DIAR Friend Uu.unbrd: 

" You will no doubt l>e somewhat surprisetl by the mis- 
■ion uf Itcv. Mr. Sjicncer to you, with a call from the First 
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Church in this city. Mr. Spencrr will make you nrqnninted 
Willi all the procrcdinuB in the mnltrr, bo I will only soy 
they were characterized by ^reat liannony and froo<l fecl- 
iogr, and an earnest, etronff deBirc that you might accept. 

" As I am connected with this church, I need not say my 
own wishes are very strong that you may find it consistent 
to da 80. The field for usefulness here is very larfre. A 
leading man is wanted in this Presbytery, and the First 
Church of Utica should have such a man. 

" I am fully aware of your pleasant location in Philadel- 
phia, but there are other considerntions. Your labors 
would 1w much lightened here, and this in the end might 
add much to the aggregate of your us<<rulni>HS. 

'" The people here fool disposed to give a pastor a lilM>ral 
support, and I know you well enough to lie satisfied (hat 
this question will not present any olMtacle to your coming. ^ 
" Your sincere friend, 

'• C. P. Wbtmobe." 

Rev. T. Spencer visited Mr. nroinerd in March, and 
after urging the claims of the church by varied argunienis, 
left the call with him for consideration, refusing to accept 
an immediate decision. The slate of his hi-ullh led his 
friends to indulge strong ho|ies of succi'sri, from 'the mo- 
tives presented of the physical lienelit to Int derived from 
a local change at this time. Meanwhile a second letter 
from bis friend, Mr. Wetmore, was received, as follows: 

"DricA, MkroklTIb, IMS. 

" DiAR Brother BR.\tNERD : 

" I lose not a moment in replying to your letter, if per- 
chance I may say a word that may influence your decision 
in favor of coming here. It is not mere personal liiotive 
that governs me in earnestly wishing you might accept the 
call to this city. I feel (hat this church does need, in their 
present atato, sacb a pastor as I believe you would make 
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ibem. I b«Ii(;ve joa could fill thia place better than «nj 
other man. The union of membera, the prominent ppai- 
tion of the pastor of thia church in PrcHbjrtcrj and Rvnod, 
the influence to flow from if, makes it necessary to have 
a man of- the right stamp. 

" I have po doubt Mr. Spencer made aif this more plain 
to joi| than I can ; but «till, could it be impressed upon 
your mind fully the true state of things here, I feel it 
would influence your decision. Would not the prospect 
of permanent restoration of health and firmness of nerve, 
which I have no doubt you would obtain in l^s region, 
increase your future uMfulncss ami perhaps prolong your 
lifer 

" This is an intellectual church f they expect able preach- 
ing, and they intend to have it. Vmi cuirid fulfill all these 
expi'ctRtiuns nud yet avail yourself to a great extent of 
past labor, which would greatly relieve you. 

"There is a general disappointment at the discouraging 
prospect of your coming, and I fully believe ho unanimous 
a call could be bad for but few men in the Union. 

" At a meeting of our society last night your letter was 

road, and, in allusion to your statement that you were 

sometimes obliged to «i'< and preach, it was said : ' We 

are willing to staind with him, sit with him, fall with him.' 

" Hoping for the best, your sincere friend, 

"C.'P. WlTMOM." 

iTMi t0f. T. IpsaMT. , 

<'UTict, April Hit, l(4i. , 
" DkAE BkOTHM BtAIilEBD : 

" We have just received your letter declining the call 
from the church in this citjr. It has been (jommnnicsted 
to a few of the brethren, who have learned your .final do- 
tcrnitnation with deep regret. They bad hoped, from your 
protracted silence, that your miud jvas verging toward a' 
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contrafy roncluflion. While they Mtill think they wcr« 
right In urfcing yuor acceptance, and feci grieved at your 
conctuaion, tln-y are convinced that you have, honestly, and 
in the fear of God, examined the suhjoct and reached that 
coDclusion. 

"You expreHsei] your rendincsfl to render the society 
what aid you could toward aocuring a proper pastor. The 
particular object of my letter is, at the request of the 

■ brethren, to inquire whether you or Drother Barnes know 
of any one whom you would be willing to recommend, and 
who might be induced to accept an invitation. If a good 
name could l)o presented, it might save the congregation 

-from many difficulties. This is an important'churcb, and 

nothing must bo left undone to sustain it. 

'" Your sincere friend, 

" T. Spmceb." 

» 

Except to communicate this call to the members of his 

session, and give it, as it desurved.a thoughtful considcrit- 

tion, Mr. Brainerd never alluded to it; nor to the other 

calls which he refCivcd ; and probably not six people of his 

church' ever knew of the repeated elTorlH that were made 

to draw him away from bis charge in Philadelphia. 

In la(er years, he has said he would " never leave Pine 
Street Church until he was carried out fert first, unless 
they quarreled with him." A resolution most literally 
fulRllod. 

In D(>cember of this year the following official notice 
was received from Andover : 

" DMembcr Sd, lUi. 

" Riv. TooMAR Bmainebd. 
" Dbab Sib : 
"As secretary pro /em. in the place of Prof. B. B. Ed- 
wards, who has left for Florida, I would inform you of 
your appointment aa firtt preacher to the Association of 

18 
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the Alamni of the Theolngn'cal Seniinarv' at itx next anni- 
▼ersary ; ami William AtlaiiiH, I). I)., of New York, ttcmiid 
preacher. If anything Hhnuld ariHe to prevent you from 
fulQIIing this appointment, you <vill ploai«e to give season- 
able notice to Dr. Adonis, as your second, and to myself 
as Chairman of the Cumniittee of Arrnngemcnts. 
" Your brother in the gospel, 

"SaML. C. jAOKaONt" 

' Mr. Brainerd's habitual aversion to meet the ezcito- 
menta of these anniverxary occasions, le<] him in this case, 
as in many others, to decline fulfliling the appointment ; 
and he gladly transferred the responsibility to Dr. Adams. 

Nearly three years had passed since Mr. Itrainerd's re- 
moval to Oreen Hill. His health, improved, his church 
prospered and was in peace, each spring was marked by 
large accessions, and, so far as temporal and external pros- 
perity was concerned, he had nothing to ask. 

One of his Andover classmates visitetl him at this tinio, 
whose history had been a series of changes and trials. 
They wore enjoying the summer evening, sitting on a gar- 
den-lounge under the large elms, recounting the vicissi- 
tudei of the past fourteen years since they parted at Andover, 
when his friend said, abruptly, " What have you ever done 
that you should bo settled in such a luxurious city as this, 
and live in such a place?" 

" This is not a state of rewards and punishments," re. 
plied Mr. Brainerd ; " but if you will take my dysppsia 
and poor nerves, I will gladly give up the house to you." 

Uut "In the garden there wan a nepulcher," as there ia 
in most gardena. In a time of great prosperity a bolt fell 
from a clear sky, and almost without warning the oldest 
daughter, a srweet little girl of seven years, was taken 
away by scarlt-t fever, it was the first invasion of the 
little group by deMh, though not the lust. The season uf 
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fii-arlnt fever had tpparSTltly (isiised br, and Mr. Rrainerd's 
little dauju^liter vtM the only victim on Green Hill. The 
other three children excaped at this time. She died oa 
the nth of January, 184*1, and was buried at the church 
Ah Pino Street. 

Mr. Rrainerd ]ove<l his children intensely, and this 
little ffirl was a great comfort and treai<uro to him. 

As the spring advanced he began to listen favorably to 
the pro|V)Kition of attending the Evangelical Alliance, 
which was to meet iu London on the Hth of August, 1846. 
He was appointed by the Fourth Presbytery a comniis- 
aionor to the "Christian Alliance," in connection with 
Kev. Albert Barnes, Kcv. Joel Parker, D.t)., and Ilev. 
Anson Komi. A*^ none of these gentlemen would attend 
the Convention, more solicitation was employed to induce 
Mr. Hrainerd to aeutpt the appointment. / 

The Pennsylvania Slate Tein|>erance Society elected 
him at the same time a delegate to "The, World's Tern- 
peranee Convention," to meet in London on the 4th of 
August. 

The motives presented by his brethren in the ministry, 
the hope of more positive benelit to bis health, and the 
depression oecksioned by the death of his child, which 
coveted change for n^lief, induced him to accept these ap- . 
pointments, and make the necessary preparations for going 
to Europe. 

A paid passage-ticket out for eighty, dollars was pre- 
sented to him ; but excepting this he went wholly at his 
own charges. The qustom had not then become as gen- 
eral as now, of presenting a clergyman with two thousand 
dollars to defray the expense of a trip to Europe. As Mr. 
lirainerd's salary of two thousand dollars demanded close 
economy to meet bis wants at home, the exercise of this 
virtue was not suspended by a half year's travel in Europe. 
The church agreed to supply the pulpit during hia absence, 



»i^^J*&y;Xi;iii«;,C : .' ; '■-■itl.', / ^■i:"*V■•>. 



S04 I'lFE of' REV. THONAS BRAIXERP, tin. 

and ho Railed on the 25th of Mny, in thi< packrt-ship Wy- 
oming, accunipaniod by one of bis Eltlors, John C. Farr, 
Esq. 

He cncoantercd the usual variety of weather, of incident, 
and of interest, which al%vays marks a first voyage to a 
landsman. lie found his chief aniusproent here, as else- 
where, in talking with the sailors and the steerage pas- 
sengers. In a letter home, he says : " In the steiTage are 
about sixty adults and twenty children. Here is the suc- 
cessful emigrant going back for nged parents, — the happy 
young mother going over to exhibit her little ones to their 
grandparents in her native land, — the heart-broken, home- 
sick, disappointed emigrant going back from^ America to 
endure the yoke of his tusk-master in 'Uuld Ireland,' be- 
cause it is his native land. We have the dying consump- 
tives here, being borne buck to lay their bones with their 
kindred. What j^ys and sorrows are hidden under these 
plain garments. I have conversed with not a few, and 
find that all can understand and appreciate the language 
of kindness. 

"Our sailors, thirty-five in numbiT, are stout, active 
yoong men, proud of their noble ship, and regular at their 
■^sppointed task. Separated from their shore temptation!, 
and compelled as they are on the Wyoming to be temper- 
ate, they are a well-informed and rational class of men. 
They have traveled over the world, seen much and suf- 
fered much and thought much. Many of their observations 
are marked not alone by good sense, but by great shrewd- 
ness. 

" I have conversed with nearly all personally. They 
all treat me with great kindness, and give their assent to 
good counsel. One said, ' It is hard to teach an old dog 
like me new tricks.' Another said ' He often made good 
resolutiona, but as often broke them.' 

" Death has found its way to our little company. A 
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child, fourteen years old, died when wc wcro in mid- 
ocesn. 

"I have conducted rrlifpoiis services each Sabbath. 
The attendance was good, and all were sober and reflec- 
tive. Our prayers, coun«els, and Hongs on the broad wa, 
mingled with' the voice of many wafers, have, wo iiope, 
bcvn accepted by Qod. Our niusic-leatlcr was a deck 
passenger returning to Euroiie. 'Where,' said I, 'have 
you attended clinrch V ' Mostly in yours,' he replied, ' in 
Pine Street.' Five from I'inc Street congregration have 
thus met on this vessel." 

After several days of calm, the wind rose, and one night 
Mr. Itraincrd thought it blew very hard. In the morn- 
ing he said to an old sailor, " When did the blow com- 
mence?" "There hain't been no blow," replied ho, "only 
a smart brccie !" 

They reached Liverpool on Monday, Juno 22d, just four 
weeks from the day tlicy left IMiiladelphia. Mr. liralnerd 
Wrote a'long letter on shipboard to his own children and 
his Sabbatii-scbool children ; telling them all the events 
that were likely to interest them. In Liverpool, he saw a 
Sunday-school procession, which he tells them looked very 
well, adding, "But Mr. Farr and I agreed that we knew 
some children, three thousand miles off, who looked brighter 
and liettcr than these." 

The Evangelical Alliance would not meet until the Uth 
of August. ThefTemperance Convention was to meet on 
the 4th. This allowed Mr. Itraincrd but six we«fks to 
make hia rapid survey of all that he could see in iturope. 
He designed to return home early in the fall as soon as 
these Conventions ailjourned. He made the most of his 
time and means. In three weeks he had mfde % lying 
visit to Dublin, Belfast, Qlosgow, Ayr, Stirling, Falkirk 
and Edinburgh, remaining from two to three days in each 
place. He was never so tired at night, after a day's travel, 






tM £"'Ji^ Of ftSV. TEOMAS BRAtSSBD, D.ji. 

but ho wiiulil walk out, to ^in tlin firi*t inipreKsionfl of the 
plHce ; anil in tho ntnallcr towim, make a ttuitcrficial Hurvry 
of the city or villajpe. 

; LIkn all enterprising AniorieanH, Mr. Drainprd pn> 
ferri'd riding in the tiecond clasft cars for two reasons : the 
economy of so diting, and the advantages of information 
gained from intclpgcnt pnsHcngers, who all patronixv this 
clans of cars. He Todn often on the top of the stage|i, 
where his opportunities forw'eing the eountry were better,- 
and where he found fcllow-pasttengers able and willing to 
point out the places of interest on the route. 

He indulg(>d his Yankee habits of talking with every- 
bofly, the same as at home, and gaineif much information 
as yell as amusement thereby. On one occasion, when in 
the neighborhood of a church built by Oliver Cromwell, he 
asked a fellow-traveler, an Knglixhinan, if he could tell 
where " Cromwell's Church " U'as " t'romweU'n Ch urch t" 
repi>ate<l the man t6 himself, in an inquiring tone, then 
raising his voice he called to a passer-by, "Here, boy, can 
yon tell us where Mr. Cromwell preacln-s alwut here?" 
' Mr. Brainerd said of Scotland, " I like the Scotch » 
great deal better than ever before, and you know how en- 
thusiastic I am concerning Sir Walter Scott. I have gone 
this whole round in the greatest excitement anti pleasure. 
In Ulasgow, Stirling, and Edinburgh I have met the most 
abundant hospitality. I could not accept half the invita- 
tions I received to dinner and tea. 

" I saw Dr. Chalmers twice, and took breakfast with 
him. He is some like Dr. Beecher^ I shof^nl him David 
Brainerd'a manuscript journal, with which he was greatly 
delighted. He seemed much pleased when I told him that 
I bad named my eldest son after him. ' Have yef said he. 
' I will write him a letter !' He went immediately to his 
desk, wrote, and carefully scaled it for our Toni;' direct- 
ing it in full to 'Master Thomas Chalmers Brainerd.' 
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Aftpr be had writtrn the letter, \w Naid, 'IIow old is 
your boy T' 'Nine,' I roplie*!. 'Can be. n-ad?' Raid the 
doctor. ' Oh, yen,' Raid I, ' he is quite a fettoA Hcholar.' 
'Then he will be ofl'ende<i at one centehce in my letter,' 
Raid he ; ' I Ruppowd he wan younger' The letter con- 
tained a eulogy of the Bible, which Dr. Chalmera aaid be 
' hoped he would learn to rend and to love.' 

" It was a beautiful thought in the old doctor to give 
Tom thiH document." 

Dr. ChalmerR died the following winter, and it was a 
great Ratiufaetion to Mr. Hrainenl that he was allowed to 
see flo much of him. 

Mr. Brainerd had rcRcrved w>venil days for Teviotdale, 
the claseic ground ma«le ro memorable by Sir Walter 
Scott. We give his own narrative. 

" Having RniRbed my explorationR in Edinburgh. I took 
the coach for KcIro. Ar URual I paid aixpenc-e extra for a 
seat on tbo coachman's box. PromiRC the driver a six- 
(ience and lie will tell all and 8ingular of her Majesty's 
subjects that a 'gfmman'' has engagiul the box, and 
deems it an honor to tell \ ' gemman ' all that ever occurred 
on the route, and some more. 

" After the inside of the coach was well filled, a gentle- 
man and his family came to find accommodations. His 
family consisted of his wife, four children, and three ser- 
vants. They were returning to their home from their ac- 
customed summer trip to tbo sea-Rhore. 

" Fortunately for roe the gentleman and lady occupied 
the seat on the top of the coach just back of my own. The 
gentleman at once entered into conversation. My deep 
interest in the places and Rcenery around marked me as a 
stranger, and my inquiries or intonations revealed my 
Americanism. My Scotch friend was as intelligent aa 
courteous, and while he answered all my questions, sought 
compensatioD in various and minute inquiries concerning 
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America. I routd not uniliTMtand liin intereflt in nw as an 
American until hn told nic that liiH Ih-IovihI brother had 
tr.irele:l in America; had exporionecd great hospitality in 
Philadelphia, where he had died among' ntrangcro; Itut 
Htrangerf) who had flyinpathizcd in hin HufTeringri, obeyed 
hii( dying requcatR, and given him an honored grave. After 
a ride of thirty milen, I saw with rejfret that my compan- 
ionfl were making preparations to leave. Mr. R., taming 
to me, gaid suddenly, ' Where is your destination to-night V 
'Kelso.' 'Are you acquainted there f 'No; but I have 
letters of introduction.' ' Do you expect to stay any time 
in the ni'ighborhowl V 'A few days, to we Melrose, Al>- 
iKttsford, etc' ' You must go home with me, sir,' said 
Mr. It. ' I reside about a mile distant You may like to 
look over a Scotch farm, and I will go with you to visit 
the scenery of the Tweed and Abbotsford.' 

" ' Your kindness surprises me, exercised toward ft 
stranger, and I fear you would wonder if I should ac- 
cept it.' 

"'No,' said Mr. K.; 'my brother was everywhere iu 
America greeted with kindness,— M'sitccially in Philadelphia, 
where ^ou reside ; and I shall be most happy to recipro- 
cate to any American the same.' His wife joined in urg- 
ing my acceptance of the invitation ; and I was overcome 
by this courtesy and the advantages which it promised. 
The carriages and servants made their appearance, Mr. It. 
saw my bagjoragc safely bestowed with their own, and then 
a drive of a mile through his grounds brought us to tfie 
family mansion. I told Mr. R. my name and profession 
as a clergyman, and found he was an officer in the same 
church. This established terms of conli<lence between us. 

"His plantation consisted of more than two thousand 
acres, on wjiich were some twenty tenants' cottages. ' 

" After a family sup|)er, worship was held in g^ood old 
Scotch fashion, and we retired for the night I have sel- 
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dom laid my bead on my pillow iin«|pr a higher 8tn»e nf 
^irratitudp, than I thvn ft^lt fi>r f>urh t>yni|iatliy and kindnpM 
from KtranfrtTH in a xtrongi) land. 

"During hrL-akfast the next rourniiig, Mr. R. aaid, 'I 
have ordered the carriage and must take yon myaelf to aee 
the acen^ry of the Tweed and AbbotRford.' I can truly 
aay this driv« furuishcd the most pfcturcMcjue, various, and 
charming views I met in Europe. Ninef niijea of Ihifl river 
Hccnery brought us to Dryburgh Abl>ey, wherel gaz«'d at 
the Bod which covers the ashca of Walter Scott. Our next 
visit was to MelroHe Abbey ; and from Melrose we followed 
the TM-eed about three milea, mostly through the cHtato of 
Sir Walter Scott, to Abbotaford. 

" The house is a Romanj^ in stone and lime. It is 
picturesque and beautiful, but too diminutive for a Gothic 
castle, which it was designed to imitate. It is a vast store- 
house of curiosities, so that it resembles a museum more 
than a dwelling. The library is as the great poet left it, 
and so is his study, — even the garments which be last wore, 
which are here shown in a glass ease. 

" We reached home about sunset. Resting on the Sab- 
bath, according to the commandment, in the hospitiriile 
mansion of Mr. R.; on Monday, in a carriage furnished by 
my host, I reached Kelso, at the junction of the Tweed and 
Tcviot. Such hospitality, such scenery, such historic as- 
sociations, have left impressions never to be forgotten." 

On separating from these pleaaant friends, Mr. R. pre- 
sented Mr. lirainerd with a set of views of the plbcea of 
interest in Teviotdale, which they had visited. 

Mr. Brainerd left Kelso on the 16th of July, via Jed- 
burgh, Newcastle, and York, for London. He remained 
but ten days in London, as he expected to return soon ; and 
would be located there for several weeks during the ses- 
sions of the Convention. 
-^ Ue then embarked for France with Mr. Farr. 
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. At thn hotnl in PuriH ho ni<>t Dr.^. Skinni-r, Palton, an<f 
MaiM>n, of New York; a dow:* l'liila(l<>l|>liiani>; flov. Arni- 
8tronfc, of Mass., and MvcrU' btlier acqiiainUncefl. Ilia 
vigit to the Continent waa litti^ pIhc than an afrffravation ; 
an be liad but ten days to appr<)priat« before be must re- - 
turn to attend the Temporanrc Convention. '., 

Quoting again from bis letter, Mr. Brafnerd aaya : " I 
Went from Paris to BruHoelx ; from thcnPe to Cologne, and 
up the Rhine two hundred miles to Strasburg. I then 
. took the railroad to BaHle, in Switzerland. After juat 
glancing at the Alps, I turned back, and returned to Lon< 
don by way of Qhent, U^tend, and Ramsgatc. I traveled 
in all about sixteen hundred miles on the Continent, and 
with the greatest satisfaelion." The want of time and 
money prevented any farther progress. The self-denial 
was coniiidcrable to a man who so heartily enjoyed traveling 
and sight-seeing. 
': The Convention met on the ITlh of August, and con- 
tinued in sesiiion and earnest delil>eratiou fourteen daya. 
It enrolled over two thousand names. Sixiythn>e Amer- 
ican delegates^ were preM^nt, representing every Christian 
, denomination. The meetings were held in Kxeter Hall, . 
where four thousand people assembled to iiear addresses 
from speakers of diflcrcut nations and creeds, but of on« 
heart 

After eight days' deliberation, when every other doubtnil 
point had been (Settled, and a conimun platform constructed, 
on which Protestants of all parties could hold fellowship, 
tite question of union with slaveholders was introduced. 

For a time, this discussion seemed likely tp undo all that - 

. bad l)ecu done. It was regarded as very discourteous to 

the Americans present, — Uearly all of whom were from tb« 

>' North and strongly antislavory. Mr. Brainei;d writea; 

' "The subject of slavery was settled by a resolution, which 

I aided in preparing, as one of a great eomniittoe, who 
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labored twenty-four hour* over it. It •hx's not please mo, 
but we Diuttt adopt it or blow our Alliance to fragniente." 

Dr. Uei-cfaer was a nipmbiT both of the " Kvangi-lical AK 
Ifance" and the " Tempera n«! Convention." He readied 
Englaqd during Mr. Urainerd'x Hhurt absence on the Con- 
tinent. 

VLt, Brainerd was much jorratiRcd by receiving, soon after . 
bia return to London, the following note: 

"Stokb NiwiisToii, (Ik day. 
' " EaTIBMKD FUBND : 

" I have the pleasure of entertaining as guefitK Dr. Beecher 
lind his wife. Dr. Betn-her has mentioned thy name to me, 
as ft friend of his, and I write to solicit that thou wilt make 
niy/house thy home while in thenci|tbborhood. And that 
tboo wilt accompany Dr. Beecher to Stoke Newington this 
evening and during the sittings of the Coivvention. I must 
Join with thisanotber rctnyest— that thou wilt take regularly 
in the evening what we call a ' box-cab,' to convey thyself 
and Dr. Bcecherto my house, and I w-ill re-pay this ex|M.>nse. 
This I must ask thee not to decline. It is due to Dr. 
Beecher's age and services in the cause of Christ and of 
mall that we should do all we can to promote his comfort. 
"1 am, although personally unknown, 

" Thy sincere friend^ 

"G. W. Albxamdxb." 

Accepting this cordial inyitation, Mr. Brainerd found 
bimself established in most luxurious quarters, with hi* 
dear old friend. Dr. Beecher, in the family of tt. W. Alex- 
ander, Presideiit of the British Antisltivery Society, and 
one of the leading members of the Soci/ty of Friends. In 
addition to the indulgence of the " Ixyt cab," Mr. Alexan- 
der, the next morning after breukfoKU presented both Dr. 
Beecher and Mr. Brainerd with a gi^nea to meet the daily 
omnibus fare from bis house to Exeter Hall. Mr. Brai- 



/ 



Ill LIFE or XSr. THOMAS BKAIXKXD, D.D. • 

nerd declined thin bounty, when Mr. Alexander ingiatcd 
upon its reception, ntying: ''Thee muiit lake it; this ix 
roy mode ; I cannot think of taxing thee to meet the dis- 
tance from my house to the Hall" 

After brcakfact they were invited to join the fanUIy cir- 
cle in their devotions, which consisted in listening for 
twenty minutes to a |)ertion of the life of one of the preachers 
of their Society, commended tothem as an example. Mr. 
Alexander courteously added, " Thomas, thee or Lyman 
is at liberty to pray, if the Spirit moves thee." 

Thp "Spirit" did, once, move both Dr. Beccher and 
Mi;. Brainerd to offer a petition for the blessing of God 
upon the action of the Convuntions, the country, the world, 
and the family of their philanthropic host. 

On leaving this pleasant family, Mr. Alexander prc- 

/ sented Mr. Brainerd with one of the most beautiful Ot%ek 

Testaments, in clearness of typt; and execution, that be had 

ever seen. On the fly-leaf was written, " Ilemeniber them 

that are in Itonds, as bound with them." lleb. xiii. 3. 

The same adhesiveness seemed to attend the friend- 
ahipa cultivated during Mr. Brainerd's short sojourn in 
England and Scotland as had always marked them at 
home. From several sources he received letters' bearing 
grateful evidence of kindly remembrance for many ycara 
aftei this visit. 

During his short stay with Mr. R., of Xenthorn, Teviot- 
dal4, Scotland, Mr. Brainerd learhed that his brother had 
.died in Philadelphia, and Was buried in the grounds of St 
Peter's Church, occupying the square next to his own 
church. After his return home hu examined the monu- 
ment, which was one of the most tasteful in the ground,-— 
a broken column on a handsome pedestal, — in the south- 
east part of the ground, inclosed by an iron railing. He 
employed a good painter t<> make a copy of the monument, 
with the beautiful sun[ouudiiig drapi>ry of willows and ivy, 
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and sent the pifture to Mr. R. by s friend froinjf to 8cot- 
Und. »IIe received (he following hearty acknowledgment 
from hia Scotch friend, which amply repaid thia small 
service : 

• • • * " We fe«'l much gratified by this 
' proof of your friendMhip ; it is, besidvi), a pleasant reflection 
that my brother's remains rest so near yuur place of wor- 
ship. . 

" Return my warm thanks to Mr. Catlin for his very 
beautiful painting. If he ever visits this country, which 
would be interesting to a painter, if would give us much 
pleasure to bnve him visit us. 

"Mrs. R. and myself look back with great pleasure to 
our meeting with you. She unites in very kind regards. 
" And I roniain, very sincerely, yours, 

"F. L. R." 

After returning to London, Mr. Brainerd writes, under 
date of Aug. 80th, " I was greatly interested in all I have 
seen ; but the most Imppy moment was the one when I 
said in Switzerland, ' My journey is ended — now I turn 
toward Aomt;.' I have seen the best things in the Old 
World, but nowhere have I seen a place so sweet to me 
as Green Hill Thank God, the time has nearly elapsed 
when I can go home." 

"toxBOX, Aac. 30tb, 1846. 

''The World's Tkmperance Convertiom met on the 
4tb of August It was attended by a crowd, but they 
were mainly of the common and lower class. With many 
honorable exceptions, the nobility, gentry, and clergy of 
Great Britain are all in the daily habit of using intoxica- 
ting drinks. Hod the delegates t^ffxw the United States 
consulted their own popularity they would not have ven- 
tured upon the advocacy of a cause so unpopular with the 
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nppor classes hpn*. But thry threw themwlves into the 
Convention with a heartj doffiro to tkmiisn the British nii> 
tion to a conviction of the dignity anil vatuo of the tem|ior- 
ance cause. I trust they were able to get some American 
principles into the popular mind. 

"Dr. and Mr*. Beecherjsnd myself are aj; a 'FriendV' 
bouse, in one of the most beautiful environs of London. 
It is,a perfect little Paradise of about three acres, and we 
*farc sumptuously.' He made us lM>th take ten dollarn to 
pay our omnibus expenses to and from the city. 

" I have Iwcn so interested in the Convention that I hav« 
clung to it day and night for two weeks. My head has 
ached, but I coiild not stay away. It is the first time so 
many British and American clergy have met since the. 
Pilgrims left for Plymouth. I think wc have honored 
America ; and wc have |)ersonally been treated with gr(>at 
kindness.- **••••*• 

" I was on the most important committee of the st'ssion, 
and was invited to address a congregation of four thousand, 
in one of the four great public nieelin'fs; and I was ap- 
pointed, one of a permanent committee to get up a Branch 
Alliance in the Unite<l States. 

"The Protestant world never before had auch a meeting. 
Tliere has been good speaking, and high professions of love, 
and great enthusiasm, — and sound debate and some fanat- 
icism, — but what will he gained I am unable to say. 

'* I have also ,address<Hl two of the largest temperance 
meetings ever held in London. I B<>nd you some pa[ieni 
in. which are meager reports of our s|)eecht;8." 

Mr. Brainord delivered the address on temperance in 
Exeter Hall, Monday evening, Augtist 24th. This occasion 
procured him the misfortune, or the goo<l fortune, to be 
caricatured by "Punch." Mr. Brainerd closed his re- 
marks by an appeal to the women present, and said, " That 
as one woman ruined tlie world by persuading man unlaw- 
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fully to eal, he wan frl*d to Iteliovc that the f«cx, with an> 
diiiiinittheil power, would rally to »»ve the world by per- 
suading men not unlawfully to drink." 

After ridiculing the object and spirit of the Tein|H>rance 
Convention, as might \tc expected, and lie8}owing a largo 
share of obloquy upon the "American Ap<>»llfit of Tem- 
perance," "Panch" gm-B on to say: "The Kbv. Thomas 
Dbaink^d, of Philadelphia, however, hat* M'ltled the ques- 
tion by ohiftiiig it upon the Hhoulders of weak woman, 
whom he twitted with an indiiicretinn (now of a few thou- 
Hand years' standing) in a very shabby spirit. Kve having 
plucked the apple, he thought it was the duty of her 
daughter!) to Nct their face« against cider.*' • 

. T* Kn. 1. 

" HnnniMriKLn, Srpt. t(h, 1S4C. 

"After leaving London, on Tuesday morning, I reaiched 
the old city of Coventry almiit 12 m. From Coventry I 
went to Kenilworth Castle, the finest ruin I have seen 
anywhen*. There i» just enough of it, not too much. 
I came near cateliing a fall of sonic fifty feet, as I was 
clamliering along an ivy-eoven-d wall. Tuesday night 
I returned to Hirminghani. W<Mlnesday I went to 8hef- 
fiehl, and examined the grand cutlery establixliment of 
Rodgers. I came to this place (HuddcrHfield, Yorkshire) 
laat evening, and atldn-ssed a great temperance meet- 
ing- Rev. John Marsh, Dr. Muzzy, and myself are. hero 
to officiate at a great temperance festival which is to 
come off to-night, in a Hupper and speecli-making, where 
some twelve hundred will be assendded. I shall stay a 
day or two longer, and then make some excursions in the 
neighlmrhood. I have engaged my passag«! home in the 
Great Britain, for the 'i2)i Scptenilier. 1 trietl to g<-t a pas- 
sage in the Qreat Western, of the 1 2th, but failed, as it was 
flill. The Cunard steamers charge two hundred dollars, 
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and I save by the Grvat Britain seventy dullari* of this 
■mount. 

" My health ift l)etter than wbep I la»t wrote, and witen 
I p't bark to my old diet and quiet habits, I hope I aball 
And frreat improvement." 
■ * «• * ««•« « • -* 

TaMra.1. 

"LKAMijiaToii, 8«pt. i;ik, I84t. 

* * • " I wrote one week ago from Iludders- 
field, one hundred and thirty miles from this platv. I 
leetured at I.«eds, a eity of one bundretl and twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants, on Fridsy evening^. Then Mr. Castles,* 
of London, ini>iHted I should eome baek to Leamington, aa 
he said be had announred me there for Monday evening. 
lA'amington is a waterinir-plaec of great Iteauty, six.milea 
from Kenilworth and ten from Sirotford on-Avun. It ia 
the geographical center of England, and the Center of its 
best scenery. Mr. Castles paid my passage, gave me » 
hospitable place to iHiard, and has taken me to Kenil- 
Worth again, Warwick Castle, Guy's Cliff, and Stratford- 
-on-Avon. We have ridden every day to the most charm- 
ing scenes of Old England. Mrs. Castles baa given nie 
for you two fino colored engravings uf Warwick and Ken- 
ilworth Castles. You M-e I am a lucky fellow in making 
friends and saving nioney. 

" I preached on Hunday evening ; had a good deal of 
my old vertigo, but on Monday evening I lectured an hour 
on temperance with gn>at comfort. 

" The Great Britain, in which I am to embark, sails oo 
Tuesday, the 83d. So yon see, if I am favored, I shall be . 
in Philadelpb^a soon after this letter. I shall leave thia 
place fur Liverpool Saturdoy or Monday. I am impatient 
to get home." ^^ 

• Tk* pibliihw uf" (heap liurstnr* for til* ■lUios." 
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"Li»i!»rooi, 8»pt. Mtb, 1M«. 

" I tm by the kind providetn-c of Oo<l nlivo itnil well. I 
know, as day after day liaH paiou-d by and no titliiiffM U»n\ 
the Gn>at Britain, you muM have bpcn anxioua and 
alarmed. Acp«rdiii(f to my plan, which I wnt to you 
fVoni I^amini^on, I made a little viMit to ManrheHter, and 
raino,on to Liverpool on the 31hI, and on the 22d em- 
bark(>d in the Great Britain. She ih twice oh larj^e aa any 
other vediM'l that ever floated, — thrw thousand five hundred 
tontt hunlen and tlin>e hundred and twenty feet lon)r. I 
ff It a little fear lieforc I saw her, at* M*v<*ral had said she 
would break iii two in a atorm. But after I aaw her 
niotiona I had.freat confidence that hIic would run aeroM 
in twelve days. 

"All our pattHehfrers were in fine wpirits. The 8hip was 
BO largv that ah« had ainioat no motion, and we made one 
hundred miles to the IhIc of Man by dark. I had not 
been very well for a day or two, and went to bed at nine 
oVIoek. I had fallen asleep about half an hour, when our 
nrroat leviathan ship Btruek a rock. This tore off hi'r rud- 
der and ittopiK-d the propeller. In five roinutea more we 
came with a tremendouK crasb on the ground. Wo had 
atranded — but on what or where neither the captain nor 
any one else knew. The nii^ht was pitchy dark ; the storm 
rose hi|j;her and hiffher ; it thundered, lif^htuned.and rained 
in torrents. The sea broke over ua, and our s)iip thumped 
up and down as if every timber would break asunder. 
There were three bundre«l aouls on board ; men were pale 
and women agitated. I rose f;-om my iMTlh on the first 
striking and tried to find my clothes. This was hard in 
tbedark ; but I sueceedo«l in dressing partially ; then went 
and got a candle and adjusted my clothes. I thought my 
last hour had come. ' Here on this shore,' I said, ' I am 
to die.' I knelt in my little room and commended myself 
to the mercy of God ; I prayed for my absent family 
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iDdividaally; I remembered mr lielove<l ron|ip«imtion in 
Pine Street Church, and pr»Ted for them. While ihtis 
occupied I TeSt a cniirige which I bail never anticipaie<i. 

" I then went into the large cabin and said a few wnnla 
of religious direction and encourajrement to mr fellow- 
pa«M>nKers. Dr. Cox followed with an uldrcxs and prayer; 
the Rev. Dr. Tbrker n-ad th6 46th THalm ; and the Itev. 
Mr. Oilvery, of QlaHffow. made a Hfanrt addreHa and prayer. 
IVhile engaged in tliene m-rvicefl, the wind bad rim-n to a 
tenipefit, and the fhip wan rising and falling on the lM>ach 
with a mo8t appalling <Ta8b ; but not a word was Hpoken 
nor a cry uttennl during our religious service. There wm 
a deep impresHion that our help was alon<> in God. 

"i had eaten' no nupper, and, ax I thought I might be 
called to Htrugglc for life, and should need all the strength 
I could make, I went to tbei^steward for something to eat. 
All lie could furnish me in tttc confuiiion was a piece of 
bread and cheese, which I ate with a high relish. Dr. Cox 
said he wondered I could eat ; but my eating in the middle 
of the cabin seemed to quiet the fears of nianyj who sup- 
posed I felt confident of safely. On that stormy and dark 
■bore I gave you wiiat I supposed were the last prayers I 
could offer for you. In this way I wore away several 
hours of the night. Once I determined to go on deck, but 
a huge wave drove me back again. I emptied my small 
valise, strapped it tight, so that it would exclude water 
for some time, and determined, if the Bhiii)>rokc up, to use - 
this in my left hand and swim with Ay right, with the 
full purpose to struggle for life ; and 1 hot) much hope that 
1 would succeed in getting ashore. 

"Oapt Hosken cante down and assured the passengera 
that he thought the ship would stand till morning, when 
«ve would take tbe Itoals Dut as he confessed be did not 
kaov where w^e were, and the equinoctial atorm waa on 
us, and no boat could live in such waves, w» all thougbt 
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the poPHiliility of eM>ape wu slight. The rapi«in burned 
blue lights at the forccaMie and fired Hignal guna. We 
could «ie« lights along the shore, indicating that oar fellow- 
men knew our danger whihuhej could not hel^yus. Aliout 
three o'clock the wind fell ; and at daylight a Ixiat cnmn 
alongside and told the captain that we had run aHhoro 
in Dundruni Ray, thirty miles from Utlfast. As the 
light increawd, we saw that we bad escaped two. rocks 
which gird the mouth of this hay, about two hundred 
feet apart, called the 'Cow and Calf Had wo struck 
on either, death would have l>een ineritable. We had 
■truck on the only sand-lteach in twenty miles, on a const 
where sixty-eight vessels have been wrecked iu a Tew vearH 
past, and scores of lives lost. 

" We all in succession got ' safe to land.' We were 
charged roost exorbitant prices for the transportalinn of 
ourselves and our baggage six miles to Downpatrk-k, 
which I reached at seven o'clock P.M. The clergyman 
here invited me to his house, where I remain(>d two days, 
and then took tliei coach for Kelfast^ I found a most ho«> 
jtitable home with Mr, Isaac Arrott, to wlutra Mr. James 
Arrott, or Philadelphia, had given me a letter, and who 
treated me very kindly last June. On reaching LiveriMMl 
the owners of the Great Britain paid back our pasi>nge- 
money. We found every l)erth in the steamers of the 
4tb and 9Jih' of .October had been taken, 'so that Dr. Cox 
and daughter and myself, with many others, have taken 
passage in the packet-ship New York, which sails on the 
8d of October. I can hanlly es|)ect to reach home before 
the 10th of November. But for this casualty I should 
have been at home by the 6tb of October. Tell the Pin« 
Street people ) am mor« impatient than they can be. Still, 
I think the long voyage is just what I need after all my 
excitements. 

" The cause of our accident is yet a profound mj-stery. 
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The captain haft not givpn a wonl of explanation. I fear 
tho world will say. that tho lives of throe hundred nnd 
..twenty human I>ping8 have lieen put in jeopardy, and a 
vast amount of pt'operty sacriRecd to the ambition of Cfip< 
tain IIoMkcnr to make a quick paaxagc, and bin want of caro . 
as a navigator." ; - ' .. 

After a rough paHRage of five weeks, Mr. Brainerd 
arrived at New York on the Cth of Novcml)cr, and 
reached home on tho tivening of the same day. With the 
ordinary visitationii of HiekneRs and death in bis congrega- 
tion, he found everything in a proApcrons condition, and 
rcBuiiied his labors with expanded views and (juickcned 
purpoHes from the experience of the last six UMnths. 

While Mr. Brainerd was detained in Belfast and Liver- 
pool, .before again embarking for America, he received 
several letters from the friends with whom he had been 
recently staying, expressing their sympathy for the occa- 
sion of his detention, and many o(ihem profTering pecuni- 
ary assistance if ho should require it. Soon after his 
return home be received a kind letter from bis lilwral 
host, Mr. 0. W. Alexander, who said: 

"I hope that thou wast not inconvenienced from want 
of funds, in contiequcnce of delay. I would cheerfully 
have supplied such a want badst thou applied to me, and 
I had certainly known where to address thee. Bo assured 
that, although wo did not wholly agree on the duty de- 
volving upon Christian^n America, in refercmb to the 
existence of slavery upon a gigantic scale in that country, 
my wife and self cnteftain a feeling of friendship toward 
thee which I believe will onl^ cease with life." 
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CHAPTER Xr. 

OltL'RCB BUILDINO — LITERARY PUBLICATIONS. 

THE Ort'on Uill Church, which was conimcncod before 
Mr. Braiiicrd went to Europe, was now nearly^eoin- 
picted. To obtain a good pastor fur it, Mr. Braincrd gave 
much time and iu6uencc, in counsel and correspondence. 
Among the clergymen who occupied the new pulpit was a 
young man recently licensed, from New England. Ho 
had considerable popular talent, and the people were much 
pleased with him, and invited bim to settle among them. 
Ho was satisfied with the attendance and intelligence of 
the congregation ; and, as he was unmarried, he rcgarde4 
the salary as adequate to his wants. He came to consult 
Mr. BraincrS on the subject, who urged him to give an 
affirmative answer. With some hesitation, he said, "I am 
a/raid it i» not the place /or me to develop mt/xelf." Mr. 
Brainerd replied, " It is' an 'Excellent place to develop the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ ; but I do not know 
whether it is exactly the place for you to develop yout'- 
self." In relating this circumstance afterward, Mr. Brai- 
nerd said, "He left the 6eld, and has since 'dcveIo])ed 
himself by giving up the ministry. The little congre- 
gation, under the patient labors of better men, has also 
'developed itself into one of the most intelligent and 
affluent churches in the city." 

' This church always retained a large share of Mr. Brai- 
nerd's affections. Growing out of his temporary residence 
in the neighborhood, watching over its infancy, and niark- 

(321) 






323 urn OF RMV. TITOMAS BRAltrgRO, D.D. 

in(? its steady progress, ho felt it to lie a most siiccessfiil 
enterprise, while it was l)Ut one of many in which ho took 
an active part, ahd for which he vhuriahcd ah ahidinff 
interest. A pastor was settled over it in tha summer of 
1847, and it has gone from "strength to strengtii" for 
twenty-two years. 

On the 7th of June, 1848, the National Whig Convene 
tion,. to nominate candidates for the Prtisidency and Vic«v 
Presidency, was held in the Chinese Museum, at Philjt- 
delphia. Mr Bcainerd was invited to open the Oonven- 
tion with prayed. 

After the inauguration of General Zuchary Taylor a« 
President of the United States, in the following spring, 
Mr. Hrainerd saw him in Washington, and said to him: 
"As I had the honor of praying for the convention which 
Xnominated you, I shall now claim ih6 privilege of praying 
that you may administer the govcrnnieDt so tm to secure 
the best interests of the nation which you represent." 

President Taylor took his hand in both of his own, and 
in the heartiest manner thanked hiiii fortius grateful assurr 
ance. t 

While getting bis horse shod one day, Mr Brainerd told 
the blacksmith that after his shipVrcck in Dundrum Bay 
he visited the grave of St. Patrick, and waS compelled to 
receive a handful of earth from the grave, which be 
brought home. " Did ye?" replied the blacksmith. "Now 
if your reverence has ever a snake or a toad on yo're 
place, just put some of that yearth on his head, and he'll 
give up the ghost." 

"J haven't faith enough for that," said Mr. Brainefd; 
" I will give the earth to you and let you try it !" 

A few days after he carried round the small package of 
Irish soil to this son of Eriu, and as often as ho passed the 
shop he stopped to ask how many snakes and toads he had 
killed. The man always protested that want of time had 
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prevcptcd him from usinpr it, but he wuh just about to try 
tho experiment. "And when I do," said he, " they'll die; 
if not," raitiinghid heavy hammer, " this will finUh them t" 

Standing in one of the locomotive factories, watching 
the heavy machinery roll off iron shavings as if thpy were 
feathers, Mr. Brainerd said, " I have to work on a great 
deal harder material than this." 

" What is it?" replied the mechanic, glancing up at him 
with an inquiring \o»\i,-^"converting sinnem ?" " Yes," 
returned Mr. Bruinerd, " I am glad you so well compre- 
hend the nature of the material." 

During the summer of IR48 some repairs were made to 
the church, at which time an organ was introduced ; the 
interior ofXhc building was painted, and the recess for tho 
pulpit very handsomely frescoed. This was done during 
the summer vacation, and Mr. Brainerd was absent several 
weeks. He took his oldest son, then nearly eleven years 
of age, with him, and made a journey by way of Pittsburgh 
to Cleveland, Niagara Falls and Buffalo, and returning 
through New York, Btn])ped for a week at his native town, 
Leyden. At Niagara Falls, where he passed the Sabbath, 
he preached to the fashionable crowd assembled in one of 
the large hotels ; a wonderful contrast to the audience of 
the Sabbath following. 

In tho visits to his early home, which were made every 
few years, Mr. Brainerd never failed to open the old 
church oh the hill for religious services, where, in his boy- 
hood and youth, he attended with his parents. No place, 
he said, was so dear and sacred to him. A more modern 
church had been built at Port Leyden, about four miles 
distant, where the people now assembled, and tho old 
church had for years been abandoned, literally, to " the 
owls and the bats."- The panes of glass were broken in 
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the winduWR, and tho building was otherwise dilapidated, 
but was still Hound enough fur these oceasional scrvlvesin 
the Bunimur season. 

A few of his old friends ahvays entered with cntiinsiasm 
into his proposition to preach in the church on the hill. 
On one occasion, wiicn the Sabbath was unusually cool, a 
k'niporary curtain w^as tacked up to the pulpit window at 
Bis back, to secure him from the dangiT of taking cold. 
Here he peopled again the old square )h>ws with the occu- 
pants of the olden time, the great majority oP whom were 
in heaven, while their childl'en, now filling the same scats, 
looked just enough like their fathers to help out the illu- 
sion. His friend, Mr. Rcuel Kimball, Jr., led the singing 
on the^c occasions, and tho halo of bis early love lighted 
up the building. A member of Mr. Kimball's family, ia 
speaking of these occasions, says: "No clergyman ever 
commanded the congregation in his native town that Mr. 
Itrainerd did; and his religious influence has lived on 
there since tho period of bis early conversion." 

One morning in September, 1848, a numb(>r of letters 
were brought in while Mr. Uraincrd was at breakfast. 
After glancing rapidly over one or two, he held a third in 
his baud some minutes, while a peculiar expression of in- 
Terest and humor told his family it contained something 
unusual. In reply to the inquiry concerning it, he passed ' 
over this letter to his wife: 

''Amhibit, Mam., Sept. Sth, 1818. 

"Dear Sib: 

" Absence from home has prevented me from stating to 
you at an earlier date, what you may perhaps have seen in 
the newspapers, that the TrustiHis of Amherst College, at 
the late commencement, conferred upon . you the title of 
Doctor of Divinity. 

" It was due to you to Lave received this testimony from 
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nonie older colleftc ; hat aH it was hot done, we took the 
lilicrty to offer it to your acceptance. 

" We Itnow not whether you esteem Hueh notices of any 
value, but wo hope you will at least believe that it wan in- 
tended, in the present case, not only to bestow a well- 
merited honor, but to increase your means of influence as 
a minister of the gonpel. 

"llespectfully aild sinc'erely yours, 
• "Edward UiicncocK." 

Mr. Brainerd had not received any previous notice of this 
action ; and it took him some little time to dispose of it 
satisfactorily. When he left the house to jo down to the 
city, he said, playfully, " I am not quite certain that I 
shall know how to behave, tixlay, as I never was a D.D. 
befwe!" 

In the General Assembly of 1849, of which Mr. Brai- 
nerd was aji^ain a meniU'r, he was appointed chairman of 
the committee to o|)en, for the first time, a fraternal corre- 
spondence' with the Old S<-hool Assembly. Ho reported to 
the next Assembly as follows : 

" PaiL4Dii.pau, May 16th, 1850. 
v"To THE MODBRATOB* OF TBE OEXKBAr. ASSEMBLT Of 

TUB Presbyterian Chubch i!« the U. 8. A. 

"Dear Sib: 

" As Chairman of the Committee on ' Fraternal Corrc- 
spondoncts' appointed in May, 1819, with directions to re- ' 
port to the present Assembly of 1850, 1 would simply say, 
— that as no correspondinj; committee was appointed by 
our brethren of the Assembly which met in Pittsburg last 
year, no opportunity has been had to carry out the frater- 
nal and Christian spiritof our Assembly.; That two denomi- 
nations having the same creed, government, and fonus of 
worship, the same historic associations, and the same sub- 
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aUkntial enemies and fricndH, nliould bare some obriooB . 
fellowttbip with each other, i.s plain ; and it is hopt-d that 
Ood will inspire all concerned tof^ach a cunHuninialio'n wt 
much to Im' desired. But an to the mode, I will venture no 
HUfTfreHtions. , . 

" With preat renpeet and onrnest prayer for Ood'a bless- 
ing on your dclibcrationH, 

■^ " I remain your brother, ■ 

" Tbomab BlUIXtBD." 

Purinff the i<e^Bions of this Assembly, death airain en- 
tered the Taniily of Mr. Rruinerd and took away biH youngent 
child,- — a lovely little Iwy of five yeari*, who died on the 
aOthof.May, 1819. 

IIi8 father was illy able to hear trials of thi:* nature, from ., 
hill p«-euliar nervous constitution ; and to see his little boy 
auflVring under brain fever, as the result of his preeocioua ' 
intellect, completely unmanned him. For thr(>e years from 
this time, he was aOected mth a nervous debility which 
compelled him to sit while preaching. 

The funeral of his little son was largely attended by the 
members of the General Assembly, from many of whom ha 
received the warmest expressions of fraternal sympathy. 

While Mr. Brainerd had realized his general expectations 
uf iienefit by hia residence at Qrecn Hill, yet Ihe.deuth of 
his two children here, had cast a shade over his enjoyment 
of it which decided him in the purpose of returning to the 
city. There were disadvantages in living at such a dia- 
^tance from hia church which even hia daily visits to th^ 
study could not wholly remedy. He made ai) effort to se- 
cure the purchase of a house, about two squares from the 
church, which was the only one in the vicinity within his 
pecuniary means. He purchased this on mortgage, by the 
payment of one thousand dollars. He had paid less thaa 
half the sum (or rent at Green Hill, with bi» halfmre gar- 
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dm and line Hliadf-lrcH'X, than wuh chnrgiHl him for a 
iiHNleratc city liniise, with its few feet of lirii-lc |tavi'nit>nt. 

JIIh olij«Tt in iMiyin^' a hoiiRe, iiiHtrad of ronliiigone, was 
to reduce his rent to the interest of the niortffa;fc, and 
Ktimulatc the effort to nave Hoinefhinff in this way for hin 
family. The event finally proved it to Ik; the only mode hy 
which anything was to b<> secua'd for them from hiHHmall 
salary of two thousand dollars. On leaving the b(>autiful 
home they had enjoyed for seven summers, a memlwr of 
the family said it was "giving up houses and lands fur 
the gospel." 

Toward th» close of Septemljor, 1849, Mr. Itraincrd 
went on to Pittsfield, Mass., to fulfill an engagement to 
deliver an address at the Anniversary of the Young Ladies' 
Institute, under the charge of Prof. Tyler. In a letter to 
his fa'mily he says : 

" I went on hoard the Isaac Newton at six o'clock p.m., 
and was sauntering around, when whom should I see in 
a corner but our dear, good Dr. lieircher and his wife. 
Wasn't I glad to see him and hold a ciiat ! We got break- 
fast togcliier in Albanj', and he took the West train and I 
the East. 

" I reached riltsHeld at ten A.M. The chapel was filled 
and the exercises going on. At one they adjourned to a 
public dinner, and at two o'clock we assembled again, when 
ft»j Kpeech came off! I was followed by ex-Prcsideut 
Tyler, of Virginia, who made a short address, and then by 
a poem from Oliver Wendell Holmes, of Boston. 

• * * • "I have hod many thanks and 
rompliuients, and have got through tlio occasion with a 
comfort which is miraculous!" 

Mr. Hrainerd's address was published at Pittsficld, and 
noon afterward by Mrs. Sarah J. Halo in "The Ladies' 
Hmik." Extracts were fr(>quently published in magazines 
and papers in various parts of the country. 
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In tho Bumraer of 1850, Mr. Bntinord was furpriflcd and 
gratified by a call from Mr. 0. W. Alexander, of London, 
accompanied by Mr. JosialCWhite, of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Alexander had just completed an official inspection 
of the British West India Islands, to ascertain the results of 
emancipation in those islands, fur the British Antislaverjr 
Bociclr, of which be was president. 

lie addressed a large audience in Mr. Brainerd's church 
on the evening of July 15th, making a very interesting 
statement of the successful working of the eroancipntion 
policy, and urging upon his hearers the duty of exerting 
every influence to promote the just rights, the happiness, 
and the intellectual, moral, and religious improvement of 
the colored people. Mr. Brainerd was invited to meet a 
large circle of the most influential Friends of Philadelphia 
at Mr. Josiah White's, the same week, to discuss measures' 
for promoting the interests of the colored po|HiIation of the 
' United States. He greatly relished the hearty cheerful- 
ness, geniality, and good-will exhibited on this occasion, 
as well as the magnificent hospitality which graced this 
antislavery council. 

Mr. Alexander's report was published by the British 
Antislavery Society, and a copy forwarded to Mr. Brainerd. 

Mr. Barnes and Mr. Brainerd were led to frequent dis- 
cussion on the importance of meeting the religious wants 
of the western part of the city, where families ft-oni their 
churches were continually removing, and the younger mem- ' 
bers being drawn into other denominations, from the ab- 
sence of Presbyterian churches in that part of the city. 

In:the fall, Mr. Barnes called on Mr. M. W. Baldwia 
•lid other members of his church, and they concluded to 
call a meeting to consider the claims of this growing neigh- 
borhood.* 

* We make the followiDg extrMt, b; permiailon, from the Memoir of 
H. W. Baldwin, bjr Rev. Woloott Culkint,pp. Hi, 110. 
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" The meetings contiiiuetl to adjourn from week to wwlr, 
until more tliRii a dozen of the most Hiihittantial and earn- 
v*X Christian men from tlic conp^refrntions of tlie First, I'ine 
Street, and Clinton Street Churched, were intercxteil in 
the delilierationH. Forty Hueccssive meetings in all were 
held. They were of one mind, but, unfortunately, the buIi- 
Beriptiona could not be lirotight u|i to anylliiiig like tli« 
requin^d sum. At last Dr. Itrainertl made one of hie char- 
ncteristie R|ieecbt>8. Only a month or two before his death 
lie hnppttned tu^ relate the cireunmtancc to a friend, 80 that 
this little model of perisuitsivo eloi|uence can Ik- presjTvcd 
aimofit iri hit) exact words: ' I made up my mind,' Maid he, 
'that Urother UnrneH and I were dealing a little too ten> 
derly with our rich friends I was not afraid of them, and 
thinking the time had now come fur pretty plain talk, I 
said to tJH-ni: 

" ' Urethren, the Lord has denied to you the privilege of 
exercising many of the most precious graces of tlic Chris- 
tian character, which in his Inlinite mercy Ih; has vouch- 
pafed to the rest of us. You never knew what it is to 
repose absolute, unassisted faith in (iod for the things of 
this World. You never hail to gu to sleep at night without 
knowing where your bretikfnst was to come frourr You 
never hud a sick child wasting away for the want of cosily 
luxuries. You never had to deny yourselves the gratiiic*- 
tion of the impulM's of pity when a suflTerer came to your 

• door. Yuu never had to endniv the humiliation of being 
dunned for an honest debt without knowing whether yuu 
could ever pay it. All these uiis|K!akable advantages in 
developing Christian character an inscrutabki l*rovi<ienc6 
has taken from you ami bestowed upon us poor men. Tlw 
oue solitary grace of the ChriRtiuti life which has been do- 
Died tp us and given to you, is the grace of lil>erality, and 
ifyotidonH exercite Ihai, the Lord hace mercy on your 

r uquUI' 
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" Evory one who nvcr heard Dr. Braincnl tnlk when he 
meant it, can see tlic upturned face, sparkling i-ye, and 
comprcABed lip with whieh tbewt pungent wordrt came out. 
Ah be reached this part of the narrative to hin friend on 
that nieniotttlile ride in tlie Huninier of 18(i6, he reined in his 
bor!<e and liroke out in the beartient tone : ' My eonfideneo 
in human nature wa» not niii>j)laced. At firt>t I waH aU 
roost frightened at my boldnesH ; but MOon I Haw one of 
thoM! amuHjid and genial Huiiles begin to creep ovcr/liald- 
win'n face. SonielM)dy caught the twinkle ofhja.^', and 
in half a minute the whole company brtlKeinto inextin- 
guiflbable laugliter. In two or three weeko we bad some 
175,000 on the paper. '" 

^Matthew Baldwin was the firnt man to draw the paiier 
toward him that evening, and put down $10,000. Others 
followed this noltle example, and HubxcrilKHl thoummh, 
wliere they were before giving only hundn>d8 of dollars. 
The great enterpriHc was ttecored in one of the nioxt tattttv- 
ful and costly church edifccH ever erected in I'hiladelphia. 
The corner-stone was laid on the Fourth of July, 1851, and 
November Gth, 1853, Calvahy rsKSBTTEiiiAN Cuuhch 
was dedicated to the service of Almighty (iod. 

Accompanied by Rev. Albert Barnes, Matthew Baldwin, 
and John A. Brown, Ksqs., Mr. Itrainerd went to Boston, 
with a view to secul-e the services of Kev. Kdward Kirk, 
as pastor of the new church. Failing in this application, 
and one or two other negotiations, which were carried on 
by letlier, Mr. Barnes and Mr. Brainerd went to Montn'al 
together to confer with the Uev. Mr. Jenkins of that city, 
lir. Jenkins accepted the invitation, and soon after was 
installed pastor of tbo new church, which ofBce he held 
for eight yeaYs. 

Mr. Brainerd was engaged during the same year, 1853, 

in promoting the erection of a church at Lyon's Falls, 

. Lewis Co., N. Y., within a few miles of bis early home. 
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Tilt' townMiip of Grog, cnntainin^ ITiOO inliabitni)ti<, wui* 
di-Rtitutu of • church of any kiiiil ; the chiirch-fi^oing part 
of the community atlcnding at Port Lcydcu, the noaroHt 
adjacent town. In tbo Humnicr Mr. Braincnl preached 
in a hotel to about 300 attentive liearcrA, and was excited 
by the Aceno to try to do them a |)«rmanent wrvice. The 
town ia located on the weKtern iMtrderof the great Adiron- 
«la<'k forest. Mr. Brainerd M-lected the site for the build- 
ing' on a picturcHquo promontory at the junction of the 
Mouae and Black rivers, and one of his p«-rrtonal friends, 
MixH Henrietta Lyon, donated an acre of ground for the 
erection of the church. 

A few faiMlicrt in the noighborhoo<i pledged theniiielvei) 
fo rainc flOOO toward the building, and Mr. Brainerd 
promised to procure for them one thousand more, and go 
up and dedicate (he church when completed. On his re- 
turn to I'hiladclphia, he gent them the plan of a tasteful 
church, and collected the amount which he had promised 
in the course of a few months. The work was pushed 
rapidly forward, and finished within a year. - It was called 
" TuK FoBUT CnvRCU," and the name was beautifully 
executed in a stained-glass window, at the entrance of 
the church. It stands with a fine grove in its inclosure, 
shading its walls, and the dark, tangled, unbroken forest 
behind it. The chancel is furnished with windows of 
stained glass, and the church fitted up with furnairo, 
marble table, oak chairs, belfry, liell, etc. Its cost, all told, 
was 13500. 

In accordance with his promise, Mr. Brainerd preached 
at its dedication, Aug. 6th, 1854. Ad immense crowd 
was i>fesent. Before the hour, the house was Ailed in 
every part. Six hundred and fifty people were in the house, 
and twice as many around it. It was said by those who 
attempted to " number the people," that over eighteen 
hundred were preaeot At least three hundred vehicle! 
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brought tliitt nuiltiludo from (ircfr, nml tlic nrifrlihorinj^ 
towDH of Leydfii, Lowville. MartiiiKljurjr, ami Constablf- 
villc. Having vniuliiHi'd tliu ilf<lk-utioii ttorvicvi^ within 
tho hoiiHc, Mr. liriiiiu-ril went out of doors uuil addrcHsod 
tho nin.srt out.-<i(lt>. The oiTiision wus'oiie of gri'iit eiithu- 
sin'Nni both to H|icitikcr uiid hcuri-is, Tho coniinuuiou wati 
ndniliilstuit'd iu tlif uftcniooii. Thu Kcv. Mr. VuU^ and 
Uov. Mr. Morris wi-rc pri'soni und took part iu th<» ser- 
vices. 

UccaHion.^ ofojK'n air proarhing won* of frcquont occur- 
n>n(.-e during I)r. liruiiii'nl'.s ministry in I'liilailuiphia. 
Thu souilicustcrn purl of the fily (.-outuiui'd a iurgo popu- 
lation that m'liloni faw thu inside of n church. Many, of 
these were nicehunics, engaged iu the extensive niunufac- 
tories located in that seclion, wlio regarded the Sabbath 
as chiefly ordained for physieul rest and recreation. They 
Were idlers and ISubbatli-strolleri< on tliis day. In the 
euniuier uioulhs, when the city congregations were thinned ' 
by absence and the afternoon services weix! suspended, Dr. 
Jirainerd employed the usual hnur iu iireuebing in oUo 
of the southern niurket-houscs, or in the C"ar|K.'Uler Street 
burying-ground, which Ijrlonged to Pine Street Church. 
The sjiade-trces'of this inclosure ullorded protection from 
the sun, and seats were readily provided from the neigh- 
boring lumber-yard. A sullicient nunilter of his uwu 
church members attended these services to give dignity 
and order to the exercises, while an audience of oui- 
i^iders was collected in whom the novelty of the service 
develo|>ed earnest emotion, which reacted strongly upou 
both preacher and hearers. 

After one of these services, a mt^niM^ of his church said 
to hiui : " Dr. lirainerd, why can't you preack us well iu 
Fine Street Church as yoi^ do here V' '* 1 ean,'^e reiUied, 
"if you will cry as much as they do here!" 

A uurresuoudeut uf thu VhrUUau Obncrcer says:/' Uu- 
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dprntanding that thr Rev. Dr. Brainenl <1nHigned a^nin to 
mount tbo ' block ' in the mark(>t-buuM>, I duterniint'd to go 
to 'the regions below' and hear him. 

" I have often heard Dr. Rraiiinrd preach in hiit own 
church, and much admired bia bold, vigorouH, energetic 
style ;]U!t I am half inclinetl to believe, with Home of tbo 
doctor's own congregation, that ' he preache* better in the 
vtarM than in hi» own jmlpit at home.' 

" Itut I apprehend tbo cauMi of any apparent ebangc in 
the preaching lies less in the puHtur than in the ]H>Qple. 
Need it create surprise that a mortal man should grow a 
little tired of constantly jireacbing eloi]uent sermons to a 
listless congregation ? In the market-bouse the congrega- 
tion is entirely new. It is a mixed multitude drawn 
together from, their various pastimes and recreations and 
Sabbath desecrations. The preacher knows he may never 
see his hearers again, and he must address them on the 
most vital points. The emergency calls out his energies, 
and imparts to him the inspiration demanded by the 
occasion. 

" At the close of the services a young man distributed 
Penny Qazeltes among the junior portion of the audience, 
while an elder of the church dealt out, ' without money and 
without price,' to those further advanced in life, a variety 
of religious newspapers." 

Mr. Brainerd's brother-in-law settled on Martha's Vine- 
yard in 1851, and from this time the island )H.'canie one 
of his frequent and favorite resorts in his summer vaca- 
tions. The pure air, tbo sea-breexe, the primitive 'sim- 
plicity of the place and the |icoplo, united to their New 
England shrewdness, gave the place a |>cculiar charm for 
him. lie never failed to And materials for interest and 
improvement in these visits. 

His first observation of the remarkable honesty and 
moriUity of thia place was ou board the little steamer 
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wliirh mndo rpjfiilor trips from Xcw Ht'dford to Hie islanil 
vvt'TY other (liiy, r(auriiiii)r on nItiTiiiil)- ilayi4. On atiiblc, 
in ihu (-■uliiii, was a Imskct ol' fruit, iiiid anotlicr of boiifi'c- 
tioni'ry, with tht; prici' lulwlcil on tmr-h orticlo, nnd Im^bIiIo 
tlirni a Humll box of cli^ii^o, contniniii^ flvo, trn, and 
twenty-live cent piews, where every passenger was at 
lilx-rty to go down and help himself, making the ehango 
, from thi!< Hniall, indep<>rideiit, iinollieered, and unwatehud 
bunk, and seleeting aueh fruit and eandies ax he pleaded, 
for himself an<l family. The captain told Mr. lirainerd ho 
found the trallie profitable, and had no reaHon to Hu^pect a 
single ea>^e of fraud or dir*honesty. * 

There ix not a drop uf intoxieating liquor of any kind 
sold on the island in any of it.s fliur town^^, and the "j^ail" 
18 a decayed, empty, fabulous relic of other days, unoccu- 
pied in the memory of the " oldest inhabitant." 

It \» Well known that a nmmmotli, Methodist cam)>- 
mceting is held here annually, in the suninuT, gathered 
from the States of Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Wo 
will not venture to say that when the iH'ople from tho 
"main," as the islanders term the main land, come over 
to attend this meeting, no rojiues arc ever found among 
them. But the whole population of the island organize 
themselves into a police force, and keep their eye upon 
every ^uspicious-looking fellow who Ituids on their shores, 
and this vigilance committee never lose sight of him until 
they see him safi^ly off again. 

The attempt lias 'been repeatedly made to smuggle in 
some varieties of alcoholic poison, for the use of ilie 
visitors to the caiii|>-meeting; but a mysterious knowledge 
of the fact see.nw to lie communicated to tlic islanders, and 
tho fishing smack containing the precious contraband cargo 
is quietly boarded by a few resolute men, and the costly 
beverage poured out as a libation to the fishes, it lieing 
wisely judged that when well mixed with the waters of 
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' RuzzardV Boy'it will not he fatally injiirioiis even to tlio 
finny occiipanti* of that fine harbor. 

On oni) of thfuo visits to th« Vineyard, Mr. Bruincrd 
found his brother waiting with hi$i varriiip:i' ot " I'lie 
Landing," to earry him and his family to his retiidenee, 
at West Tislinry, seven mileH diHiuiil. There was not 
room in the vehicle fur the baprcrape, and Mr. Itrainerd 
inquired, with rxtmc eoneern, what should lie done with it. 
" Leave it here," replied Mr. W., "'ontil I ean Rend down 
for it." "But it may Ik- st(»h^n," said Mr. BrainiM^d ; upon 
which hi.>» brothei' indul;;ed in an uneontnillable InirKt of 
Intiphter at the idea of anything iM'ing stolen front Marthas 
Viney^d. A« the carriage drove off, Mr. Brninerd east 
an unbelieving, rueful look at the two trunks left ahme on 
the wharf, and was only reassured when three liouft) later 
they were safely delivered to tlieir owner. 

While driving to West Tishury, Mr. W. stated that a 

peddler from New Bedford, sith a vi|lua<>Ic load of fancy 

' wares, broke his wagon on the rond some miles from any 

' dwelling. He led his horse to the nearest town, put up 

for the night, as it was toward evening, and in the niorn- 

' ing took over the materials for mending his wagon, 

and went on his mission as safely as if no accident had 

occurred. 

We give another incident of this visit, which Mr. 
Brainerd published after his return to Philadelphia, as a 
further illustration of the place and the iteople. 

"A Iwcrd U Oo^ Haalf. 

"In the month of August lust, I P|R'nt two weeks on 
. the pleasant Island of Martha^ I'jpvyanl, Mass. It is 
the custom of the Methodists to hold a 'camp-meeting' 
annually, in a grove, in the northeastern part of the island, , 
where from six to twelve thousand usually attend, from' 
Boston, Providence, New Bedford, etc. It so happened 



f^^^W^^W^^^^^^^?^^'^W^<^^*^W% 



S3S LIFS OF XKr. THOMAS BRAWERD, D.D. 

thnt this csmp-nicoting.was in projrrvftH while I was in the 
ncighlmrbixxl, and I i<|M'nt part of two days vory pleasantly 
in listening to my Methodist brethren, to whom I lent, aa 
I was able, a helping band. 

" To reach the meeting I was obliged to travel from my 
temporary residence eleven miles over a plain, mostly 
covcrcti with scrub oaks, and wiiere the road was barely 
the width of the carriage. For perhaps one mile and a 
half of the distance, oaks of a larger site had ho extended 
their branches as constantly to thrush the sides of the 
carriage and p^t the eyes of passengers in peril. As 
the road was little traveled, except in camp-meeting 
times, no one bad taken pains to lop off the troublesome 
branches. 

" On my second visit to the meeting, I had entered with 
a single carriage upon this oak (Jain accompanied by a 
lady friend and her young daughter, when I saw, about 
twenty rods liefure nw, a gleaming sword flashing over the 
track, as if it Was in the hands of a strong man, laying 
about him in deadly strife. I was startled. The vision was 
right in the track, and there was no turn-out possible. It 
was in the fon'st, miles from any human habitation. I 
bad no means of defense, and my companions needed pro- 
tection. As I drew near I could sec the form of a stalwart 
man, striking at some object as if in des|)eration. Nothing 
could be done but to go on. I first said, ' It is a drunken 
man I' But then I remembered that, by the graco,of God 
and the tem|>erance reform, there was not a grog-ghop nor 
a drunkard in Duke's County, Massachusetts. The man 
could not be drunk. I said, ' Is it a highwayman V There 
never was such a man on the island. I said, ' Can it be 
possible that some maniac has escaped his keepers, and 
gone out with a reckless thirst for blood V Where every- 
iiody knows cverybotly, as is the case on the island, this, 
if possible, was not probable. These thoughts flashed 
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through niv mind on the moment, but left no abflolute Tear 
to h-ad nui to chfck my horHC. I xoon vanip iip to tli« 
etarlling apparition ; and livhuld, I rrpognized the color<>d 
wrvant uf the wortliy Captain CIcavi'land, a r<>tin>d wITal- 
ing-master, wiio, having in TalparaiHo found the man in 
poverty and diHtrcKrt, had brought him home and niade*- 
him the faithful hirt'd Horvant of a juxt and conKidcrato 
master. The man, having obtaim-tl leave to go to camp- 
meeting, wax drewuMi in hit) bext Huit, and, though he had 
eleven milc8 to walk himm<lf, had procured the captainV 
old cutlaHA; and giving it a keen edg<', was engaged in 
lopping olf the oak brancheu that troubled peri<oni* in car-. 
riag«>8. Do you wonder that my heart warmed toward a 
philanthropiKt employed in a voluntary work, 8o humble 
indeed, but so diHinterexIfdly benefolenlt I cric«i out to 
him a8 I approached, 'Ha» the millennium cornel I tee 
you are uning a H}>ear for a pruninif-hook: I winh.no 
ttoord wa» ever worxe emploijeii.' He gave me a smile 
and a bow, and went on with hit* work with the cheerfid- 
ncBt) of one conKcious that Ite was doing good, but not 
ambitious of praitu*. I doubt not he 'receivc<l a blessing 
at the camp-meeting, aa a ' doer' as well as ' hearer of the 
word.' I gave him a niitc as a token of my gratitude ; 
and, that so good a deed shall not fail to bo set forth as 
an example, I have sketched the whole scene, that this 
tiero of the oat plain may have the wreath to which ho is 
entitled." 

The Island of Martha's Vineyard, in the east, and the 
beautiful valley of the Houaatonic, in the western part of 
Massachusetts, became rivals in Mr. Braiuerd's regard 
as places of summer resort, and he gratified his partiali- 
ties by visiting them in alternate seasons. The hills of 
Columbia and Bi'rkshire Counties, on either side of the 
river, where, fur more than a century, had been located the 

21 
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honioRtra<) of rninily rclativpj<. afTordt*)! ihc moBt nhiitnliint 
niatorinln of intcrt'.tt, in tlicir vnricil stciktv ; while tho 
ciiltivatiHl HooiiJty of its cinsttTuU towns ttupplieU equal 
Koi'inI attract ions. 

la tbc ^iiinniffr of 18ri2, Mr Ttraini'nl Impprnrd to ho 
on a vixit tu Cuniiun, Colnnihia ('minty, Ni'W \'ori(, at the 
time tlie <lroft was U'vieij for recruils to the army. lie 
aililre>i.-<e<l a "ninsH nioeling'' (here, inaliiii}!; earnest ni»- 
|n>u1h to tiio patriot i8in of his hearer:), with encouraging 
Buwess. ' 

Knrly in May, 1855, Mr. Brainerd received ft letter from 
tlie Secrt'tary of tlio American Uihlc Suciely, willi an 
nr;fcnt n'(|UCHl for a .«|K'cch at tjieir tinniver!<ury in New 
York, on the lOih instant. The apolojiy jriven for tho 
KhortneMS of tiie notice, three (hiys, wu«, " It will not taVo 
yon as hmjf to load as it d«K'H nonie otlier^." 

IIi8 old friend, .Mrs. Jud>ce liurnet, of Cincinnati, visited 
him thiri spring, und insisted upon Mr. Itraincrd returning 
home with her. Writing from Cincinnati, he Kuyt*: 

"Wo orrived hero thiH inorniiig (June 23d), in thirty- 
two hourH from PiiiJadeiphia. Mrs. Biirnet liore tiie journey 
ai) well as she could at thirty yearH' of age. 

"Among the pleaHant acquaintances on the way wag 
Governor Wright, of Indiana. He was twelve years in 
GongresB. He in an out-and-out old-fa(«liioned Western 
man; he t«aid ho had no hopes from any party politico, 
hut he iH-lieved that individual indut^try, temperance, re- 
,ligion, and inteltigeiiee were th* only hope of tho country. 
He iri to deliver the address before the New York Agri- 
cultural Society ne.\t fall, und say.s he will cull upon me 
iu I'hilttdelpliia, and make a speech to my Sabbath- 
school." 

Governor Wright redeemed thiit promise, and made an 
intcreuting uddresH to the children when he camu Kaitt. 
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"JuDc2Stb,IS5i. 

* * * ♦ ♦ " On TiiPisday I went ilown 
to North lieml, niul !>|)(>nt half a (lay with my old rriciid, 
Mrs. Oimornl Ilurrison. She wtm very jflad ti) wii iw, 
Biid thatikftl 111)' inniir tinioH fur eallinpr. She \» hIMI in the 
'/o(;-<-o6/ji,' wliicli in furnished as plainly us thu hou!<u of 
»ny former in Ohio." ^^ ^ 

In Sfi>t<MiilK'r, 1855, Mr. Brainerd aecoiijpanii'd \\U son 
to Xt'W Haven, who joined tlie FreHliniiiiy CIu!<h of Yalo 
College at tliis time. He Hiiid (hut he eoald ^ive him no 
fortune except a lliorouffh edneation, wlii-h no reverses 
eoiild depreeinte or take from him. TlHlsaeritiees to ac- 
complish thi.-i were only sueli as thoiisitnls of eh'rjrymen 
have cheerfully endured for their eliildrenland Iweanie, if 
not a ph'ftfure, at least n sou rce of satisjj/'tion. 

lie sold his horse and biljfiry, aiin mitt'd his stohle for 
a year, which added awnit four hundred dollars to the 
year's income. At the C(piralioti of the J'ear, feelinjr tho 
nwd of his accuHtomedY'.\ercisp, which lie rejrnrded n.s 
essential to his life, he purKbased another horse. Hut Im 
never a;raiii had the money t\ appropriate for a earria^re of 
fuy kind, and never after tliil pos.sessed one. His horses, 
though famous and historic, k'ci-o not of the most ex|M>n' 
Hive kind,' While hid owner|^iip and attachment invested 
them with many perfecUoiia. One of them, a hlooded 
English horse, had )m>«X a nohle animal, hut was injured 
by overtrottinjf. AA^Hi th(V considerate caro ho received, 
he served Mr. ]tr«nerd faithfully for fifteen yeari*, and 
was then given tufa Quaker farmer, on condition of gentle 
usage, and oljitrfal in hi>i skin and shoes when his useful 
life shojtWterniinate. 

TWs following February, the TriisTeca of Pino Street 
Chjireh voted an addition of five hundred dollars to Mr. 
Bnincrd's salary. This was not realized until the next 
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quarter, th<^ pnymont (iatinji^rroin Mnr, 1850). Thin niuch- 
iKHHiwI rt'luif woH iluly apprcfittU'il. It wan the twentieth 
yoar of hift pat>loral lalMir in rin« 8tr<>el Church, and his 
salary, wiiirh had U-en lieretoforv two thdUHand dollars, 
.wax from thift |H>riod two thousand five hundred. 

Mr. Braincnl wan Rfraiii a. dolrprate to the General As- 
senilily, which met in the City of New Yorb in 1858. 

By way of apolojfy for the brevity of a letter home, 
dated May I8th, 1856, hu oayit: "I have used what 
Htrcnjrth I had in the Assembly, and could not endure the 
iii)(ht of a |H;n. -1 lean ayaitist a poxt and make 8ome 
speeches." 

It became such a habit with him to select a seat near a 
post for its HupiHtrt, under the vertigo which he often 
experienced when Hpf-aklnfr, that one of hi«) ministerial 
brethren said to him, playfully, ah they entered the bouse 
toother, "Every man to kin pout!" 

The nervous aversion to writing, which r(>sulted (Voni 
his physical iieculiarities, prevented him from pursuing 
literary lalMrs beyond the actual necessities which his 
profession forced upon him. 

When the Prenhtjlerian Quarterly Jieview was estab- 
lished in rhiladclphia, in the year 1853, he felt his ob- 
ligations, as one of the associate editors, to .contribute 
occasionally, as ho was able, to its pages, during the ten . 
years in which I>r. Wallace conducted the work. It so hap- 
pened that the opening and closing articles uf this (leriod 
were from his (ten. The first, defining the position of the 
New School branch of the Presljytcrian Cliurch, and the 
demands for the Review, was entitled "Our Cuuhch and 
Oua Uevikw." Thfc closing article of the tenth volume 
wjts the memorial tribute to Rev. DenJ. J. Wallact!, in 
October, 1862. He wrote si^veral other articles, among 
which was a Sketch of the Character and Public Life of 
Daniel Webatcr, written in December, ltj52 y and in tb«. 
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sprinjf of 18G0, amid the rearfiil niiprchonr'ionfl nUiich Hhonk 
tlip nation, ht< M-roto an articli; fiititli'il " Wiio a Ursponsi- 

BLE FOR THE PltCHENT Sl,AVeBV AOITATKOI ?" 

At the ciirni'Ht 8oli<-itation of Dr. Win. I). Sprapriie, • 
of Allinny, Mr. liruincrd wmto ii nii'ninrial !<ki'l<'[i of lli'v. 
JamcH PuttiTMon in 18.">7, nn<i one of I)r. Artcnius llnl- 
Innl i\\(- xanic year, for tliu "Annals or tue Amehican 
riupiT." 

Ho pultH.-'lioil twenty wrnions in ]innnphlet diirin;;- his 
niin'ritry in I'liiln<i('lpliiii, aiiii ii siiil inr^T nunilH>r in the 
iiewspiiper press — all of them In' sojieilation, or throu^fh 
the njjeney of '■ lleporters," on otTasion.» of public interest. 

His ctinirihutioiis lo the liuily antl weekly press on niis- 
cellaiieons topics of moral or political iM-ariiig were too 
many to lie s|H,'cifie(l or collected. These wens what he 
called "hoeing ahitrt rou'", " wiiicii he found time to do Id 
the inliTTHlH of his more laborious dnti<-s. 

His early hul)its*as an editor, his interest in the current 
topics of the (hiy, and his convictions of the sujierior ad- 
vantnj^s of the newspaper pres.s for reaehinj; the public 
mind, led him to ])rerer this mode of publication to every 
other. Jlis love lor newspapers was one of hi.s rnlin;,' pii.s- 
sions. Nut irntisKed with ten or twelve daily in his own' 
house, he was m rej^ular reader at the Alhenicuin, where ho 
couhl Klanec over tiiiriy and forty a day from every part 
of tlie country. 

This was accotnplishcd so rapidly tiiat it was diflii-ult to 
note the timeappropriated to it ; lyct every fact worth re- 
ineniberin^:, thus hastily gathered, was as securely pre- 
served in his memory as in the new.spaper fifbs tiieuiselves. 

Tlie only work which claimed the dignity of a book was 
"The Life of Rev. John Itraiiierd," published in ltiU5, to 
which reference will be made hereafter. 

The summer of 18J7'was marked by a nuinl)er of (deas- 
anl events. The friend of his early youth, Mr. Wait TaU 
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Cfltt, roHidin^ir ■■> Rmkroril, IllinAig, nisdo liiiii • vi^it with 
bi8 wifo niul litllc son, ttix yvt^n ot age. While in Pbilv 
delpliia, tlic little boy was ffrc'atly diHtn-Hftt'd by seeing tbe 
dogs in the street muzzled. It was explained t(> bim that 
ibis law was one of kindness' to the dogs, fur without this 
preeautiuh they would all lie killed. The little If'ellow 
muticd over this statement fur some minutes, and then 
aaid, "Jn Illinois, where I live, the people are mostly 
goo<l — Ihey donU kill tlogii .'" 

When Mr. Talvott left riiiladelphia to visit hi^ brother 
in Jersey City, be ugreed to join Mr. Hrainerd again in 
Ai^ust, at tbe Cathkill Mountain House. Several menw 
bers of Pine Street Church were there, who persuaded 
Mr. Brainerd to make a week's liojourn with them, while 
bis ehurrh was- undergoing repairs. • 

The entire rtileasc from professional lalrar during these 
two months, tngelber with the sm-iul interest of the eirele 
of friends gathered at the " Mountain lloum!," the won- 
derful romance and beauty of the place, the decided pbyg. 
icsl improvement gained during the summer, all contrib- 
uted to make it a sensorf of unusual enjoyment. 
; On Sunday morning Mr. Brainerd preached in the large 
parlor of the " Mountain House." The room was well 
filled. Among tbe giiesls was Mrs. James Purtou (" Fanny 
Fern"), with her husband and two daughters. 

Sbo thus heralds this occasion in tiiu New York 
Ledger: . ' 

"Sunday at tbe Catskills! 'There is no church here,' 
said one. ' No church V What human hand could span 
•n arch like yonder blue vault? What pillars could it 
ft-anie beautiful as those 8ba|iely trees 7 What car|iet 
weave equal to that dcw-liespangled moss? What choir 
more perfect than those untutored birds, singing for very 
joy that God is so good and his earth so fair f • 
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* ■ ■ i. 

" ' Service in the public parlor at i^levciH' m the land- 
lord infnrtnpd uh. ' Hcavt-n fn^nt,' Haid I, 'that the 
preacher may utter no diHcord amid all this harmony of 
nature.' So I took my scat among the wonihi|iers — Tuunff 
and old, xick and woll, frravc and gar — with crccdg aa 
various as thcir'placeit of birth, ur tiie lineaments of (heir 
faces, and some with no creeds at all. How shall the 
preacher say a fitting word to all these ? 

" I am ha|>py to sny that, in my opinion, he did it \ that 
not one w<)r«l would I have had erased or changed ; that 
I could conceive of no one. present who could objecl to the 
sincere, fair, and loving cxp4)sition of gos|H'l, truth, which, 
like another 'Sermon on the Mount,' will, I trust, long bo 
remcmliered. 

. "I have now an added reason for liking Philadelphia 
•nd its |>eople since having listened, on that lovely Sab- 
bath morning, to Rev. Dr. Hrainerd ; since having made, 
also, at the Catskills, the acipiaintance of other agreeable 
Phikulelphiang." •' • ♦ * * * 

Pine Street Church is the -tldest Presbyterian church 
building in Philadelphia. The lot on which it stands, with 
the surrounding grave-yani, was granted to the congrega- 
tion by the Puun proprietors, in 1704. Built U-fon< the 
Revolution, it is of course located in the old section of the 
eity. Its architecture was of the plain, simple style be- 
longing to that period. As the city extended ita limits 
north and west, the more pro8|ierous young families of 
the church were continually removing to the newer and 
more fashionable portion of the town. Knowing how 
readily the young are attracted by external beauty and 
style, Mr.Brainerd realized the importance of km-ping his 
church up with the progress of the times. He urged upon 
the congregation the duty of so remodeling the church aa 
to meet the tasteful demands of the age. For two or three 
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years this subject burdened hit* mind, before he could lirinflf 
his penpio up to bin views. Tlie oNIit clasK were ntliietied, 
to the antiquity of the buit((inf;, and insi.'^icd that it wns 
"g^d enough fur them," tm it hiid l>een for their fut hern. 
After tliree ye«r» of p«'r«istent labor, Mr. Itrainerd finally 
indue«-d tho eongregation to enj^ago in quite cxtensivo 
alteratiouH. Them; were romnuMU-ed in A)iifii><t, 1857; 
and when Afr. Drainerd returned honieeorly in Septenilier, 
tho boM-ment roonin of the church were lini»'h<'d, and tho 
servicer were rcHunied ond held hi the lecture-room. 

The upper part of the eliurch vl'as opened for service on 
the 25111 of OctolK-r, 1857. 

The improvement in the ehureli edifice eo.«t $11,500, nil 
of which wai* promptly paid by voluntary Kubscription« 
within a single year; .fifteen hundred and fourteen dollars 
of this amount wa.s collected by Mr. Urainerd from friends 
outnidi; of the conjrregation. Tiie alteration was chiefly ' 
(^infilled to the exterior of the church, modernizing and" 
^changing its whole appearance. The congregation designed 
to make an equally thorough renovation the following year 
of the interior,' but the fijiancial cnrlmrra.ssnientK which 
begun in 18&7, and accumulated through KUceessive year^^, 
hindereil the fulfillment of this purpoM;. The civil war 
which broke Out in 18(tl, delayed the work to a sjill later 
date; and not uhtil tho iiecre-SKity was forced upon ihein 
by the Mtttlenient of a new patttor, in lS(i7, was it fiiuilly 
accomplished. For the laHt ten years of his ministry Mr. 
Brainerd was impressed with the i<lea that his work was 
nearly fiuished, and said it was his dearest wish to leave 
Pino Street Church in the highest condition of pros|M>rity. 
He represented to his |)oople the difficulties they would 
ineet in securiag such a pastor as they needed, without 
Brat inuking the -church as attractive as possible, and the 
embarrassments under which a stranger would iulior in 
aecuring the pecuniary means fur (hose improvemunts. Cir- 
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cuin8tonco8 proved more almolute than these nrjninienta, 
•nd the ovil he foresaw came upon them. It wai*, however, 
bravely met and overcome, although at doublu the pccu* 
niary coRt which would have belonged to the earlier 8ca>ioi>. 
The congregation expended over |15,000 in 1867, in car- 
rying out the in)provement8 projected ten years before at 
an estimate of $?000. 

Mr. Brainerd believed that every church needed reju- 
venating once in twenty years at least, to keep the young 
in complacent sympathy with their home sanctuary, and tu 
give the rising generation the opportunilij- to identify them- 
selves with their church by actual labor and sacriBce. 

About this time, 1857, Mr. Brainerd published a short 
historical sketch of I'inc 8treet Church, in the course of 
which he spoke of his predecessor. Dr. Archibald Alezx 
ander, with the afl>>ctionato reverence he had always cher> 
ished for his character. Soon after he received a letter 
from Kev. James W. Alexander, in which he says: " I am 
certainly your debtor for the manner in which you have 
written concerning tny dear and honored father. I shall 
treasure up the important fragments which you have 
rescued, as additions to my memoir. 8uch things cause 
roe to feel more deeply how great are our common in- 
terests and experience, and how trifling the points about 
which we differ." 

The semi-centennial anniversary of Andover Theologi- 
cal t>eminary was celebrated in August, 1858, at Andover, 
Mass. The authorities of the institution issued a general 
invitation to all the A'I'umni, and alx>ut two hundred and 
fifty clergymen responded to the call. Mr. Brainerd was 
one of a committee of four, including Dr. John O. Owen, 
Edwards A. Park, and J. Q. A. Edgoll, to call together his 
own class, which graduated in 1831. The class numbered 
fifty on leaving the seminary, and twenty-two returned, 
after au interval of tweuty-seven years, to greet each 
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Other once ninro at thix Hhriric of early aRoclions and 
reliffiuiiM consccrntion. Aflrr rtiRnffinif in prnyt-r, each 
wan invited to recount tlie history of tht> twenfy-wvcn 
vearH g'one by. Such a review was full of interest to 
tboMi who hod parted in the fre^llne^s of early manhood, 
and now met af^in, worn and (rruy-liairvd'men, with their 
varied exj»erienec of- joy and Korrow. 

The jioUtical horizon thii* year In-jfan to Ije oVerelomled 
with unniiHtakttblv tokeiix of the cominf? Htorni. Not fully 
credited as yet at the Nortli) nut, |M-rha|)K, ftulBciently 
heeded ; but the defiant, reekleHH xpirit of the South wafi 
met by a firmer and more resolute expreHxion of public 
■cfitinient at the North on tbu "irrepressible" qucHtion of 
slavery. 

The public journnls took a hijriier ground of principle in 
their diseusNions than iHjforc. Mr. Itrainerd'H M'nipatliiett 
■were eH|iecially drawn toward the, articles of Dr. Court- 
land Van UcnHselaer, on slavery, in the Preithylerian 
Magazine, iuMomueh that ho wns led to a»Hurc him' by 
letter of hia earnest approval of hiH views. lie received 
the following reply from Dr. Vaa RensBalacr, a few dayii 
after : - 

"D««, Ili1l,18i8. 

"Rev. A!n> diak Sir: 

"I r«>eeived, with a great deal of RatiHfoction.'your fra- 
ternal letter, espreHHiug your approbation of my articles 
on slavery in reply to Dr. Armxtrong. It in not often 
that I care for nianV judjfment, one way or the other, pro- 
vided I think that I am clearly right ; but, on tliiH great 
and intricate «{uegtion of Hiavcry, I eonfetiti that many 
auxieties have come acroHS my mind, and that I have 
been oven solicitous to know what opinion g«iod and wise 
men entertain of my views. Your letter hai* cheerutl me. 
It is strong testimony from one who has examined the 
subject, felt its perplexities, and is able to form du opinion 



» ULTRA ISM IS THE 80UTJT. Hf 

tcor/A hai-ing lit the vr^er. Ploane to acwpt my Ihinki 
for conimuiiicolin^ with nio on tli<« xuhjrct, an<l for oncour- 
>ginK ■»(■ in tliu linrd work I Imvu ImU to <>neounti>r. 

" A» ri'gnniH tln> South, thi-rn have Im-ch Toarful aifrns 
of ultruirtni in the |)iilitlral world, I'ven to the rvrival of 
Iho «lavi'-trn«U', and to the peri^fruliim of indivuluaU for 
their private. u/iin(iiiit in opi)<v*ilion l» ertremeit. Tlila 
ultrainni hns thri-otcncd an invasion into tlio church. 
Tliunk (Jod! our ti-Hiiniony of 1818 r<-iuain>< uninipuired, 
%t\i\ cunnevfr Im> allfrM. Otir own church in the South 
((). S.) haM iK'en tdijfhiiy uffccli'd, 1 R-ar, l>y the prevailing, 
chan^' in public Kcntinicnl, hut. I do not think that many 
have left ilie old ground occuf>ied l»y the falhcro, and that, 
after a little rcHection, even tiicHc will return to the old 
belief. 

" Again thanking you for your xympatliy and the kind 
expreofiiou of your upprobaiion, 

" I am yours frtitcrnally, 
. " C. \'an Rcnmilakr. 

"RcT. T. Bbiixiro, U.D." 



CHAPTER XII. 

JOHN Blown— THK WAE. 

DURING the intenm excitement whirh Ktlended the trial 
and execiitton of •' Joim Drown," of Omawntotnie, the 
writer sent to the ^mfricon Prrxbyterian the narrative of 
the 8c)ittl)*h martvr, " John Hrnwn,-' whom ClaverhouHe 
•hot with his own hand liircauMf \w refuMMl to hctray the 
place of concealment of one "f the ijersecuted miniHtem of 
the goHpel, anionf( the Covcnantern, for whom Claverhouae 
waa Marching. The piece concluded with the quaint epi- 
taph: 

** C)avtn might murder godl j Brown, 
Bat goald nut rub Ilia of bii crown." 

To this thrilling Rtory of Professor Wilson's was simply 
added the following paragraph : 

"The coifrts of Virginia and Oor. Wise may execute 
John Brown ; but there will be another monument erected, 
and another century couplet thereon inscribed : 

'Allhnagh jon nnrdpr godi; Brown, 
You rnnmti roh kim of kit frown V 

And his death may ' light tuck a firt'' in our land as will 
never be extinguished until the principles of true liberty 
enlighten the nation. As truly as ' the blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the church,' so surely will the blood of free' 
men be the well-spring of liberty I ' Un that is higher than 
the highest regardetb it;' and we deal with One uiho doe$ 
not settle accountu in December."* 

•John Brown wtiexeoatcd Dcwmbtr 2d, IgiO. 
(848) 
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Mr. lirainnnl n'a>> roailinff tlic articlf i<oon nfter tlio pnp<>r . 
came in, wlion I fiilcrol tlip room and wiid, "What do 
you lliiiik of my conlrilmtioii 7" 

" Did you i*eiid lliin to tli«' paper V \w rpplit-d. " It wifl 
never do to indoriic John Brown'x raid in this w»y.'>' . 

*' I ha?o not indoTMvd il," I answcrvd ; " 1 iiaw only 
iui[)lii>d tiiat Ood will jndornt- it." ,' 

Th<>-ni'xt morning I>r. llonghton (thi>n editor of llio 
Amrrivan Prrnhijlvrian) calU-d at I)r. Ifrainord'x hoiiso, 
K8 pal(> ax tho pa|H>r <in which his Joiirniil wan printi-d, 
and Httid that one, ajid another, an<l another, including 
one of the city clergyiiieu. hud culled at hiri olBir, and, in 
" fear and great wrulh,*' iKTemptorily ordered their paiHT 
fttop|>cd. 

Mr. Drainerd leaned hack in bin chair an<l luughcd im- 
moderately, for him. Itut he told Dr. Houghton that ho 
would do the Ih-hI lie eouhl to get IiIm wife and the pa|N-r 
uilt.of this tterapo. He wrote haxtily the following explana- 
tory note, on hiH own reripon.tibility, which was puhlishcii 
in the next week'a inxue : 

"The article on our lir.ft page last week, entitled ' John 
Drown,' WUH written l>y a luily whone symputhicH iinve JM-en 
excited by the proKpedivc execution of a man. whom the 
(Jovernor of Tirginiu has publicly pronouiic<>d 'bruve, 
lionoKt, and iiiiiicvre.^ It waa fur from h(!r intention to 
JuatifV, directly or Indirectly, the sanguinary enterprise of 
Harp<'r'8 Ferry. She Mill believes that true public policy, 
as well aH a eonniderate charity, claims eXecutU'e clemency 
fur the few Rurvivin^.olfenderH. The promotion of thit< end 
wan the object of her article." 

The pro-nluvery ChrUtian Ohxerver opened fire on tho 
unfortunate paragraph with its heaviest tuttteriett; rung 
all manner of furcuHtic and nneering changes on the phrase 
"godly John Urown," which were echoed iu some of the 

M 
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DPCular papers m well as in (bo religious exrhnrigt'X rmm 
other cities. 

, The Wanhinglon Star and the Chartei>ton (!*.C.) ^Vmc* 
fquoted the pam^rapli, witireoniiiienttiof Soutlu'rn liberality. 
' The Frankfort (Ky.) Yi'uman hail an nrtiele, untlerKtood 
'to Im) from the p<!n of Vice- President Jtreckinridge, con- 
taining the following Hentenee: 

" If old 'John Hrown is executed, there wilLI>ethou8aniiH 
to dip their liandkerehicfH in hii< blood ; pilgrimagcH will be 
made to his grave, and the blo<Ml of this martyr will btt as 
seed to thif« fanatical church ; and Qoi-ernor Wise will be 
compared to Julian the Apostate, or Grahame of Claver- 
houne." 

A few d8}-8 after, Dr. Ifoiit;hton called again, with » 
terrible denunciatory letter in bin hand from a PreHbyterion 
clergyman in Mobile, dated DecemlM-r I4tb. 1859, and fill- 
ing three pages of large quarto-xized writing paper. Among 
other things, the writer says : ' 

" Tirades of abuse, misrepresentation, and falsehood ap- 
. pear daily in every abolition poiMir; the niost ofTensivc of 
which that I have yet seen has ap(K>ared in your columns 
as a leader, on the canonization of ' Godly John Hrown.' 
I will not be one of the number to sustain a pa|H>r in such 
a work. I will excuse you from sending meyourpaper anj 
longer. If your enmity does not extend so far os to refuse 
the balance due you, and you will seitd me your account, 
the money 3h»ll I"* forthcoming. 

. , "Yours, etc." 

Dr. Houghton was, at this time, ready to join in the 
laugh himself; he told Dr. Brainerd that he bad gained 
more subscribers than he had lost by the article in question. 
The people were in advance of the timid journala of the 
day, and hailed joyfully every omen of courage. 

The writer has long since l>ecn abundantly compensated 
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for (Ih) anno}-ancc of thix occuinn. Tlio " Moxumbmt" 
huR lievh buildetl thcM seven ;par« — \ 

" 0/ tktgrent dtvU of Ikt hran i" 

ami while 

, ^Jnhn Broim'i hoily liMBoaldmiag i« th( grsT*, \ 

Hm MMiL It ■Mrrtiay oa.'" > \ 

TIhi Itrav'c old niun won oxi-rutod at ten o'clork a.m., ' 
on the 3d i>r i)i'crnilM.T. 1869. The colored people of \ 
Fhiladolphia olixervod the day with faHtinji^ and prayer — \ 
ralle«l to thiH wrvico by the minixterH of their churches, 

who invited them all t<> niect at ten o'clock A M. " Pro- 

■» 

fientin^f themselves with faBting and prayer ljefore*Qod 
of truth and jiiHtire, whom we arknowledffe b8 the common 
Father of mankind. That to this ever-living Ood and 
Father we may maki^ a umted ap|ieal that He remove from 
\w the miHcricit of oppression, and from our common country 
itH infatuated blindnefif, its Hkeptical apirit, and practical 
ntlieigm ; that repentance and pardon. may lie given to the 
black man and white mai( of thia country ; — to the black 
man, liecauHe bo ha» said in the bitlerncHa of tlie anguish 
of his heart, ' Uo<l has forgotten ua!' and to the white m«n, 
lM>cnutte be has said in the pride and inHolenco of his heart, 
' There i« no Qod !' , 

" It is the opinion of intelligent (Colored men in Phila- 
delphia, that any public demonstrations of feeling in re- 
gard to thitt matter are uowifle and Injudicious, and had 
U^tter be omitted." 

The mode in which Ood "settled Ihit account" U fresh 
in the memory of every American. For this oppressed, 
down-trodden, despised race, he demanded of the flower of 
o'l our sons nearly /»/«! /or ii/e/ 

. . " Four hundred thoaugd men, 

^ The goiid, the brave, the true. 
Lie dckd — fur me Mid ;oa, good friend I 
LiK OBAD — roa ■( ADD tod!" 
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Karly in May of the fi>llowiii)r Hprinjr, 18C0, Dr. Lyninn 
BwrhiT anil Mrt*. Ucii-Iiit modi' a visit of hoiiio weeks to Dr. 
lirainerd, the loMt be was cvi-r to iiiako on I'arih. Tho. 
cloud had Im-kuii to iM-ttle upon the overtaxed hrain of the 
noble ol<l niau ; hut when rouM'd and interected, flaiiheH of 
tbo old fire hroku out, with iti* olil time sparkle and humor. 

The General Anwnibly nivt at Piitshur;? this sprinfr. ai>«l 
•H Dr. lirainerd wqh a dele^rate, he was ohiifreil -lu leave 
home durinjr Dr. Heecber'a visit. lie told Dr. Beeelwr that 
the whole house wa9 at his servire, and to make himself 
pcrfeetly at home in his absence. Dr. lJe«'eher looked up 
with his laMiignant smile and replied, " I slioald have done 
that if you hudn't told me!" On the morning' of his de- 
parture, ho snid, "I wish, doctor, you were goinj? with 
me, as in tinic post. What shull I tell the brethren for 
you?" "Tell them," said Dr. IJeeiber, his eyes filling 
with tears aa ho spoke, " that / rtrmeinber Ihem all and 
luce them all!" 

At the June comninnion, this summer. Dr. Brainerd's 
only daughter joined the ehureh His son had made a pro- 
fession of religion three years iK'fore, while a member of 
■ Yule College, at the commencement of bis Junior year. 

TUK WAR. 

No man ei'er cherished tt keener interest in tho political 
questions which affected the lil)crties of his country than 
Dr. Brainerd. lie kept an an.xioua eye for years upon the 
increasing aggressions and unreasonable demands of the 
Boutb, and felt every outrage upon tho rights of free spt'cch 
mnd free citizenship throughout tho Union, as really as 
though it concerned himself personally. Still, he was re- 
garded as a "conservative" man, in church and state, 
and he so realized the horrors of civil war, that whenever 
it could be done without compromising principle, be recom- 
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mendiHl prudential nicaflorcs to avert the tbrcatonpd cyiln 
which overhung the country. 

But when (lie war was hjrced upon us lij the half mad 
and entirely bad leaders of the rebellion, he accepted the 
iiwue afl lie would have done a decree from Heaven, and 
iK-nt his whole soul to meet it. lie entuled-for the icar 
*« truly as any man who slinuldercd hiit musket, and never 
intermitted h\» Kervieea until Lee surrendered at Appo- 
mattox Court Ilouiie. 

Those acquainted with Mr. Brainerd's nervous excita- 
bility, will remetnlN'r the fluHhed cheek and brow, the flash- 
ing, reeihrsseye, which marked his appearance durinfi^ these 
Tour years of fearful anxiety and conflict. From the hour, 
when the first gun was fired at Furt Sumter, he exerted an 
almost ubiquitous influence in keeping' up the community 
to the highest point of sacrifice and endurance. 

The young men of his congregation caught his enthu- 
siasm, and on the first call of the President for voluntet'rs, 
thirty enlisted at once. As the exigency and the demand 
incrBosed, the supply increased, until one hundred and 
thirty young men connected with bis church and congre- 
gation were serving their country in the army and navy. 

While these young men wore girding themselves for the 
war, — 

" And heavy to the gronnd the Irtt (lark dropa of bktile Teir," — 

Dr. Brainerd was called to stand by the coffin of liieutenant 
John T. Oreble, who was killed at Oreat Bethel on the 
10th of June, 1861,— on«iofhis most l>clovcd yoang friends, 
brought up in his church and Sabbath-school, and now 
brought home for burial, wrilpped in the flag of bis 
country. Dr. Brainerd said of biin then : 

"This young man has fallen in the beginning of tbo 
conflict to preserve this country — our Constitution, our 
prosperity— the liberty of men everywhere, from treason, 

?2* 
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anarchy, aristocrntic oppreMion and final ruin. . He died, 
thai hit country. mi<jhl not die. Ho dii-d, that the grrat 
experiment of Rcir-govcrnment in tiiix land, wliivh hnit 
made man everywhere feel that hu was truly man, might 
not fail, to the despair of humanity itself in all time to 
come." ' 

/ Two or ♦'^^r?" weeks later, in July, Dr. Braincrd'8 only 
son entered the army^ as assistant surp!t-oii, and wa.4 
stationed in the first United States Army Hospital opened 
at Washington, before the battle of Bull Run. 

Amid these scdnes of absorbing interest. Dr. Brainerd 
was obliged to lepve home to fulfill an engogemeut to mak^vr' 
an address at the Quarter Century Celebratifti of Knox^ 
College, at Unlesbiirg, Illinois. ^He was urged to this scr- 
tice by the Rev. Ueorgi' W. Oule, the founder of the col- 
lege, who was the friend of his early years, and with 
whom he always preserved a fraternal intercourse. A year 
later. Dr. Brainerd was culled to write a memorial sketch 
of Dr. Gale, who died at Oalesburg, September 13th, 1^2, 
' which was published in the Prexhylerian Almanac im\.\xtX 
year. 

H.o reached Galesburg on the day of the anniversary. 
At the close of the commencement exercises, on Thurs- 
day, the President introduced Dr. Brainerd to the audi- 
ence. . * 

The Chicago Pre>fbyterian liecordeMhua speaks of his 
address on this occasion : " It was a perilous undertaking 
to stand up l)efore a tired assembly, who had been sitting 
already three hours, and to ftttempt to hold theni willing 
listeners still. Most men in such circumstances would have 
failed ; but th^ doctor by a few well-told anecdotes (and 
he 8cem»to have one all fitted to the place, and adapted to 
every emergency, and no one can tell a story better than 
he) soon put bis hearers in good humor, pleased with 
him, with themselves, andjyith the world generally. 
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"Dr. Braincn) Rpcaks like no other man; ond this ad- 
drcHS was n Kood example of his many excel lonces. It 
was full of important thought, arranged in compact argu- 
ment, witk a|>t and forcihic illustrations, and then deliv- 
er6d in brs easy and yet impressive manner. One of bi» 
hearers, as we pas.scd out of ihe house, said, ' I wish he 
had kept on another half hour.' " 

After leaving Oalesburg, Dr. lirainerd went to Rock 
Island City, Illinois, /o Mec the Migxi^gippi; from thence 
to Toledo, Iowa, to vi.sit his brother. Ue writes from 
^Toledo, July 4th, 18G1: 

,* • * • "I have attended a great 

' Fourth-of:July ' county gathering in this place to-day. 
Aliout two thousand people were present, all bringing their 
dinners and eating in the grove. My speech gained three 
cheers and a tiger ; so that I am quite elated. It was the 
niost curious Fourth-of-July celebration I have ever at- 
tended, and I enjoyed it very much. Next Sabbath I am 
to preach here, and on Monday I mean to leave for home. 
" I am starving for war news, which at home I get 
three times a day. Mny Ood save the country I 

"Love to all I'inc Street Church from the Western 
pilgrim and their friend, 

" TnoMAS Brainerd." 

On the 26th of December of this year, Dr. Brainerd's 
only daughter was married to Henry M. Boies, of Sauger- 
ties, N. Y. The excitements of the war at this time ena- 
bled him to bear the absence of his children better than he 
could otherwise have done. 

When the regiments, which were constantly passing 

through Philadelphia to the seat of war, landed at our 

' steamboat wharves or railroad stations. Dr. Brainerd was 

there to cheer and encourage them, and share, bo far as he 



'J5?' 



> %3^ w? '^'^'''^'?^*^*^ 



256 I'tFI! OF REV. TnOIIAS BRAWSRD, D D. 

\\m able, in the re»|r*)nsil)ililics of our patriot citizens. At 
the very rommeiicenient of the conflict, wlien the Hoidiera, 
afi yet unused to lon^ marches an<l longer fastin);, Itore 
the evidence of overtaxed energies, the citizens residing^ 
in the neijrhlmrhood of their arrival and departure con- 
tributed every ]t<)ssibh! assistance and refre.siimcnt to them. 
All the day loujjf women baked bread and biscuit by the 
bushel ; niiide eofTec by the irallun, which they carried out 
to the troops, as they formed in line on the sidewalk. 
These spontaneous offerings suggested to u fe\y enthusias- 
tic men the pliiii of renting a boat-house at the foot of 
Washington Avenue, where the soldiers could be fed with 
more convenience and comfort than in the public street. 
The suggestion was acted upon at once ; with rough'boardu 
laid on supporters for their tables at first, but rapidly ac- 
cumulating new acco(uniodutluns, under the ainio.st super- 
hunlau extortions of those engagiul in the work, until the 
"Union Vouintf^er Uefbesiimknt Sauion" furnished to 
He.ven hundred Ihousahd nwn, going and returning through 
Philadelphia, a.s good a nieltl'as they could have pri)i;ured 
at any well-appointed hotel. Comforts, and even luxuries, 
were daily added. The building wos enlnrged, with the 
addition of hospital, bathing-room, oflico for writing, fur- 
nished with stationery and po.stagc-stanips free, where, 
<]uring ten minutes' delay or leisure, the soldiers could nuiil 
a letter to the fandlies they had just left, and cheer them 
with the report of their present comfort. The pecuniary 
supplies for this gigantic provision rolled in with an un- 
ebbing tide, under the energetic and unwearied efforts of 
the committee in charge. Furniture for the house and 
table were donated by merchants and mechanics until no- 
thing was lacking to complete the cstablishiuent. Floored, 
whitewashed, adorned with pictures and flags, brilliantly 
lighted w-ith gas, the place glowed with the patriotism, the 
ho|)e, and the love which originated and sustained it. 
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This description is iipcessary l>cciiiisic this plnce l>epnnio 
to Pr. liraincnl the pallatlium of iiis hopes, the theater of 
hia laljors, ami the seeuc, tu iiini, of many of tiie most 
thrilling incidents of the war.. If ever discoura)((!mcnt, or 
doobt or fear, was gaining the ascendency, in the darkest 
days of the rebellion, a visit to this |)Iace dispelled it. The 
fresh troops coming in, with their fresh zeal and unfalter- 
ing resolution — the determined purpose of every one con- 
nected with this, institution to persevere to " the last drop 
of blood in every heart and the last dollar in every purse," 
nerved the hopes of the most desponding. Almvu all, lie 
here found the full meiisure of his own enthusiasm met 
and carried out in aliving stream of patriotic beneficence. 

Dr. Urainerd's admiration was unbounded for these dis- 
interested workers, who, without an emotion of selfishness, 
or a thought of reiuiineration, "enlisted for the wor." They 
stood at their post, sleeping and waking mt the "tap of 
the drum," often not seeing their own homes for thrc-* 
nights in succession. While one or two failed under this 
]irotraeted labor and e.tcitement, the enthusiasm wliicb 
nerved this noble little band endowed them with "strength 
equal to their day," and they lived to " welcome back" the 
worn veterans of the war with the same hopeful energy 
which cheered them on in the lieginning. The exhaiistless 
supplies, from the warm hearts of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, at the rate of one hundred and fifty dollant a day, 
lusted while the rebellion lasted, and the need of the army 
lasted, and would have been doubled had the need de- 
manded. 

Dr. Brainerd was not an idle s|ieetator, contented with 
the selfish enjoyment of this grand wcwk. From its earliest 
organization he endeavored to promote both its popniar 
reputation and its pecuniary resources He was roiineeted 
with many agencies for promoting these ends; at one time 
speaking at festivals and gatherings, where the culleetioua 
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wprc de»igncil for this " Snlooii," and at others, lecturin); 
ilireclly for l|ip same olijfft. He was vi-ry HUccoHitfiil in liii* 
appeals for monpy to thi> wcultiiy, patriotic fitiz<>n« of Phil- 
ndelpliia; and while on a vixit to Waxhin^ton he obtained 
jravc from the Secn^tary of the Xavy to exliiiiit the rebel 
ram "Atlanta," lyiny nt the Philatlelphin doek, for the 
iM-nefit of thiH Refreshment Saloon. Quite a handsome 
sum was realized from this wmree. No wonder this plaee 
was a wholesale store-iioiise of joy and hope for those who 
loved their country as Hr. Hruiiierd did. 

^From memoranda furnished by Suml li. Fales, Esq., Cor* 
rewpondinjr Secretary of the " Committee" of the " Union 
Volunteer Kefreshment Saloon," wo gather the following 
items : 

" Dr. Brainerd was always railed npcjn by our Cora- 
niitlec to s|M!ak for us. ami in ull our appeals for aid the 
Committee always rtTt-rred to him as an indorser. He 
wan present, took an active part, and made an addres.s on 
the occasion of layinjf the corner-stone of onr littlahoa- 
pital, in September, 18l!3. He also made addresses in 
the Saloon at the openin<f of two different ' fairs' ( 18G2 and 
1803; held at the Saloon. 

.^' January 1 1th and April 24lh, 18^3. Dr. Drainerd 
preached in the Saloon. In t lie, eoriy part of the year 1863 
religious service was held in our building every Sundoy 
nijicht. In May he accompanied the men.ilwrs of tlii; Ueii- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church to the Saloon, 
and made an address. He said, ' That if every lK>am, post, 
and lintel could speak, they would be eloquent in praise of 
what had been done there in the causi* qf Christian piiilan- 
thropy and patriotism.' 

" He han often lH>en called upon to pray by the lM>dside 
of sick and dying soldiers in our hospital, and frequently 
attended their remains to the grave. 

" When the Ladies' Committee wa« getting up the 
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MK-and fliprul fair, Dr. llraincnl frnvc tii<-iii a lottcr of 
iiitrodui-liori to Mrn. Tlionins LuiiiiuT, of Wiliiiiii<rtoii, 
m'l.,*froin whom a lilioral donation wan rccfivcd, both for 
the fair and the hospital. 

" Dr. Hraim-rd was pn-rtcnt and made an address at tint 
fftiHinf; of the larffv gilt foglc ovi-r tliv Union V. U. Saloon, 
January 3d, ]863. 

" IJut it is impossible to state what he bos done f4>r the 
Holdic-rs, our Saloon, and the country. Jh n-(u ahraij* 
doinij Homelliiiifi for (hi' rauxr ; from tin- firsi he identified 
himself with our Committee, and felt a deep inten-.^t in 
our institution, and wasi always our warm und Hteadfu.-4t 
friend. He fully sympathizeil witii us in our efforts for 
the romfort and refreshment of our l>rave soldiers, and 
fhwred us on in our pathway of duty. 

"January 12th, 18ti3, after a heavy snow-storni. Dr. 
Urainerd railed at the Saloon, and handed in the sum of 
forty dollars. This amount was received by the doetor 
through the Kev. Dr. Kva, and was a contribution from 
the Young Ladies' Hible Class of the First I'resbyteriiin 
' Church, Kensington. The doctor being pres.<ed for time, 
would not dismount, and I was oblige<l to write the re- 
ceipt routing on the shoulder of his horsi'. Dr. Hrainerd 
was, from the first, a constant visitor, even to the close of 
our institution. Having commissioned Mr. Kdward .Moran 
to paint for mo a series of views of the Saloon, I culled 
upon the doctor and stated that as he was iilentified with 
our Saloon, and l)cloved by our Comnditec, I was exceed- 
^^igly anxious to introduc*; him and hin old hornt in one of 
the pictures, and wished him to sele«rt some pleasant inci- 
. dent connecting him with our operations. A few days 
afterward he informed mo that he had chosen the abuve- 
nieniioned occurrence, which the artist has most truthfully 
depicted, ♦ 

" SamL. B. Falu. 
"PHiLADKi.rau, Dm. 5lli, |8M." 



260 LIFE OF RE7. TttOMAS BRAINERD, D.D. 

" In the four nnd a half yonrs of their l^iJwrs the ' Saloon' 
fed J)ct\veenei(tht nnd nine inindred thoU!*snd soldierii, and 
expiended ahout 100,000 doiiurit in money, aside from sup- 
plies. The Saloon ho!<pital had (hirinjr the war owirly 
fifteen thousand patienl^<. 

" The women eonneeted with these Saloons, with a pa- 
tienee and fidelity whieli has never In-en surpassed, winter 
and summer, in cold and heat, at all hours of nisrht as 
well as day, at the liooni of the sif^nal-^nn hastene<l to 
the Saloons, nnd |)repnred those ample n-pasts whieh 
made Philadelphia the Merea to which the soldier turned 
longingly during his years of army life. These women 
were aeeustonied to care for their own households, and do 
their own work, and it n-quired no small degree of self- 
denial and patriotic zeul on their part, after a day of tho 
hous<'kee|H>r's never-ending toil, to ri.-ie from their Iteds at 
midnight (for the trains bringing soldiers came oftener at 
night than in the daytime) and go througli the darkness 
or storm a considerahic distance, antl toil until after sun- 
rise at the work of cooking nnd dish-washing. 

" Mrs: Mary 11. Wade, a widow, nearly eighty years of 
age, a woman of remarkable energy and p<'rseverance, was 
as constantly at her post, as faithful, and as efficient as any 
of the Executive Committee of the Saloon. Suffering from 
s{,ight lameness, she literally hobbled down to the Saloon 
with a cane, by night or day, but she was never absent. She 
■is a native of Philadelphia, and the widow of a sea-captain.'' 

Dr. Brainerd learned that a ivglment from Lewis County 
w.as organized, under the command of Col. Wheelock, oho 
of his old pupils, and addnmsed to him the following letter : 

,, rt i\r "PHIL4DILPRIA, Jan. Ittb, 1882. 

" Cot. Wn^KLOCK. 

"DbabSir: 

\ " A Jfoonuille Herald, sent mo by a friend, furnishes de- 
lightful evidcneo of tho patriotism of my native region. 
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Forty years «go, you were my pupil in the old schonl- 
houH<>. I daim some riplit, tlnTcfori-, to coiifjfrntulatc you 
on the confidence ^'liich has placed you at the head ^of the 
brave men of the Hlack lliver country for a conflict the 
most important ever waged by man for lilM.>rty and order. 
May Ood blemt you and your reijiment/ 

"If the North fails in this contest — if traitors are allowed 
to kill our country and bn^ak down our Constitution, men 
hereafter will Im; afraid to attempt self-government ; and 
tyrants will reign by the grace of Qod, ^minting to our 
anarchy aa their apology for putting chains on the necks 
of their subjects. No matter what it costs, we must rescue 
our country from peril. 

" My only son, carefully educated and highly promising, 
is in. the flehl. He may fall ;^ if so. I will say, — I had 
rather have my dcnd son, fallen fur his country's salvation, 
than see him an ingrate to the land tlintgnvo him birth. 
But I took up my pen to say t'lat I'hiludelphia has given 
a good meal to every soldier passing through the city. 
We have fed one hundred and ninety thousand already. 
When your regiment comes 1 want to be' on the spot to 
give them 4 word of cheer, an well as a cup of coffee. 
' "May I at-k you to telegraph me from New York, or if 
that is not convenient,' when you reach the Saloon in this, 
city, tell the managers to let me know you arc here? 
" With great respect, yours truly, 

" TU0MA8 BbAINERD." 

Thc evening this regiment was expected, Dr. Brainerd 
waited at the Saloon until after ten o'clock, when a telegram 
was' received, stating that it would be near morning before 
the regiment could reach the city. By invitation of Mr. 
, Arad Barrows, President of the " Committee," Dr. Brai- 
nerd went to hia liousc and obtained a refreshing sli>ep of 
aomo hours l>eforc the signal-gun was fired announcing 

2a 
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the arrival of the rpj?imont. II« thrn n'|»nirp<l to the Saloon 
to welcome his northern townsmen. Ho recojfnized anionic 
the men aiiunilHT of aeqiiaiittuncex, and a still larjrer niim- 
Ikt of thcni were the sons of his early friends. After talk- 
ing with them imiiviiiuully, \w innile an address to the 
regiment, to whieh Col. Wheeloik responded. This regi- 
ment did good service for their country, lint tiie hrave Col. 
Whcclock early fell among the slain. 

Sonic 'months later, Dr. Hrainerd was present at a town 
meeting in IJooiiville, Oneida Ctiunty, New York, held for 
the purpo.ic of enrolling voliint*:ers. A sufTicient sum was 
snhscrilK'd to f>ay every V(dunleer front the town fifty dol- 
lars, in addition to all other l>onnties. Says the Jtooiu-illi! 
JJvrald: 

" The liusincHs of the meetinglM'ing tlnis disposed of, the 
Itev. Dr. Krainerd, of IMiiladelpliiii, who is spending a few 
days in this vicinity, — M« I»r. Itrainerd who has so en- 
deared himself to the heart of every patriot in tliu lan<l,hy 
his activity and zeal in connection with that blessed asso- 
ciation which was formed in his city soon after the rclK'l- 
lioD broke out, whoso mission is to furnish refreshmentis to 
all the loyal soldiers passing through that city to the seat 
of war, — then gave the meeting one of the niost patriotic 
and soul-stirring addresses to which it has ever Ihtji our 
good fortune to listen. When he was about to stop s|K>ak- 
ing, the cry, ' Oo on 1 go on !' came from every part of the 
hall. Ho replied, 'He could talk indefinitely on the suli- 
ject;' and we Indieve the audicMc,e would have sut and 
listened an indefinitv length of time also." 
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CH ATT Ell XJII. 

OVARTEK CF,NTI;RY SERMON AND FESTI\'AI.. 

TriE first of Fclirimry, 18r.2, was tlie QimrtiT Tcnfiiry 
Anniv('ri<nryof Pr. Bniiiir-nlVsottU'lnpnt in Piiu- Street 
Churcli. We nmke fn-e cxtraels fnun hi* scrninn on this oc- 
rflsion, wlu'ro it iH a rcviow of tiin work, or u nicital of thfc 
••v«ntsof tliispcrioii. Tlu? ]iul>licalion of tin- Hcrmon was 
r«>quo8tccl l>y monilM-rK^of tlie confrregation, or» tho ground 
that it Vfan a valimble doetimpiit ax a part of tli<> lii^itory 
of Pini' Street Cliureli. In complying willi tiicir roqnent, 
Dr. lirainerd said : " Und'.'r the touching rcniinisceneea of a 
quarter of a century, it neenied to he a lime when n pastor 
WOB' allowed to Hpeak more of himself than good taHte 
would orilinarily justify." 

He preached [toni the text, " Ye know from the first day 
that I cnme into Asia, after what nuinncr I have hocn with 
you in all Hcasons." Acts, x.x. 17.* 

" That minister of the gosiM-l must Iw a pure and happy 
man, who can n-view years of past labor without self-re- 
proach, and who can lioldly apiieal to his hearers to atleitt 
hiif fid<>lily. Paul enjoyed this e(iiinent satisfaction. He 
calls the elders of Kphesu8 to iM'ar witness to the holiness 
of hit) life, the soundness of his dtM'triues, the fearleHsnesa 



*ThU Mrmou «»• deillcMwt to John C. F«rr, Bm)., the anle mnimr nf 
lit Itonrd nf KUim whu Mnctiuncd Mr. Breioanl'a okll to Otd Pine 
Stmt Church io 1830. 

(863) 
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of his reproofs, the tpinlcrnrss of liis symplTthy, f he cncrpry . 
of liis labors, anil the fullness of his ehnrify. J 

" Your pastor shrinks from npplyini; such a test to hiif^ 
Quarter of a Century of service in this sanctuary. Ho' 
feels more like hiding his face in the dust, and sayin;; : ' I 
have done the things I ought not to have done, and have 
left undone the things I ought to have done.' 

"But though it is less safe for themselves, it is equally 
proper for modern ministers to np)>cal to the judgment 
their hearers may pronounce. If olile to lM>ar the scrutiny, 
they may use it for their comfort. If rightly censured for 
their uTifaithfulness, they need it for their humiliation, 
penitence, andj||rf|^^ 

" >'^t<)nd^|fl^3p||K'Mi tiMlny, at the end of a Quarter 
of a C«|flpffliny : ' Ye know after what manner I havo 
be.en wiTn you in ail seasons.' You have known me flronr 
youth to gray hairs ; you hove known my manner of lifo 
at home and abroad, in sickness and health, in juy and 
Borrow. \(i have known me ns a neighbor, citizen; pastor, 
and preacher of the gospel. I have \h'ci\ with you in all 
seasons; in }'our prosperity and adversity, your sighs and 
your songs. I have been with some of you from infoncy 
to manhood ; and with some of you from manhood to old 
age. At your fasts and feasts; at your weddings and 
your funerals; I iiave been with you. You havo the 
materials for judging, and you have the right to judge . 
nic; and I submit to your verdict. In saying this, I ap- 
prehend that I hSve less to feor from your severity than 
your partiality. I shrink not so much from the scrutiny 
of my congrcgatioli, as from my own self-inspectiou aud 
from the searching eye of (Jod. 

"And on this Quarter Century Anniversary-, it is proper 
to remind you, that our notations are reciprocal. I have 
owed duties to you aud you have owed duties to mo; 



rJoTE 



QUMTER CKXTURY SERMON. 265 

nnd roll may tratiopow the text ami bbv: 'Our )mRtor 
knows afltT wliat manner we liavo been witli him in -nil 
KenAOHH.' We have had hii< 8('rviw!»>we havt- hnil hia 
KUHtenantT, his ropiilation, his comfort, liis'uKcfulni-ss very 
Vmuch in our hands; ami he knows afti'r what manner wc 
have Ijevn with him, in all seasons. This mutual review 
of twenty-five yeors' relation of pastor and jMHiple, has in 
it great solemnity ; a soleniniiy only imrpassed by our 
final meetinj? at the judirment-seat of Christ. 

" In reviewing these mirtiy years passed together, 1 
think wu shall he able to nmke common record. 

"I. On the pillar u-hirli, in Ihf pihjrimnge «/ liff, tre 
net up ItMlay, ice are prrjmrvd Id initcriln: a record of 
ijraiitude. — 'Goodness and mercy have followed us' 
through these twenty-five years. 'The lines have fallen 
to U9 in pleasant places, and wu have had a goodly heri- 
tage.' We have had twenty-five years together, in the 
best age of the world ; in a land the most abundant, most 
intelligent, and most free; in a city Iteautiful, healthful, 
and prosju'rous; concentrating almost every intellectual, 
.artistic, and social appliance for our instruction, our recre- 
'ation, and our enjoyment. With an open liible, and full 
liljerty to worship Ood according to our consciences; our 
thousand Sal)baths and praying circles ; our blessed revi- 
vals of religion ; our mingled prayers and songs ; our 
Hweet sacred festivals ; our Christian friendships ; our 
days of pleasant activities; our home evenings, and our 
nights of safe and refreshing n.'posc— all continued through 
a quarter of a century! ' What shall we render to the 
Lord for all his bi'nofitsf 

» • * * *■ • * • • 

" For myself, my heart is overborne with a sense of obli- 
gation to-day. Twenty-five years ago 1 iM'gan my labors Jierc, 
literally 'in fear and much trembling.' 1 had a magnified 

2:j* 
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Rppreb«!ii8ion"of Ihe dijriiity and critical severity of a con- 
gregation ill tliix ^reat Eni>tern iiielropolirt. I hnd o din- . 
trust of my own tuleiits, my actfiiin'ments, my lieaith, and - 
my piety. I have always had a heau ideal of exeeltenco 
in Hcrnionizinp^ which has mocked my nttaininentH. I have 
con!<titiitionaIIy an awful reverence for (lod, and a shrink- 
inx humiliation, under the ftpprehell^<ioIl of the sublimily 
.of tlio Infinite. Tbo thoiijrjii of the imiiiortal xoiil; of tiro 
deep, vast, eternal realities of a hidden existence, over- 
power nie. When I came to this city I could not enter a • 
]uilpit without trenililiiifr. I cannot do it yet. Thin pe- 
culiar awe of the solemnity of standiii)^ up in the name of 
Uod, has had much to do with the physical cjipscM which 
compelled me, at one peri(Kl, for three years, to niY while • 
I preached to you. By the couns^el of friends, and what 
Bcemcd to be duty, by a strong will, and trusting in (tod, 
'I pre8s<'<l over my fears to accept the charge of I his church. 
You know the result. My brethren around me have died, 
and I ain still in vigorous health. Other uiid perhaps 
better pastors have found difficulties, and have Injen dis- 
missed.* We are as firmly united as ever. Othcnfhurchcs 

* " I Kem to IwlnnK almniit ta ■ |>Mt (cenrntloii, lhnuf{h I lull torn* 
jem yet of ' thmnrun'.' Timr him lirnUKhl f("'*' chungrt In llic rhnrohei 
•ml miiiiiilerg of Ihe Prerbjlerian denoininili'in, diirinf; m; n-fiilrnoc in 
PbiUdplphiii. Arrk SirrtI Ckiirrit b»» hail Ihrce pnitort; Waterman, 
Thompnon, anil Wadawnrth. Strimd CAmrA, Iwo; Cnjrlrr and 8bi«lda, 
Klnnlk TikarcA, Iwo: Qranl and Kdwardf. SUlk C'tarrA, Ibrre; Win- 
cheater, Jonrf, and llarhaagh. Ct»trnt Ckurtk, t«o: MoDowall and 
Clark. StrtKik Ckurrk, aix ; McCalla, III; the, Lord, RulTner, Kogera, and 
Crowell. .S'cul<' dkurtk, three ; MoCalla, Maeklin, and Citnklin. Slarimen' 
Ckurtk, tmoi Douglaa and Kipley. /'oiirfA CiarrV, fuur ; McCalla, I.iOUKh- 
ridge, Cbeeieman, and Mowrjr. ^i'nIA t'JkarrA, three ; Uibaon, Tudehopa, 
and Blackwood. CAiirrf in A'i>(t ^Irrel ature ffrna, three, al leaat; Dto- 
widie, Janeway, and Chriatian. Simlkwart Ckurrk, three; Judton, 

''^ Adair, and llruen. Cellar Slrnl CkHrek, thrca; Kuitaoe, Itnnix'y, and 

Bmith. t'ini Ckmnk, Jf. I., four; I'attertoo, I'arroll, Kl;, and l<hepberd. 

^,' -UMrut Ckunk, Jf. I., four; Minea, Rood, Wilaon, and Doaiald. >'in« 
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of our dohomination in the vicinity Iravv fnilod, and eomo 
Hol<l out and ri-nioved ; while old Tine Strt-ct Church has 
aiill »ii hnn<lre<l and fiflij membern. 

* * « « * «• • « 
"II. In reviewing twenty-five tfearn paxt to-day, we 
have to mal-e a record of reajmnKiltilitij. — A single inter- 
view with an immortnl soul, on which wu can ini|ircti8 an 
influence for pood or evil that nmHtlnst forever, Ik a serious 
matter. Hut to stand for twenty-live years before one 
thousand souls, all entitled to look up to nic for the teach- 
ing, the sympathy, the example, and the proyers best 
a<lap.tcd to n-flew, sanctify, and save ; to have had twelve 
hundred Sabbath opportunities to preach to such the glo- 
rious gospel; to have had the alTection and cunfidencc that 
adapted them to receive truth from my lips ; to have l)een 
sustained by their earnings that I might he wise to win 
their souls to Christ ; to have had a place in their prayers, 
private and public, that I might Ih; 6tted to do (hem good ; 
to have had a thousand gratuitous tokens of their love, 
binding them to my heart ; all this presses on my thoughts 
to-d«y. 



Ckurch, KtminjtoH, two; Chitaillrr and Evn. n'Mttni Ckurcl>, four; 
Patton, Rioharila, (lilb«rt, and ISiiiith. lugnH Si/Hare, four ; UitIi, SI oon, 
Brown, and I'atlon. MuKiun CImirk, (hrra ; Drjudalc, Kenihaw, and 
Jobnton. Walniil SirttI, H', /'.,lwo; MoKniglit and Butl«r, Vlixlon Strut, 
four; Todil, Parlicr, UarlThg, and March. 

"The Rer. Juhn Chamber!, R«v. Albert Darnea, and Rct. Henry A. 
Boardmaa, I>.I>., were in Ibcir reii|>«eti<re eburebrs when I rame to tba 
oily. Majr they long eontlnue to edif.v and alrengtben thv churchea. 

" In other denominalions, miniaterial ebangee have been ai frequent ai 
tn our own ; lo that old padora bar* leen evvcral gcueraliuna of tbeir 
eWrteal brethren. 

" It*ia pleaiani to remember thai I har* lived In peace with all ; and 
with man; of rojr bratbron in the niinialry, of all dcnoulnatiima, have 
had deligbtrul aucial intcroourte. Aa I have given tbcae atatiatica fruM 
Uiemorjr, there ma; be aoma omiaaioni or miaapprebenaiona. 
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"In your relation ns hoarcrH of tlic gosiwl . through 
twenty-live years, you know Jimt a fearful responsibility 
ha8 also rested upon yon. You will ask yourselves, have 
I fully availed myself of every opportunity to hear tho 
jj^jspel froiifniy pastor's lips? When I have asked him 
to stand in the pulpit 8ulil)atli morning, afternoon, and 
lecture cveninjf, have I filled my place in the pew? Have 
I estimated the gospel, embraced it, lived it, spread it? 
Have I loved ni}' pastor as much as I asked him to love 
me? Have I sympathTzed as deeply in his trials its I ex- 
pected him to sympathize in mine? Uave I hound mywlf 

Jiear while I bound hini to speak; and lived truth as 
eariiNslly as I rt'<piired him to preach it ? Has there been 
deep failing in the pews, while I dentanded feeling in the 
pulpit fj These are soh^ifin (|ueslions to carry over our 
twentylivc years' relation of pastor and people. 

my* * ««« * tf m * ■■ 

"llf. And the, quarter century has itit reeord of mr- 
. row. — I speak not now of our sins but of our afflietiond. 1 
have often wept with yon, and y<)U have \Vept with nie;a8 
we laid our loved ones down in that sleep, which on earth 
has no waking. In tho last twenty-five years nearly all 
our dwellings have at some time l)cen ' hou.ses of niourn- 
Ing.' As 1 look over this house after twenty-live jf ara, I 
see the ravag«'s which death has wrought. In the middle 
aisle, I iKjlievo but three are left alive, who were its pew- 
iiolders when I came. In other portions of the house, 
death has been equally busy. I may well ask: 'The 
fathers, where are they f' < 

"Of the elders of this church, William Nassau, W. B. 

Duffield, Robert W. Davenport, James H. Eaton, Thomas 

. MeLeod, Dr. Samuel McClellan, Levi Eldridge, F. A. Uay- 

bold, and John II. McMulliii, men that bore to you the 

sacramental emblems, have all gone to join the 'four-and- 
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tieenlij ehlen who stand Ix-fore the Throne' of Ood in 
heaven. Thonjrh I was their poHtor, I fi-lt. in rrjrard to 
some of them, willing to mit at tlieir feet. In life and death 
they were enwaniples alike to the po.«tor and the flock. 

" The beloved physicians have died, as others. Wo 
have together stood at their open graves and wept that we 
were to see them on earth no more. 

"The mothers in Israel, 'noble women not a few,' true- 
hearted wives, lovely maidens, and cherished little ones, 
as well as young men in the pride of their manhood, wo 
have followed to their narrow house. 

" I have stood at many a death-lx'd and many a grave 
here, and spoken words of consolation, which my own 
heart craved as deeply as your.*. How could it Iw other- 
wise when death wn^ robbing me of my dearest, most 
trusted earthly friends ? * 

"My most impressive recollections to-day are connected 
with these scenes of bereavement and burial. By cholera, 
by yellow fever, by water, and by fire ; by sudden violence, 
ordinary disease, and expiring age ; by every form in which 
death conies, I have met it among you. I have attended 
more than eight hundred funerals of every age, color, char- 
acter, and condition. I have gone to the grave-yard with 
the poor and obscure ; a hearse and a few followers oo 
foot; and I have gone with Jlie affluent and a nnmerous 
train, and insLsted on the vanity of earth by the cofflns of 
such men as John Price Wetherill, James Fassitt, Joel B. 
Sutherland, A. H. Simmons, and F. A. Raybold. 

" I have sat a hundred times in the dim light and close 
atmosphere of the dying chamlH>r, and with aching head 
and heart have we watched and prayed while humanity 
was struggling with life's last agonies. Little do those 
know the heart of a pastor who regard him asa 'hireling;' 
giving so much service for so much money. His office, as 
it widens bis friendship, doeiieus his aOections ; and sends 
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him H« a coii»tant moiirniT to tlip prrave of wmio friond ; or 
veiU liini in lliv (lrH|K<ry of tlie liniisc of tnourrtiiij^, and 
alnioMt fixrs~iiiH nioimioh in the valley of dcntli. 

"I hav« not Kpokcn of my personal and family afflic-, 
tionH, of slokncHP or of death. These I have only shared 
with you. 

* * * * * * * * «* 
" Wliile we wept they have rejoiced. Our tears have 
begun, where theirs were forever wiped away. 'lUvwed 
are. the tlraii ' of |()id I'ine Street Cliureh. ' ivho han- liii-d 
in Ihc Lord; for Iherj rexl from Ihfir Inborn, and l/tfir 
works do/ollow them.' 

" RpniPnilM'rdl arc tlio iNwI I Tlify hnve liiin ilnwii, 
Iti'lii'vinff tlitit when all our work in <l»ti« 
Wc woiiltl 11c iluwn li«ffi(le thrni, — an<l lie nmr 
,.,^ When the U^t trump nhirll vunininn. to fulil up 

Tho trniling flock, and with Ihc pruini'c*, 
Who^e wordu could sweeten death. 
Take up onco more the intcrruptcfl strain. 
And wait Christ's coniinK. saj'lng : ' Ifar nm I, 
Ami thote Khom thvu Aiitl giren inc .'* 

'' IV. We are allowed lo-day to make a record of prog- 
re«*.— Bui for tlio dark shade now over our Southern 
horizon, I should like to nliiide to our national growth in 
twenty-five years ; our augmented territory, our (loiil>]ed 
population, our inereaseil coniiueree and weallli, our iron 
roads and invented teleffroplis and power-pre.>is<'s. Twenty- 
five years have wrought great national changes. In the 
winter of 1S3A I eaine from Cincinnati to settle in this 
cbureli, hy stage — a ten days' journey. It can now he 
traveled in thirty hours. Our city then had not half of 
its present popululion. It then nunihereil 2.'i'.000; now wo 
have C00,000.» The foundation of Uiraid College had just 

• 800,000. 
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iM-j-n laid. Tlic walls i)f \\w OIil VVnlniit Strtft Prison went 
Htniuliiig nt Sixtb anil Wnlntit. Two railrotttli*, one to 
Trpiitoii and one to Colin^iliia (011 tin- first, horsc-iiowi-r 
wnH U8C1I), wore finiMhtMl. Scnrce a |ml)lii: Hchool-lioiiHo 
lia(| Im'oii croctt'd in the city. Wo have made great prog- 
re(»i< pliVHicnlly, in twenty-five years. 

" In religious affairs we have made al.<o some advance. 
. Twenty-five years ago I'liihulelphia had alioiit one hundred 
churches of all denominations. Now it has near four hun- 
dred. Our N. S. Prcsltyterian denoniinati<in then had in 
the city eleven churches; now we have twenty, though 
wo have failed to kei-p up with the population. 

"When I came to this eliurclwdifice it was barn like in 
its aspects. We hud no vesiibuK'; no lecture, Suiiday- 
-Bchool, nor Imsiness room<. Our wi'ckly leeti;res were 
held in thegrt-at, dinily-lighled church; our Sunday-school 
In ihe high galleries and high-hncked pew.i. We have not 
dwelt ' in ceiled houses,' and allowed, the house of our Ood 
'to lie desolate.' liy the appropriation of thirty thousand 
dollars, all ))aid, you havi- made this edifice worthy of the 
ago and the cause to which il is dtivoted. 

"And while we have cared for ourselves, wu have not 
been unmindful of ofliers. You have given eighteen 
hundred dollars to German Street Church ; five hundred 
dollars to Panulen Cliurch; fifteen hun(lre<^ dollars to 
Green Hill Church; eight hundred dollars to Cedar Street 
Churcli; seven hundred dollars to the Western (Jhurch. 
With some three or four exceptions, every church of our 
dcnohiination in this city has received your contribution 
in the last twenty-five years. 

" We have not been unmindful of our great national 
charities. In 'all seasons,' somo twelve times in each 
year, you hove contributed to the.'*o causes; and your 
charities have jienerally averaired three and four thon- 
Mud dollars a year ; and all told, would probably reach 
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one hundred Ihouaantl dbllnrs in tlit> quarter of a century. . 
Every month we have had also a collection for the poor of 
the church. Be«ide« this, our ' Ladies' Dorcas Society' 
baa gii'en each wintl>r, to the indigent around uh, at Jeaitt 
twelve hundred frarnient?, making thirty thousand gar- 
ments in twenty- five years. 

" I have felt my responsibility to widen out the influ- 
ence of the gosi>el, under Presbyterian forms, as I was 
able, in this city. I counseled the purchase of Clinton 
Street Church, and walked the streets for ten days solicit- 
ing means to pay the first indebtedness. Nine hundred ' 
dollars were advanced by you. My ill health, which 
drove me to Green Hill to reside, was the occasion of my 
interest in building a church there ; and I gave two 
months of successful labor towaril erecting the Gothic 
edifice on Oirard Avenue, wliicti I trust may echo the 
gospel for a thousand years. 

"I was one of four jx-rsons, including the Rev. Albert . 
Barnes, Dr. J. M. Paul, and the late Charles S. Wurts, 
who met to devise the erection of Colvary Church. I 
gave to that church the Thursday evenings of tliirty-si.x 
weeks; lM>gged for it among the wealthy ; subseriU'd five 
hundred dollars, of which you returned me three hundred; 
and traveled first and last near three thousand miles, to 
find them an able pastor. It pays well; for it is a fount- 
ain of truth, at which gtMierations shall quench their 
thirst. 

"By procuring your contributions to the amount of 
nearly oiJc thousand dollars, I was enabled to aid in- 
biiilding a beautiful little church, in a destitute town, on 
the borders of the great Adirondack Forest of New York. 
. I went upwards of four hundred miles to preach at its 
dedication. I have engaged in these enterprises with an 
earnestness, anxiety, and self-<lenial such as I never boro 
to any matter of personal gain, reputation, or eijoymcnt ; . 
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t^iiil the tliouglii tlint tUc.f^o!>pc] will he pri-iurlifd in tlx-su 
. tcmpli'S lonjf after I am dead, is one of my Hwcctiisl rc> 
fluctioiis to-day. 

"Duriiijf my ministry lu-ro I have l)ocn called to dclivor 
■ inn addrt-ss at the layinjr of the corncr-i'tone of Calvary 
Churt'h, Olivet Cluireh, Walnut Street Church, W. \\, 
Ot^rman Street Chureh, Rii<iiip Sun Chureh, Norriton 
Church, Ueesevillc Chureh, Camden Chureh, O. S. Chureh 
at Bridesburjy, Third Chineh, Elizalicthtown, X. .1., Central 
Chureh, Wilininj^ton, i)el., Rev. Mr. Dunning's Church, 
Daltiniore, an<l others. 

"By order of Prewhytery, I organized Calvary Church, 
OrcKfn Hill Church, UiHing Sun Chureh. Camden Church, 
Btpvcrly Chureh, and some others. I was also present in 
the little circle which plnniu-tl the estalilishment of the ' 
Presbyterian House, now a tN-asure to our dcnominati()n. 
The Pretibyferian Quarterly /feci'ew originated in a coun- 
cil of the late Dr. (lilbert, l>r. Parker, llcv. Mr. Barnes, 
and iiiyself. It haa realized, under its able editor, all our 
expectations. 

" I have preached at the installation of the Rev. Dr. 
Jenkins, Calvary Chureh ; Rev. Dr. Darling, Clinton 
Street; Rev. Dr. Patton, Western Church; Rev. Mr. 
Gould, Norriatown ; Rev. Mr. Mears, Camden ; Rev. Mr. 
Bliss, Beverly ; Rev. Mr. Eva, Kensington ; and of some 
others which I do not now recall, as I keep no journal. 
1 have never coveted these services, but have always 
shrunk from them when duty would permit. 

" In respect to all these enterprises outside of my 
church, I have l)een only a co-laborer with my ministerial 
brethren, especially with my friend, the Rev. AMiert 
Barnes, who, if ho brought to the work less enthusiasm 
and impulse, sustained it most cITectually by the steadi- 
11088 of bis purposes and tHo great weight of his character. 

24 
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I mav ny of him, after an acquaintnnco of fwcnly-fli'e 
j'cars, as my neorest clerical neighbor, that 1 have never 
known a man whom I would prefer to lalmr by my .'•itlc ; to 
offer a Ia«t prayer by my dyinjjbed, or nrreet me first at the 
open gate of heaven. Ilia ooiinael, Hympathy, companion- 
fihip, and friendly indorsement haro l)ecn to me a_m>uri-o 
of comfort and iitrength in all my ministry here. Neither 
he nor I have studied our own comfort and proHperity 
only. Wc have aided to build for our brethren l>etter 
church edificca than our own, with the certainty of dia- 
.niiasing to them sumo of our beat members and our 
warmest friends. 

". In these outside labors, I hope I have not roblied you; 
I should condemn myself, if I could rememlwr that any 
interest or cnjoymenl'elscwhere bad ever briln-d nic to nejp. 
lect my duties here. As Qod has given me heulth ami 
grace, I have earnestly sought your welfare. I have 
sought your profit more than your praise ; and btn-n mora 
anxious to ble^s, than to please you. Three times on tli<; 
SablHith and twice in the week I have aimed to be 
with you. I never allowed the love of ease, nor money, nor 
pleasure to detain mo froim church services, when I sui>- 
posed I could do you good. To a call from any sick-lied 
or any bouse of sorrow among you, I have never been in- 
Hcnsible. I have never here courted the ricli and slighted 
the poor; I have not ambitiously made sermons to gain 
a reputation for genius, learning, and taste, rather than to 
benefit my )HK)ple. 1 liav.r not i^hrunk from the avowal uf 
any sentiment, however distasteful, if I thought truth dc-- 
Uianded siicli avowal. 

'* Had I been a better man in heart, in prayer, in medita- 
tion, in life,.! should have done you more good; but God 
to-day give* me the consciousness that I have earnestly, 
continuously, and often with great self-denial of my own 
comfort, labored for your welfare. And here I cheerfully 
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liear my testimonr, nt the end of twcniy-fivc yrars, lliot 
you have Ihh'd nioHt kind, cnnsiderate, indulp^nt, and orirn 
gcncroiifl to your parttor. To mo and my Tamily, with fuw 
exc(>ptiopH, you have all liceii faithful ; and, my dear people, 
in the name of Ood I blena you lo-da>j. 

" Our.uniun anil |Mrace have laittod twenty-five ycari), and 
heneu our prooperity. As a church we have had miuiu 
evils to atrufTf^lu with. The occupation of the caKt part of 
this city with buHim-ns, haa turned the tide of population 
north and west ; to lii;;hcr f^rouml, larp>r xpao', aud more 
ni(Miern dwellings. This emigration, while it hus entirely 
broken up some churches, has had its effect on us. It has 
taken away many of our Ixtst families. It tends to draw 
away from' Old Pine Street our children, when they marry 
and settle in life. It gives a general feeling df insecurity 
to all, as it makes our abidanco in this vicinity doubtful. 

" Uut in spite of all these causes, our church' roll has not 
been diminished. Hitherto our accessions have sur|>as8ed 
our dismissions ; so that we have six hundred aud fifty 
niemls'rs. And those who have left us are not lost to us. 
They are our mintionarien to plant and sustain churches 
elsewhere; and they are now fulHIIing their work. Wo 
claim that they are our men still. And so we claim all 
our old members in Green Hill, Calvary, Clinton Street, 
nnd elsewhere. We believe their hearts cling to us, as our 
love follows them. We ask them to cherish their own pas- 
tors, and build up their own churches ; but though organ- 
izations externally divide us, and distance separates, (n 
heart we are still one. Their old pastor claims the right 
Hiill to lovo and pray for them ; and if they arc in trouble 
and sorrow, he bo(>c8 to bo with them in sympathy aud 
consolation. 

" When I clime to this church it enrolled four hundred 
and fifty mcml)ers ; now we have six hundred and fifty. 
The tiabbath-schoul had about twenty tcachcrsi and two 
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)iuiiiln>(l HcliolsrK. Now our I'ine Street SpHooI hnn twenty- 
rxghi toaHiorfl and four hundreil I'nnjllcd itcholarM; oor 
infant hcIiooI, m-vciiIv ; In the IIdInmI Iluikcx Scliool wu 
have twrnty-tlirro teai-hiTJii nnul tw.o liuntlrt-d and thirty 
HcholarH, — making a total uf sixty-tbreu teacliura, and Mven 
hundred and ten enrolled 8cholara ' 

" In reH|w>i't io the youth, I may Hay, since the foundft- 

tion of this i-hureh, one hundred vearH ago, there Imn never 

been a periinl when »o many of the young were eunneeted 

with It at* at the pruHcnt time. Thin Ih hojieful and blekited. 

For five years y<iu know our Sunday evening proyer-meet- 

ing has U'en under the xiioeial eontrul of our young men. 

It iH a l>eauliful f>pectaele. The large room aiTomniodating 

Home five hundred, thronged with youth of iHith tH*.xeH; the 

middle ainle iiet out with eani|>-Htuol!4"and filled with young 

men; thefai'-eBof all radiant with youth, health, and lia|i|iir 

nexs; the Haered Bongs «nd exhoittitionrt, all tinged with 

youthful earaeKfiietiti and enlhuttiaHm ; it is good to lie there 1- 

Mort temlerly has my heart _v earned over the young people 

of my eharge, and I have had delightful evi4lenee that they 

give me their confidence in return. May I Im> allowed to 

lead them all to Him who, looking upon a young man^ 

' loved him.' ^'^^ ~ 

"In twenty-flvo yearsTl have baptized hew over eight. 

hundred; married over seven hundred eouple; and otl- 

mitted more than one thousand to the comnmnion ofthe 

church. One generation has gone ; but another has risen 

under my laliors to praise the Lord. 

"Time will not allow mc to s|>c8k as I would like of our 
spiritual conflicts and triumphs; of our humlirvd fomwK-' 
nionn ; of our half a score of precious revivals. These w^ 
shall remember in heaven. 

" V. Tlif tjeart pant give u» a reittrd of nohmn ailmo- 
iiilmi. — We shall never meet on another such anniversary. 
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Twenty-flve roHm am f^one ginco I Rrat preached within 
tbew) wsIIh. WImt • MtBrtlin;^ portion uf human lift-! 

" Tlio ulil jwrHunx I nivt beri' — they »ro all dt-atl ; the 
miililU'-ap'd, they are li««t with years, and aro bioMoming 
fur the grave. Tlie little children are men and wunien, 
waiting fur the Hanie eiiahge. ' We uil do fade ait a leaf.' 
' Work while the day laxta, for the night cometh.' 

" My gifted prede«'i»w)rH, Hev. Dra. Milledoller, Alex- 
ander, and Efy, hai'e all di<ii Mince I came here. I am the 
fuAe Hurvivor of the paittorHuf thix old chureli. Putleriion,' 
Carroll, Chandler, ]Io(h1. J. W. Scott, UilU'rt, McKuight, 
Judmin, Uaniiiey, Kurttace, Juild, llarrix, Uloucexter, and 
Templelon ; many of them my (-herinhed friejidx ; they are 
all in the grave. Kev. I>r8. AshlM'l Qreen, William Nellie, 
C. C. Cuyler, and Rev. Mexitn*. MeCulla, I>ouglatt, Miu-klin, 
Cheesenian, Loughridge, WinehcHter, Tndehope, and Ripley 
— my Old Sehool bn'ibren ; they have all fallen by my Hide. 
J now llverin I'liiladelphia among new men. ' My old a^iio- 
ciateM are in heaven. May Ood"give nie grace to be ready 
to follow them I 

"While I aok a place elill in your hearts and your 
prnyerit, I would urge up<m you, ad a mutter of inQnitely 
greater moment, tliat you make here a Holeran covenant to 
coniieerote your iiearts' afleetion^, and your whole lieing 
to that Saviour who aayo, ' Be thou failhful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.'' '' 



COMMRSIORATIOM PEStlVAt. 

It was thought proper by the congregation of Old Pine 
Street Church to mark the Cjuarter Century AniUveniary 
of their paotor's aettlemcnt, by a public nianifeatutioD of 
tbeir confidence and aflection. The mode adopted and the 
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proocedinjjn «re nurruteil in tlHvfullowiiij^ report, which 
wo t'Dpy i)ul»Miinilally from tho Amrrivan I'lTithijli-rian, 
whoM! iMlitor, Ilvv. J. W. MvarH, woo pru8eut at the 
Fi-Btival : 

" MonilHV evening', F<*l>rnary 17th, through one of thn 
wors't storm.'* wiiich have U'cn so minicrou.s durinj^ this 
' wintiT, i»ix hmuhfii jmtsoiih, nicniln'rn and i'x-m<'nilM>r« of 
tho Tliird Church, with a few invited j^nrstH, assiiiihlcd in 
Santtoni Street llnll, to cilchrotc the Quarter Century of 
the exiHting patttural relation It wnn a goodly, a rhcttr- 
ful, a happy . company. The middle-aged and tho old wcro 
there. One venerahlo hidy, in lier ninellcH, moved, with 
flight as.nihiance, among the throng, receiving many atteii- 
tiouM and entering wiih zest into the enjoyments of tito 
occasion. Hut youth, too, was well and abundantly ropre- 
oented there, proving that tim old stock ha» plenty of vital- 
ity and promise fur the future yet. The character of the 
Festival had been well hit by one of our conteniporarieg, 
tho Ei'cniiKj IMlelin, who styles it ' such n family ijalher- 
imj as is but seldom seen in this eu|d antJ.^lflahL.wic^d.' 
Tlieru was order without restraint dir formality; there waa 
true Christian ehuerfulness and hilarity. From the pastor 
and the presiding officer, Mr. John C Farr, down through 
the whole eonipony, ease and cordiality marked the manners 
of all ; while mutual congratulations were frer{ueutly ex- 
changed lK!tween the honored pastor and an appreciative 
people. There were not wanting representatives of our 
uublo army mingling with the throng. Thirty-four young 
men of the congregation are in the field; and one of these, 
an oilict^r of tho church, Mr. William Ivins, appeared in 
regimentals as lieutenant in tho Curtin Life Uuards. And 
tho exciting and gloriouft news of ihe fall of Fort Donel- 
Bon, just recoive«l, threw a peculiar and elastic element 
into the grateful joy of the occasion itself. 
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" At a quarter past ciprht o'clock, Mr. Roltert J. Mi-rcur, 
Cltairiuun of tho Coiiimittcc of Arrangvmont, called Uhwo 
who had aKitcmulcd in the n'cc|it ion- room to order; when 
the Secretary, Mr. (Jeorge Younj^, read the g:eiieral order 
to \>e preHcrved at the table, an<l announced the names of 
the ndlcTfii appointed for the ev«'ning. 

" The HummnnH to supper came at halfpast eight 
o'clock, on which in)portaiit occanion John C. Furr, Ei*q., 
preiiided, the Star« and Stri|M'8 W\i\% gracefjilly fcxtoohed. 
Iicbind his scat. Ho wok aH8ii<te<l by Me^iirfl. Alexander 
Wbilldin, (.'apiain W. Whilldin, D. C. McCanimon, 11. J. 
Mercer, Samuel Work, A. Oetty, John Wallace, W. Tay- 
lor, and B. Webb. Among the invited guests were llev. 
A. Uarnes, Uev. Dr. Jenkins, Ucv. John McLeod, Uev. 
Dr. Wallace, Rev. John W. Mears, Uev. A. Culver, and 
others. After the officers had been announced, grac«.< was 
Said by Dr. Jenkin.*, and the company- proceeded to dis- 
cuss the good things set before them. When sufBcieot 
time had elapsed to do justiiMs to 4his iuiportant part of 
/the celebration, ' the Star-spangled Iknner was sung, 
Lieutenant Ivins leading, and the whole company joining 
most heartily in the chorus. 

BEMARKS or DR. BRAINEBD. 

" Dr. Braincrd was first called for, and on rising was 
received with a perfect ovation of ap(>]ause, which tho 
people scarcely seemed to know how to bring to an end. 
When order was restored. Dr. Braincrd commenced hj 
saying that he was sure bo had none too much modesty, 
hut that after such a welcome he felt doubtful bow to pro- 
ceed. The chairman, he said, was very kind in giving me 
an introduction to this audience. I have bad a sliglit ac- 
quaintance with them. And I can say of my ixiople that 
while I commenced my ministry with a pro|H;r estimate of 
them, an acquaintance of twenty-flvo years has only in- 
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crea»ied my cHtooni and rcjianl. Every iir|itinipnt of afTi-c- 
tion on your port ii* fully reeiprocatwl. "fhe prenvnt in not 
the time for jiathox, nor for rcuallinpr tho.'W' ehaptera of our 
hi;<tory that ho touch tbp hoart. Thin i>i tbo tinio to take 
tho mercies of OoU, anil fvlkitatu ourtwlvco. For my- 
M'lf, I nc'ter Kup|M>*l with so many friendii bt-fore, ami I 
never exp^'ct to ufcain. I have dinv'il with crowds often, 
hut never before was able to recojj;ni/.o in every face a 
friend. 

"A ministry of twenty-five vearH is likely to develop 
character When I came amonf^ you I wb« relatively a 
youngs man. Ity your kinduesii and imfulgencp you have 
Hmde a Quarter of a Century of n\\ life pleaxaut to me. 
There has iM.-en almost no shade on my mind in regard to 
. my conjrregation. I have never had a diiicfllty with 
them. 'I have never distrusti-il you, nor you me.^ In a 
cpniienioii which has lastl>d so long, such a fact marks a 
great deal of kindness, of conscientiousni'ss, and of self- 
rostraint. I have h^d an eldership which has enjoyed 
my perfect confidence. E.xeept on some rare occasions. 
We have never had a negative vole. When we have had 
dilTerenccs of opinion, we have differed as gentlemen. I 
-have uniformly been sustained by them in my lalwrs. A 
great part of the peace, prosperity, and unity of the church 
I attribute to the eldership, spmo of whom arc in heaven. 
And the Trustees of I'ine Street Church have been con- 
scientious, reliable, and true-hearted men. Thougii we 
h:ive expended thirty thousand dollars in repairs, Pino 
Street Church owes no man a dollar. I have lieen met in 
the congregation with a spirit of Christian activity. There 
was no worthy object for which I could not summon the 
energy of my people. And I have l>cen ablo'to move 
to outside enterprises, because they have carried the iieople 
with them. 

" \ye have felt the pressure of the migration to the 
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wr>>t\rBrd and norihward of our city. "We have parted 
witli nmny of our iK-wt memln'rH, who have )fi>ne to ••nj^age 
in new eolerpriHen In timt direction. But tlioHc who liavo 
gone out from ua are still with ua. Ky the blvKHinff of our 
heavenly Father, our ehurrh Htill hui* nunilH-rg, unity, and 
otrength. If you will look around upon tlieHC happy 
groupo — upon the^e hohle vounf^ men and thexe lilooniing 
niaidenx — you will M'e that Old I'inu Street Church baa 
hope of prosperity in years yet to come. 

" I have known Home pastors who synipathiicd with 
humanity, 'not as Uod made it, but as the tuilof made it.* 
I have not been of that class. The |)eople of Fine Street 
Church have not been what is called 'fashionable.' They 
generally slept in the niK^t and kept awake in the da.y- 
time. They iiavu lived in bouses that they owned, or the 
rent of which has been paid. If they walked in Chestnut 
Stn-et, they owned the irarmcnts and l)onnei8 inwhich 
they were arraVed. In the year 1857, not a single indi- 
. vidua! in the congrepration failed. We are a very unfuxh- 
iunuble |HMiple, very! Another unfashionable feature is 
that wo believe religion to be eminently sm-ial. Hence 
there is great shaking of hands at our gatherings ; a great 
deal of tarrying to inquire after one another's welfare ; 
much kindly greeting and friendly feeling that has grown 
up in thirty yeara. If res{M^ctabiliry de|»ends on substan- 
tial qualities, on general culture, or on a disposition to do 
ri^ht to all men, I claim that Pine Street Church fulls 
below no other in this particular 

" I sustain |H>culiar relations to many of this assemblage. 
One of tlic pleasant things in my Quarter Century is the 
fact that I have been able to organize so many happy familiea 
among you. How many couple have stood up to receive my 
blessing! Ia-I all here present, whom I have thus united, 
lift up their hands and lift them high, so that they can be 
acen. (A forest of hands, male and female, twinkled iu the 
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•ir) Now let all who eiprri mo to perform the itama 
offlce for them, raise their banilM I (Not a few hands raiioed 
again.)" 

[After the merriment oceanioncil liy thiH charocterislie 
sally hail subxiiled the iloetor resinned :] 

"I can only Hay, in eoneliisiun, that I have a filling of 
profound grntitiide to my congregation who have l)een ho 
kind as to meet with me on thitt occasion. I am grateful 
to them for regiirding the termination of my twenty-fivo 
yearn 00 Worthy of Hueli a demoDHlration. Why, aw to the 
iieWH we have liuard to-day, I don't know but the capture 
Uit Fort DourIhod will Iks remembered by the coincidence ! 
(Prolonged cheering and merriment.) But I cannot sit 
down without acknowledging my obligations to other con- 
gregations. KHpecially have I been Ku.stained alwayn by 
the weight of character, excellent influence, and kind heart 
of niy^Kid Drutber liarnes. I uwe much, hIho, to other 
miniHterH of our church. And with the miniHtry of pther 
dcnominatiunit in tliixcity, I have had no di^Heniiion. The 
only exception to this was wh<'n my brethren of the 'Old 
School ' turned mc out of the church ; an act which I ceN 
tainly felt deeply. Otherwim\ I have lived in |K'ttcc with 
all during my entire miniotry anumg you. For somo- 
reaHon — no merit of mine — the new!«pa|ii>r prenn ban alwuyit 
been my ally ; and I take this opportunity to acknowledge 
my obligationti to the I'rfnn, which liuit treated my name 
and character with ao much kinduesx. 

" In concluxion, I deaire to renew the covenant entered 
into with you a (Quarter of a Century ago ; and I proniiHc 
with the help of my MaHter to bo more faithful in'the |ier- 

formsnce of my duties among you. 

■■ , ■ . • ' ■ t 

r kEMABRg OF MS. BAENE8. 

" A loud call having been made for Mr. ISarneH, be roHC, 
and, referring to Mark Antony V 8|)eecb over J ulius CeHnr, 
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Mid that while he did not come to hurr Dr. nraincrd— it 
would Im? more in the ordiT of nnture for Pr. lirninrrd to 
perform that office for him — neilhiT had he rome lo i>raiM> 
Wn. Yet, he Raid, it !8 not improp<>r in the potiition wo 
ownpv, to refiT to the manner of our intcreiiurce.. Wo 
were brotifi^ht up in the xame part of the country. It w» 
hap|>ened that Dr. liraincrd came to the oanic town — Itoinu 
— and that we joined the church under the eanic paHtor. 
There we Iwlh gave ourtwlveB to the Saviour; there wo 
iMrth consecrated ourwives to the work of the ministry. 
Contrary to my early ambition and to the brightest dream 
of my life, I was brought to this city ; and here Pr. liralneni 
has liet-n on my right hand at all times. I confess he bns 
always lieen ahead of nie. If there was ever a smart thing 
to l>e said, he said it before I could ; or if tlien^ wos a gr)od 
thing to be done, he was sure to do it before I did. Yet 
he has l)een one with whom I have taken sweet counst^l. 
Ho has l)Con a faithful and true man as a personal friend. 

" You see I am not a young man now. I was young 
when I came here It is a marvel, a wonder to me that I 
ever did come ; that I dared to come to this great city, and 
allow myself to be put in the situation I occupy ; that I 
dared to liecome the successor of that truly great man, 
Dr. Wilson. I have remained here till I have seen changes 
in every Presbyterian church, Uld and New School (un- 
less Mr. Chambers be excepted), in every Scotch, Merman 
UefornitNl, Kpiscopal, Baptist, Moravian, and of course, 
Methodist church. 

"I have lived while the'minislers of all have pns.^ed away 
except Messrs. Chamliers and Fumess. I h>ok back with 
interest over the names of those who have passed away 
from this and other congregations in that |ieriod. There 
are Sanford and Eustace and Scott, and Judson, and Pat- 
terson, and Gloucester, and Templeton, and Gilbert, and 
Ramsay, and Ely, and others, whom I cannot at this 
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nioinPDl n-call, — thor have gone. I n-niomWr tiiat I nwo 
not a littlo to Pine Street Church ami itfl pgiitorA. The 
fact that I am now a minbler in the Presbyterian Church 
18 due to the prcdccesaor of Dr. Brainerd At a moment 
when I Hat in deep di>«treM< of mind on the point of deelar- 
ing nij-AcIf no long«!r a meml)or of tiic body, he laid hin 
hand kindly upon my Khouldcr, and held me down. Yery 
much do I owe to Dr. Ely ; I cannot repay bini in thiA 
world, or in the next either. Soon after I came to this city, 
I was thrown into a fiery furnace of trial ; I should have 
Mink a)^in and again, but for Dr. Ely, then editor of the 
Philadrlphian* who became my wnrm friend, and ad- 
mitted freely to his paper articles in my defence. IIo wa>*, 
indeed, a strong, Wann, personal friend. He made sac- 
rifices for me — not, indeed, exclusively for me, but for the 
cause in which we were both engaged. lie wim a true 
friend — a life-long friend. I shall i-cmembcr his kindness 
till I lay my Imad in the grave. 

" It is aflecting to think that wc are so far along in life. 
It is much, very much lo have passed through such an 
extent of life, and to have maintained a position like this 
of Dr. Brainerd's under such circumstances. One occasion 
of gratitude lies in the fact that changes in the pastoral 
relation are so common. That a pastor, alter a connec- 
tion of twenty-five years, can come before an assembly 
like this, exhibiting so many evidences of youth and vigor, 
and be received with such expressions oC cordiality and 
enthusiasm as you have manifested tc-night, is truly a 
matter of pn)found congratulation. Mr. Barnes was heard 
with deep and respectful attention, and sat down amid the 
applause of the people. 

* A nligioaa paper, printtd and publiibed by William F. Qeddet, from 
1»W ta I83». 
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/ BEMAHK8 OF D&. JENKINS. 

"The Rer. Dr. Jenkins, having been called upon to 
address the meeting, tiaid : 

"Mr. Ciuikman and Chkibtian Frwndj:— I was 
brought up in my own country under the regime of 
'Ijreukfast Meetings' and ' Tea Meetings,' and am glad 
that I nui this evening permitted to liehuld a Hceno such 
as that which now presents itself before me, and to lie in 
this way reminded of ' days of old' and of ' ancient times.' 
All the arrangements of the evening— the order and de- 
corum of this large aSscntblage — are gratifying to me, as 
they roust lie to those who have bad the labor of provid- 
ing for us this Christian entertainment. Truly, I have 
never witnessed a more orderly — shall I add? — happy 
company, in any country. 

"I congratulate Dr. Brainerd on b<j,ing privileged to 
enjoy this ' »iher wedding' with the people of his love. 
I am 'tempted to wish that he may live long enough to 
enjoy a ' golden wedding' with Old Pine Street congrega- 
tion ; such an event does not lie beyond the range of prob- 
ability, for if my reverend and KeiK^raWe brother's life bo 
prolonged twenty-five years more, bo will not then have 
reached the a^ of some who are now present, though I 
cannot deny that he will be older than he is to-day. 

" Some eight years ago, your pastor, i^ company with 
Mr. Barnes, visited Montreal, for the purpose of inducing 
nie to transfer my presence and labors to this city. I am 
glad to meet' them both here this evening ; and to have 
tli6 opportunity of testifying to the faithfulness with which 
they have redeemed the pledges which they then vofun- 
tecred, namely, to stand by me in the prosecution of the 
arduous duties upon which they were inviting me to enter 
The fact to which I refer has, in my own esteem, created 

25 
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tk Bort of relatioitRbip between db which neither time nor 
distance con ever extinguish. 

" It ia a great thing fur the Pine Street Churrh and 
congregation that they^iave enjojcd tlio scrvitea of one 
paatur^for a Quarter of a Century. It is an rlionor to 
paHtor and to people equally, that the relations between 
then) have been so long anil so harmoniously maintained. 
In (ho progress of his address this evening, my reverend' 
friend solemnly renewed his pastoral covenant with you. 
May I not charge bis ]K<ople to follow his example, and to 
renew tlicir covenant with him; that'ihc^ wiH succor and 
uphold him ; that they will care for him and synipathiM 
with him ; that tliey<will pray for hiui 1 

'^l^tber brief addresses were delivered ; one in particu- 
lar b^ljev. Tberon Baldwin, Secretary of the Collegiate 
Education Society, who shrewdly traced a cunnevtion 
between this occasion and tlio fall of Fort Donelson. 
The influence which Dr. Draincrd exerted, when in the 
Great West himself, and which he has always exerted aa 
the' active friend of education in the West, has aided to 
train the brave soldiers of tbat^region, and prepare them 
for the great work they are accomplishing for the Republic. 
The intense feelings of the people found vent at this men- 
tion of our glorious victory in a great and prolonged out- 
burst of applause. 

" William Talcott, Esq., an Elder In the First Presby- 
terian Church, Jersey City, said he had been invited as an 
early friend of the pastor of Pino Street Church, lie 
had been a school-mate of Dr. Urainerd; he had known 
him when he was a student of law, and when, in the 
great religious revival at Rome, New York, bo gave bis 
heart to the Saviotn*. He united with the church with 
Dr. Brainerd; sat down with him at the first communion. 
He loved him then, and was glad to be present to con- 
gratulate him at his Quarter Century Festival. 
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" Mr. P. B. Simons, beinjy called up, naid : — T)r. Brui- 
" licrd, in liis remarks, jjavc many proofs that bis congrega- 
' tion are not fashionable, — a truth which is now being de- 
monstrated. The fashionable world is just about setting 
out to pass the evening, while tvc arc all ausious at this 
point to get back to our homes. 

" Mr. President, I too, with others who have spoken, 
have sacred memories crowding upon nie of by-gone days, 
passing l>efore my mind like some great panorama, but, 
like all other pictures, with its light and shade. Yes, sir, 
it is not all iWight. There arc forms and features that wo 
do not see to-night that were wont to meet with us upon 
such joyous occasions. Well do I remember the old 
church with its square pews, and the old grave-yard 
which contains the sacred dust of those we lovc(^, and the 
old Green's Court Session Iloom with its little Sabbath- 
school; and how fresh in my mind is the voice of the 'old 
iMan eloquent,' who broke to us the bread of life from the 
old-fa.shioned pulpit. * * * * ♦ ♦ 

•" And I remember, too, when the new postor came how 
anxious we Were to sec his face and hear his voice ; bow 
we listened as our curiosity was being gratified ; how an 
interest was awakened as we listened that we had never 
felt before; and then how soon after we were found twice 
a week in the study to talk upon a subject we bad so 
'often promised to attend to, and to this time bad always 
neglected. 

" Mr. President, of all other emotions that fill my heart 
to-night, the greatest is that of gratitude; that" I, with 
' many here around me, in the providence of Qod was per- 
mitted td receive my early religious training in the Old 
Pine Street Church. I stand before you to-night as the 
first fruits of Dr. Braincrd's ministry in this city; and I 
will-closAiiy remarks by oQering a sentimciit — yes, sonie- 
tbiQ{ more vacreti than a soatinicnt— a prayer, in which 
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you will nil join, that the beloved pftBtor luny live to cel(s 
bratc tbo Fiftieth Anniversary ot bis ministry ; and that 
' Old Pine Street Church' may f>tand for a^-s untold as a 
beacon light iiiion the Rhores of time to point way-worn 
mariners to the haven of eternal rest. 

"The speaking and social congratulalkwMK^erc con- 
tinued until half-pnst ten o'clock, when the meeting 
was dismissed with tbo Apostolic -Benediction by the 
pastor." 
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. Xrataraal Beipoiue from Bav. Heary W«rd BMcher. 

A CnPRCH SILVER WEDDINO. ^ 

From 'TA* /Mrf<7>fm/eH<," February 27th, 1SC2. 

■ "The twenty-fifth anniversary of his pastorate over the 
Pine Street Church was recently celebrated by Dr. IJrai- 
nerd and bis parishioners, in Philadelphia. The occasion 
seems to have iH'cn deeply interesting. There are few 
such scenes on earth as such a Christian meetiiig. A 
quarter of a century in a pastor's life ! How many children 
have grown up into manhood about him ; how many that 
were young have l)ecom(?olil ; how many of the aged are 
Qot, because God hath taken them I What hours of trouble 
hah his presence cheered I how mony have l)een consoled 
in sickness, counseled in difficulties, succored in temptation, - 
rebuked aiul cntreatt'd ! How many have been aroused 
and led through the dark way, and to the rising light 
of the Sun of righteousness 1 - No other profession lies so,. 
close upon the border of disinterested bepevolence, ordeals 
80 nearly with absolute truth a^ the gospel ministry. Its 
whole aim is to make men good and noble. It has its cares 
and burdens. But they are fewer tban in any other call- 
ing, and its joys and p'casurca are a bundrcdfuld greater, 
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Eveo in the rudciit ftcttlements, atniil tlic discomrorta of 
pioneer life, with wearineas, BicknoHs, and poverty, such is 
the incomparable joy of a true mini-ster of Christ, that ho 
would not relinquiith his privilc^ of suffering with Christ- 
for any earthly boon. 

" Although somewhat late, Dr. Brainerd will allow 
tie to add our congratulations to those of his immediate 
parishioners, and our good wishes for his future prospj-r- 
ity. cllc will net .'.trget the days when Cincinnati had ^ 
scant thirty thousand inhabitants; when its manufactories 
w^rc just struggling into existence; when he labored in 
true missionary spirit olong the river, among the strag- 
gling population that was then fringing the city! 

" lie will not forget, either, the Cinciniiali Journal, 
published by Corey and Fairbanks, and edited by one 
Thomas Brainerd, whose pen Biled it with pointed sen- 
tences and brilliant paragraphs. He will not forget the great 
controversy between the Old and New School Presbyte- 
rians ; the divided Presbyteries, the vigilant watch which 
each side kept upon the other; the tactics that prevailed 
to prevent a sudden vote being sprung upon a thin house. 
He will not bo likely to forget the renowned conflict in 
.Presbytery and Synod l>ctween Drs. Wilson and Beeehe^. 
The Ph'sbyterian cburch on Fourth Street, in Cincinnati, 
Will always be memorable for the grand debate between 
these two champions of the Old and the New.. 

" Dr. Brainerd will perhaps rememl)er venerable Df^ 
Bishop, too. President of Miami University, learned in 
Scotch lear4iing — whose tongue could never forget the 
Scotch accent and twist — who was a sound theologian, 
but a yet sounder man. , Over six feet high, if he would 
only stand up, w^hich he seldom did, with light hair, and 
very little of it, of a blue eye, under a high and btoad fore- 
head, with a fac<,> reverend and full of ben.lgnily. 

" We ace the noble old doctor^ in the leeturc-ruom of tba 
25* 
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Second Prosbytorinn Church in Cincinnati, WRlkinp up and 
down in the hack of the room, calm and Hwcet -faced, while 
the liattU; of dijtputation wnri raging in the front part. Ah 
tlic heat lH>canie dang(>rou8, the di^cuAsion Was sudtUtnly 
arrested )»y a voice. AH looked ol the old do<'tor, now 
turned full upoil them, and straightened iip t(> his full 
height ; and with a voice clear, firm, conimnndinir, but not 
loud, — 'Moderator, sing, Salva-a-tioa.' Then one might 
JBavo seen a sight worthy of Rembrandt's pencil. Some 
ready singer instantly raised the tune, 'Salvation, oh the 
joyful sound.' Very joyful, to men hbt with argument ; 
to good men red in the face ; to men pushing an ^dri^sary 
with fierce logical fidelity I But, the hymn over, the old 
man walked slowly and solemnly up and down as before, ■ 
while the mcnilH-rs recommenced the business, qiiite soothed 
and softened. But, in an hour, the flame was again shoot- 
ing forth to every part of the room, when suddenly the 
strong Scotch accent sounded out peace again, — '.Modera- 
tor) let us pra-ay !' Some resented such interruption. One 
man ovcrhastdy blurted out, 'Mr. Moderator, Uiis is too 
bad; it's no time for prayer now.' But tlie..jrusurdily of ' 
the protest by a minister among minister^-wtt every one 
to laughter, which always humanizes — and to prayer they 
hail to come. 

" Dr. Brainerd was sent to the General Assembly meet-, 
ing at Philadelphia, t Having a taste of his preaching, tho' 
Pine Street Church had the good sense to want more. 
Accepting a settlement, the Cincinnati Journal needed 
an editor. There was at that time in the middle class of 
Lane Seminary a green young man of some facility of 
> pert. He had written a series of anonymous articles on tho 
Catholic question in tho evening paper edited by Mr. 
Thomas. Ho was considered rather 'tonguey,' and not 
likely to back down from anything for want of hopefulness 
and self-confidence. Him Dr. Brainerd called to the chair ; 



nisToar of plve street cnuaca. 291 

and, on rvlinquishin;^ the editorsbil), rccommcudod this 
beardless youth to the proprietors of the journal as his suc- 
cessor. One line mnriiin? this youn^ man found himself 
an editor upon a salary I An editor must have a coat; 
and Piatt Evans niudo a lion-f>kin overcoat that has never 
had a successor or equal. He must have a watch ! A 
plain white-faced goVX watch soon ticked in his pocket.. 
AIm ! evil days iM-fell the puhliHhers. Even (iailaher's 
Watts Entire could not save thvm. The pa|H>r had a n^w 
owner. Ho did not want the young editor. The }'oung 
editor did want the watch, liut couitt not pay for it; the 
seller took it back, to the (freat grief of the young theolo- 
gian, who went back disconsolate to his classes ut Lane 
Seniiuary, and was broken-hearted for a whole day. The 
young man recovered, and has been iu uiischief over since, 
8omu folks think. , 

" But our dear Pr. Urainerd has been steadily working, 
in season and out,' with fervent spirit and fertile brain and 
sympathetic heart. Hundreds have gone homo to glory 
from his spiritual family. Hundreds are on tlie way. 
Long may it Ik; before he shall meet his heavenly church I 
lint when that day s|iall come, may he find Him whom ho 
has served so long nearest to his emerging spirit ; and 
then, in radiant crowds, and with overflowing joy, those 
who shall bring him into that sacred eity to which he had 
first directed them." 



In the short history of Pino Street Church, iN^fore 
olluded to, publjshed in 1857, Dr. Uraiucrd says of the 
cbua-h : 

- " The people among themselves and toward their pastor 
have ' studied the things that make for |ieace.' The pastor 
baa loved the people of his charge, ideutiOod himself with 
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thpir interests, t'on6(lo<l in them, and never liccn dissatia- 
6ed with \x\« lot, nor disappointed iu their affection. 
« • « » *f* ** * 
" For almost a century the cHtirch has, at no time, been 
left desolate. It ha» never quarrelrd wilh one of iU gix 
paxlorM. No pastor ever left ' Old Pino Street Church' 
but of his own choice, and for what he regarded as a 
lietter field for health or usefulncMM. Qjid's niinislcra have 
ever been treated with kindnWs, furl>eaibnce, and rcs|teet. 
The church has enjoyed nearly one huntRied years of uni- 
form peace, competence, and proH|KTity, and was never 
more influential, hopeful, and happy than at the present, 
time. It has been always characterized by great good fel- 
lowship among the members, rich nnd poor; by an earnest 
love to prayer-meetings and revivals of religion ; liy a de- 
sire to bear plain truths in plain language, and by a will- 
ingness to labor and sncriflcc, for the general interests of 
the church of God. As the fathers have passed away, 
i]od has 80 replenished the church by revivals of religion, . 
and so ' turned the hearts of the children' to the good ways 
of their fathers, that the congregation has, in. its age, all 
the enthusiasm and energy of a fresh manhood. 

"The following hymn, composed by the pastor for the 
children of the Sabbathscliool, has been often sung in the 
old church. We insert it here, in the hope tha* it will bu 
sung there, by hearts as warm, for one hundred years to 
come : 

"'OLD PINK STREET CUURCU.*" 

" To»«— ' tktr* It a k«ppf land.' 

'< 0!<t Pine Stmt Church I love I 
Full ninclji yean — 
' LekdlDg the heart abovt, 

Aol hu^iDg fean — 
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Ita »nei«iit wall* hare fUKxI. 
' Itrarrd ^ the wiM and fooil, 
To yield k balm, that could 
Dry human tcart. 

'■Old Pine Btreei Church I priw; 
' And well I may : 
My mother In yon uliiei 

Here learned the way : 
My father tiio here tniil 
The way that lead* to tind : 
0e tlrepi benoalb yon wid ; 

Here let mc pray I 

" And thorter gra*M are near 

Thy Mcred fane : 
My Krntle (inter dear 

They here have lain ; 
My brother loo here rieept, „ 
Where role or wildHiiwcr ereepe, 
And lore In ladnen weepi 

The early tlalD. 

" Old Pine PIrcet Church, my heart 

Slillolingi to thee; 
,1 well may claim a part 

In each old tree ; 
For in their •nmmcr thade 
My early roi>tiite|>ii ttrayed. 
And my firet rowi were made. 

Oh, God, tn Thee ! 

"Old Pine Street Chnrch, thy gatei 

Yet open utand ; 
And there in merey.waila 

The Teaeher band — < ' > . 

Who by the truth would guide 
All to (he Saviour't lide. 
And through lUm open wide 

A better land. 

"Old Pine Btraet Churah !-that hour 
When life ia o'er. 
And tin with tempting power 
Caa res bo more ; ' 
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* - Oh, let mj gnre he ftiund 

In tbj long cheriehed gniiind. 
Where «ainl< niKjr mc Burround 
Tilllimelio'cr." 

During Dr. Braincrd't) ministry of thirty yoors^ylio re- 
ceived to the communion of thu church over twelve liun- 
dred members ; baptized more than ciji^ht hundred perMonH ; . 
attended one tliouMtnd and eighty funerals ; and solem- 
nized over eight hundred marriages. 

The Synod of Pennsylvania met at Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, October, 1862, The prcamlilo and resolutions on 
"The State of the Country," were drawn up and offereiJ - 
by Dr. Brainrrd. In the following year the Synod met at , 
Washington, D. C, and the action of the last General 
Assembly was adopted as the expression of its views on 
this subject. 

Rev. John C. Smith. D D., Moderator, Kev. Thomas 
Brainerd, and Rev. E. E. Adams were appointed a' com- 
mittee to wait upon the President and inquire when it ^ 
would be convenient for him to receive the Synod. 

"Thuriday, Oct. 22(1, 1803. 

" The Synod proceeded in a body to the Presidential 
Mansion, and were introduced in the East Room to Presi- 
dent Lincoln, by Rev. J. C. Smith, D.D., Chairman of the 
Comnuttce. Brief addresses were made by the Modera- 
tor, Rev. W. Aiknian, and by Rev. T. Brainerd, D.D., 
and Rev. E. E. Adams, members of the Committee. The 
President briefly responded, recognizing the hand of Provi- - 
dence in his elevation to his present position at this crisis, 
and his dependence upon Qod and i.ipon the sympathies 
and prayers of 'the noble churches of which the Synod 
were the noble representatives. ' After which the mem- 
bers of the Synod took the President by the hand and 
pafscd out, most favorably and deeply impressed with the 
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iinalTcctpd niRnmrs and devout expressions of our Chief 
MagiHtratc. 

i^lthoiigh expectiitj? the Synod by sppointmcnt, Prctti- 
dent Lincoln was iiiinvoidably detninod for Hontc uiiriuteM, 
He Rent a charaetcrirttic nioswajfn to tlio Synod, telling the 
clergymen that " They must full haek on the Old Testo- 
nient, and exercise the patience of Job." 



CHAPTER XIV. 

CURBENT EVINT8 — ANF.CnOTBS. 

THERE ttlways Pfenicd to Ih) a gimeral in)|tro8sioii 
among: tl") intimate friends of Dr. Braincrd that hiti 
mental structure jieculiarly fitted him for the lej^al profes- 
sion. When an nhstruse or knotty question eanie up for 
discussion in tbo " Pastoral Assoeiation," it was quito 
ronunon for some one to say, " Let us hear what the law- 
yer snys about it," referring to Dr. Rrainerd. 

iSpeoking of the pecuniary sacrifices of the ministerial 
calling, Rev. AUiert Barnes once- said in the "Associa- 
tion," thiMW' Dr. Rrainerd could have made twelve thou- 
sand dollars a year by the law as easily as he could ninko 
one thousand ; therefore, he has given fen thoumnd dollars 
a year for the privilege of preaching the gonpel." 

In a pleasant interchange of compliments, published in 
the American j'regbyterian, in 18G1, Mr. Rarues said of 
his fellow-laborer : . - : '~' ' ' , 

" Ho was entering on his career with every prospect of 
the most brilliant success, and with a moral certainty of 
reaching the highest eminence in his profession. Had ho 
continued to devote himself to the law, long ere this tii^io 
he would have been in the first rank in that profession. 
But the heart of the young lawyer was changi^l liy the 
grace of Qod, and he resolved' at once to abandon Bis 
chosen proreBi«ion. •*•♦•*• 

" For twenty-five years he has b«>en the pastor of the 
(296) 



•5,■d»tf3??^..■';'^^;'. ;,.■;.!■'■ .-i;';!'-i!i?';; ,v i^.'-;iii,JJ^; 



>V*V!i,^ 



^P^mmm 



j^^m^'^-, i'W'^ 



■■,' 



cusRENT |fK«^Yt■^,'^ «i:/i^ *Wr" 



Old Pine Street Chun*, in tiifT'dty^i B»^ink^^ tli»t 
tinio, tliuii>cli often »tru^)?li»^, V'fllli fc^jw liis 

une(|Uttle(l rnostery of laiijf(iagei%' lii^\^«tii«^'^"^i|Of loffic, 
by his striking and conimauflinjif .pjjwor of tlf^uglit, by hi« 
cumprehen-siyu views, by hifl (j^ct;|in(l (jaio^ in ^reaping 
hi8 Hubject, and in infuaing tjjm i^varntth of jiis own soul 
and his uwn enthiiHiafm int<>,tl[^|^ Ijoffrts of Ins hearers, by 
his iirtflinebing fidelity tutrutlv|lud to h^^oVl^ dcno(ninatio[i, 
and his reinikes of bigotry, Ji)j(^icc,lij|d.;^rong; by his 
influcneu over men of thought and wealth; by his firm 
opposition to all that wtls intended to AUeTiste or divide 
the ehurches; by his #ttrtii;^ndvocaey o£4bc great causes 
of truth and charity/ amd i)y"his faithfulnliss as a preacher 
and a pastor, he hai«f;l|jrtwt' grace of Ood, made himself 
in the ministry whfit'^hijWvbuld have lieen at the bar — a 
man felt to be needfAJ^iTn our city, a man that ' Old Pine 
Street' coQld not S|wr^ a .man that his brethren could not ' 
spare from tbc mioistty herje." 

In Dr. Brainerd's iiWIy horseback rides, he often er^ 
countered friends W-bu^o society gave a social zest to the 
exercise. Among tltesfc, the Rev. Dr. Newton, of the 
Episcopal Church, whom he had knowi) and loved fur 
many years, was always a welcome companion on the road. 
Hiding home together one evening, they agreed to go out 
in company the next morning before breakfast. Each was 
to ride toward the house of the other, by a given route, 
until they should meet. Mr. Brainerd was a little behind 
time in the morning, and met Dr. Newton within a square . 
of his house. Forestalling the merited rebuke for his 
tardiness, Mr. Brainerd exclaimed, " This is just what I 
expect*>d of you, Dr. Newton ; I knew yo.u would meet the 
Presbyterians more than half way I" 

In May, 1862, the body of Migor-Oeneral Charles P. 
Smith, who dimi of wounds received in the capture of 

28 
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Fort Do|icl>n>n, was brought homo to his native city for . 
iiiternu>nt. lie wbh the granilxon of Kev. John Ulair 
Smith, D.D., the Recond jmntor of I'ine Street Church, «nd 
wns baptized in tiiis church in his infancy. Ah Imth his 
paternal and maternal grandparents were buried here, a lot 
was tenderi'd to the family of (Jeneral Charles V. Sniith,'^' 
by the Trustees of Pine Street Church, but arraufrenients \ 
had previously l)een made for his interment at Laurel IIJII 
Cemetery. Mr. Krainerd attended his funeral, in connec- 
tion with other clergymen of the city. 

At short intervals, a number of the young men froiu 
his church were l>ornc from the liat tic-field to their last 
restiiig'place, until Dr. ISrainerd hud )<p<iken words of lovu 
and honor over the lifeless remains of luftiii/ whom he saw 
go forth in the strength of early manhorxl to the fearful 
conflict. These occasions took hold of the very fibers of . 
his soul, and shook his nerves, as if he were laying his 
own children in the grave. Iksides these, he attended tho 
funerals of a numlxir of young soldiers from the Unioa ' 
Hefreshmont Saloon IlospituI, and other places in tho 
city. ' ^ 

During the first years of tho war. Dr. Itrainerd waa 
favored with a great many anonymous letters, circulars, 
and printed extracts from disloyal journals. One of theso 
lett<-rs, dated fnun the "Continental Hotel," Warned him ' 
to "leave the eitij in three (/(ii/s, as lie was known and 
marked for a HIaek Republican," lie tossed the not4' into 
the fire, with a quiet smile, and went out to see how he 
could best counteract and arrest the treason at the North, 
more difficult to meet than the Southern bayonets. 

No one ever uttered a disloyal sentiment or treasoniible 

expression in his presence without meeting a stern rebuke. 

''' A citiEen of some standing in the eonmiuiiiiy from his age, 

connections, and wealth, entered a store where Dr. Brai- 

nerd was conversing with a nunilier of frieiuls, and com- 
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iiR-nevd B ifuirerul abiiKo of the |rov(>riini<!iit, with all tho 
nu'osiii-pH BiloptLM] liy it« cx«cutiv« offiwrs. 

As Mooii as a pause ]K>riuitte<l, Dr. Hriiiicnl snul, "Apr 
ninn who expreHscn sueh Hciilimciits at a time like tliia, is 
a traitor to hin cnuiilri/n 

The person thus aililresstMl inrpiircil, an^j^rily, if. that 
was iiitentlvd for him. Dr. HrninonI r«'p<iatc(l, with greater 
eiupliasis, "Any man who ridiriilen and almnex the qoo- 
rrnmrnt of his country in i7» HlrnggleH to KM/>y)C('«H treiiKon 
and rehellion, i'k a TKAiTOR, and should b<; dealt with ns a 
traitor.'''' , 

The Cppporhead vented his an);er in a few threateninf^ 
epithets, but finding no sympathy in the liy-standers, left 
the store. 

Another time, in oonversution with one of tho neMlral 
clergymen of Philadelphia, of whom it whs said in regard 
to n recvnt 8i)ec<;h, — that it was impos.^ible to tell on whieh 
side of the conflict his sympathies were enlisted, fit. Itrai- 
nerd said: "I tliank (Jod, it will nevtT Im! doM/ul, when 
this war is ended, whether I sympathized with my country 
or her enemies !" 

Dr. Braiiierd delilxTately withdivw from all further in- 
tercourse with two clergymen who were open secessionists, 
on account of their ho.'<tile and dangerous attitude in regard 
to the lilK-rties of the country. 

The interest which Ur. HrainenI had always manifested 
in the colored p<>ople residing in the south part of tlio city, 
led them to ap|H'al to him for adviet; and direction in what- 
ever concerned their well-l»eing. At tho very commene«v 
nlent of the civil war they evinced a strong desire to give 
some Substantial proof of their sympathy with the govern- 
ment. Many of the most intelligent anicmg them cfinic tu 
Dr. Urainerd to inquire, what they could do. "Can't we 
drill — 80 as to In* prepared to cnli-tt for tiie defense of the 
country 1" they asked. " Not yet," he rt'plied — " at least 
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not openly; the tinlp nmy soon come when your sprviocg 
will l)e n-quirod nnd appii-ciatod." 

Tlury did drill, in socrct plawH, without arms, and went 
with the army in every capacity in which they were 
allowed to engage, aH waiters, niirscH, nnd messengers. 
From the beginning they saw in this conflict tho tlistant 
prospect of their own <>niancipation. 

In a statement of Mr. Brainerd':*, puhiishedin the liulU'' . 
tin in the summer of 1861, he says: 

" Wo perceive that Southern pa|H'rs chronicle with great 
satisfaction the fact that slaves are employed on the forti- 
fications at Pensacola, Charleston, and Norfolk— that the 
free colored men of New Orleans are armed, and invited to 
take slock in the loan of the Confederate government. 

" Our colored imen North an- not indifferent. On« of 
them yesterday presented a horse, worth five hundred dol- 
lars, to the Slate. Others, in a quiet Avay, are drilling 
without arms, but in ])repai'alion to defend their homes, if 
a Southern army reaches the city. We cannot muster 
them into the ranks, but we approve their patriotism." 

Dr. Brainerd's son owned a bright little terrier that 
ventured out one evening without his muzzle, during the 
" reign of terror " under the " dog-low." He wore a collar 
with his owner's name engraved on it. The front door- 
bell was rung at a late hoiir in the evening by a colored 
man, who led the dog home by tying^his silk pocket-hand- 
kerchief to the col|ar. When the dmtr was opened, he said, 
"I found by the name that this was your <log, and I feared 
he Would be taken in tho morning by the dog-catchers." 
The young man turned hastily and went down tb6 steps 
before the person addressed could thank hini or inquire bis 
name. 

Many such instances of consideration and kindness Dr. 
Brainerd received from his colored neighbors during hia 
residence in Fine Street. 
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' A colori'il Mclliiiili^^t con^^ro^utioii, of Ihu inuitt di'iiinn- 
fitrntivi^ ty\>o, occiiiiicil a xumll ('linrcli in the rvuT of Dr. 
HruincrilV lioiisi-. After a very iioiHV meeting one cvcninjr, 
Dr. nrniiicril siiid to otic of t ho ni<>in)M>r><, us ho lofl the 
botiHC, " You liavc made a great deal of nuiso here to- 
aiifht !" 

"Ik-ttcT niiiku it here than in hell," was the prompt 
rqily. 

Itr. Itrainerd woh t>o niiieh amused with thin retort that 
a few weekfl aher he ii^ain said, as one of their nieetingH 
bmke up, " You have had a very noisy meetinj?." - 

" Well, now," »>aid the [MTson addressed, " if a man hae 
the ' Hpirif in him ho canH keep Ml ; a live child frie,8 — 
a dead one i« still." - ■ 

Dr. Itrainerd thought they rather had the advantage of 
him in lioth eases. 

While a eolorod liurber was wrapping up a pair of razors 
he hud \n!cn setting. Dr. ISrainerd was talking with him 
about the social conditioti of the rair. He told hitu that 
the colored |K'oplo must get rich — and when any of them 
should Ik' worth a million of dollars that people wouhl 
lake olT their bats to him half a s(|naro distant. When 
called to pay for the razors, ho was charg(^d just double 
the ordinary amount. Un expressing some surprise at 
this ehargi', the barlM-r replied, " I>bought I would Ix'gin 
to put your advic«t into practice ; it will Iw long liofore wo 
gel rich on Qur pruseut prices, or in our present circum- 
stances."' 

In 1863. Dr. Itrainerd wa.4 appointed one of the Roanl 
of Visitori) to attend the examination of cadettt at the 
Military Academy at West I'uint, commencing the first of 
June. The thorough inrestigatiouH of the Uoard im- 
pressed him more than ever with the l)eauty, the order, 
and the efficiency of the institution ; while the exigencies 
of the country BUggestod the importance of increasing its 

26» 
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capacity for upefulnoss. ax well as onip)i)ying fully those 
alrvady |io8sc8sc<l, which hod never been the case hereto- 
fore. 

The fortiii^riit ocntitietl in this examination was full of 
inten'st; while some objects, nppoalinjf to hi» profoMiunal •; 
fiynipatbies, excited his dc<'jM'rtt emotions. 

One of tliece was the weekly prayer-meeting of tho 
cadetH. It yiwf, a touchinir Kifrlit to nee a handful of tht^w 
young men meet resolutely every week for prayer, taking 
their Heats in a stone-paved basement room with military 
precision and uprighlnexs. The meeting was continued 
through tho whole year, without a fire in the severe 
months of winter. Dr. lirninenl met with them during 
his visit, encouraging the young men by his hearty appro- 
bation, lie urged upon the officers nnd the clia]>luin of . 
the post the. claims of this little band to their sympathy . 
and co-operation, and received the assurance that they 
Mhould have enlarged privileges and the comfort of a warm 
room in the winter. 

While solving a mathematical problem at tho black- 
board, one of the cadets retained his ]M>rfect military atti- 
tude and bearing under a fainting fit, until he fell like a 
statue to the floor. Dr. Ilraincrd said he was impressed 
with the value of the physical training which could enable 
a man to Etand with such self-possession in circumstaneos . 
so trying. 

The intervals of relief from the sessions of the Board 
were delightfully occupied in exploring the places pf his- 
toric interest in this fascinating region; visiting Washing- 
ton's head-quarters at Newburg, and " Warner's Island," 
on which arc the remains of fortifications constructed in . 
the revolutionary war. The island is now the property 
»nd the residence of tho popular authors of " Wide, Wide 
World," " Queechy," etc. 

But he could not stop here long. This season was the 
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very crisis of the cuuntry's j^sril.. Tho lonjy heart-sickiicss 
o«-er the Wcgo. of Richmond was brokt-n by the inva.-<iun of 
Pi;iinsylvaiiia by LccV army. Thin event roii!<o(l the 

■ whole North to tliut concentratctl vijforous effort which 
virtually Ktriick tlic denth-blow to the rclH-Jlion. Dr. 
Itraincrd reached home on the 16th of June, to find Phil- 
adelphia in a state of Intenrio excitement from the vicinity 
of the relH'l army. For months previous to this time 
every available military fon:e had l)cen sent forward to 

^ support the Army of the Potomac, leaving not the shadow 
of defense for Philadelphia, which us little apprehended 
.:. an attack ns did the City of ISoston. 

It is difficult to convey a correct idea of the stale of 
affairs to any one who was not preseot. All business was 
suspended ; the telef^raph wires cut, and all communica- 
tion interrupted ; the out-going railway trains toward 
Ilarrisburg were statiimary — the cars abandoned and the 
engines collected in a long procession for great^T security 
and protection; the State House bell tolling through the 
whole day, with the solemnity of a funeral dirge as well 
as with the authoritative notes of demand and warning; 
colored refugi-es from Chamlx-rsburg, Carlisle, and Gettys- 
burg coming it) on foot, with their small effects in every . 
variety of package and bundle that could lie carried by 
hand; gathering in crowds in the south part of the city, 
n'hearsing to excited listeners their fears and their danger; 
the buiricd movements of res)>onsible men, meeting in 
council for the adoption of such measures as were practi- 
cable; the gt'oups of irresponsible loungt;rs, gaping with 
wonder 6r fearful with apprehension, answering ap|K>als 
to their patriotism with the assurance of their willingne.«s 
to do anything if they only knew what to do; — ell these 
things constituted a chapter of exprience which will never 
be forgotten. 

Professor Bache arrived from Washington, and with 
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Ills corpH of nssifttniit (>n);iiii>vhi was ciidonvoririf^ to pluii 
dcfi-nnpH for n city, npproavliable by a dozen aveniicf, all 
cipiully iutlcfmiaiblu. 

Tliirly riion? yoiiiijf nipn from t>r, nrniruTd't* church 
went out for tlio." Knii'C|f«ncy." One of tlioni closeil hU 
manufactory and took fourteen of the nie^i in his employ 
with bim to Hnrrisbur;,'. huvin^' first Hcctired thirty dollar:^ 
bounty to every man for \m funiily ilurin>f the luontli of 
his nliHencc. 

The great difficulty seemed to l)e the wont of offit^crs to 
organize and direct the willing but un.skilled populace. Dr. 
liruinei'd urged every unoccupied man he met to enlist for 
the defense of hii< home and country. MoHttttf them im{ 
they would go if they iiH<| any one to lead them. " I will 
leod you," he replied ; *oud they at once fell info line and 
followe«l bim. He walked the streets throughout one of 
the hottest days of the summer, until be recruited u whole 
company. Meeting Colonel Childs, — an e.\-jiiilitia officer 
Ixifort the war, — he said, " You ar.e just ihe man we want, 
Colonel Chillis; these men are ready to go if tlicy can 
have a leader." Colonel Chihis iininediately took charge 
of the company, Hayiiig, "Fall In, Dr. lirainerd I" — and 
throu4:h the wh(de day he continued to persuade and en- 
couraite men to meet this emergency with the promptness 
it demanded. He s<-nt to his house for a large (lag that 
ha<l het'.a presented to him, which was raised at the basu- 
lueiit entrance to his church, converting the place for a few 
days into a recruiting depot, where volunteers rallied for 
this urgent service. 

Thus closed the month of June. On the first day of 
July, throe Maine regiments— nine months' men, whose 
term of enlistment had expired — arrived at the " Union 
Refreshment Saloon", on their wt»y home. Strong hopes 
wore cherished that these troops could be retained for the 
defense of the city until the impeiidiug danger tihould bo 
past ' ■ ■ ,. - \ "' ^ . ^' 
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The late Honjamin Gerhard, Exq., palled for Dr. BraU 
nerd in the middle of the ii^jrlit, >M-t\veen one and two 
ci'cluek, to i-onie down to the Kuloon and exert hit* iiilluenM! 
in persuading them; regiments to remain. The Hceno wati 
K vury nieniorahio one. It waH a bright, Htill, moonlight 

' night ; many prominent citizens were present with mem- 
bers of the City Council ; the troops were drawn up in 
line, while Dr. Itrainerd urged them by every motive grow- 
' ing out of the imminent iHtril of the city in its defenseless 

■ condition ; ap|M>aling to their humanity, their patriotism, 
their military reputation, to remain for t«n days only ; — 
but alF in vain. Ho was authorised by tb« City poilncil 
to offer to every man fifty dollars bounty for his ten days' 
service. All of the officers and three hundred of the men 
consented to remain ; but the rest cried, " Home! home I" 
at the close of each ap|teal, and the officers were obliged to 
go with their regiments until they Were regularly dis- 
banded. 

Th« CI«r(7 and th* CrUU. 

"The clergy of this city, of all denominations, to the 
number of over one hundre<l, held two meetings in tlie 
Church of the Epiphany, as heretofore brit-tly noticed. 
Itev. Dr. Ncvin was called to the chair, and aildressca 
breathing the warmest i^atriotism and courage were made 
by a numl)er of divines. The feeling as gatheretl from, 
the speeches was, that in view of the present crisis the 
clergy of the city desired, not officially but as cU\iena 
and men, to tender their services to tlie Mayor of the 
city, to work in the trenches, shoulder the musket, or in 
any way whicli his Judgment should dictate, render the 
most efficient aid in defending the city from a cruel and 
malignant foe, and preventing the longer desecration of 
the soil of the Stote \y the tread of the invaders. They 
feel that they could not ask members of their congrega- 
tions and other citizens to rally to the defense of thpir 
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Iionivrt unUnis they hIiouIiI firHt leml the way. They d«?^ 
flan'il that llicy weru not movj-d |)ripiurily to lliii* (U-tiioii- 
Htrution by tliu moral innuciit'c' it \\\\^\\i exert in iiroiiHiit); 
others to patriotic ami niiinly exertion, l)Ut from tlie ile4>|> 
convietioii timt it wii« tiieir iliity, a« it was tliuir de»irt>, 
not only to prcReli and pray, but to pledge tiicir muscle to 
tbe Herviw of' their country. 

"Anions the six-ukers were Rev. Pr. Drsincrd, Rev. Dr. 
Newton. Rev. A. Humes, Rev. Dr. Ooddard, and others. 
During the afternoDn the niini.sters marched in a body to 
the MayorV office, where they met many other clerg<ymen, i 
the entire numlM-r repretM-nting nearly all the churches in 
the city, and the scene la-ing one of deep interest. Dr. 
Nevin stated the object whicii they had in view in thus 
tendering their fivrvices in the cause of their city and 
State. The Mayor was deeply affected. JIo n-niarked 
that no demonstration during the crisis had so dee]>ly af- 
fected him, and Im-cu so grateful to, his feeling*. There < 
was, in his opinion, more moral power in this movement 
of the united clergy of I'hiludelphia than was possessed 
by the civil and niilitary authorities combined. He ex- 
|M-cteil thU demonstration would have an influence in - 
arousing the c(nnuiunity to a sen.-ie of their duty in thi.4 
hour. of peril. With the profoundest feelings of gratitude 
on his own part, nnd in th<' nntne of our common country, 
BO sucredly loved by us all, he thanked them. On so 
short a nutii'u he could not determine in whiit way their 
services could be most efficiently employed, but that he 

would re|;ly after a consultation with Ueiieral Dana." 

■■« 
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imer-Otnaral Sftu to tlM OlerKJ. "^ 

"II(At>-gl^<IITKR». I'llll, «I>KI.I>HIA, 1^., 

"July 2.t. I8t!:i. 

F ■ 

, " Rev. Dr. Nevin, S.r.cnKT.ARY or Committke of 

Ci-EROYMEX. 

"De.arHib: 

'• I ln'ir y<ni will rpmiml the roiuniittot- that thp offtT of 
ihrt'f liiindrcd of tin? cltTjry of IMitlsnlclpliiii nml vicinity to 
Avork on tliu fortifications of iIm; city lius not bfun lo8t ^ 
nijcht of. , , '■ 

" I urn frccjiiently pallod oit by i«oni«> of tlicni to inquire 
when tiifir xcrviccH will Ih! nociicd, and to rcannoiince that 
thi-y arc waiting for employ nicnt. 

"The chit'f engineer, Profe«s<>r Unehe, is unnlile Oirt^ct 
to aHxign them a plnee. The eity authorities Intvu.piit 
nt hit) dixposul ai« many men »!^ be has liitherto Ih'i^ nitio 
to U8C. As the work progremnes your Bervieesiwill fxt 
ftHjuired. 

" If inappropriate for mo to express my gralifwalion at 
80 tourliing an example of a eon.seientious perforninnee of 
patriotic duty on the part of men who could nut Ih; e.Y- 
|M?cted to neglet't a call of that nature, I miiy at least Ijo" 
allowed to e.vpress iidmiration of the real pleasure they 
•p|H;Hr to take in anticipation of fulfilling so lulioriourt a 

tusk. . " : I ^^^^. 

" I trust the example may have a fuvoralilo fllTect ori(|l(|j^*^ 
of UH, and may influeuee uh to do with our might whaiej^^.... 
our hands may find to do, and |n such an e.xhiliitioit ot 
lofty ilovotion, we will recognize an illustration of the 
proverb, ' Ilighteousncss exalteth a nation, but uiu ia » 
reproach to any p«'ople.' 

" With great re8|>ect, your wrvant, 

"S. J. 'V.Dasa, Major-Ornrral." 






i 
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July 9«1, Dr. Brainrrd, with othorx, took part in the mt-; . ; ; 
vhf 8 of In3yn;f the corncr-sloue of Tador l*HKsBTTrBiAf^'j^i?^ 
Chubcii, at Kiffhtet'iith and Christian Strt-fts — builj <',l'-^u^ 
tirely, from foundation to turret, hv the libt-rality of lA.*}^'-,'''} 
thew Dal^Iwin, Ri«q.* .TjfJ^ic 

The huttle of Qettynburg, cunimencinfr on the firHt of ■•' ''" 
July and fontinui«(f for three dnyx, iiehl I lie hcnrti* of njeti^^^jj 
in fearful HU.-'|>enHo. On Saturday and Sunday, r*rIottdn ife' 
of wounded men were brought to Fhitadelphia dircetly' t*; 
from tiie fiehl, in their hlomly garnien1», and dintrihuted to ,.. 
the different hoHpitaU througliout||he eity. ■%'• 

A note WBH i>cnt to Dr. Urainerd toward the rlo»o of thu.vtli^; 
Sahbuth morning Hcrvice, from the Union UefreHhnien| i,:Mv 
Huloon, re<|uexting linen, ImndagcH, an<l ehang«'H of under^ VV.- 
clothing for the wounded men in their ho.xpltai, Mtven' .."^ 
hundred and fifty in numlnT. This note wa« rend to thttjgf' 
congregation, the afternoon service omitted, andYtie re«t,pf, 
of the day devoted to receiving and delivering the gar- *j| 
ments sent in by the congregation. Dr. Hruinerd carried^ .^«s 
dowii twice, in a wagon, as many garmcntH ai* could l>oMu*i 
packed in it, accompanied by a invmlN^r of , his church, whujlfi^'V 
held on his lap a clothcH-baskct of the largest size, filled w^ 
wiiyji'^tlelicacieH for these sufferers. The remaining fim»'^^*'S 
was occupied in affording such aid at the hospital as ciry^))"''^ 
cumstances |>ermittcd. Dr. lirainerd was at all time^.. . 
ready to pray with the tlying and bury tlie dead. 

The tide of battle wa.-* turning; the op|>ression lightei)> 
ing from the heart by the victory of Ucmekal MbaME 
at Ucttysburg, and the retreat of Leu's army, when the 



■•«; 



* " It «M during tb« biltle of Oetljsburg, when rainun uf tliMutcr Cllnl 
th« »lr »nil mads tb* heart •iok; wbrn hastening fugitlvri were eomiog 
to tail aiaggaratad and alarnilng talca of the near approaob of th« coun- 
try '• eDeoiiM. It «ai diflcult tu tpcak with faopcrulneM uf tbe work ua- 
dcrlaken ; 7«t tbii b«autilul church vat finiihcd and dcdicaUd Dae. lAtb, 
\Mi."—»ltmoir''f>l.\\'.U,IJwi>>,f»iisni. 
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rountry wm electrified by tho tclpffraphic newx of th« 

SUUKNDBR OP VlCKKBURa tO GCNKRAt. OkAHT, Oil tbo lla- 

Uonal bitilulay, tbu Fourth of July. The reHCtiuii wan 
M great M the previous fear, BUit|>«ii8e, aii^ anguish bad 
liceii. '■■'" -^ 

Uy an inHtjnctive iinjiulse, patriotic men congregated at 
tbo Lbauub Houbb, as the pla4.-e where tlie truest Hynipt- 
tby ami beartieHt congratulatioim would naturally be met. 
Dr. Ufuinerd hurried to thlH i<pot, while at the ttanin time a 
iiie«8eii;rer was dit<pate|ied to bio hoii(>e with the following 
note, iniiwing him, of courau, — but he was there to answer 
the Huninious in person : 

"DrtRSm: . 

"We propose to give thanks to Oo<l at five o'eloek this 
afternoon, at Independence Square, for the suecesses of our 
arms. You are fequested to officiate. Please be at the 
League House at five o'clock precisely. 

" Very truly, 

f "^ " CUARL.i:8 GlBBONH. 

" Rir) I)h. Bbaixerd." 

We cannot give a narration of this orent to compare in 
interest with (be report published at the time in the liiiyrlh 
American, llowever well romcniliered, it will bear re. 
peiitiu^ ^''^ 

ff* A. Boltmnly-lmprtulT* tMa*. 

" Wir^bave read of the first prayer offered in the Conti- 
tiental Congress, and of the sublintity and inipressivencss 
of the scene, as the assembled body knelt while Jehovah 
was praised for the workings of bis providence in ordain- 
ing freedom to America. 

" Indc|iendencc Square yesterday saw a sight emulating 
H >D solemn grandeur, and presenting a spectacle Phila* 

n ■ 
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(iciphift never U'furc witiiPKfio)] — m*ver may afpiin. The 
ti<liiigi4 uf till! |lro)(r<.'Hrt of tlio Union arniH Itrou^'ht it about. 
Wh(>n fintt proniulgati-il, a iarj;*' niiinlM-r of the nieniU'ri* of 
the Union Letigut! met c<*inci<lently at the League ronnia. 
The thriing iuen>nm-(I until the place waH nearly filleil. 
Kverylxuly had left their pl«oe« of I)u«wes8, and the mem- 
bvrt( InHtiiR-tivcly foUght the League House fur mutual con- 
gratulation. 

" It wax propoiwil that Homething more than an informal 
recognition of mo Imuntiful a lileH.-iing of victory tthoulil Iw 
made, and the gentlemen preaent took stepx tQ nii^kc it. 
Birgfeld'it band of forty-six iitstrunienta woh Hecured, and 
with this at its lead the Union League, headed by the 
Itev. Kingston Qoddatrd and Uev. Dr. Itrainerd, moved 
down t'liestnnt Street to Inde|H'ndenee Square. >, 

"Ah the end «if the line reached the S(|iiure, all uncov- 
cred. The line filed to right and left, wben Hon. Charlea 
UibbonH aMcendeil the RtepM of tudependence Hull. Th0 
concourM) of people that now poured' into the Square wc-ro 
thousands in numl»er. They spread over a surface beyond 
earshot of the loudest enunciation. 

" Mr. GibbouH made a l>rief addre.-<!4. He said that this 
day the beginning of the end-is in view. The reljels are 
losing their strongholds, the cause of the Union is ap- 
proaching its 'Knal triumpli. He drew a pii-ture of what 
we were as a niition, what we arc, and what, in'Uod's 
providence, we shall lie. He spoke bricfiy an<l to the 
point, but was so overwhelmed with, cheers that we failed 
to catch his 8|H>ech as he uttered it. 

"Kev. Dr. Urainerd now bared his head, and instinct- 
ively — we believe reverently, as by an intuitive impulse—* 
every man present was uncovered. A hush fell upon thn 
densely crowded assemblage as the hand of the rtwerend 
dovtor was raised, and an invitation given to the multitude 
tu follow bim in rendering, thanks to Heaven for its many 
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nH>rfic8l and for crowning (he armn of the country wfth 
victory. 

" Amid more profound HJIcncn, we verily iK-lieve, than an 
e«|u«l hunilx-r of |KM)plc ever kept l)efore, Dr. Bruinerd gave 
prai^. He thanked the Almighty for the victories that 
were now crowning our armH. lie had chastened us in 
bia difpleoRure, and alike in tliat chastening aa now In the 
l)let»«ing upon our work he recr)gi>ixed the liand of tho 
Omnipotent, lit; implored the divine hlcHning upon the 
country and IIh people — that religion, and truth, and juHlleo 
might take the place of pride and arroganc<> and vainglory, 
and that this people might recognize in every event of life 
the ruling of divine power. He prayed for ttic I'rciiident 
and Cabinet; for the continued xucecHfrof our arms, and 
for the restoration of our national nnity; for lilx-rty to the 
oppreHfMKl ; for freedom to worship God everywhere, and 
for the coming of that day when bis kingdom shall extend 
over the whole earth. 

" When at the close of his prayer the Chrrstian minister 
pronounciMl the word 'Amen!' the whole multitude took up 
the Greek dissyllable, and as with one niiglity voice, n>> 
echoed it, reverently and solemnly, 'Amen !' 

" While this prayer was Iteing offered, the band silently 
disa|>pi>ared. As the fiual word of the supplication was 
pronounced, a strain of sacred music burst from overhead. 
The band had ascended to the State House steeple, and 
there played witK effect that no tongue can adequately 
descrilM) the air of Old Hundred, written by Martin LutiieF 
two centuries ago. 

" S|>ontancously a gentleman mounted a post, and started 
the melody to the words, 

' PraiM Cod fruia whom all blcialngi flow.' . 

. " The whole multitude caught it up, and a doxology was 
rang with a m^esty that Philadelphia never before heard. 
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Every voice ubited. The mpn.oter oratorion that vie hare 
heard, with a vocal chonisof Ihri'f hiiniirod HiiiprrH. dwin- 
dled into iiidigiiifivance in compariHon tu it. Kcv. Dr. 
Ouddard then pronounced the benedic-tion, and tiic va.<it. 
aadicnee again Covered theniM*lvc-8 and slowly diii|i«T8cd. 
The whole , twrne wait reniarkaltlc. It was a touching 
illustration of the fact that down deep in every man's heart, 
no matter what may be the utieraneeH of his lip, or hia 
daily walk and conversation, tdere is a recognition of the 
fact that the Lord reigneth." 

In this acme of the nation's agony it will lie remem- 
bered that the City of New York was under mob rule and 
mob law. As if treason and civil war on a gigantic scale 
were not enough to combat, the " foes of our own hou»chold" 
proved theni8<-lvcs the most bitter and malignant. The 
spirit of outlawry and misrule in the city extemlcd to ad- 
jacent towns; and wherever large masses uf foreigners- 
were employed, the influence of Democratic politicians 
arrayed them against the government of the country. 

Acts of violence were perpetrated in the towns on the 
Hudson River for a hundred miles in cxtetit. • 

Dr. Brainerd received a letter trom his daughter, resid- 
ing at Saugerties, Ulster County, New York, giving him 
an at^ount of the alarm of their quiet little town fro^^^i i^ 
threatened attack of the mob. His son-in-law had lM>eii 
active in promoting voluntary enlistments, and was known 
. as an earnest friend of the government. 

^During the absence of his father, a friendly message was 
brought to the family, stating that their house was marked 
for attack that night, advising them to dispense with lights 
and retire to the security of a nv'ighbor's dwHling, while 
some active friends would endeavor to divert the purpose 
: of the mob. 

The family were greatly alarmed, and passed several 
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houFA «f the nijfht in » jtrovc of frf«>« i«'«r the Iioum-,' 
wlii-nvthcy eoiilif ilixtiiK-tly hrar thn nniriniir nml ru.'<h oi 
Ihv excited iiia!«i«, alNiiit two i>i|Uiirc.4 illKlaiil. 

Insti-ad of n'plyinir to IiIh lUugliterV letter, Dr. Braiiierd 

aildrfM!t«d UAvernor Seviiiuur. 

* . 11 *, • 

' "r>ii.AniLrRU, JnlyZlit, ISM. 

" Hon. Horatio Setmour, . 

'"OOVKRNOB Of THK StATK OF XkW VoHK. 

Mr DcAK Sir: 

" You will pardon \\w litK-rty I take in nd4lre(<Binjf yon. 
Tboujcli I onc<> iiad the honor of an iutrodiietiun to you 
by my fritnid, Mr. ThonniH II. w5od, of Utiea. yet I can 
hardly ex|M'ct you to remenrU'r ni''. An a native of LewiH 
County, a Htudent of law in Konie, in the day.* of StorrH, 
Maynard, Heardsley, ItronHon, ctr ; ah a freipient vinitor 
orth,fl^reat Adirondat'k Forest, where I havo often heard 
of your RoJourninjT*. and aa ono familiar with your puhlic 
hiotory, I Keeui to have a rigrlit to approaeh you. I have 
a niittive in doing it at the present time. 

" My only r>bn, a graduate of Valu Colle)r<>, \* liattling 
for hix eountry'ri integrity and honor, on Morris Inland, 
South Carolina, under the gunn of Fort Sumter. lie 
may full there. My only daughter in the wife of Henry 
M. Boiei*. of SaugertleH, New York, a clai«f mate of my 
Bon'a and a noble young man, whose only fault 8e<>m8 to 
be that be enthuHiaotically HtandH by the flag and the lawa 
of the government of the«e United States. 

" I reii>ivcd to-<]ay a letter from niy daughter, in which 
8hc sayn that on Tuesday evening la«t, in the alwenrc of 
Mr. DoieH, Senior, an alarm was given that two hundred 
and fifty excited Irii«hnum, fre.xh from a drinkinghouHo, 
wcr« approaching, to bum down the miUHion of the 
family. - , 

" Jly daugbter, twenty-two years of age, with her in- 
' i1* 
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fuit of six monthR old, wcompsnied by the otbrr remain 
n)rnil>rrfl of the faiiiijy, wont Ii«r<'licaiii-<1 into tho np«<n 
air, and there waiteil until axxiired that a relativn, who 
waa a Democrat, had disMiiaded them from, hurnin;;^ the 
Wantifiil nianmon of Mr. BoieH, liy n^Muring them there 
was none 6m/ womf^n «'• the building. 

"I read thin rommunication with humiliation and hor- 
ror. My own and only daughter, with her little infunt, in 
the dead hour of night, put in peril of her life Iwcauxc her , 
liUHliand ccalontdy nuHtained the Iiiwh of liiiH rouutry ! 
This JH a ratic whieh conieH home to me; hut it itt only 
one of inai.y, I am informed, occurring in varioux parts of 
the State. And worse than this, the inipreMMion is forced 
upon me that these Irinh niobs are a part of the political 
machinery whieh unsi-rupulouH and heariiesH politicians 
are uHing to force the government of the United States 
into submission to reU'l terms, and to overcome and 
silence such as pafriotjvaliy stand by their flajr and their 
principli>8. Can anything be coDCt^ived more Imsc and 
dastardly than Rrst to inflame the prejudices and passions 
of an ignorant and excited class, by stirring up their jeal- 
ousy and hate of the poor blacks, and then turn them 
looae as a political police, to dragoon, by incendiarism and 
murder, intelligent, peaceful, and patriotic citizens into an 
abandonment of their principles and the cause of their 
country? A more diabolical scheme could not bo con- 
ceived ; a more certain method to reduce the country to 
anarchy and barbarism could nut bo adopted. 

" Fn>m your ancestral origin, your fine talents and high 
cultivation, from your instincts as a man of honor and a 
'gentleman, from your regard to the welfare of your State 
and country, from your felt obligations as a Christian and 
a citiaen, I know you must abhor this plot and this mod(f' 
of political action as really as I do,— as really as posterity 
will execrate it and its abettora. , » ""!' = . .;^'' 
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"If I un^eniUnd rour mcBs«>(i!«, you indnrw J he nrce*- 
•ity of pro!>oriitiii)r the war for thp n-ntoration of ih«' Union. 
To do thiH we miiHt have nu-n ; and, an thu nobly patriotic 
liavc ^ne out and fallen, luiluntary enlliitmenta droop, and 
the government in undrr toe newnHity of Huronionirig the 
morn Ht'lRsh and indidbrent to protert the inHtitutiona 
which 8bclt4.'r and protect them. There may be infelicities 
in the mode adopted f but, fl» thoMe who had a right have 
pn>scribed tlie nio<ie, Ih a man to bo mobltcd out of his 
house by an ignorant rabble Ihtousc be HtnmU by the laws 
of the land? poe8 not the matter demand a clear, nn-' 
equivocal exprewion on the part of" the governors of tbo 
Btatea, that they will favor and . encourage such bh in a 
day of peril are true to their country ? 

"The Irish character I have admired; and I have 
always refuM>d to sympathize with all those ' Kiiow- 
Nothing' operations which would rob them of their equal 
rights. Oa this account I regret that they Hhould be 
made tools by demagogues, and pushed out into ex* 
cesses which will stir up a deadly bate to their nation and 
their religion. The worst that the most excited faiialic 
of Protestantism ever uttered of danger from foreign im- 
migration will lie more than .realized, if traitorous dema- 
gogues succeed in using the Irish Catholics to palsy the 
arm of the government in its struggle with a wide-spread 
rebellion. • 

" But I trust the crisis is past. Tou have succeeded in 
quieting the city, and may God enable you to he the 
'terror of evil-doers' throughout my glorious native sHle. 
i send you a pamphlet, from which you will s^e I care 
nothing for party, but itouch for principles and for mj 
country. 

" With my best wishes fur your health and happiness, 
I remain Yours, 

" TaOMAB BlAINKaD." 



•^ 
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J In i> few »lay« the following laconic reply was received 

."B»tcrTlv« DirARTUKXT, 

'■ Albao;, JmIj 29th, I8<3. 

" Rkv. Tho8 Rrainbrd. 
"DeabSie: 
" Your letter of (he 2!i<tin8t. is received. Plcafe accept 
my tliankH for your f^ood wiribcR, and alito for tbc pamphlut, , 
' irhich I will examine when I have IviHurc. 

" Truly yourn, etc., ». 
^- ,1 "Horatio SKYMorR." 

Quiet and compnrnlive Heeurity In-ing rcKtored.Pr. Brai- • 
nerd went.Norll) for a nliort rest, after thcHc two niontbfl 
of intenxe excitement. He visited Ws dnu^'htcr at Sauger- 
tic» ; and while in thli4 rejrion, wan invited to join an e.x- 
curBion with some friends into Qreen County. He thought 
he had seen enough of treason nearer home, but here he 
found a more open, hold, and defiant spirit of oppoHit ion to 
the government than had yet eonic under his observation. 
At the hotel where the parly 8top|>ed, every newspaper 
' Was of the most unequivocal Cop|)erbend character. Dr. 
liraincrd examined a numl)er of The New Yort Day 
.Hook, a journal he had nwcr Ix-forc seen. He said M 
could not have lielieved, without the testimony of his own 
eyes, that a new8pa|H>r so steep<'d in treason and falsehood 
could b(! published in this country. He threw tho pa|)er 
down with an expression of contempt and indignation, and 
■gave the by-standers one of his scorching sjKjeches on the 
criminality of falsifying and olwtructing tlio measures of 
• the govcmmcnt in its efforts to restore lilierly and union 
to the country. A bar-room politician present took up the 
gauntlet, and a debate of the closest and most exciting na- 
ture ensued between them, holding all present amazed aud 
interested auditors for two hours. Finding Dr. Itraiucrd 
fully prepared for defense at every point of attack, thp 

■V' ■ . ■ .. ,- -. . ■ 
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politicisn finallr frsve up the battle,, najinff, " Tou are an 
emi»mrij sent up lierc by tlio government to curry out 
some Hchehie of your party !" The friends who accom- 
panicd Dr. Drainerd were much amuHod by this charge- 
In the evening, the clergyman of the neighborhood 
called upon him and thanked him for this timely service. 
Not a single loyal man, he said, had ventured to open his 
mouth in this place before. 

■ James VV. Massle, D.D., LL.D., of London, visited the 
United States in the summer of 1863. He was oqp of 
.» deputation to convey the sympathies of the rrot<>MaQt 
clergy of Great Britain and France to their brethren in 
the United States, in their great national struggle for 
liberty and human rights. 

The " letter "and "Address" of which Dr. Massiowoa 
the bearer bore the attested signatures of seven hundred and 
fifty-eight French pastors and four thousand British clergy- 
men. Dr. Massle made the tour of the United States, from 
Maine to the Mississippi, addressing large asKcrablag^s of 
clergymen of all denominations in the principal Northern ° 
cities. During his stay in Philadelphia he was the guest of 
Dr. Brainerd, and addressed a large meeting in^ his church at 
evening, which was attended by the city clergymen gcn^ 
. erally, and many of the members of the Union League. 
The following notice of bft mission was published by Dr. 
Brainerd : 

" The Rev. Dr. Massie is a Scotch clergymen, brought 
„»p at the feet of Dr. Chalmers, whom in ^lerson and man* 
Dcr he somewhat resembles. He was pastor for a time of 
one of the London churches, and identified with all the 
great reform movements of the liberal and progressive 
, party in England fur the last thirty years. A minister of 
peace and of universal > freedom, he came by declarations, 
to Bolten American prejudices against Kngland, and to 
cheer the efforts of all who were praying for the cmancipv 
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tion of tho slave. With a high admiration of our free in- 
fttitiitionH, and nn abiding faith in the aliiiiiy of our frovert:- . 
nient to protect its integrity and vindirate itn authority, 
he was prepared to look on the sunny )*ido of our character 
- and prospects, and iu onr darkest hours to give us words 
of confidence and cheer. He has put on record his high 
estimate of the material advantages of Philadelphia, of ita 
' alMunding comfort and taste, and of the sincere cordiality 
with which ho was here welcomed." " , , • 

In October of this yetfr, Dr. Braincrd'a son brought 
up from Morris Island a ship-load of sick and wounded 
men. lie was retained in Philadelphia, and appointed 
Executive Officer of the " Mower U. 8. A. General Hon- 
pital," at Chestnut Hill. This was the largest hospital 
In the country, containing thrco thousand five hundred 
patients. 

In JaniJy»ry, 1864, he was put in charge of the hospital 
at Hroad and Clicrry Streets ; and afterward had cliargo 
of " McClellan" and " Mower" Hospitals „ After the ter- 
mination of the war, in 1H65, Dr. T. C. Brainerd was 
ordered to close successively five of these large govern- 
ment hospitals ; superintending the sales of the prop- 
erty, and turning it over to the United States govern-' 
ment. 

In May, 1804, Dr. Brainerd was appointed Commis- 
sioner to tho General Assemby, which met at Dayton, 
Ohio, and was elected Moderator. He was now serving 
tho Presbyterian Church for tho aixth time as a delegate 
to the General Assembly, f'irst, in 1836," when the 
Assembly met in Pittsburg; in 1849, at Philadelphia; 
1854, Philadelphia; 1856, New York; 18A0, Pittsburg; 
1864, Dayton. 

Always averse to letter writing, his coinmunications to 
his family were short and hurried. 
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CURRENT EVRlfTK gl9 

■ "Dattos, Ohio, May 22(1, I8B4, 

''You have learned by the papers, I Hiippose, that I am 
in the Moderntor'H chair. May Ood eual)le mo tn do my 
duty in it. George Dufficid id Cleric. John Urainesd 
and UsoRQE Dcffield, D.D., were Moderator and Clerk 
in n(!4 1 Is it not a strange coincidence 1 

" I rode out yesterday with Major-Ooneral McCook an<l_ 
Rev. Dr. Thoma.s, of thia city. We went up on a hlJl to 
-Bi'C Indian fortifications, incloiiing a hundred acres." 
« « 4i « * * « * * 

"M»y 26th. 

• * * ' • <' \ye arc getting on well in the 

AMtembly, and I think will close ne.xt week or the In^it of 

this. I tind it ca.sy to manage the work, but hard to sit 

^out the sessionR. I hope to be home the first week in 

June." • ** • * ♦ * * 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the particulars of this 
8e8!iion. It was marked by hopefulness in the brighten- 
ing aspects of the war, as well as in the growing strength 
and influence of the churches. 

A little incident related by Dr. Specs, soon after the 
death of Dr. Brainerd, will interest those who were 
familiar with the habits and physical infirmities of tbo 
latter. He told Dr. Specs, confidentially, that on account 
of his nervousness he must have a high-bucked cha'r, to 
give support and rest to his head, or he could never sit 
out the sessions of the Assembly. Together they e.x- 
aniineil chairs of various quAlificatians until the.y foupd 
one which Dr. Brainerd pronounced precisely the right 
thing. It cfaancetl, too, to be one of the most beautiful 
and costly of its kind in the City of Dayton. The manu- 
faelurer, however, generously consented to loan it to t4ie 
cburvb for the present object. When the QeucrahAsseni' 
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biy adjourned and the^cimir was about to be restored to 
the warerooni!) of the owncir, tlie congregation refused to ^ 
part with it; purchased it at once fur the pulpit, and named 
it " The Brainbrd Cuair." The great interest fult in the 
deliberations of the Assembly was the reason given for 
retaining this " chair" as a memorial of that occasion. 

Lattar from B«t. John C. Smith, D.D. 

" Waihixotu!) Citt, Juna 2Stli, 18S4. 

"Rev. TuoMAs IJrainerd, D.D , 

"MODER.VTOR or GENERAL ASSEMBLY: ' 

" With your official letter, we presented the a'solutions 
of the Assembly beautifully trnnncribed on parchment, 
signed by Thomas Brainerd, Moderator, and Edwin F. 
llattield, Stated Clerk. 

" The President gave respectful and earnest attention to 
the reading, and said that be would write, his reply if he could 
find as much time. He was evidently much gratified with 
'the document;' and, though oppressed with special calls 
at the close of the session of Congress, he was cheerful 
and said kind things, especially to my young relative, who 
was charged with 'the resolutions,' while I read (with 
difficulty) the letter in the handwriting of my noble friend 
and honored brother of ' Old Pine Street.' May Qud bless 
hiiuiand his loyal church a thousand fold more and more, 
with all in our consecrated brotherhood. 
* . " Always, 

' "John C. Smith." 

On the Ist of July, I864« at the close of the Friday 
evening prayer-meeting, Dr. Brainerd was both surprised 
and gratified by a donation o{ fourteen hundred dollars, 
as a "supplement" to his moderate salary. This sum 
was contributed by the congregation and presented by 
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Robert J. Mercer, Esq. At the same time a very liand- 
Boino plated tea-:«crviao, from tlm ladies of the churcii, was 
presented to Mrs. Brainerd, by Oeorjife Young, Esii- 

While nb man cvertalked \eni about money for himHelf, 
or appeared to think les:^ of it. Dr. Brainerd gratefully 
appreciated pvery token of thoughtful connidcration in hirt 
people, Scasono of pecuniary embarrarfsnient, requiring 
self-denial, patience, and 8kill to overcome, were of fre- 
quent occurrence. Fifteen hundred dollars were still due" 
on the house which he had been sixteen years in purchas- 
ing. One year ho had managed to pay from his salary 
fire hundred dollarK onXho mortgage ; at others, one, two, 
or three hundred only. He no* added another hundved to 
this donation, and, with a light heart, paid off the mort- 
gage. The appropriation of this money to his hou-^e left the 
burden of living on " vmr priccH'' alwut the same as liefore. 

Dr. Brainerd was not insensible to the value of money ; 
ho was always collecting great sums 'for great objects ; 
and knew well both the difficulty of obtaining it ajd tho 
jvorth of the lM>nefits it could secure. 

Blessings, like trials, often come in clusters. >Soo'i after 
Dr. Brainerd's return home in the fall, he learned that one 
of his young men had originated a project for securing a 
paid-up " Life Insurancf." for three thousand dollars, 
for his pastor's family. This was a private enterprise, 
carried out l>y the atTectionate liberality of a few young 
men of the (^hur^h. 

In the fall of 1863, Dr. Brainerd went down to Fort 
Delaware and preached to the rol)cl prisoners there, eight 
thousand in number. The men came around him like Iwes ; 
many of them eager to tell him how much they disapproved 
of this war, or describe the mode by which they were 
forced into it. One man said he was on his way to a mill, 
when he was conip<-lled to leave his bag of corn and inarch 
with the company, without being allowed to return homo 

2S 
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to t«ke leave of Iii8 family. Among the prisoners he recojp. 
nized a {'renbyteriau clergyman of Maryliind, whom he had 
known before, and who hud preached for him in former 
ycarif. With an air of aMHnnied eonlidenre, he Raid, " Voii 
find me liere. Brother liralnerd, like John Bunyan, a Ruf- 
'ferer for my pi'ineiples." " I think you arc a great deal 
more like Jiviwdict Arnold," n-plied Mr. Lti-ainenl. 

A grt^at proportion of the men could not read, and a 
8uhool waa eatabliMhcd for them by the Union officers in 
chargu. Mr. Itrainerd offeriHl to aid the»e eilueational 
cITortB, aiid soon after his return he rMcivcd a letter from 
the chaplain, Rer. Wm. II. -Paddock, re(|ue!<ting him to 
send them one hundred speiliiigbooks, one hundred Hible- 
readcrt), and Afty Hiniple arithmetics. Hu adds, "When 
may we see your face here again, and hear your voico 
among the 'sick and in prison' V\ 

One of the prisirtiers from Te.xas told Mr. Brainerd that 
he preferred priHon-lifu to fighting against tb<^ flag that ho 
was taught to love in his youth. .^ 

After returning hon»e, the fall and winter were occupied 
with abundant labors in the churches, the city, and the ho^- 
pitalft. There were now in Philadelphia and the suburbs 
some twenty government hospitals, accommodating over 
thirty thousand sick and wounded soldiers. 

In the letter part of July Dr. Bruinerd left the city for 
his customary summer vacation, a portion of which was 
spent at Suugerties, and the remainder in a visit to liis 
native place in Northern New York. In October be at- 
tended the annual meeting of the American Board, at 
Worcester, Mass., of which'he was a corporate memlN-r. 

After his return and l)efore commencing in earnest his 
full apd winter work, Dr. ISMfnerScalled a meeting of the 
session of his church, and stated to them his increasing 
inability to sustain all the responsibilitit;s which had accu- 
mulated through twenty-eight/ years. He told them they 
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might do one of tlirep thin^H, — omit for a year the Siinilay 
afternoon prearhin); Kurvit-e, or cnfcn^t an asKJslnnt, or k-t 
him rcHifcn thu chnrgi; of the cliurch ultogvtlipr. It is al- 
most ni>(>(ll<>s8 to add that they accepted the firHt propoxl. , 
tioii, with the assurance that he Hhouhl have an assistant 
besides, if he really required one. 

For ten years the young men of the congregation had 
sustained a very vigorous and profitable jtrayer-mepting 
on 8abl)atri evenings. The large lecture-room was uni- 
formly crowded in goml weather, and Dr. Drainerd 'Waa 
unwilling to disturb this fine school for religious improve- 
ment, lie was always present at this meeting and made 
an address, as well as at the Wednesday and Friday eveii^ 
ing meetings. He was now sixty years of age, and worn 
by tho excitements of the war. He seemed to have a 
pre8<!ntinient that his work was drawing to its close. He 
frequently said, as I'rt>sident Lincoln did, " This war will 
kill mc/" It was amazing that he endured the continuous 
strain of nervous excitement through this period of four 
years. In what were termed " the dark days of tho re- 
Indlion," includitig the seven days lieforc Uichmond, Dr. 
lirainerii frequently rose at the dawn of day from a sleep- 
less pillow, and went out to get a newspaper, unable to 
wait the call of tho early newsboys. Supporting his head 
with .one hand while reading the paper, tho other hand 
frequently shook to such a dega>e that observers marveled 
that ho could keep his ?f6 on the printed line. 

A New Year's gift was presented to Ur. Brainerd)iin 
January, 18(id, which afforded him more unalloyed pleas- • 
nre than any token of alTectionate remembrance be ever 
received. It was a copy of his "Qoabter Century 
Skrmon," most .beautifully illustrated by bis friendand ex- 
parisbiuner, Frederick J. Dreer, Ksq. Mr. Dreer had Ikhju 
^hroe years collecting photographs and engravings of per- 
sons, places, and churches alluded to in tho sermon, — over 
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one hundred in numlxjr. Tlit-sc wore arranjrod and inserted 
Iq, the bouk with exquisiite taste ond skill, making u liirgo . 
octavo volume, two inches in thickness. 

Besides containinfif eighjy-livo portraits of elcrgynicm 
and friends, living and dead, with u large number of the 
Philadelphia churches, and other places of interest, it con- 
stituted a pictorial history of the quarter century gone hy, 
full of the most touching personal recollections. It was 
an album of his pastorate, and u most grat|^ful token of 
the affection which originated such a tribute of friendship 
to his'former pastor. 

Amid the accumulated labors of the next spring, 1865, , 
I>r. Urainenl prepared fur the press " The Life or John 
Bkaihehd, — the brother of David Brainerd, ond his suc- 
cessor as missionary to the Indians of New Jersey." As 
he hims|;lf states iu the preface, this was " his first attempt 
in making a book." " Possessing the diary of his name- 
sake and remote kinsman, and impressed by the holiness 
and consecration of his life, the author first projected this 
publication from family as well as public motives, with no 
expectation of gain or reputation." 

I)r. Brainerd had this publication in view for a year oi«- 
l wo preceding the war; and as he had opportunity, was' 
reading the history of the early missions to the Indians, 
and <;,ollecting such facts as the literature of that day sup- 
plied. He had written about two hundred pages, when 
the absorbing claims of the country in 1861 so occupied 
his mind that the work was wholly laid aside until tbo 
spring of 1865. Ho was induced to resume it at the soli- 
citation of a New England clergyman, whoso advice hod 
weight with him, and by the consideration of his preca- 
rious health, which migtit prevent its completion in the 
futura. When recommenced, it was carried on with hia 
usual energy, und finished in three muuths, making a vol- 
ume of 600 pages octavo. 
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Dr. Braincrii was iitiieh clicorod by tli«! hucccsi* of iiirt 
book; and the favorablu uotieca of it in tht- religious and 
secular |)a|M.>r8, a^ well as in the various (piartcrly reviews, 
afforded him substantial satisfovtion. Kxtcnded notices 
were published in sevcrar Enf^Ksh pa|icr8, the London 
Record, the W<^nlfyaii Times, the CltrMan Witness, and 
others. 

Ity the kindness of Dr. Mackenzie, we are enabled to 
give the aceunipanyinp^ characteristie letter, and his state- 
ment of the occasion which called it forth : 

/■ ' 

"PHiLiDKLPHii, March Ut, 1870. 

"Near the close of 1865, I received Dr. Hrainerd's 
'Life of John Brainord,' which had Iwen sent some weeks 
earlier, but was mislaid en route, t hud met Ur. B. onee, 
if not twice, at the St. Andrew's Society, and was struck 
with the thorough simplicity of his manners, with an 
under-current of quiet humor. In the street we always 
paused to exchange words en paaxant. I heard him 
preach, and was charmed with his carnesiness and unaf- 
fected piety. 

" When the- book reached nu'.'llie Prens, of which I have 
been literary editor since its establishment, in August, 
1857, was conlunding, single-handed (for all the other 
daily pa|)er8 kept aloof from the contest), for the privilege 
or right of having; the city passenger ears running on 
Sunday. It fhially carried the day, and could say, 'Atone 
I did it' Many of the city clergy took part against the 
Press on this question, Hr. Brain6rd among them. The 
tttrife was raging when I gol Dr. B.'s book. 

" Having a high opinion of John and David Brainerd, 
I read the book with interest, and \vas so much pleased 
with it that, in consideration of the subject, the execution, 
and the author (so long minister of Old Pine Stn>et 
Churchy in riiiladelphia), I gave it on extended review. 
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Had Dr. Jtrainord been twenty tinic8 an \'ehehient. ap:ninst 
tlie I'reMM on the cor {|uv8tiou us hu wa8, Unit could liavo 
madu no difference in my opinion of his Itook. 1 thought 
it entitled to a critical examination and a very favorable 
verdict, and it got both. Mr. Forney, proprietof of the 
J'reM», was in Washington when the article nppeared, and 
did not read it or hear of it until the /'re«« of February 
Ist, 18G6, reached him there. There was no necessity for 
eunsulting him on such a mutter. When ho returneu tu 
I'hiludelpliia he expressed \\\» satisraction at the course I 
had taken. It was this review which caused Dr. Urainerd 
to write to me on February 9lh. It gave me great pleas- 
*uru to find that n)y criliquv. hud grutified such a gifted), 
good, and religious man. I met him once after the re- 
ceipt of his letter, and he suid, very frankly, with the 
genial smile which often lighted up his face, 'When I 
read the kind criticism of yours oti my book, at a lime 
when I had felt it my duty to o|)|iose the PrvnH, 1 felt us 
if you had put couls of fire on my head.' All 'I could 
say was the plain truth, that both of us had done what 
we conceived to be our duty. IIo pressed my hand 
warmly, and evidently was much affected. I never again 
.saw him. 

"11. SiULTu.N Mackenzie." 

" I'HiLAUEi.PHiA, February 8tb, 180(1. 

"DiAR Da. Mackenzie: 

"I ought Iteforo this to have expressed my gratitude fur 
the extended, discriminating, and kind 'notice' of my' 
'John lirainerd,' in the /'roou of last week. Your critl- 
eisnis, so far as you have uttered them, are natural and 
just, and I am specially grateful (with what I know of 
your ability and taste, and uf the crudeness of nty ' book ') 
that yon treated its faults so inHulgoutly. 

"As David Brainerd was entirely supported by the 
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'Scotch Swioty,' John was in reality the first missionary 
or the Presbyterian Chiireh in this country. 

" I'erliaps you may have seen that the Wfuleyan Timrs, 
of London, has ^ive^ five columns, and the Bi'cord a 
column and a half to my book. All that ronies from the 
prestige of David's great name, of which John gains tlio 
benefit. I would like to scud a copy to the editor of the 
principal religious paper of Edinburgh. Is the WeeLlij 
Jieview the leading journal of rrcsbytcrians of all classes? 

" 1 am sorry Mr. Forney and the clergy have got into a 
muns. I said nothing until he struck at th'c clergy as a 
body, and at our American view.s of the fourth coniniand- 
mcnt. , 

"The pulpit aind the press, as educators of the world, 
ought to Im! on one side, and that the riyht aide, which it 
is not always easy to find. By ailmitting your very kind 
article into the I'regg, Mr. Forney has rather 'got me on , 
the hip.* Ho seems to lie coming up on the weak side of 
the ' proscriptivcs.' 

" Perhaps he has been imitating the generous chivalries' 
of knights of yore, who interspersed wnr with personal 
courtesies, as when Bruce said to D'Argcntine, — 

" ' Tbu>, then, ray noble foe, I grMt ; , 

Health and high fortune till we mo<it, 
And (hen — what pleatei Heaven,' 

" I hope it will ' please Heaven,' when ' we meet,' that it 
may be at my table for a social cup of tea, etc , so far ^a 
you arc concerned. 

"With great resjicct, I remain, i,,: 

* " Most truly yours, 

" Thomas Bbai NERD." 

It will be remembered that the war closed in the same 
month in which it opened by the bombardment of Fort 
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Kuniter. The iinlion wiih aifiiiii electrillt'-d liy tlii> n-port 
of tli^ fnll qf Uivliinuriil oii the :M of April. Afruin tlio 
people crowded tbe Union Li'Ojfiie rooms ; ngiiiii llie frrent 
procession hurried to Iiide|M'ndeiiee Scpiare and tlie old 
Statu llourio, ^iiere thrilliiff 8|)«eelieH, prnyers, and sa- 
cred niut^ic could ulone express their |?rateful joy. After 
an enthusiastic epeeeh from Charles Oililton.x, Ksq., Dr. 
Krninerd odiJreshed tlju asswubled uiultitndeijas follows: 

" Men^'of riiiladelpjiia and fellow-eitizens: — In the lonjif 
past there have In'en many stirring «'venis in our eountry'i^ 
' history, hut perimps none risinj^ In importance to that 
which l)rin;;H us here to-duy. The frrent events of our 
Revolution directly impressed hut three millions. Tho 
victory which we celelirnte hiis thrilled thirty millions, 
and promises to affect the dcstipy of this entire continent, 
with the hundred millions which shall people it in a thou- 
sand yetirs to come. AVe have come to this sacred edilico 
often iH'forc, A little more than ope year a){o, when a 
ruthless army of traitors was trcudiiiff down the harvesiH 
of Pennsylvania, and threatening; its metropolis, we enmo 
here, and not in vain, to invoke the protection of Alniijfhty 
God. In the hour of our country's ajjony, when there 
trembled in the scales all that had Imtu f(ained hy the 
luhnrs, prayers, and blood of our fathers; when there 
vibrated in the balance the freedom and elevation of an 
humble race; when the interests of mankind in all time 
and all lands, and the very existence of civiliuition itself. 
Were in peril, we Js'souffht (jlod in his mercy to proti'ct us. 
We iM'lieved that we had a right to exjtect, on our eousi) 
and our petitions, the sanction uf God. I call on you^ my ' 
fellow-citizens, from your own consciousness, to Iwar tes- 
timony that in our hearts we have cherished no inalico 
toward our brethren in tho South. We regarded with 
Burpritjc, with Morrow, with shame, the causes which 
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proRSud us nIuclaHl.ly into the prosi-nt roiifli(;». Wo did 
believe that liy liow fiitKrIi a fct'blc rnct; wuh dfirrudrd and 
opprei'sed, by so niiicli was ('hri!<tiani4y Imuiid to plead 
for llu'ir welfare. Wc^sccepted the bitter cup of war, 
forctul npon us, not iK'cenjse we loyed onr Southern lm?th- 
ronlesH, but because \f^!loved our eountrA-'and huumnily 
more. 'a, 

"The eloriry are hero m liirfft! nnntberi*. They have a 
rij{ht to Iw here. For niywelf, I can lift my hand to heaven, 
and, in the name of Chrint, with a clear conscience, ask 
God for success in our conftiet. It is alike the cause of 
fifovcrnnicnt, of order, an4 of human happiness. No 
clergyman has a right to hold an equivocal position in the 
hour of his country's ajfony. If the causi> lie worth the 
martyrdom of our noble youufr men, it is- a elerjr'ynian's 
duty to sanction the right and give consolation under the 
necessary sufferings of the contest.' As Ood heard our 
prayers offered in our defeats and perils, it is most fit and. 
proper that when by his favor our noble army has Iri- 
umphcd over the chif.>f seat of treason — over the very nest 
of reliellion — wo come here to relievo our swelling hearts 
by devout thanksgiving to the Author of all good. Prince 
Eug<>ne, in heralding a victory, said, ' It is easy to be de- 
vout when we are happy !' I trust, then, you will al| 
bare your heads and incline your hearts while we are led 
by the Uev. Mr. Brooks, of this city, in expressing our 
gratitude for the great victory which has crowned our 
national arms." 

Rev. Phillips Brooks then otTured a m«st impressive 
prayer, and, with a closing benediction, the vast assejiibluge 
disi>er8ed. 

A week later came the niossago of Lee's aurrender and 
{\io death o/ the rebelliun. 

This information, it will In> rcnienibercd, was received 
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by tpli'irrnm on Siinilay evening, April 9th. From iiino 
oV-lock iiiilil twelve \\w (limr-U'll of. Hr. ItriiliiorilV Iioiimi* 
WQH riiriff at (4't'(|iifnt iiittTvol:) by t'litliusiustic rrii-mls, to 
coiiiniunicnto'tbirt intflll^^eiivv — almost too groat for Imlief. 
Tb(< |>caliiiK bcliii of thv city soon confirmed these "glaa 
lidittgn of (jrval Jo;/." 

Dr. HrniiHTil hurricti from tin- hoii.H- ; xtoppcM] for n friend 
M hom he found in iiis Hlipperx, niid i«aid, " Put on your 
boots and come with me !" 

Allndinf; to this ueeu.-^ion some time nf\erwurd, this ;(cn- 
Ib'nuiii said : " \Vo went into Chestnut Street toj»ellier on 
8alibfllh-nif(ht, as tiie news of LeeV surrender tiirew our 
tpiiet eity into debrium. Pitrtiii};: with Dr. Hrninerd at a 
late hour in frout of his own door, bis whole lM>iii)f s(>emed 
to iflow with gratitude. ' (^ood-night,' said be, 'y<m will 
not forget this walk ; wu have never seen the like of this 
before, and will never tM.>e .snch a night again.' 

" The triinsition from national joy to national grief caino 
quickly. On the night of Oood Friday, April 14th, 18G5, 
Ahkaiiam Lincoln wns slain. A night of daikuo,4R, of 
longer duration than that which fell on Kgypt in the davH 
of Moses, shroudvd the laud, and there was no 'liijhl in 
our dwe.lUngK.^ Without manuscript, ond almost without 
a selected text, Dr. Hrainerd on the Sabltuth morning fol- 
lowing the sud event, entereil Olil riiie Street Church, 
crowded, unexpectedly to him, to its full capacity, and foran 
hour and u half preached with an unction and power such 
us 'are never wielded except by the great in intellect and 
eio(|n<'nt in speech. Indeed, ho spoki* as though some mi- 
raculous agent hud sustained him. We never knew a man 
more bountifully entlowed to equal every eniergency which, 
iu the course of Providence, he was cullcil to Oil." 

On timt fearful idght of the fourteenth of April, at tho 
very hour when the r^-a/ tragedy was enacting iu Ford's 
Theater, the quiet circle for prayer iu Pine Street Church 
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wrre ronaiilcriiifr the ccmtly siicTifice for iTic rcilomiitioii of 
tlie rnco. The evciiinjy of " Uoiui Friilny " luid jtiven tliin ' . 
turn to tlio furrcnt of rcmnrkfi. \h. liniiiicril closrd tlio 
nicctin)^ with an aililri'Hs siijr^cMtivv of thf };riititU(l<> that 
would Ik! the lino of ttiy victim (if oucli nn ono'couid \w 
found) who hnd nvcriwl llie whuksalit lil<H)d>*hpd of tho 
hilc wnr liy tlic volunliiry sncrifiri! of hininclf ; npplyin^ 
this illuxlrtition li> lht> Hacrific-c of the Son of Ooil for a h»<t 
world; and i-losvd with Ihtt iiuotation, " It \» uxpcdicnt for 
U8 tliat one man t<houJd dit- for thu pcoplu, and that tho 
whole nation iierinh not.'' 

Thi'fso romarks worn rci-alU'd bj' IIioh»> who listt-niM] to 
them, as ahuoHt prophutic, when the kiM-ll was tsoundcd 
throujz'iiout the eountry the next morning; over its mur- 
dered President. Tho hush that fell upon the nutioti after 
its pieans of victory ; the Borrow that MO 8oon ; 

•' Trod qn the hwl" of Jiijr," 

when strong men )i:rasped each other's liandH in (tileiit nn- 
l^uish, while <ear» like rain fell from ihi-ir eyes, will never 
Im; forpfotten. 

Uefore it was fully lijrht the next morning Dr. Brainerd 
heard anxious Voiees in the street, and caujrht the words — 
" The Premdcnt killed!'^ He spranjr froni his hed, opened 
the window, and asked what had hnppened. A ^roup of 
colored men near luld him (he terrible faet, and no class of 
men felt it more deeply than they. 

Amid the vast demonstrations of woe which clothed tho 
country in sackcloth, l>r. Kraineni said none ^ere to him 
so touchiiiff as when the poor colored pe^iple fastened up 
their small stri])s of black craiM! or muslin on their tlwell- 
inprs in the courts and ulleya, as a sorrowful tribute to the 
worth of their hent-frieud. 

Occasionally a pleasant occurrence conne<;ted with tho 
past or present f^limmered out to reliovo tho lowering sky 
of these dark days. 
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Such worp l«!ttors, like the followinjir from lloii. Nathaniul 
Wrijfht, of Cincinnnti, proving tho udhureiico of Dr. Brai- 
■ norUV early fricmlH : • 

"ClxcmNATi, Fob. Slh, ISA.'i. 

"My PEAR oi,D Friekd: 

" You mu»t ttlluw. mc to hv. thus familiar with you, to 
. toll you how much I waa grutifluU with your letter of Jan- 
uary 7tb. It niUKt bo that I am getting old, for I find mvHeir 
almost alone, e*o far as intiniaten out of my own family arc 
concerned ; and I hcc that you are getting old enough to 
realize how much this endears to you the few that re- 
main." 

Speaking of the death of Mr. John Oroeslx-ck, Judge 
Wright says : '.' Our vi<(W8 wore very much alike in rcli- 
giou.s and church matters; and, among other* things, we 
agreed in our estimation of yourself, n^garding you afl 
the most djscreet and reliable man for counsel among our 
acquaintances of the clergy. You may recollect that one 
or the other, perhaps both of us, have often applied to you 
for advice — and, by-the-way, your advice has always 
turned out right. Wo used often to talk of you, and 
always when important church movements were to lie 
mad*;. 

" I rejoice that your situation is so pleasant and your 
life 80 useful. You say you are not satisfied with your- 
self; very natural — but how' should it be then with multi- 
tudes of others ?♦•***♦• 
" Your loving friend, 

"N. WBionx." 

While the United States School-ship "Sabinf." wag 
anchored in the Delaware, in the spring of I8)S5, Dr. ISrni- 
nerd received a note from' Comiuodore R B. Lowry, com- 
manding the ship, in which hu says, "It will givu me 
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great pleasure if, on any Sunday oftcrnoon, it will suit 
your convenience to yiHit this ve«Hel onii address the lioj's 
under my charjre." Dr. Brainerd' was alile to nnikfi but 
one visit and address in response to this invitation ; but 
at thq June communion he had the satisraction of receiv- 
ing to the memlH'rHhip of his church the first lieutenant of 
the ship, a fine younfi man with an "finfily »leeve." — 
having' lost his arm at the taking of New Orleans. 

In May', I>r. Itrainenl went to lirooklyn, to attend the 
General Assembly, which convened on the 18th. His 
op«!ning sermon was preached from the text, "He that 
winiu'lh goulu iJt leine,'' Prov. xi. 30. And the' subject — 
"Wisdom in winning souls" — implied not only that it was 
wise to win souls, but that (jrval u-imhm, in its common 
acceptation, was requisite for the successful prosecution of 
this work. 

The sermon was thus noticed in the Xew York Evan- 
gelUt: 

" Brooki.tx, M»y lOlh, 1803. 

"The opeiiing of the General Assembly in Lafayette 
Avenue Church, yesterday, was participated in by a very 
large number of Commissioners, but by a very slim audi- 
ence from the people. The people had no idea of what 
they missed in failing to hear the sermon of. Dr. Brainerd. 
Although physically weok, so that he feared he should not 
be oble to endure the fatigue of delivery, the doctor held 
his audience for over an hour in deli);hted, aroused atten- 
tion, stirring the highest moods of feeling, and not unfre- 
quently causing a buzz of assent and satisfaction as he 
pronounced his strong, terse conclusions, or provoking 
their smiles by his shrewd and telling illustrations and 
thrusts at error in church and state. We shall uot at- 
tempt to analyze the sermon, as we give it in full in nn- 
othor place ; but we must say its tone and temper were 

S9 
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most whok'sonip, ond the voiinRpr ministry in the AH8i>m> 
biy could not but enrry from it grrinn of tlioii^lit, ruins 
of action, and principli'si of judgment of the highcnt im- 
j>ortancc to tlicm in their future career. It was raoro 
reliHhvd, and difTuncd more real pIcaHurc amon;^ the audi- 
ence, than any Modcratur'8 Hernion wo have Iwen privi- 
leged to hear." ' „ 

At the conclusion of his sermon, Dr. Hrnincrd sard that 
as the state of his health ilid not |ierniit liini to perforiu 
tiic duties of a (*omniis»iioiuT, he hud given way to his 
alternate, Ucv. John \\. Heeve, one of the first two colored 
men ever elected to the (leneral Assembly. 

The following letter to the editor of the .lm»?>NV'(in 
Prfubytcrian, shows the estimate in which Mr. Ileevo 
was held by the Fourth Presbytery, of which he was a 
member : 



1 



"Dbab Bkother Mears: 

" As my health. and inclination will not allow me to taka 
my place us a delegate to the Qeneral Assembly, I may 
b«^ allowed to say a word for my alternate, the Rev. John 
B. Reeve. 

" He is, I believe, the first colored man ever elected to 
any Ueneral Assembly. As our grand national conniet 
has settN'd -the (piestion that color is no longer to Ik! an 
Bp(dogy for oppression, and os colored men have shed their 
blood freely for our flag and our x-ountry, there seems to 
l)V' a propriety in giving some merited token of respect 
and regard to their representatives in the church. Aud- 
it is eminently proper tliat our braucb of theVhureh, which ^^ 
first enunciated the principles of human freedom, should 
l)c the first to rise above the prejudices of caxle. 

" That my alternate will personally do no discredit to 
the Assembly may be' inferred from the following letter. 



■f' •""T'V- "'fW^f-'^SVl,-?'"' 



SKT. JOBS B. REEVS. 3S5 

which I rcci'ivcd from my <Iislinpni«ho(] frifiid, Ilov. T. 
il. Skiniior, I>.D. Aiauiip^ us Mr. Rtrvo liiiri KU.staiii<!<I 
thu characttT vvbivb ho brought. 

"T110MA8 Drainerd." 

" New Yi)R«, J«ny. 24th, Udl. 

" Rev. AND DEAR Rrother : 

" Jidin B Ilfj'Vf. of oiir senior olacs, informn mc that 
\w buK a cull from a ciuircb of Africnn.s, in I'liilailcl|*liia, 
to lH>ci)nic their pa.-ttor. He i)< bim.sulf a culoretl man, and 
I presume he has no prospect of exercising his ministry, 
except among his fellow-Africans. Kut it is only his 
color that limits bis sphere. He has nut a su|M>rior in 
thit class as to the preaching gift, and I doubt if there is 
one above bint, in acnilemieal and tiierilogical culture. He 
stands' among the first in all the departments in our semi- 
nary. Ho will, I am sure, appear at our anniversary among 
the Ave or six who will receive siH-ciul distimMiun, as 
speaker, on the occasion.' 

"And bo is, in other respects, a first-rate man. There 
Is not one of our students of a sounder mind on the sul>- 
ject of slavery anil its political l>earings. and on all^ the 
points which are so much ogilaled in church and'sfati' in 
.these times. His piety comnianils every one's confidence; 
and his gentlemanly and dignified course in his relations 
with his whito brethren in tlio seminary, is a sufficient 
presage of what be will I)e in general society. Apart 
from his complexion, be would t)e in as much demand, in 
churches of our Iwst cla«B, as the l)est of bis clussinateH. 
1 regard Mr. Rei^ve as entitled to no common interest 
from bis white brethren a.s a candidate for the pulpit. I 
have never known a man of color at all comparable to 
biiii. I rejoice that be is called to Pbilndelpbia. 
. , , " Yours in Christ, 

"TuoB. H. Skinnkb." 
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The WBr WHS over. Thti two " Uefroslimplit Saloon.s " 
wore publicly cIoihmI, Aupunt SStli, 18(15, with apprupriutu 
cerfiiiuiiieti at the Acudcmy of Music. 

Fouctccn hundred ftoldivra, however, arriving just at this 
time, tlio "Union" Haluou waft reopened, and provided 
nieniB for 30,009 returning troops, udditionul. It wait 
fiimDy clo!«cd D(>eenil)er Ist, 18()5, nnd llie liuiidings taken 
down on the 3d of January, 1800. It went into o|H-ra- 
lion on the 27ih of May, 1801; — and during thiH (tcriud 
the reeeiptH were estimated at about $130,000, including 
money, sanitary Htores, and donationu in provisions, etc. 

" From thiH fund more than a million of nieala wero 
provided, not only for the soldiers, but for sailors, refugees, 
freednien, and Southerh prisonerij or deserters ; no one who 
claimed their hospitality ever Wing turned away. All this 
was d<uie by the voluntary oflerings of the people, day by 
day, week by week, month by month, andyear by year, the 
Committee receiving no aid wliatever from city, State, or 
general government 

"Two hospitals were erected in connection with the 
Saloon, where 15,000 sick nnd wounded have received 
medical treatmunl, and 20,000 haW had their wounds 
dressed m tran>iihi." \ 

Hun. Kdward Kvcrctt said of this eWtcrpri.«e, " It has 
given your city a new and most conimunding title to her 
beautiful name." ' • . 

" A( •! • well-fpring lilruck on holy grourd, 
Ilrra l^ilriolitm drew iti lira tovw ; 
Anil lika Ihe drkught SamarU'i daughter found, 

Ita rreihooa Ufted all the Journry through." • 

When these builtlings were closed and removed, tlie 

"Committee" sent to Dr. Uruinerd, as memorials of his 

interest in them, and their appreciation of it, one of the 

' dinner castors which had Ik-cu used in this service, and a 

fine large stuffed Eaoli, — (he gift to the Siiloon of a soldier 
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from Norlhern Xi'W York, who early in tho conflict Iniil 
down liifi life for his country. Novor were sacred relics 
more highly valued or luoro fondly cherished. 

Early on a sunimer niorninfi: of 1805, Mr. Drainerd heart! 
the approaching tramp of ninny horm'ri in the street, and 
rimnK' haHtily, reached the window just in time to mv on^ 
of the young men from his church, Colonel Charles H. 
Hand, who went out at the lirst cull fur volunteers, rcturu- 
iug at the liead of a regiment of ciivniry. 

Hronzcd and scarred in the service, as well as his war- 
worn veteran Holdiers, the instant and mutual recognition, 
with the bow, Hmilcv and wave of the hand, lM>tween the 
pastor and the young officer, conveyed the Kratoful as- 
Huraiico of the return of peace. Colonel Hand had lN<ei| 
ill numl>crl(;RH engagenients through the war. Uc was 
swamped in the Shenandoah, taken prisoner, wounded and 
tni|M>riled often on land and tsea, but e8cai>ed all to return 
in safety. 

l)r. Brainerd introduced in liis church the early Now- 
Y»!ur'i» morning prayer-nHH>ting«, commencing January, 
1838, the year after his settleniont, and continuing with- 
out interruption through every year of liis ministry in 
Pine Street Church, the last one being held on New 
Year's morning, 1866. IIo never failed to be present 
at these early meetings, in all conditions of health and of 
weather. It was a most inspiriting sight to those who had 
braved the winter storm, or trodden over tlie crisp, spark- 
ling snow before light, to find the largo Iccture-rbom well 
fdled with a happy, grateful company ; and at the close of 
the hour's service, to witness the hearty congratulations 
and good wishes expressed on every side. Several people 
uniformly attended these meetings from Wharton Street, a 
mile south, and fl'om Vine Street, a mile north of the 
church. 

■ 89«' 
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Other churcheft in the city followol this rxBmpIe, nftcr 
B few years, making it ijuilc a Phila(li>l|tliiu ouHtoni. 

Dr. Hraitiord usually gave out a " ma.rim " toward the 
clone of the meeting, as a help to the menilKTs of the 
church in their purposes of improvement fqr the new year, 
or of resignation and trust under its trials. ' Quite a nuni- 
t)cr have told him that the}' religiously adopted these 
"maxims" as monitors through the ycor, and found sul>- 
stantinl aid and comfort in so doing. Some of the youngi-r 
mcmlicrs kept a record of them, noting their suecess or 
failure in abiding hy the spirit of their inMructions. 

We give here a few of these " maxima "as speeimena of 
their character. ' 

^Obey and tru.st. 

Do right, Uieause it is right. 

Be, and not seem. 

" Life for life " — Life here, for life Etcrnaf. 

Never be troubled aljout what you can't help; nor what 
you can ! 

In the early years of his ministry, a metrical one wa.s 
given out: 

I wilV not knowjnfcljr offend, ; 

„•' . Nor iMiljr bo offenjed ! •■- 

' What li wrong I'll (Irire to mead, » 
And eodur* what oan't b« men l«d. 

; *> 

The first public "Thanksgiving" ever appointed by 
the Governor of Pennsylvania was in the lall of 1838. 
From this time until his death Dr. Itrainerd never failed, 
in a single instance, to officiate in his own pulpit on these 
anniverriiiries. He regarded it as a signal mercy that be 
bad health and ability to be present at every New Year's 
praycr-nicctingfor twenty-eightyears.and to preach twenty- 
eight Thanksgiving Scrmoua. 

About the year 1800, a few young men of Dr. Brainerd'H 
church cstabfishcd a Sabbath-sehoul in the vicinity of the 
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Navy Yard, naming it " Tni! Rrainerd Mission Scnoou" 
Mr. Ranilolpli Sailer wus the orijrinutor and the moving 
spirit of this enterprise, and carried it forward with great 
energy and skill. The school was held In the hall of one 
of the fire companies, until the room iNicame entirely too 
small for its oiierations. Mr. Sailer then m«ture<t a 
project for building a fine large cha|)cl in Greenwich Street, 
suitable for religious services, in a neighborhood where 
such an influence was greatly needed. Tire niuner van 
secured by his efforts; a tasteful building erected at a cost 
of $12,000 dollars, and paid for, and the .new cha|)el was 
dedicated on the 14th of January, 1866. 

Dr. Braincrd officiated at the dedication. Preaching was 
lield in the cha|)cl every Sabbath evening to large and 
attentive congregations, from the time of its completion. 

The following year., 1 867," the enterprise grew into a 
self-sustaining church, under the title of " Tiik Qreenwicii 
Street Church." The Ilev. Mr. Ilutton was chosen pos- 
tor, and Mr. Randolph Sailer elected nn elder. Mr. Sailer 
was a graduate of Union Theological Seminary in 186U; 
. but he was compelled to relinquiHh his (rherislicd purpose 
of preaching on account of a ficrious affection of his eyes. 
Had ho foreseen the shortness of his life-service, he could 
not better have appropriated it than in planting a Christian 
church, where the go.spel which he was not allowed him- 
self to preach should be faithfully proclaimed by other 
men. Mr. Sailer followed his beloved pastor to the upper 
sanctuary in just three years from the dedication of his 
favorite " Minsion Chapel." He was a young man of fine 
talents, of uncommon executive power, and of most con- 
sistent and symmetrical piety. . , 

Another Sabbath-school in which Dr. Bralnerd was 
deeply interested was that of the " Robert Raikes School," 
in Sixth Street, l)elow Fii7,water. Originally started on 
the "union" plan, it had grodually become a fogler-vhild of 
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Pine Street Cliureh. Foe sevonleen yenr* it was BUHtniiiLMr 
by Dr. Bruiiienrrt tliurih, wliile the 8U(H'rinteii(k'Ht and 
tuachera were all, drawn from the «am«t' source. Tho 
building in wbii-ti the Hoboul wan held fur many vearH, 
under the old " union" tenure, wiih une.x|M>ete(lIy sold, • 
without the knowledge of the nmnagiTii, nnd tho xebool 
turned adrift, bomeleiiS The bouxe would have b«'en pur- . 
chased byl'ine Street Church if this ntovenient hud In-en 
known in Heason for eountiel and united action. Knrolling 
between three and four bundn^d HcholarH, the school waa 
forced to accept such temporary accoinuiudationB a>« the 
neighborhood aflforded, which were neither comfortable nor 
sufficient. In connection with the tenchern and Huperin- 
teudent, I)r. Hrainerd attempted to secure for the school a 
letter building than the one from which it had b^en ho in-' 
conHi^lerately ejected, lie obtained permitidion from tho 
TruHti«9 of Pine Street Church to erect a Huituble building 
for the U8C of the school, on the burial-lot in CuriK-ntcr 
StrtHit, belonging to the church, and enlixted fur tho work 
tho interest of aeveralof his lilMsral men.* 

At this stage of the enterprise Dr. Hrainerd was obliged 
to leave the city, but he assurt'd the noble band of teachers, 
who weVe endeavoring to collect funds for the new build- 
ing, that. after his return be would give his first attention 
to this work, anil see it through to its completion. 

The dismay which followed the sudden death of their 
pastor, the complicity of claims ari.sing from the necessity 
of refitting the church, in order to jireserve its proB|mrity, 
created some binderance and, discouragement at first. Hut ■ 
the. friends of the Uol>ert Itaikes School wisely counidercd 
tho carrying out of Dr. lirainerd's views in this matter as 



• A on|iy of ih* Roiolutlun of the Tranloef, gnnting tlic apprniirU- 
tiun or til* lot for the fcboolhuuio, w»a taken from I>r. Brminerd'i cult 
|»Mliat after Ilia dcalji, in Auguet, 186t, 
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the licst proof ttt their regard for him, and the result en- 
tirely juntiiicd tlie dvL-ixion. , 

With great labor and Ke|f-Haerifice on the part of a fcW, 
the BU|)crinteudent «88uniiug personally the responriibility 
of half the pecuniary expcn>>e, u iM'antiful huilding'waa 
eonipleted, at a co8t of seven thuuxand dollarH, and -wasi 
ready for oecnpntion on the first of January, 186": 'The 
name was changed from " Robert llnikes" to " TllB. 
, liBAi.NERD MEMoaiAL ScHUOL," M the " Braincrd Misfiiou 
School" was merged in the "Ureenwich Street Churehi" 

On the second annivertinry of the school, in its new 
building, and the twenty-first year of its ag«,>, the super- 
intendent, Mr. Oeorge GrifBth!<, reported 400 seholarH, 56 
exjKJrIenced, earnest teachers, with a new library of 1000 
volumes. A largo number from this nursery have joined 
the communion of Pine Street Church, and the place is 
ulrcody Ijeconiing too strait for them. 

Qreenwieh Street Sabbath-Vichoo] gives evidence of equal 
prospi'rity on its eighth anniversary, reporting 500 schol- 
ars, and at the close of the second year, " the church owns 
profxirty worth (17,000, and owes nothing." 

Including the Home School at Pine Street Church, about 
■twelve hundrtnl children have received Sabbath-school in- 
struction from the parent church, — each of the three 
schools averaging over 400 fcholurs. 

One of Dr. Braioerd's prominent characteristics was 
his love for his young people; and almost his last act was 
to secure a |>ermanent meiuoHal to the patriotism and valor 
of those who bnd served their country, both the living and 
the dead. A Roll or Honor, recording the names of the 
one hundred and thirty volunteers who had entered the 
army atid navy for the wur, licautifully engrossed and 
framed, was plated in the vestibule of the church,* while 
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Sli LIFE OF REV. TnOMAS BRATIfERD, D.D. 

nn oxqnittilrly flnishod Mt'BAt TABf.KT. dfsijrnfd by K<lr 
win (Jri'l)lf, Ks(|r, (•ontiiiiietl tlif iiann't< of the fiV/A/w/i who 
had ralleii in tho conflict. The tublct is four ff<>t by hovcii, 
of flno Italian marble, with a design in baHs.rulivf carv<>d 
in a panoj ol^the lop, rfpn-sonting the martyr'n crown of 
thoriix, with tho nhftcklfs of fiav.cry Bevi-rod by the sword. 
Then follow, in clironolo);icnl order, the nnmoH of the yoiinff 
men, witiv tlio date and the place of their death. Two 
were utarvcd to death in Libby I'rison, ami two were 
killed at the Htormiiin of rctersburff. Tlie tablet wa« 
placed at the right hand of the midilie door of entrance, 
in a roomy veMibule, which is filled every Sabbath with 
vinitors, examining with rei-rreueo ami admiration this 
well-merited tribute to the " Marttr* ok 1'ine Street 
CliBBcii." They In-or among them tlie rank of Ijjcutenant, 
Captain, Adjutant, and Surgeon, and the brave young 
men of the rank and lile arc here equally honored and 
lamented. 

When the tablet was placed in the wall on the Irtt of 
May, 1800, an inauguration ceremony was observed, wliich 
was generally noticed and fully deticrilM-d in the daily and 
weekly papersi both religiouH and secular. One of them 
thu8 speaks of it : ' 

"An occasion of solemn and unwonted interest was wit- 
nessed in Old Pine Street Church on Tuesday, May 1st. 
Tb« mural tablet, inscribed with the names of tl>e fallen 
heroes, whom tho old church will now clierish as among 
her most precious ornaments, and wliose reconl of service 
and martyrdom site shall twine forever as a thread of gold 
among her history, had licen conspicuously placed in tho 
wall of the vestibule, and now the pastor and people 
assembled suitably to commemorate tlie deed." 

[Tlio talilet is then descrilied, and the iriVrmluctory ser- 
vices of music and prayer suitably noticed.] 

" Dr Braiuerd said that ' he hoped the duty of doing 
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honor to *ur noble dead, Iwsun '•> thi.< cliurch to-dny, wenld 
l»c followwl liy every cliiirfh in the laiiil. He knew that 
if those wlio«' name:* are in8cril)ed ujion that talih-t had 
been aHluSd what tribute tliey would nioHt delight in, if 
they wefe to fall in tlieir country's cause, they would pro- 
fcr to^rememl)ered by their church, ami honored just a« 
we have honored them. Many of those whotw nnnics 
apitcar on the tablet he had baptized in their infancy, and 
he felt still that tiieyVvere bin children.' 

"Dr. Urainerd said, 'Our action to-day wuh dcHigned: 

'"1. As a per|>etual r<J^ike to the traitors by whose 
hands lliey fell, and the <lixpO!iition to conciliate the trea- 
son for- which they fell. 

'"2. As niarkin<^ the priceless cost of the unity and 
freedom wroujrht out by their sufferings. 

"'3. As a tribute to their own noble pntriotism. 

'"4. As a consolation to bereaved niuihers and sisters, 
who have in these sons no treasure but their memory and 
their fame.'" 

' ' '. ' ' ♦ 

Dr. Hraincrd then introiluced Chorles flibbons, Ei»q., 
who made a most telling t<peech. He was followed l>y 
Hon. Morton McMiehael, the Mayor of Philoilelphia, who 
in a few well chosen words stateil that he was there in' 
his offivial capacity : " He came in the name of his high 
position, ns tlie chief m»j(!stratc of Philadelphia, to in- 
dorse the action of this cougregqtion in the erection of that 
monument to tlH>ir honored dead, He hoiM'd to see thu 
example emulated by every church in the land." 

After the Mayor's short address, the assemltly was dis- 
misse<l with the iM-nediction. 

It was said by one of the city editors "that no tribute to 
the memory of the gallant men who perished, ns mortyrs 
to a holy cause could Im> more appropriate. It would kt^ep 
their memories green in the localities where they were l)cst 
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known, and haiul down to posterity an in)|)oriHl)al)l<' rcriird 
of their patriotic d«'odn.'' f 

The day followinf; tliis public porvicr, ox Or. ItrninrnI 
Htood \r the vcetiliiil«f of the Wiiirch cxainininfr thin \wttn- 
tifiil rooiiunicnt, ho Kaid to hiniM'ir, a^ if tiiiiikinj^ aloud, 
"Xow I have dofie ovcTvlhing for my diiir hoyn that I 
can poiiHilily ()(> for thoiii !" 

At the niteling of the (ieneral Assenihly in May, ISGO, 
Pr Braineril was appointed Chairman of the New School 
Committee on " Ueusion " 1I(! wim ofipoinled on the 
first Comniittt-c to open "Fralerniil CorreHpondence" with 
the other branch of the IVeobylerinn Church in 1849, and 
Hubmitted a paper in relation to it. He had marked the ' 
profcrcfH of.eonfidenee and fruternnl iM'ariii}^ thmufrli the!«e 
•seventeen years with growinjf interest. In the Keport of 
the Committee, which met in the City of New York in 
.February and May of the followinjir year, lHfi7, it was 
said: "The circumstances in which the Committees held 
their first meeting were so |H>culiar as to demand s|)ecJal 
niOntion, as the}' .were fitted to produce an unusual 
sobriety. 

"The chairmen of both Committees, as orig'inally con- 
Ktituted, were ajwent. One, llev. Dr. IJrainerd, had k'en 
translated to thnt world where all the distinctions of 
Christian (iiscipleship, which exist on the earth, are lost 
in the harmony of heaven. The other, Her. Dr. Krebs, 
was disabled by severe illness from all participation in 
our conferences, waiting for that chnnj^e to come which 
will unite him to the greit company of Christian ministers 
in th« kingdom of Qod." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

rouKTH or tvvt, i860— bickption or rate rLAOs. 

PREPARATIONS were being made on « great Rcale 
for the celebration of the approaching Fourth of July ; 
which wa8 to be signaliced by the reception of the Stati 
Flaqs. Ten thousand dollars were appropriated by the 
Cjty Councils of Philadelphia to defray the eipenscg of 
the coming ceremonies; and everything was done to make 
this closing scene of the great events of the last five years 
worthy of the history which it commemorated. An im- 
menM amphitheater of semicircular scats was erected in 
Independence Square, back of Independence Hall, leaving 
an open space id front, of one hundred feet, through to tite 
Walnut Street gate. The seats, fifteen in nunibe'r, rising 
one above the other, the last being sixteen feet elevation . 
from the ground. The staging included in thene arrtfhge- 
ments accommodated over six thousand persons. Tiie 
stand in the center, with an elevation of tea feet, was de- 
signed for the principal actors in the " Reception." This . 
center platform was capable of seating over sixty persons; 
the wholet including the rear of the State House, the 
entrance gates to the Square, and the arcade of stately 
trees, was beautifully ornamented with national flags and 
mottoes. " 

About three weeks in advance of this celebration, Dr. 
Brainerd received the following note from Colonel Ell- 
maker: ... 
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" U"iiT«i> Htat*" Maiwiial'k Orrirr, 
"Philwlrlphtii, June l.1lh, I8A«. 

" lUv. AND niAB Sir: 

" You hove Iwen Hrlt-rlcU l>y th«? c-omniitt^^ appointnl 
to make •rranf(('ni)-ntH Tor (hit ri'i-i-ption nf tht; Stat<,> CnlorH, 
on the Fourth of July iirxl, hy hi» Kxt'<'lli'iicy„(lf>¥»Tiior 
'Ctirtin, to oAVt a prayer at th«' n>ninu'ii(rnioni of the een-- 
monieM in In(le|H-ndcnre Square. Will you have the kind* 
neM to lei me'.' hear from you at an early day on the »ul>- 

jeclf 

Very truly your ol>t. Hcrvt., 

" P. C. Kllmakir, Chairman nf Commilltf. 
"Rbv. Tho& Hrainerd." 

_JiIo ct-lebration of the kind wnt* over atfeniled with Hiich 
exc-ilcnicnt in I'liilodeljihia. The enrly part of the day 
was line ; and the tteatH appropriated to MfHTlnlon* wern 
fliled lonjr Iwforo the appointed hour. The xeatn nn 
the left of the amphitheater were occupied by the orphnii 
children of the Holdiera froqi the various " IIomPH" of 
Pcnntiylvania. Twelve hundred were present ;\niM, until 
the arrival of the military procetiHion, they Hung • number 
of touching aongs, prepared for the occasion. 

The head of the grand procetision reached the Walnut 
Street gate of the Square at ten minnles.of eleven o'cI<>ck. 
The fliHt to enter the gate wa^ Major-Qeneral Huncock 
and staff, amid cheers that might have l)een heard at Wal- 
nut Street wharf. Soon afterward Major-Oeneral Meade 
and staff entered, and again shout after shout rent the air. 
The Square soon became fliletl by the numerous color- 
bearers, with their standards torn and discolored, which 
excited tliose who saw them to a still higher pitch nf en- 

asiaam. " Up toward the walls of the hall the tattered 
banners were borne ; up the avenue came the hronxcd 
guards who had borne them through scores of Imttles ; 
and up rose the multitudes of men and women who hail 
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Iwon awaitinf^ the maf^nificent aight. No livinfc man or 
woman will ever hcc Much a 8ig:ht a^fain ax thai preMentinl 
when tlio^e torn flags wero gathtTv<l around the stand 
where the reception waci to take place." In solid phalanx, 
through the whole length of the avenue, one hundred feet 
wide, from the hall to the Walnut Street gate, wan thia 
fortiHt or battle-gtained, war-worn, shattered standardit, in 
the hands of the very veterans who hail carried theui 
through the strife and fire of battle. 

The exorcises wore opened by the playing of a triumphal 
march by Uirgfeld's Band, after which a short introductory^ 
speech was made l>y General White. Who announced that 
prayer would be offered by Rev. Thomas Braincrd. 

The presentation of the colors to Uovernur Curtiu by 
General Meade then followed. 

General Meade said, amid repeated cheering : " Of all 

the honors that have been showered upon me for the 

humble services which it has licon in my power to render 

to my country, none have been so grateful to me, and of 

none am I so proud, as l>eing on this occasion the rcpm- 

sentative of these hardy and noble men who stand before 
ym,_ « m * *• «« * * 

' " I wilt not attempt here to recount the deeds of the 
soldiers of Pennsylvania. To do so would Ixr to repeat 
the history of this war ; for, with few exceptions, there is 
not a battle-field from Gettysburg to Mobile that the 
ground has not been stained by the blood of the sbldiers 
of Pennsylvania." 

In bis reply. Governor Curtin said : " If I consulted 
my own feelings, I would receive these Oags in silence; 
for this occasion is its own most eloquent orator. Human 
lips cannot express such le.^suns of patriotism, of sacrifice 
and heroism as these sacred relics sublimely attest. 
* » • .• • » ** 

" Ab the official representative of tlie^ O^mmonwealtb, I 
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onnot take back the remnants oftlie colors nbe committed 
to your keeping without attempting to gather into my arms 
tbe niil measure of her overflowing gratitude and lay it at 
your feet. 

* • *! • " In the presence of these mute 
symbols of living soldiers [pointing to the flags], of yonder 
touching memorials of our dead soldiers [pointing to the 
children], in fealty to the blood poured out like water, in 
remembrance of the sorrows yet to be assuaged and the 
bui^ens yet to borne, in loyalty to our State, to our coun- 
try, to our fellow men everywhere, and to Ood, let us rise 
to the height of our great privileges and place the Ameri- 
can government upon the enduring basis of justice and 
liberty." 

No feature of tbe celebration wqs more impressive than 
tbe presence of the soldiers' orphans, twelve hundred in 
number, who are provided for aud educated by the State 
of Pennsylvania. The boys, in uniform, six hundred and 
fifty, walked in tbe procession with soldierly pride and 
manliness. After the ceremonies of tbe nrtrning, a sump- 
tuous dinner was provided for them, at the Soldiers' Home, 
Sixteenth and Filbert Streets, by Mrs. John Winter, at 
her own expense. They were visited here by many dis- 
tinguished cititcns, and in the afternoon were taken to 
tbe League House, where. Governor Curtin made a short 
address to them. 

Tbe little girip, about five hundred, rode in the beautiful 
ambulances of the fire companies, which, during the war, 
had borne so many thousands of our wounded soldiers 
from the railroad stations to tbe hospitals. Those were 
fitted up aud decorated fur this grateful service, and were 
now filled with these little girls, each carrying in her hand 
a small American flag, and singing as they moved along. 
A delegation from forty-five fire companies, in full equip- 
ments, with chi«f engineer and assistants, acted as "guard 
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of hooor" to thoBe children. Many of thv liravu men lia-l 
th('i|i8elvpH served in the war who were now fruardinj; their 
fallen coniradca' children.* It was a Ixjautiful M|H>ctaole, 

Pr. Uraincrd'rt friends renicnibcc the enthusiasm with 
which he entered into every interest relating to the coun- 
try. He rep^arded those great public 'demonstrations ns 
links uniting the past with the present — "the patriots who- 
cr>-dted the U.NiuN with the patriots who saved it." It has 
1)een said ot our national festival that " God himself long 
ago took this day into his own keeping and crowned it 
wiih glory and honor, which it should be our glory and 
honor to preserie." 

During the |>erformance of the " Triumphal March," at 
the beginning of the exercises, Dr. Urainerd observed the 
Iter. Dr Ilutter, a friend of twenty year8,'on the platform 
near' him. lie beckoned to him, and as h6 appronched 
«aid, "I am nervous and »halcy under this excitcjnent, 
Drotbcr Ilutter. Will you give me the. support of your 
arm through my part of the service?" Dr. , Ilutter re- 
plied, "There is^no one I would rather have lean upon me, 
Uruther Brainerd." "And there is no one whom I would 
rather lean aiwn," added Mr. Brainerd f 

The great heat of the day at high noon ; the discomfort 
of the packed crowd, both on the platform and throughout 
the square; the hum and buzz of thirty thousand people, 
made it impossible for the speaker to be heard except by 
those immediately around him. Even the reporters only 
caught an occasionatphrase, so that the published petition 
wap really the reporters^ prayer, instead of Dr. Brainerd's. 

'* TbeH it«iBi of tb« eclebntioB an of eourae gleaned fruin the report* 
of the papari at th« time. 

t ThU little fraternal eolloqny waa relatrd tome weeks after by Dr. 
Itntter. who (aid to a member of bii family, ou bit return homo, "Dr. 
Dralnerd ie more feeble then hii friends imagfoc,— a general tremor 
•teeUid him tbrongh the whole of hie prayer." 
30* 
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After the Bervicfc was over, be turned to Qovernor Cur- 
tin and General Meade, who stood near him, and said, "/ 
hope the Lord heard that prayer, for lam eure no one 
the did P' 

This was his last public service for the City of PhiladeU 
phia and the country he loved so intensely. It was fitting 
that he should be there. He had served through the four 
years' struggle with treason as faithfully as these veteran 
soldiers ; he had watched, and labored, and prayed with 
them and for them. It was fitting he should lay down hia 
colors, with these toil-marked and bibod-marked banners, 
on the birthday of the nation — " born again"^ to-dny to a 
purer and higher life, and "hnptized" vi'Mh the blood of 
"four hundred thousand" of her sons. It was a most 
appropriate close of his patriotic Mfg. 

Dr. Brainerd preached in his own pulpit on the following 
Sabbath, July 8th. This was his farewell message to his 
<ywh beloved Christian household, and it seemed to 
breathe a prophetic consciousness of his removal from 
them. 

He preached from the text, "Abide with us, for 'it is 
towards evening and the day is far spent." Luke, xxir. 29. 

After the introduction, he said, " This was a proper 
prayer for ua. We could have the spiritual presence of 
Jesus, if we could not have his visible presence. We 
could have him for eternity, instead of a tarricr for a 
night. 

" We may say, ' Abide with us,' by the efficacy of hia 
atonement ; ' 

" By the ever-present aid^bf his spirit : 

'" Lo, I am with you alway.' > 

" ' Whefe two or three are gathered together in my 
; naitie,' etc. . • 

" In the light of bis truth he will ' abide with ns.' 
" Truth heard, remembered, understood. 
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not oar heart burn within u8 while he opened 
to us the Seripturoa?' 
"Truth obeyed :' Whosoever sholl do the will of 
Odd, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother.' 
"' Abide with us ' to sanctify : 

" We need i)enitcnce, humility, faith. 
"We need a model 

For prayer, for forbearance, for l)enevolence. 
' lie went about doing good.' 
"' Abide with us ' in thy dj/m/joMi/ ; 
v"We have such burdens in Providence; in our 
sins ; in the spirit of the world ; we need s\ m- 
pathy. 
" ' Abide with us' by thy jwwer : 
V " To protect us from evil ; to aid and answer our 
prayers ; to give effect to our labors. ' I cnn do 
all things through Christ which strengtiieneth 
me.' 
' "Abide with us all: 

"These little children; these young men iu]d maid- 
ens; these in middle life ; these aged oncs^ 
whom ' it is towards evening and the i 
spent.' 

" Abide with ns et'cryioAerfi ; 
"In this house; ia oar families; our stores; our 
^ journeys. 
" Abide with us ewer.' 
"In prositcrity ; in affliction ; in death ; at the judg- 
ment-seat 
" If Jesus abide with us we are safe. 

" Let us, in view of this subject, 
"Remove every hinderance to the abidance of Christ. 
" Let us tell the world how blessed it is to have the 
abidance of Christ." 
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This skeleton was filled out iri his own way, with full 
illustrations oncvery point. The occasion of his prosi^c- 
tive journey led him to say many tender and touchinj; 
things, lie prayed that Jesus would "nfciV/*'" with his Ik*- 
loved people during their reparation, and amid all their 
wanderings. 

The whole wrvice was imlwied with the spirit and tho 
tenderness of a final leave-taking and benediction. Th'o 
pi'ople wept as though' he bad spoken the words of Paul, — 
" Thill theij Hhoutd gee liinface no more." 

Dr. Bniinerd h(ft t'hiladeiphia on the no.xt Wednesday, 
July lull, to visit his doughter, in her new residence, at 
' Scranton, I'a. He had accepted, with considerable hesita- 
tion, an urgent invitation tu preach at Easton, I'a , on the an- 
niversary of the " Brainerd Kvangt>lical Society," connected 
with Lafayette College, July 32d. lie declined at first from 
a reluctance to burden his season of recreation with the re- 
8p')nsibilities of an important service ; but as tho managers 
of this anniversary seemed very desirous to make the occa- 
sion this yeara sp«>eial '• Jfrainerd" service, he finally con- 
sented. His recent publication of the life of one of these 
missionary brothers, including a sketch of the other, had 
Btiniulated his interest in the locution of their labors, and 
added another motive to tboelainis of the College Society. 
He was considerably invigorated by his ten days of rest, 
and enjoyed very Inucli his explorations in Luzerne County, 
to him a new section of country. Commencement- week at 
Lafayette College was the hottest of the summer, i^id the 
church where he preached was very much crowded and 
illy ventilated. Still, he felt no serious ill effects from tho 
service, and spoke of his visit to Easton with unalloyed 
satisfaction. The occasion was thus noticed by the Eaa- 
lon Daily Exprnais : 
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THE BRAINERD SERVICES. 

"Rev. Tliomas Brninerd, D.D., of Philaddphin, grand- 
nephew of the well-known niisBionary, David nrainerd)' 
preached the annual sermon before the Bt'ainerd Mis- 
sionary Society of the College ii^ the Brainerd Church,, 
standing on the very spot consecrated by the self-<1cnying 
labors of that early and successful preacher to the Indians. 
The text was, ' Let no man despise thy youth ;' and the 
venerable divine, in language of rare polish, gnve words of 
counsel to the young men before bim that will long I)o re- ° 
membcred. He dwelt upon the noble work which David 
Brainerd had done,, and which was finished at an early age 
when many ministers were just commencing theirs. The 
speaker was in feeble health, and sometimes his voice could 
scarcely be heard by all in the crowded house, yet the 
respectful and eager attention to catch every word, showed 
how much he was honored, and how much the discourse 
itself was valued." 

The most observable symptom of imimircd strength for 
the past year was in his voice, which ha<i been remarkable 
for its compass and volume ; but now it often seemed too 
great an effort for Dr. Brainerd to speak with his accus- 
tomed strength ; although when he became absorl>ed in 
his subject he frequently rose to the ordinary tone of other 
years. The American Preabyterian, in noticing this oc- 
casion, says : ^ 

" There was a singular and beautiful propriety in the 
event That he should be invited to perform the duty " 
was felt to be highly becoming. But thnt the descendant < 
and the biographer of the Brainerds who preached upon 
that coi^ecrated ground centuries ago should, after a life 
of active and honorable labor for the Master, give his last 
public testimony to the truth upon that spot, at the call of 
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tlie youth of oiir ilay organized its tlie lirainfrd Mii>i>ioimr;/ 
tiocivlii, ill ' The Hraiiiml, Chnrrh ;" tills hiippy coincidiiiife 
WOH notiiin$f IcfiH than th« 8cal of Providcncu put upon tho 
lifp-work of Thomas Bmiiierd." 

- This la!*t puhlio scrvico of Dr. Hrnincrd's life was on tho 
twonty-sccond of July, IBllfi. On the twenty-fourth he re- 
turned to Seranlon, mid fur two weeks occupied himself in 
riding and walking over the beautiful hills and valleys of 
this region, with great enjoyment and apparently \v;iih 
decided pliysieal Improvement. He n-lished n wfW Beld ; 
lind the large mining operations of this county opened fresh 
sources of observation and interest to him. Nearly every 
day he would bring home some incident of liis iCdventures 
to relate, espi|cially in connection witii conversations held 
with the miners iit thi.'ir noon hour of rest. 

Talking with these men one dny, he in(|uired how many 
of them were in the habit of drinking whisky. He then 
asked what the cost was ]ier day. Making a calculation 
for the year, he showed them the iM-nclits of abstinence in 
n pe(;uniary view, — and said that one man could soon pur- 
chase a horse with his siivings ; and another biiild a snug ' 
house in a few years. One of the men replied that a friend 
of hit* had tried theex|KTiment ; he was solier, imiu.strious, 
and economical ; be saved his money and bought a horxe, 
but the horse died in a week after, so he lost his time, his 
money, his whisky, and his horiM^! Then, us the conipuny 
joined in the laugh at his adroitness, he called out, " Hut 
come and see us again, captain I We won't trifle with 
your advice." 

Two events, of a private social character, occurred just 
before Dr. Hrainerd left Philadelphia, which tended to in- 
crease his depression. One wos the departure for Kurope, 
for a term of eighteen months, of his friund and former 
elder, Alexander Whilldin, Esq. Associated in the cloiuiMt 
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Intimncy for thirty yonrs, with never a dipsentinjif ^pitiion • 
botw^n them, Mr. Hrnincrit felt that in Mr. Wliilltliii lie 

; bad a true friund and brother, as well as "elder" and 
■ counselor ; a man whom ho coulil loan upon in every tinio . 
of need. Althriuffh separated from his chureh for the ln.«t , .> 
few years, by bin removal to the northern part of the city, v 

■ and olBeially oonneeted with North Broad Street. Churcli, ' : 
time and distance made no inroads upon their friend.ibip. . 

Mr. Whilldin's house was the frecpient terminus of Mr. 
Brainerd's rides, the place of his hrcai-fanA ca\l» in ibo 
summer mornini^, and the refuge from professional vcxa- ' 

,tiona that coveted a re.st f(|^the heart. There was an , 

ominous shadow upon his mind wJien Mr. Whilldin de- 
parted for his long Flastcrn journey, whieb left tbt^ im- 
pression that he had taken his final leave of him. 

The other event, occurring within the same week and 
In the same family connection, was the 'sudden dwitb of 
Captain VVilmon Whilldin. Captain Whilldin was just ^ 
the age of Dr. Urainerd, and their mutual friendship bad 

' strengthened with every year of its progress. He was a 

. man of ready sympathies, of most gi.-nerous impulses, and 
prompt to aid, with heart and purse, every iK-nevolent ol)- 
ject which gained bis approbation. He was President of ■ * 

, the Hoard of Trpslei'S of Pine Street Church ; and only ' - 

a day or two before bis death bo went with Dr. Brainurd * 

to examine the site for the new Mission Sebool-houso, de- 
' signed for the Robert Uaikcs Sabbatb-sebool ; and with •" 

characteristic enthusiasm assured Dr. Brainenl that ho :'', 

would see this enterprise through, if he bad to liiiiiil tiio 
house entirely himself. lie was an earnest patriot, and 
in the very commencement of the wa'r, when Major An- ' :'.'; 
derson ond his men were shut up in Fort Sumter, Captain - 
Whilldin declared if ho could gain the consent of tiie gov- , 
V crnment be would " provision bis steamboat and go directly v 

down to their relief." 
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But the fate . - ^ 

" Of the br«»* ' MMiifjf' men, ' 

Shut ap in their narrow pen, 
'. \i Bittling for life"— . 

"' 
- wa8 settled before any plaus could be matured fur their 

rescue. 

Captain Wbilldin always retained a large share of Mr. 
Braincrd's respect and affection. ' 
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CHAPTER XVr. 

if ■ ■ . ' ■ 

DEATH AT BCI(ANT0N, PA. — FUNEBAL SERVICES. 

IN just a month oftcr Dr. Brainerd left Philadelphia hin 
daughter's' two little children were attacked with an 
epidemic disease, which terminated fatally in a few days. 
The youngest child, flfteen months old, died on the 10th 
of August ; and the elder, three and a half years of age, 
on the 13lh. They were very lovely, promising children; 
and fond as Dr. Brainerd was of all children, those of his 
only daughter were inexpre.'tsibly dear to him. Worn by 
the excitements of the war, his nervous system was un- 
equal to tho shock of this great bereavement. Ho bore 
it externally with composure, and iKint his efforts to 
strengthen the overwhelmed young parents hader the 
blow. But it was too heavy for him. 

The death of the children being communicated by tele- ■ 
gram to friends in Philadelphia, and published in the 
papers there, called out a number of kind, sympathetic 
letters from the elders of Pine Street Church as well as 
other friends in the city. These letters were so grateful 
to him that he replied to them immediately; and, in the 
following week, be bad answered them all but one, which 
he designed to write the next day. 

Dr. Braincrd's son had resigned his post in the army, 
and returned from Little Rock, Arkansas, a few weeks pre- 
vious to these events. Leaving his wife and child at Sau- 
gorties. New York, he joined the circle' at Scranton on the 
lOlb of August, a few hours after the death of his sister's 
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yoiingefit cliilil. TIi8 prewnco nt thin time wns n {i^ent 
support and comfort to the entire family. He remained to 
help them through all that was to fallow. In the nflcr- 
uoon of the 2l8tof AujiruRt, his father walked with him 
over to Hyde I'nrk, a suliurh of Scranton, about two miles 
diBlant, and back. He eompluined of beinf^ a little tired, 
liiit partook of his 8up|x>r with his usual appetite and ' 
joined in the conversation of the evenii));. After reclining 
on the sofa about half an hour, he roiie, sayinfj^, " I am 
'somewhat tired and will go to bed ; but don't let me dis- 
turb the rest of you ;" and bidding the family a cheerful 
" goodnight," he left the room. His wife followed him 
in a few minutes, and after reaching their room he com- 
menced talking of his grandchildren. His wife said »\w 
could not yet reconcile herself to their death. He replied, 
" We, must be reconciled! 1 trust it will do us all goml ; 
1 hope that I shall In; more reconciled lo the will of God 
and better fitted for hi» Mrvice by thi» trial." This was 
the last sentence he ever spoke. He fell asleep in a few 
[ minutes, and slept as tran(|uiily as a child until afier 
eleven o'clock. But, — " At midnight there was a cry," — 
his wife was awakened at one o'clock by a heavy groan ; 
believing ho was suffering from " nightmare," she en- 
deavored to rouse him, but in vain. Tiien hastily calling 
her son, who had been a practicing physician for six years, 

' and who reached his father's bedside in half a minute, 
every effort was made to restore hiiu to consciousness, — 
but, with two or three heavy breathings and then a soft 
gasp, he was gone. His daughter and her husband bent 
over his lifeless form, and the latter then ran for his family 
physician at the request of Dr. Driiincrd's son, who still 
(tersistcd in stimulating efforts, even though persuaded of 
their uselessness. Dr. Urainerd's countenance all this 

'j time was perfectly tranquil and natural ; be lay with his 
' eyes and mouth closed, and his left hand under his cheek, 
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SH If in » pcnoefnl slumber — not n slmdotv of tvax or sulTwr- 
inf^ u|H)n hJH facr. 

With the early li^lit of morning' a ti'legrani announcing 
tlic death of Dr. liraint-nl wrh sent ftp the press, and to 
friends in Philadelphia, requ('!<ting thdJM to open the house 
in Pine Street; and at nine o'clock a. m. Wp family left Scran- 
ton, with their precious and silent hurdt^n, for the desolated 
Home, where they arrived at six p.m., August a2d, 18fi6. 

The necessary measures for leaving Scranton in the early 
train allowed no opportunity for funeral siTviees, and yet ', 
at the early hour of eight, a.m., the Kev. I)r. Ilickok, of 
Scranton, with many of the leading eit'izens, including tho 
Methodist, Kpiscopal, and Baptist clergymen of the place, . 
gathered spontaneously at the house of Dr. Hrainerd's son- 
in-law, where Dr. Uickok conducted a short 8«'rvice; after 
which'they all accompanied the liody to the railroad station. - 

A large number of Pine Street congregation weretisscni- 
blcd at Dr. lirainerd's house on the arrival of the family at 
Philadelphia for this sad reception. Before noon tho same - 
day the notice of Dr. Brainerd's death was postetl on tho 
bulletin boards of several leading uews)iapcrs of the city, 
and published in the evening pa|K<rs, so thot the news of 
the event W'as widely circulated before night. John C. 
Farr, Esq., one of the elders of his church, carried homo 
the tidings to his family; and on reaching his summer 
residence, a few miles from tho city, he found then Dr. 
Brainerd's la»t lellrr, written the day before, and receivt-d 
after his death. This letter was read by Mr. Parr at the 
Friday evening prayer-meeting the day before Dr. Brai- 
nerd's interment at Pine Street Church. * ^ . 

"ScBAXTOX, Aogual 2lat, 18W. 

"John C. Faiib. Esq. 

" Dkak Bhotiibr ^ 

" Your kind and sympathizing letter was gratefully re- 
ceived. We need all the aid our friends can furnish to 
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help us ))car. oar great Borrows. Our trouble came I iko a 
I clap or thunder in a clear nky. For three weekn after we 
^-'l reached lic^u vt'.e all had excellent health; the little chil- 
dren were full of life and happineHS. Little Mary was my 
companion in my work in the garden ond my walks. She 
was one of the sweetest solaces of my life. The little boy 
was sick five days, and the little girl three. Their disease 
(dysentery) was a painful one, carrying theiii down rapidly. 
We had with us Mr. Boies, Sr.,his daughtei Ella, and my 
son Thomas. We had all the support of each other in our 
' trials, which was a great mercy. Our house now seems 
desolate. Poor Emma and her husband are quiet, self- 
controlled, submissive, but perfectly crushed In t+jcir alTec- 
tion^ and hopes. I am concerned for Emma's mental and 
physical health. She is of the still sort, and her feelings... 
run deep. Iltsr mother and myself must not leave her 
alone just yet in her empty house. We think some of 
taking a trip with Emma and her husband to Quebec, 
to try, by new scenes, to break the thoughts which 
overburden her. If I go, we can hardly exjKjct to get 
back to Philadelphia until the middle, at least, of Sep- 
temtxT. I feel that my first duty now is to protect and 
comfort my stricken child. Is it not so ? My wife and I 
have hardly reached the grace to ' rejoice in affliction,' but 
we lay ' our finger on our lips,' and bow our heads and say, 
'the- will of the Lord be done.' ' The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, and blessed Ims his holy name.' 

"It comforts us both to know that old friends, like Mrs. 
Farr and yourself, appreciate our sorrows, and are bearing 
and praying with us. With love from Mrs. Urainerd, 
» Emma, her husband, and myself to you all, 
"I remain your friend and pastor, 

" TUOMAS Drainerd. 

"P.S. — If you please, show this letter to the session, if 
convenient" 
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Another letter, written a few days earlier, adtiresseil to 
... Samiiul Work, Esq., whh aUo recfivcd afii-r Dr. Braincrd'a 
death, in cuUacquuncc uf Mr. ^Vorl('^i ab^ience from tho 
City. ^ 

A- ' "8cii.tii^M, Aag 17, IBM. 

" Dkar HRoTnKR Work : 

"I am ol)lig(>il to ynu for yniir l(iiid, sympathizing letter. 

We arc alnioxt heart-broken over tho lt>«."< of our lillle ones, 

who made the light and joy of the hoU8e. Poor Kmnia ia 

''. drinking a bitter eup. I ho|M> that neither her mind nor 

her health will fail under the blow. Your own triatr< from 

the Hanie caiiec I well-remenilwr, and hopie that Emma 

and tier mother will (ind support where you obtained it — 

^''. at a throne of grace. It seems to lie my duty now to 

'^'^)^tay by Emma until sbo rallitiS from her sorrows; and 

' 'thia may detain nio longer from the church than I at tirst 

> ' purposed. If 80, I will let you know in time. 

■ " I am glad to hear of your health, and that you arc en- 
. gage(| in plans for entering on business for which you arc 
so Well qualified. May God bless you above the past I 
" We are in good bands. Every event, in Qod's holy 
< providence will prove a blessing, if improved. 

" With hearty love from us all to Mrs. W., Mory, 
Samuel, and yourself, 

" I remain your friend, ever, 

"Tnoa Urainerd."* 

If any immediate cause other than Dr. Urainerd's im- 
paired strength and the death of his grandchildren, hnst- 
e led the final result of his own death, it was tho excite- 
ment of a discussion held the day but one preceding his 

* Dr. BralDard'i d»u(litcr died on tlis tat uf Novemlier, 1808, • liul* 
more tliaD Iwo >ewri aflar tlia<« aventf, leaving • littla bo; (wantjroita 
' muulba old. 

31* ' . 
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death, with a prominent Old School clergyman on the re- 
union of the PrcsbytiTJan Church. 

From the time of hi8 appointment a^ Chairman of the 
Committee on " Reunion," Dr. Brainerd inquired the opin- 
ion of all the clergymen he met, of both hrnnchen, "feeling 
the pulse of the churches, 7 as he expressed it, in regard to 
this measure. > 

In reply to Dr. Brainerd's inquiry, the person addressed 
expressed the most decided opposition to reunion, and com- 
menced at once to give his reasons liy bringing up tfgainst 
the New School all the obsolete charges which had been 
disproved and exploded long ago, and which amazed Mr. 
Brainerd to find brought forward again at this late day. 

While he believed, with Dean Swift, th»t "it is impoft- 
sible to remove by reason prejudices which were never 
founded in I'eason," yet he replied to these objections point 
by point, going over the whole ground, and proving to 
any fair, unprejudiced mind the utter groundlessness of 
the charges preferred against the New School brethren. 

Dr. lirainerd talked eprnestly, under great excitement, 
as he always did where bis heart was concerned ; Imt per- 
ceiving, by a final remark of his opponent, that his state- 
ments had made no impression, he closed the conversation 
by saying, "II requires all my charily for you as (7Ari«. 
lian men lo believe thai you have the slightest conviction 
yourselves of tht unsoundness of the other branch of the 
church." 

It will surprise no one to learn that this man was one 
of the very few who to the last stoutly opposed reunion, 
with as little sympathy from the good men of his own 
division as from those of the other side. 

This conversation was not a private one; the parties 
met, accidentally, in a place of public resort. Dr. Uickok, 
of Scranton, accompanied his friend ; and Rev. A. L. 
Clark, of Hyde Park, was with Dr. Brainerd. Mr. Clark 
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Baid be never heard a case ro ably handled in iii!) life, and 
h« would not have missud hearing the diacusuion. for any 
GonHideration. 

Dr. Braineird returned to hi8 daugliter'n house, and re- 
lated this occurrence with a face fllill flushed by the excite- 
ment of the discussion. After dinner his family noticed 
that he became unusually pale, so that his daughter said, 
anxiously, " I am afraid that discussion has hurt father ; I 
never saw him so pale before." We always Ijclicved it 
had' its influence in the sad termination of the following 
day. But he fell at his post, standing, as he had ever 
done, by his friends and his principles, 
u Among the many providences wluch marked thi« fearful 
interval, none was more striking than the unexpected pres- 
ence of Dr. Brainerd's sun. After remaining twelve days 
at Scranton, he was expecting to return to Saugerties on 
the 23d of August, the day after his father's death, when 
that event changed the purposes of the whole family. 

A journey to Quebec had been proposed by Mr. Boies, 
in the hope of rousing and diverting the mind of his 
wife from her pverwhelming sorrow, and Dr. Brainerd 
was urged to accompany them ; but he said to his wife, 
"/ wjuld rather go home!" And be was permitted to 

"00 HOME." 

The resignation of bis position in the army left Dr. 
Brainerd's son ft'ee to attend to the trying duties which 
followed upon his father's death ; to superintend the sale 
of the bouse, furniture, and library, forced immediately 
upon his attention by the necessities of the case, for the 
whole income was at once suspended with the life of the 
. incumbent. 

We prefer to give the incidents of Dr. Brainerd's funeral 
from the notices of the press, supplying such facts as were 
unknown to the public. One of th«Me was the deep feeling 
manifoated by the colored people in the neighborhood, who 



364 LIFE OF REV. THOMAS BRAtSERD, D.D. 

closed tht'ir Iiouhos on the doy of the funeral, many of 
them iHiwinj^ their window-blinds with crape. 

Another most groteful tribute of respect wos the request 
from the vestry of St. Peter's Kpiscopal Church, in tbo 
squaK* below Pino Street Church, to lie allowed to toll 
the liell of their church, as a token of their iuteroiit in this 
sad event. 

It was the season when most of the clerfrynien of Phil- 
adelphia were absent on their'summtHr cxcurxions. Many 
of thuni returned fur this service, where the dixtance and 
time iK>rmitted, and aliout si-xty were present at the obse- 
quies of their friend and brother. • 

Tba PaMfkl of Or. Bralntrd. 

[Vtovai iVm Amerifiin PitthyteriaH.'^ '■ 

" The services of this saddest of all occasions to a vast 
multitude of the Christian people and ministry of the city, 
took place on Saturday afternoon, at four o'clock, in the 
Old Pine Street Church, and were managed with great 
propriety and solemn e.ffect. The church had been heavily 
drai>ed, the pulpit with its fixtures, Bible and hymn book 
being completely veiled in mourning fur its now ever-to- 
be aiisont pastor. The windows were darkened, and a 
sulHlued artificial light shuno upon the sad scene. The 
bell of St. Peter's (Protestant Episcopal) Church was toll- 
ing, and the organ was playing a low dirge, when, pre- 
cisely at four o'clock, the clergy of all denominations and 
the elders and trustees of the church entered the building, 
followed by the corpse and the b<!reaved family. The 
organ played the Dead March in Saul while the prelimi- 
nary arrangements were being made. All the invited 
persons having found scats, the public generally VfCre 
admitted, and, in a moment almost, the building was 
crammed to its utmost capacity. Many had already been 
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waitinn^ for hours in ttic gallnry. The pretx^ncc of pnlice- 
nipn was necessary, not to quell distnrliancc, but to enforce 
arranf^cments necessary for comfort. 

"Amonj^ the ministers present, Iwsiiles those of our own 
denomination, were Prs. Konilierfi^r, Cooper, Dale, Church, 
Crawford, and many others in this city ; Rev. Dr. Pe Witt, 
of the Reformed Dutch Churi'h, New York; tit. Baclcus, 
of Baltimore, and President Cattell, of Knston. Nolwith- 
standinff the season, .one of tlie largi'st gatherings of 
clergymen that has been seen for some time in our city 
assembled to do honor to a mcnilxir of their body so 
•widely reverenced and esteemed. 

"The choir introduced the services by singing, with 
very great taste, skill, and feeling, ' Vital spark of 
heavenly flame.' The concluding passages commencing, 
' Lend, lend your wings,' were grandly done, and were 
full of inspiration to the sorrowing but hopeful friends of 
the departed. Prayers, hymns, and reading of F Tipture 
followed, in which Messrs. Dulles, Butler, Crowell, 
McLcod, Adair, Mears, and Taylor took part; when 
Rev. Albert Barnes, upon whom a tender interest was 
concentrated as the most intimate friend of the deceased, 
ond as made most lone and solitary by the bereavement, 
made tht Funeral Adda-ss* 

" Mr. Barnes' deeply interesting remarks were delivered 
without notes, and were received with the most rapt at- 
tention by the immense congregation. All felt it a fitting 
tribute from the most distinguished minister of our church, 
himself on the Irarders of threescore and ten, to one so 
near to himself in age, ilV true worth, in eminence, in per- 
•onal relations and official ties — one so worthy of the best 

*Thl>"wldnH" wu cmbodieil in ■ " •ermon," ami preiehed by *p. 
pointmebt of Presbytery, • few wecke later, in I'ine Street Cbureb. It 
will be giiten hereafter, with the oxoeptlon of auch purtiona ai relate t« 
faeti already reoorded in the biography. 
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culofry of AU)ort nnrnoR. And how inexpressibly loneljr 
did thiH David, cvlobratinj? the praiHcs of bis Jonathan, 
a|>{>ear! How like a grulptured monolith — tail, simple, 
ini\jcBtic, serene, and — alone ! How much more dear to his 
brethren, now since his and their Itraincrd is gone ! Many 
a fervent prayer was doubtleias breathed as he stood there 
pouring out his sympathies in affluent, chaste, and dis- 
critiiinating language, that some at least of the years 
denied to Urainerd might bo added to bis own, and that 
liis counsels and example might yet bo- long nparcd to 
bis brethren prepared now, more than ever, to appreciate 
them. 

"After prayer and singing, thu vast congregation moved 
in slow procession before the colBn, tu take a last look of 
the beloved clay. The body was dressed in a plain suit 
of black. A superb bouquet and wreath of natural flowers 
lay at its feet. The feattlres were natural, and wore that 
placid expression which it is so pleasant to carry as a last 
remembrance of a beloved form. Some of the cimgrega- 
tion touched the brow or cheek with their hands; some 
stooped to kiss the now sealed lips. It took three-quarters 
of an hour for the performance of this last act of reH|iect, 
and then they closed up the face forever from mortal sight 
and laid the body in its earthly resting-place in the ceme- 
tery adjoining the church, by the side of the dust of his 
two children, Mr. Harncs performing the closing services 

at his grave." 

[From the (Torth Ameru:an.'\ « 

"There was a sad gathering on Saturday afternoon, 
when in the grave-yard of Old I'ino Street Church, almost 
on a lino with its pulpit, were laid the remains of itH late 
pastor, Rev. Dr^Thomas Braincrd. A few weeks ago the 
good m|in in person was pointing out to the writer the 
most aged monuments in the yard, and giving him their 
history. In that little city of the dead lie aide by side 
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men who had crosjxnl swonls in the war of the Revolu- 
tion. British and American sleepinf^ together ; and among 
them, resting from more than a quarter of a century of 
labor in Old I*ine Street Church, was laid on Haturday, as 
we have already Baid, the remains of one or the nioet 
faithful and beloved miniatcrs in the American pulpit. 

" The concourse of people gathered to porticipate in the 
solemn ceremonies exceeded by hundreds the capacity of 
the church in which they were held The Union league, 
of which the deceawd was a niemlier at the time of his 
death, attended the funeral in a body, marching from the 
residence in Pine Street to the church-yard at Fourth and 
I'ine, where" the dust of the departed pastor was deposited. 
The members of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, tho 
Volunteer Uefreshment Saloon's Committee, and a very 
large ^uml)er of clergymen of all denominations, followed 
tho comn to its place of deposit. The congregation of 
Old Pine Strwt Church evinced even by tears how deeply 
they felt their bereavement in the loss of their pastor. 
Never have wo seen the funeral of a clergyman at which 
there seemed to l>e present a grreater number of heavy 
hearts. 

" The church windows on the occasion were closed, and 
the rites were per<()rnied by gas-light The pall-bearers 
were the trustees of the church, including Hugh Steven- 
son, J. I). Maguire, John Moore, S. T V. R. Scott, Sam- 
uel Hilt, and Ezra Calhoun, and more than fifty clergymen 
were among the chief mourners. 

" The church was draped in black. The coffin was 
placed in front of the pulpit and the remains exposed to 
view. The choir then sang the anthem, ' Vital spark of 
heavenly flame.' Rev. Dr. Dulles followed in thanks for 
the just record of tho departed, and in prayer that his ex- 
ample and prentpt might not be forgotten by his brethren 
who survive hiui. ■ . ' 
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" Ker.* Dr. Butler, of West Philadelphia, announced the 
hymn, ' Comt^ yo diHconttolatc,' which was fecliiij^ly sun^. 
Prayer by Rev. Robert Adair came next, and another 
hymn was Hung. 

" Rev. Albert Barnes, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, now addrp!<8cd the aHsembtagc, whose attention 
was alike tearful and unbroken. It was an eloquent and ' 
beautiful eulogy upon the deceased, and a touching e.xhor- 
tation to the assemblage to cultivate his many virtues. 
After another hymn, beginning 

" * Hew what the roiee rrom Heftren proelaimi 
For all the pioue dead,' ' 

Rev. Mr. Adair invited all present to pass in line by the 
coffin, to take a last look at the lips that so often had 
spoken to them of the way to the Leaven to which he had 
gone before them. To do this required a long space of 
time The immense throng filed slowly through the 
church, and many a tear fell upon the calm, cOld forehead 
of the departed shepherd. The remains were laid, as 
we hate said, ifl the Brnincrd family lot a(^oiDing the 
church." 

All of the city papers published notices of the funeral, 
with little variation, giving abstracts of Mr. Barnes' oi^ 
dress. The Evening Bulletin says: 

"Rev. Thomas Braincrd, D.D., has for nearly a third 
of a, century been pastor of the Pine Street Presbyterian 
Church, anulong been known as one of the most eloquent, 
patriotic, warm-hearted, and, in his pastoral sphere, one of 
the most useful clergymen who has ever lived in Philadel- 
phia. Uis nature was of the kindliest character, and he 
was loved by allwhcf came in contact with him, cither ia 
his pastoral relations or in his social niovenicnts, or in the 
performance of bis duties as a citiicn and a patriot. 
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"The (loatli of Dr. Braincril will he long Mt an«l deeply 
lamented, and by none niore than the resident h of the 
*BPUthern wsction of the city, among whom ho ' went almut 
doing good ' unceasingly year after year Asa loyal cili- 
«en, whoso prayers and efforts were put forth on behalf of 
the Ilepublic, ho will also lie nobly rcmeml)crcd ; and in 
every way in which a man can have respect paid his 
memory, the Rov. Thomas Braincrd, D.D., will be so hon- 
ored." 

[From tlio PuDtic Lkdoeii.J ^ 

" But few congregations in this city have lieen so free 
fVom changes in its pastors as old Pine Street Presbyte- 
rian Church. The ministrations of two of its pn.stnrs 
bridge over the whole of the last fifiy years, the last thirty 
of which were under Dr. Brainerd. Both in and outside 
of hia own denomination, Dr. Brainerd was a man of 
mark. Ho wa^ almost universally known and quite as 
universally esteemed, as an able and faithful minister and 
a good man. ♦»♦*♦*♦ 

"Dr. Braincrd's fame as a. minister rests muinly on his 
rare gifts as a fervid and most eloquent preacher. But' 
he was an accomplished man in other respects than as an 
orator. The few productions of. his pen that he gave to the 
world show that, had he chosen general literature as his 
profession, be would have arrived at eminence there as 
readily as in the church. He was very successful as an 
editor, but we rest our judgment of his ability and talents 
as a writer upon his ' Life of John Brainerd,' his kinsman. 
Hero ho took up Abe biography of an almost unknown 
good man — one whoso light was eclipsed by the greater 
brilliancy of an illustrious brother — and 'by the gifts and 
gri>.."08 which ho possessed in bo eminent a degree, ho 
made one of the most charming books in the range of re- 
ligious biography. The clear and beautiful style of tho 
■, ' - , ■ 33 



■'f^^^^T'-i' '>» r i>n ^7i^fffS^-^^^';'^-'!'Pr^r\/f,v»<r^r^^[KW^iS'^l^ 



%; 870 t^m or KBV. THOMAS aRAtNSRD, D D. 

§r ■ ■ ■' ■ 

I?: 7 narratire, and the Rkill with which the subject is handled, 

y r show that Dr. Brainerd was a master with, hia pen, as he 

vi- was of effective oratory in the pulpit. Pr. Brainerd waa .. 

|: born in 1804, and died at the age of sixty-two, i<truck down 

I .by apoplexy — that enemy of all men who toil with their 

|i; brains." .: , 

;;: . The Inquirer, the Presf, the Evening Telegraph, City 

C Item, and other papers, contained similar notices, all 

marked by deep feeling and true respect. In one of them 
, :' it was said," "The sudden death of Dr. Brainerd has 

striken the city with gloom and grief." 
iA Two papers edited and sustained by the colored people 

^- added their testimony of affcciionatfe regard on this oc« 

j' - casion. .• 

i.;i, Zion^s S/anrfarrf, 'published in Xew Ifork, quotes from 

fi the Philadelphia paper the following notice : 

?y "Died, in Scranton, Pa., the Rev. Thomas Brainerd, . 

:{: > pastor of the Old Pine Street Church, Philadelphia. His 

"qi' funeral created quite an excitement among us as a people. 

['* None knew him but to love him. He was a Christian and 

;rr . a gentleman, and in token of respect to this good man we 

tv>r' find our people closing their places of business in the 

^V ' ., neighborhood — the Recorder office and otheiy. 

tt^ "Among the large concourse of ministers we find Rev. 

|/ ■ , John B. Reeve, pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, 

%y ' and Rev. James Adams, missionary to Africa." 

^ J. The Christian Recorder, published by the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, after noticing 
the death of Dr. Brainerd, adds, " We have alwnys re- 
,. garded him as a strong advocate of that pure religion that 
-: makes men better, and that untrammeled liberty which 
helps on their development. He lived opposite to our 
office, having resided ou Pine Street for many years, and 
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many friendly cbIIb he made us, not to gratify curiositr, 
but to speak a word of cbeor, advice, and comfort Every 
improvement that marked the career of our Book Concern, 
was hailed by him with expressions of delight The Old 
Pine SOeet Church, with its large congregation, will feel 
the loss of one who, fur thirty years, has stood as their un- 
sullied spiritual overseer and clear-headed instructor. Be 
liced to make the world, better, and fucceeded," 
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CHAPTER XVir 

( I Pt'BLIC AND PRIVATB TRIUi:TE8. 

ACTION OF CORPORATE ASSOCIATIONS. 

IN rogord to the aunimary of public notices which follow, 
wu would onlj snv that the pcrHonal and family friendfl 
of Dr. Hrniiierd, for whom the book \a chiefly ih-Hijcncd, 
will gratefully approve of their presurvatioD iu this perma- 
nent connection. - ' 

"At It meeting of the Session of Pine Street Church, 
held on the 29l'k August, 186B, the following resolutions 
were adopted in relation to the death of our beloved pastor, 
Kev. Thomas Brainerd, D.D.: 

" Wbebbab, tn view of the recent afflictive dispensation 
of divine Providence, by which this church is bereaved of 
an honored, faithful, and efficient pastor, therefore 

" Remlved, That wo hereby place upon the records of 
this church our testimony to the fervent piety, the untiring 
and active zeal, the self sacrificing spirit, the anxious and 
constant watchfulness,' in season and out of season, iu 
health or in sickness, for the pro8|H;rity of this church and 
congregation. 

" Jienolved, Thot whatever measure of prosperity we 
now enjoy, Jn our temporal or spirituaL.conditKJn, is, under 
(jod, mainly due to his wisdom in devising, and his energy 
and perseverance iu carrying out any work necessary to 
the purity and enlargement of the church, 

"Benolced, That our thanks are pre-eminently due to 
(372) 
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Almighty 0<Ki, for tho prevailing Hpirit of uaity, brotherly 
kindnesi, and harmony of action which, for a period of 
thirty years, \»%» characteriicd the relations existing be- 
tween the pastor and the elders, in all their social and 
ecclesiastical intercourse. 

" Heimlved, That we deeply sympathise with the family 
of Dr. lirainerd in their severe affliction, and our prayer 
is, that tlie rich promises of the frospel may be made mani- 
fest in their consolation ; that Ood will be a father to the 
fatherless and the Qod of the widow ; dealing gently with 
tlieni in this life, and finally gathering them, an unbroken 
family, into that kingdom where sorrow and death shall 
never cuter. 

"JohmC. Fabe, 
"Samuel Work, 
• " »> " Oboboe Young, 

^ ■ " WitXIAM IVE.SB, 

"James Feaibke, 
"Eldertnf Pitie Street Uhurdi:' 

At the monthly concert of prayer held on the 17 th of 
September, 1866, by the teachers of the Sabbatii-bciiool 
of Old Pine Street Church, a letter was addressed to Mrs. ' 
Brainerd, as the expression of their united and hearty 
sympathy with the faniily.of their deceased pastor, adding, 
'And we feel that in the death of Dr. Brainerd we each 
have lost a personal fViend, and as teachers alt have lost 
one who was Always firat with us in counsel and effort for 
the prosperity of our school. 

"In behalf of the officers aud teaiilicrs of Old Pine Street 
Church Sabbath-school. ^ 

"h. il.'Wmi.'LDiH, Superintendent. 
' "Wiu-iam McIntibe, Secretary." 

...-'' 32* ■ ■ ■ ' ,'■■ 
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XstrMt firvai U* XinatM of th* Board of TraitMi of Fin* ttntt 
Ckveh, ••pUmbar 4th, 1M6. 

[Prefiareil bjr KA!ii>oLru Sailkr, E«<).] 

"BetolOed, That this Board lias received the gtartling 
aniiounceroeDt or the death of Dr. Braint^d with a grief 
which is too profuiind for expreSHion in mere witrdx. lis 
lueniherB Hhnre with tiie w iiolo of Pine Street Church oiid 
conjugation in a feeling of peraonni bcreaveiuent ; and 
while they join in the letitiniony which is l>orne by the 
community and by the church to the inestimable worth of 
our departed pastor, and share fully in the sense of loxs 
which is so universally cxpresi<ed by the press and the 
pulpit, it U'longs rsjHicially to u.s tu record the im|>res8ion8 
which have b4%n so deeply made in his intercourse with 
this Board. 

"We bear heartfelt testimony to his absorbing and un- 
flngging interest in the welfare and i)r()pperity .of I'inc ■ 
Street Church, and to his intelligent and untiring exertions 
for the accomplishntont of the highest good in and through 
her. 
, "We record our thankfulness that the unrqualed influ- 
ence which he ()osses8cd over the people of his charge was 
always exerted with a lofty and conscientious regard fur 
their highest pros]>erity, and that his talents and eloquence 
were always manfully used in the cause of humanity, of^ 
justice, and of liold and uncompromising patriotism. 

" Hia sudden departure has left a void in the affections 
of bis people which can never Iw tilled ; and our sad privi- 
lege now is only to l)ear witness to his virtues and emu- 
late his bright example. ( 
" S. TiisTON Eldridoi, 

"Hecretarij of the Board.'" 
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TutormI AMMUtitn. 

"At the meeting of the Pastoral Association of PhiladcU 
pbia, held September 3<1, 186(^, licing the first meeting after 
the summer recces, Messrs. Adair and Brown were ap- 
pointed to prepare a paper in relation to the death of Ucr. 
Thomas Brainvrd, D.l). At the subsec|Uent meeting the 
A following pn|)er \>'n8 presented and adopted unaninfously: 
"As an Association, wo cannot satisfy the prompting of 
our hearts in view of our recent bereavement, without 
placing on record this tribute to the memory of our de- 
V ceased fellow-member ond beloved brother, the Kev. 
Thomas Urainerd, D.D. , The position he held as one of 
the oldest and wisest members of our Association, as well 
as his distingoished standing as a minister of our denomi- 
nation in this city and throughout our country, renders 
such a memento most fitting. 

"In the sudden and unexpected death of our brother, 
endeared to us by many pleasant recollections, we rever- 
ently recognize the hand of God. Though by this dispen- 
sation our denomination and the church at large has sus- 
, tained a heavy loss, we desire to acquiesce in this event, 
knowing that Qod docth all things well, and lieing assured 
that our friend has been called from his earthly toils to his 
everlasting rest. 

"As an Association we regarded the intellectual endow-, 
ments of our departed brother of a very high order. In 
the discussion of subjects before our Association, ho often 
displayed commanding powers of mind. His perceptions 
were quick, his |K>\ver8 of discrimination acute and philo- 
sophic ; his diction chaste and forcible, his illustrations apt, 
,:.t and the wit and pleasantry with which he interspersed hia 
'iC . remarks, made his impromptu remarks on these occasbna 
.i "v ' exceedingly instructive and entertaining. 
'>^ "Dut we not only admired his talents. We loved him 
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for hift social and moral ()ualitii*$>. lie had a warm heart, 
aH well an a clear head. He was fraternal and genial in his 
intercourse with his brethren. He waa tender and synipa- 
thizinj; when they were in affliction or in ncceHwitr. Hia 
attendance at our Ansociatioji on Monday mornings, after 
the exhausting labors of the Sabbath, seemed to bo to him 
a pleasure And a recreation ; and no one's person was 
more welcomed than his, as he seldom failed to contributu' 
largely to the Interest of its discussions. In his removal, 
we sincerely and deeply deplore our loss, a lus.4 which we 
cannot hope will ever be repaired. ' 

"As an Association we very tenderly sympathize with 
the wife and children of our deceased brother, and we earn- 
estly pray that the consolations administered by bini, in 
bis parochial duties, to Iwrcaved mourners, may lie richly 
exp«rienced by them in this the time of their tribulation." 

ItmxVk VrMbytary oa Xk» Daath of Dr. Br«ln*rd. 

[This minute, put upon the records of the Fourth Pres- 
bytery at its last stated meeting, is understood to be from 
the pen of Uev. Albert Barnes.] 

" The Presbytery enters on its records, with profound 
' sorrow, the death of one of its oldest and most useful 
members, the Uev. Thomas Uraiuerd, D.D. Dr. Brainerd 
was, except one, the oldest member of the Presbytery, 
having been connected with it for thirty years, and in all 
that long period thoroughly identified with all its interests, 
trtib to its principles, and true to the denomination with 
which we are connected. He has participated with us in 
all our struggles, and has contributed largely to our strength 
and growth as a Presbytery. In very many of the churches 
now constituting this Presbytery, be has been present and 
aided at the laying of the corner-stone, at the dedication, 
at the ordination and installation of the pastors; and very 
many of our feeble churches he has aided by his counsels, and 
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by collcctionii in the cliuri'b of which he wm pawtor, in 
timPH bf pecuniary pniharraMiiiH>nl. More than one church 
in our PrcHbytery and denomination utves ita origin audita 
eBtab1ii*hnient to his sagacity and to hia personftl eObrta; 
To bis personal eflbrtH, aa much oa to those of any other 
man, the Qrcen llill Church and the Calvary Church owe 
their origin ; by hia elTortB, more than by thoHe of any other 
man. the Clinton Street Church and the German Street 
Church have been aaved to our denomination ; and one of 
hia last efforia waa the erection of a new edifice, through 
bia own congregation, for a Subbatb-school, with an uiti- 
mate reference to the eatabliahment of a church. v 

" The Preabytery deeply mourn bia loss as a raemijer of 
their body. They feel deeply the want of his presence, hja 
counsel, and hia animating voice. They feel that influence 
ond experience have Ijeen witndrawn from them tty hia 
sudden death, of great value to them, to the diurch^ s,^ anil 
to the cause of religion. But while they thus mourn, they 
would record with much gratitude, the goodness of^'Qod 
in granting to them and to the cbnrchcs, for so long a 
time, such a man — a man endowed with such eIm and 
excellent gifts; a man so eloquent, so zealous, sc^true ; 
a Inan so kind and genial in his disposition; a lAan so 
wise, so prudent, ao faithful. That he has, for so long a 
time, given to one of our churches a pastor so faithful, so 
much beloved, and ao jiiseful ; that' he haa given to our 
city one so well qualified to defend the interests of truth, 
and one ^o devoted to the cause of tcni|M!rance and phi- 
lanthropy ; that he has preserved anlong us, tlirough the 
fearful strife of a four years' war, one whoti^os a true pa- 
triot, who waa a self-denying friend ik the soldier, l>otb in 
going to the field of strife and in retumng from it; sym- 
pathising with the wounded, and comfA-ting the sick and 
the dying; that he baa made him the irjstrumeut of convert- 
ing so many souls, and that he has given to us, aa memb«rs 
of the Prcsbytcry, such an example, and such a friend." 
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■■7a«d of PcBuylTuUm. 

The annual mocting; of the Stnod was held in Carlisle, 
Pa., on the 16lh Octolwr, 1866, 

In the Report it waa said : " In every exercise, no one 
could forf^t that one iwire which for thirty years had been 
heard in cheerful and wise couni>els, wsh now forever i(Uent 
The manly form of IVr. Rrainerd, seldom al)sent at our 
meetings, waa now missed at every step. The older n)<*in- 
bers felt this absence most intensely, and yet nothing about 
the memory of such a man could be shaded with a deep sad- 
ness. His whole personal and official life was cheery and 
bright. His prevailing tone of discourse was hopeful and 
encouraging. That pergonal life was stUI felt in its pecu- 
liar character upon our spirits, and forbade us to despond 
or falter. One there was who, though in many respects 
unlike him in temperament, appears to have been peculiarly 
intimate in friendship with him, who still remained with 
us, and who seemed more than others to dwell upon his 
memory. As Brother Barnes occupied a few moments 
near the close of our meeting in recounting some of his 
characteristic and last suggestions, and added to these his 
own Bolenm, sincere, and thoughtful admonitions to minis- 
terial and Christian diligence, however dissatisfied we 
might be with our own performances, every one must 
have been resolved to do with his might what his hands 
6nd to do. 

"C. P. WlNO." . 

Tka Oaaaral AsMiaUy af 1M7. 

The sermon of the retiring Moderator, Rev. S. H. 
Hopkins, D.D., closes with this admonition : 

" Finally, my brethren, the time is short. Events which 
have occurred since the last meeting of this General Aa- 
aembly, admonish us that if we wish to see the church 
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ouited and our land retleemcd> wo mtiHt be up and doing. 
The Lord, who fiparod long his Rincere l)Ut misjudging 
■crvants, the 'reB|>on8iblo authors of the aehism, that they 
might eat the fruit of their own rash sowing, has taken 
away— in the one case by death, and in the other by pros- 
. trating disease — the ttco honored brethren whom we put 
' forward to guide our steps toward the goal of reunion. 
We mourn, at such a time as this, the loss of those bright 
Intellects, those warm hearts, those genial and conciliating 
manners, that could have effected so much in smoothing 
for ua the way of peace." 

n* PrMAhtrt* XMtiaff of tlu MttliedUt SplMoptl Cknreh 

in this city forwarded to the Pastoral Association, of 
which Dr. Brainerd was a member, the following resolu* 
tiona of sympathy : 

, "Whbrias, The Preachers' Meeting of Philadelphia 
M. E. Church has beard with profound regret of the death 
of Dr. Thomas Brainerd,^ of the Presbyterian Church, and 

" Wbeb£A8, His spirit was so truly catholic, and his use- 
fulness 80 general, not being confined to his own pastoral 
charge, contrary to our usual custom we deem it fitting to 
pay special honor to the memory of one not of our denomi- 
national ranks; therefore 

"Beiiolved, That in the sudden death of Rev. Dr. Broi. 
nerd we are forcibly reminded of the uncertainty of life, 
and of the importance of being also ready. 

"Reitolwd, That we praise the great Head of the Church 
for the gifts, grace,,and bsefulnexs which distinguished our 
departed and now sainted brother in so eminent a degree. 

"Sesolved, That we cherish the memory of bis eloquence 
and devotion as a minister of Christ, his simplicity and 
sincerity as a catholic Christian, and his devoted loyally 
and patriotism as a citizen. 
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"Jiesolved, Tliat wc most affectionately 8ynipalbi«o with 
biB bereaved family, and with his chiircb, which hati luHt 
• shepherd whose voice they have heard for thirty yearn 
past, and pray that Qod may be with them in this great 
sorrow. 

"0. W. LAyDKnn, Secretary pro tern." 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Presbyterian 
HouHB, held in the House, Deceiifbcr 5th, 1866, 

"The death of the Rev. Thomas Brainerd, D.D., a 
Trustee of the House, was announced; whereupon it 
was 

"Besolced, That the Trustees record with profound sor- 
row their sense of the loss thus sustained to themselves, 
to the denomination, and to the church at large. They 
deplore the removal from themselves of a wise and trusted 
counselor; from the denomination of an eloquent preacher 
and efficient pastor; from the church at largo of an earnest 
and exemplary Christian. They recognize in the death of 
their late associate the monitory exhortation ' to do with 
their might what their hands find to do.' 
' " [A true extract from the minutes.] 

^ , , " Thomas J. Shepherd, 
_ . "Secretary." 

Valw TeluiitMr BafrMliment CommittM. 

"At a meeting of the Union Volunteer Refreshment 
Committee, held August 23d, 1866, the following preamble 
and resolutions were offered by J. W. Hicks and unapi- 
mously adopted : , 

"Whereas, We have heard with sincere regret of the 
sudden death qf our late co-laborer. Rev. Thomas Brai- 
merd, D.D., who, during the late struggle that our be- 
loved country has passed through, proved himself one of 
the most zealous and unfaltering patriots in the land by his 
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efforts to cheer and refresh our brav(! sotdiera, and hif> un- 
ceasing miniHtrations to the sick and wounded ; in him we 
recognize a pure-minded Christian gentleman and patriot; 
therefore 

"Henolved, That we bow in submission to the decree of 
our heavenly Father, whom we believe to be too wise to 
err and too gomX to be unkind. 

"Benolued, "That we tender our heartlblt sympathies to 
bis afflicted family. ^ 

"Renolved, That we will attend his funerfll in a body. 

"ReHolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
the family of the deceased, and published in the daily 
pa|iere| "Ahad Barrows, 

"J. B. Wads, "Chairman. 

"Secretary." - ' 

' I ' Tht Wemu'i Kedieal CoU*g* of PaniuylvuU, 
in opening its eighteenth annual session, October 16th, 
IS^, contains, in Its introductory address, the following 
paragraph : 

" A grateful tribute is hero duo to the memory of one 
of the corporators, Thomas Brainerd, D.D., who has been 
removed during the year from his connection with earthly 
organizations. Though he had been prevented by other 
duties from active co-operation in the care of the college, 
he had maintained a warm interest io its success, and had 
given it many benedictions." 
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A DiMonrM <fn tha D«»th of B«t. ThomM BniMrd. D.D. By B«t. 
Albtrt Baroei. D<Ii<r«r«d in th* Pine SttMt Chareh, PUIadtlpkU, 
Koramber 84th, 1S66. 

"And mitaj of them (hut ilrap in lhi> du*t of the mrlb ihall •w>k<' — 
' and thrj tbkt be wim sb»tl' ahiM M tho tiriKhtneu nf the flrmaBrnt! 
•od the; that turn mao; to ridflb«ineM, aa the itara Tor erer and ef er." 
,'. -^Dajiiil, xii. 2, 3. ^ 'W' 

" They shine as stars here, constituting bright constella- 
tions shedding their radiance upon the earth. They are 
removed at death to shine in other spheres and worlds, 
shedding a brightec radiance there. To human View they 
seem to become extinct, as when a star in the sky seems 
to burn out, and to pass away Torever. Those stars man 
pass away. The poWer that cre|*d them, and that made 
them so bright and beautiful, can as easily annihilate 
them ; and bright, and beaming, and beautiful as they afb, 
they may have accomplished their purpose, and mayjmve 
ceased to. ber They are 'material, and they mayj^>risb. 
But it is not so with miud — bright, beaming, 1tf^tri6us 
mind. That does nut die. Iris not lost. It does nut 
cease to shine. It is removed to other worlds; it docs 
not die. It leaves the earth indeed ; it is witlidrawn fruni 
human view; but it is transferred to other realms, to shine 
..: with undimmcd and increasing* luster forever. 

" Tlierd is a difference in the brightness of those minds 
both here and in the world above, as there is a diflTereuce 
in the brightness of the heavenly bodies. 'There is .one 
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for one star diflerclh from an- 
other star in glory.' — I. Cor. xV. 41. Those 'stars' that 
God removes from earth to other spheres, shine with 
different brightness here, and will shine with different 
brightne^ns forever. All that are ' wise' will shine indeed 
'as the brightness of the firmament' — perhaps with col- 
' lectod radiance, like the Milky Way in the beayeaa — but 
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they that 'turn many to fighleousncsa' will shijjo wiHi* 
particular and brighter luster, as distinguished frd^ 
otliero, for ever and ever. All thai are redeemed, vm 
that, in their appropriate spheres on earth, live to honor 
G.od, and to do good to men, will shine forever; but the 
brightest of those stars will bo tijose \vho 'turn many to 
I'ighteousness.' He who in another sphere of life, if" a 
goo«l man, would have shone brightly in the world above; 

^he who in otjier callings could have secured a place among 

' those that ^hall shino»for ever and ever, will shine more 
brightly if he consecrates his life to the purpose of turn- 
ing men to righteousness. He can make more of his own 
life'; be can make his influence radiate further over his own 
generation ; he can-make it strike onward with more eOect-^ 
iveness, into the interminable future, than ho could have 
done if his life, however Williant and useful, had becA 
itpent on objects soon to pass away. Paul, as a Giiristian 
man, if be had employed his eloquence in defense of liberty 
oi; violated' rights, would have won and worn a bright 
crown among mortals, for Longinus places his name 
among the great orators ot the world ; bOt Paul made ' 
more of bis talents, and will wear a brighter crown, and 
will shine as a brighter ^tar, from having employed his> 
talents in turning men to righteousness, than he could 
have done in the widest fields of secular usefulness, am- 

V bition, or glory. 

" The removal of a 'man of eminent usefulness from our 

' wor,ld is not such a loss to the universe as the extinction 
of a bright star might be, or as the extinction of the soul 
would be. Tl)e earth is but an atom in the immensity Qf 
the vast domain over which Qod presides, and the widest 
sphere of labor and of usefulness, iiero is inconceivably 
small as compared with that vast field in which the re- 
deemed soul is to live and act forever. True, it is a loss to 
earth, to friends, to the cause of truth, to the church, to a 
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nation it may be, as if the soul ha<l cfcased to he. The 
mind sajjacious to plan, to counsel, to execute, Ih withdrawn 
from earth; the lips eloquent in the eause of truth, are 
silent; the pastor is no longer in the pulpit, in the house 
of niournitfg, or by> the bedside of the sic-k. He who 
guided the young, who warned the wicked, who strength- 
ened the feeble, who comforted the sorrowful, who ani- 
mated the desponding, is seen no more ; he who brought 
the richness of his experience, and the maturity of his 
judgment to the aid of the great interests of truth and 
humanity, has passed away. Influence is of slow growth, 
and is of inestimable value in our wo.'ld. It is that in a 
man's known talents, learning, character, experience, and 
position, on which a presumption is based that what he 
holds is true ; that what be proposes is wise. When a 
man has reached the maturity of life, this is all that, in 
these respects, is the fruit of hi^ experience — thp growth 
of many years — and constitutes, in our world, the best in- 
heritance of virtue and of truth. It is a protracted work 

' to form such a character. Native talent, learning, disci- 
pline, conflict, tpil, experience, moral worth, all enter into 
its formation ; and when one of such a character is re- 
moved, another such slow process — the accumulation of 

^many years — is nece-asary before it can be replaced. There 
is nothing more valuable in society than this; there is 
nothing more diflicnlt io replace. A city burned may be 
built again. Soon the rubbish will be cleared away ; the 
streets be widened and straightened ; long lines of dwellings 
and warehouses rise from the ruins, and a busy populatiou 
there again drive on the affairs of comi\)erce, of manufac- 
ture, of trade. Fields visited with drought are soon fresh 
and green again. The hills and valleys are clothed with 
verdure and flocks, the grain falls before the reaper, and 
the wains groan heavily laden with sheaves. From the 
fields where armies have encamped or foughtj where the, 
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. hnrvcsl has I)ecn trodden down by pnssinjf and repnssin)? 
legions, where the torch has made everything desolate, all 
traces of the war arc soon removed ; for trees are planted, 
and the harjeHta prpw, and the eilrth is rendered fertile by 
blood, and the little mounds of earth which marked the 
place where brave men fell and died, are leveled also, and 
the plow passes over Marathon, and Waterloo, and An- 
tictani, as it did before. 

"But though the useful man, the preacher, the postor, 
the man of experience, the man of elo<|uence, i» no more 
among tht: living, yet he is not lost to the universe, nor in 
a higher sphere, to the cause to which he devoted his life. 
There is an aggregate ; a collection ; a gain to the universe 
which constitutes heaven — for heaven Is made up of all 
that is redeemed from earth. The results of all the wisdoni, 
cxp<triencc, and moral worth of ea.'tli are there, and what 
is gathered thcfe will shine as the brightnesss of the Ar- 
mament, and as the stars for ever and ever.* 
** * *. * ««** 

" While astudcnt of law in Rome, N. Y., an important 
event occurred, which led to an entire change of his pur- 
pose of life. It was in that vicinity that the Kev. Charles 
O. Finney, who iiad himself been a lawyer, began his 
labors iu the ministry, and his most marked early success 
OS a preacher occurred in that place in a revival of religion 
of great power. In that revival, nearly every merchant, 
almost every lawyer, and almoi*, every man of influence, 
was converted, and among the converts was young Urai- 
ncrd. 
* ^ * • • . * ♦ * •v-" * ♦ 
" I am ignorant of the mental exercises through which 
hb passed at that time. I know ohly that he became a 
member of the church in Home, in 1825; that be at once 
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abandoned his profeRsion ; that he chose the profession of 
the ministry without hesitation ; and that his conversion 
changed the entire current of his life. With a view to se^ 
cure the means of prosecuting his theological studies, he 
spent a year in teaching in Philadelphia. During that 
time he was connected with the church of the Kcv. James 
Patterson, and entered heartily with him into every mcas- . 
ure for promoting the interests of religion in the northern 
part of the city. 

" In October, 1828, he entered the Theological Seminary 
in Andover, and graduated there in the class of 1831. He 
was ordained as>nn evangelist in New York, October 7th, 
1831, and went immediately to the West, as a home mis- 
sionnry. In December of that year he was settled as 
pastor of the Fourth Church in Cincinnati, where he 
labored two years. Itf March, 1833, he became editor of 
the Cincinnati Journal, which he conducted, together 
with the Youlh^H Magazine., until the autumn of 1836, 
nearly four years. During that period be assisted the Rev. 
Dr. Beecher as a. preacher in the Second Presbyterian 
Church of that city, an event which laid the foundation of 
mutual confidence and affection for life. In October, 1836, 
he was called to the pastoral charge of the Third Presby- 
terian Church in Philadelphia, where he commenced his 
labors February Ist, 1837. Ilia paistoral life hero embraced 
a period of just about thirty years— as eventful years in 
the history of the church and of our Own country as any 
that have occurred Rince we became a nation. The history 
of those years is fantiliar to you all. 

"I have referred, with a special design, to the fact that 
Dr. Brainerd was couierted under the preaching of the 
Rev. Charles G. Finney ; that be was early associated in 
labor Vith the Rev. James Patterson; and that ho was 
more intimately, and for a longer time, associated with 
Dr. Lyman Beecher ; for it was by the influence of these 
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men and their prcachinf^, n>orc than by any other ijausc, 
p<>rliap8 unconsciously to himwlf, tliat his character as a" 
preaclier was formed. Perhaps po three men could bo 
named whose character and mode of preaching would be 
more likely to influence a mind like his. He himself was 
indeed original. He copied no one. lie probably never 
act any man before him as a model ; he transferred to him- 
self in no perceptible manner, the language, the modes of 
thought, or the theological opinions of another man ; but 
there was, if I mistake not,, a silent influence of great 
power which went forth from his early connection with 
those men, which greatly aflitcted his subsequent character 
as a preacher and pastor. Two of these men have passed 
away ; hundreds, perhaps thousands, will bless the name 
of each one of them forever, as the instrument, under Qod, 
of their conversion. 

" Charles 0. Finney. — Pr. lUainerd's earliest religious 
impressions were probably received from him. Mr. Finney 
had himself been a lawyer, and would have been distin- 
guished as a lawyer if he had continued to pursue that 
profession. Not always safe in his theological opinions, 
and hot having been trained to gn>at thoroughness in the- 
ological learning, he was, nevertheless, a man of great 
power in showing to men the danger of false hopes ; in 
setting forth the real nature of religion ; in driving men 
frnin their subterfuges and refuges of lies ; in proclaiming 
the terrors of the law and the fearfulness of the world to 
como ; in laying open to men the delusions of their own 
hearts ; and above all, in proclaiming the majesty of God 
and the greatness of eternal things, and in making all things 
'clso dwindle to nothingness before the Eternal One, and 
the eternal world. Few men in our country have been aa 
well fitted to act on the higher order of minds, or to bring 
men, proud in their philosophy or their own righteousness, 
to the foot of the cross. 
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"James Patterson. — Not frroceful in manner; not pot- 
iHhed in sentonceH and periods ; not aiming at Ixtauty of 
style ; and not coiirtin(; iho praises of men — with a ki>en 
ere that penetrated the soul ; with a tall and impressive 
form ; witli unpolixbed hut most forcible gestures ; with 
an earnestness of manner tliat showed that his wholesoul 
was on fire ; never awed hy the fear of any man ; ready to 
do good in any way, whether in approved or unapproved 
' modes, if the hearts of men could bo reached ;- at iiomn 
aliltc in the fields, in the highways, and in the sanctuary ; 
preaching every where; talkingcvcrywherc; prayingevery- 
where; most fearful in his warnings of sinners, most terri- 
ble iu portraying the wrath to come, and yet mdii afTulile, 
genial, pleasant iphis intercourse with men, — he lived and 
labored fur the sole purpose of converting meil. He had 
an unwavering faith in revivals of religion, and his minis- 
try was^iade up of successive revivals rapidly following 
each other, bringing great multitudes into the kingdom of 
God. 

"/Dr. Lyman Beccher. — Than he there has lieen, in our 
country, no man more eloquent in the pulpit ; no man that 
could make a more eflTcctive use of the Anglo-Saxon lan- 
guage. Clear, rapid, discriminating; placing truth in a 
few words in the light of a sunbeam ; rising often to the 
highest flights of oratory ; often exhibiting the most l)eau- 
tiful poetic conceptions in language most expressive of 
those conceptions; and then, as with a sledge-hammer, 
driving great thoughts through the soul until you were 
penetrated through and through with them ; piling on ar- 
guments until you are crushed ajid weary; not always 
equal, and sometimes falling so low that you wondered 
where was the groat power of the man : but even then in 
what seemed to be tame, and dull, and soml>er, like a dull 
day, by some new and startling thought suddenly illumi- 
nating all as by a flash from the heavens, — he labored, too, 
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for revivals of rclifrion. I have Hat while lie was urging 
grttat thoughts through my soul till I v/&n weary and could 
bear no more. His eye was then eloquent. The adjusting 
of his s))cctacleB was eloquent ; his whole manner was . 
eloquent. lie sought revivals as the glorious triumph of 
the gospel ; and his great thoughts and his keen words 
were designed to secure this result. There has Iwen but 
one man in this country that understood the 8axon ptfrt of 
our language as well as Dr. Beechcr — Daniel Webster. 

" Dr. Braincrd, whether he was conscious of any influence 
from these sources or not, carried much of all this into his 
subsequent life ; and his style of public sp<j;akit)g was 
formed much on these models. He would have risen high 
in ui^rofession which he had first chosen. lie had been 
endowed with those talents which we naturally associate 
with the best efforts at the bar — a deep knowledge of 
human nature ; a quick perception of the point at issue ; 
{)Ower of disentangling that from all other points; skill in 
debate ; abundance of illustration and of anecdote ; the 
power of perceiving the weak points of an adversary and 
the strong points of his own cause ; keenness of sarcasm 
and invective, if noccssory ; the power of anticipatihg the 
point of dpfense of an adversary ; rcadiuesa in summon- 
ing to his memory all that he knew ; and a power seldom 
equaled of showing the heinousness of guilt, and the evils 
of a violation of law. 

" Dr. Brainerd's power eminently was that of a public 
speaker — a public speaker in regular and sot discourses, 
but perhaps more strikingly in debate. His early oppor- 
tunities of scholarship had not been great, and the state of 
his health and his abundant public duties and his active 
life had prevented his greatly enlarging his scholarship. 
He had, indeed, by reading, by observation, by convorsa* 
tion, stored his mind with a great amount of information 
on the subjects most important for him to kuow ; but it did 
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Dot pertain, in any reniarisBble drprce, to cither Bciontific 
or literary sulyocts. Of information to ha derived from llic 
daily preHH, perhaps uo man surpiisscd him ; of information 
derived from observation and a keen Hagacity, there were 
none of hiA brethren who wore hiit equals. . His literary 
labors were mostly confined, with one exception, which I 
shall have occasion to notice, to a few sermons, to a few 
articles in our Quarlerlij Beview., and to the newspaptjr 
press To the latter, alike by his taste and by his convic- 
tion that in this way truth could bo best promulgated, 
regulating the public mind and correcting public errors, ho 
contributed much ; and there are few men, even of those 
devoted to tha newspaper press, that could reach^the pub- 
lic in this way in a more timely, sagacious, and effective 
manner. 

"As a public speaker, alike in the pulpit and in delibera- 
tive bodies, with no particulait odvantnge of manner, but 
with, much, arising from his nervous temperament, that 
would seem to promise little, ho yet had a power which 
few men possess. In preaching, ho often plunged at once 
into the middle of his subject, and made most direct and 
earnest appeals to the reason and conscience ; in debate, 
he seized at once upon the real point in question, and 
pressed that with a power of argument, with a fervor of 
language, with an amplitude of illustration, and with a 
severity of invective and sarcasm, if neccssory, which few 
men have ever exhibited in debate. His language in his 
public discourses, whether extemporary -or written, was as 
nearly perfect as possible ; and often his happiest efforts 
-—efforts seldom surpassed — were in extemporary address. 
No man could use the English language better ; fVom the 
lips of no one could fall more pertinent and fit words, 
more complete sentences, more beautiful figures, more 
striking illustrations. In description, in statement, in ar- 
gument, in warning, in appeal, in invective, his language 
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prtBcnted the best forms <»f our Anjflo-Soxon tonijup. 
Ortcn in a public as8(>n)l)ly — in «>uch a vaxt concourse as 
was assembled in the great hnll in 1^57 — when the inter- 
est of the meeting languished, a few words from him 
roused the vast assembly ; when the course of things was 
taking an unprofitable direction, a few remarks from him, 
with no reflection cast on others, changed the current of 
remark and feeling, and gave, in a moment, a new aspect 
to the course of things. 

" When he fell so suddenly by death, there occurred that 
of which the prophet Isaiah speaks as a great public 
calamity — when Qod takes away 'the eloquent orator,' 
or, as it is expressed more appropriately in the margin, 
and with an eminent adaptcdness Vo his case, 'the »kUlful 
of speech.' Isa. iiii 3. No words could better describe Dr. 
lirainerd's eloquence than to say that he was 'skillful 
of speech;' none could better represent the impression 
which his eloquence made on his hearers. -No man could 
bear him iu bis happiest moods without being impresst'd 
with the force and beauty of our own English tongue, and 
the greatness of the endowment of being able to speak in 
such words for truth and for (iod. 

"For the endowment of being 'skillful of speech' is one 
of God's great gifts to man; one of the nobjest and the 
most marvelous of our talents ; one which, as much as any 
other, alike in the original power and in the highest forma 
of that power, shows the Creator's greatness and wisdoni. 
No philosopher has been able to explain bow man at first 
learned to s|>euk ; none could teach man to speak if Qod 
bad not taught Adam; none who deny the miraculous 
agency of the Creator can explain how it is. 

"And it is worthy of such an origin as it had. Alike in 
the daily intercourse of life, in our business, in our enjoy- 
ments, and in all the great purposes of divine Providence 
iu the advanccmeut of the interests of the world, it showH 
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itself worthy of such an origin. For speech hns beea 
connected with all the purposes of jiiHtico. It has been a 
prime agent in the defense of liberty^ It has been ideuti' 
Bed with the triuinpbs of religion and the salvation of 
souls. Speech in the Senate house ; speech in the hall of 
justice ; speech before a battle ; speech in the pulpit has 
been identiOed with all the triumphs of justice, lilwrty, and 
reKgion in the world. There is no power like the power of' 
Demosthenes, Cicero, Burke, Chatham, Wehstcr. It sways 
the passions, nud the will, and the intellect, and the iniag- 
hiations of men, as the trees of the forest are moved by 
the mighty winds; and more than to the power of arms in 
battle, is tb« progress of the world to be traced to the 
power of languogo. 

" It is most noble, and reaches its highest and most dis- 
tinct results when employed in proclaiming the gospel to 
men. The pulpit is its loftiest place, and there the pur- 
poses of Uod in speech are most signally accomplished. In 
defending the truth of God, in proclaiming his will, in pub- 
lishing the great facts. of redemption, in persuading men to 
turn from sin, in making known the realities of eternity, in * 
inviting a lost race to the cross — that is its highest offlc« 
and its sublimcst employment Paul, on Mars' Hill, ia 
proclaiming the gospel, was greater than DemoHthanes 
thundering against Phillip; Whit&eld at the collieries, 
was greater in the results of Jiis speaking than Burke in 
the splendors of Westminster Uall on the trial of VVarren 
Hastings, or than Patrick Henry when be summoned the 
American colonies' to freedom. 

" The, success of Dr. Brainerd as a pastor depended not 
only on the character of bis preaching, but, in a large de- 
gree, on his character as a man. His frank, open, genial 
manners ; the fact that he was accessible at all times ; bis 
aflabiliiy; the interest which he took in the wants of 
others; his sympathy with the poor, the sick, and the he- 
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reaved ; bis liappy addresses on funeral occasions ; and 
especially bis appreciation of the feelings, the aspirations, 
and the stragglings of young men, contributed in an emi- 
nent degree to this, and, to an unusual extent, ho retained 
these characteristics in advancing years, when he had 
reached a period of threescore. From anything that ap. 
pears, his preaching, and his mode of intercourse with the 
young, WAS as attractive in bis last years as ft had been 
at any former period of bis life. Probably at no period of 
his life 'were there more young men, in proporti on jp the 
whole nunilier in attendance on bis ministry, tlflmin his 
last years ; and it was one of the things that eminently 
gladdened his heart, in all the discouragements from the 
position of his church — which he felt indeed keenly — that 
while numl)ers of his best families 'w^re removing in the 
general tide that was, and is, setting to other parts of tho 
city, he was still drawing around bim the young, the en- 
terprising, and the prosjicrous, just as they were forming 
their character, to sustain this ancient and venerable 
church. 

"Dr. Brainerd, as a pastor, had. one peculiarity in his 
labors and plans which it is not improper to advert to, as 
it, in his case, was attended with marked success. It was, 
that while be labon^d earnestly for revivals of religion, and 
relied on such works of grace in promoting tho progress of 
religion, ho looked fur the most marked success at a certain 
season of the year. The ordinary labors of the autumn 
•nd winter were almost uniformly followed by special 
eflurts, mostly in the form of protracted meetings, in tite 
close of the winter and the beginning of the spring; and 
then be hoped to gather, as in a harvest, the result of the 
labors of the year. These efforts were almost uniformly 
Buccesaful; and a large portion nf those received into the 
church, during bis ministry here, were admitted at that 
Reason vf the year. At such times his own labors and 
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•nxletiea were so exhsusting as to make, in his case, the 
ordinary rest to which pastors, with other me;n, look for- 
ward in the summer months, absolutely indispensahle. 

." Dr. Brainerd was a man whose labors and influence 
coold not be confined to his own particular church, or to 
bis own denomination, or to religion alone. He was not 
made to be a mere ' parish minister,' and the churches of 
onr own denomination here and elsewhere, and the cause 
of religion in general, and the interests Of patriotism and 
the country, owe much to his zeal, his talents, bis large, 
catholic spirit, and his patriotism. 

"Philadelphia, and especially our own denomination, 
owes much to his counsels, and to his persevering efforts 
in the establishment of the churches which have been or- 
ganized here since he became pastor of tl^is church. 

"The renovation of this church was owing very much 
to bis conviction of the necessity of such renovation, that 
It might maintain the position which it had long held, and 
to his personal efforts. 

"The Qrcen Uill Church had its origin entirely in his 
convictions of the necessity of such a church in that paft 
of the city. His own residence, for seven years, owing 
to feeble health, was in that part of what is now the city, 
but what was then a suburb, lying quite beyond the city, 
l)ut which he saw would soon demand a church of our de- 
nomination. The lot on which the church stands was 
secured by him, and a considerable part of the funds fur 
building the church was raised by bis own personal 
efforts. 

" To him, almost entirely, it is owing that the Clinton 
Street Church is now connected with our denomination. 
It was about to pass from the Congregational denomina- 
tion to other hands, and that it did not pass to a denomi- 
nation \a no way connected with us, is to be ascribed to hia 
doterraination vf purpose, Ue formed the plan of sccur- 



■^i^S^MMt^^s&iimM^iii'Mu •ijMi&XiMdts' 






FVBLW AND PRIVATE TRIBUTES. 896 

ing it to our denomination, and lie and the Bev. Anf>oa 
Rood, by penional solicitations and effoirts, secured the 
amount necessary to carry out the purpose. 

" The Calvary Church owes its establishment much to 
bis efforts and to his counsels, and it may be safely said 
that, if it had not been for his cfl'orts, and for his remark- 
able influence over men of wealth, this enterprise would 
never have been carried through. Forty meetings were 
held, Bonietimes protracted to a late hour in the night, io 
consultation on the plan, and in efforts to secure its suc- 
cess. From those meetings he was almost never absent ; 
and, in all that was doubtful about it, ho never lost his 
confidence in it, or faltei^d in hid own purpose that it 
should be accomplished. ORen did his voice rouse and 
animate those assembled, when desponding or doubtful; 
and often did his appeals and bis ready wit — even when 
there was some hazard of giving offense in such appeals — 
create new zeal in the cause. He coMid say things which 
others could not have said without giving offense. On 
one occasion, when the whole enterprise seemed to hang 
in doubt, he rose and.::llild with deep'gravity and solem- 
nity: ' Gentlemen^ there are certain Christian graces which 
those io your condition have never had the privilege of ex- 
ercising. The grace of submission in times of poverty ; the 
grace of a deep sense of dependence on Qod for your daily 
bread ; the grace which they exorcise who, at the head of 
a family, see their children crying for bread ; and the grace 
needed to sustain the heart in the night-watches, when m 
man does not know where provision is to come from to 
supply the morning meal — these and similar graces of the 
Christian, you have never had the opportunity of exercising, 
and probably never will. The grace which you are called 
upon to exercise is that which arises from the right use of 
property^— from devoting it to God in promoting his cause 
— from doing what is necessary to bo done to secure th« 
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Rfiread of re1igion''aroun(1 you — and if yott do not do this, 
the Lord have mercy on'your «o«/«.' Any man might., 
well have hesitated as to what would l)o the cfTcct of such 
•n appeal. From some men it would have been received 
with cold silence, or would have stirred up wrath. There 
was, indeed, at the close of this singular speech, a mo- 
mentary silence, and then all present burst out into a loud - 
laugh— and his object was accomplished. 

" To his efforts, also, associated with the members of 
this church and congregation, it is owing that the German 
Street Church has been completed, and has been retained 
to our denomination ; and, at the time of his death, he had 
projected a new enterprise in the extreme southeastern part 
of the city, with an ultimate reference to the establishment 
of a church. 

" Dr. Brainerd, though ^ic was a decided Calvinist in hiR 
doctrinal views, and at borough Presbyterian in his con- 
victions on the proper mode of the organization and gov- 
ernmont of the church ; and though in all that long conflict 
which has been waged with the other ' branch' of our de- 
nomination — alike in the trial of Dr. Beecher, for heresy, 
when he was associated with hiiii as a preacher; in the 
debates of the General Assembly previous to the division, 
of which he was a member ;* in the division of the church 
in 1838; and in all the long period since, now nearly thirty 
years, he has been thoroughly identified, on the firmest con- 
victiun of truth and justice, with our branch of the church, 
true to its rights, to its principles, and to its intcn^sts, — 
yet h^ was not a bigoted man, or a man who regarded all 

* He WM a member of the Orpcnl Astembly Id May, 18.10, the jrekr 
before the " Rxaioduig Acta," leading to thj diviiiun uf the ehuroh wer* 
pH>ed. Hii being • itember uf the Aewinbly that year wai the imme- 
diate oooajioo of hie being employed during the lummer a< a itated iup- - 
|)ly in the Pine Street Church, which reiultod in hia being called to tb« 
ehirsb ai it* pattor. . . 
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the interests of truth, of religion, and of humanity as con- 
fined to his own donoroination. In the temperance cauf>e; 
in Union Prayer-meetings ; in promoting the interests of 
religion in general ; in public matters, he did not make it 
ft subject of inquiry whether they were controlled by 
Presbyterians, or whether his own denomination was to 
acquire strength or credit as being prominent in such 
public movements. As long as the great prayer-meetings 
in Jayne's Hall shall be remembered, Dr. Brainerd will be 
remembered as having, with tiiat holy man of the Daptist 
' denomination. Dr. Keui\ard, and Dudley Tyng, of the 
KIpiscopal, both now with him before the throne of the, 
same Saviour, contributed as much as any other man to 
the interest and the success of the meeting. 

"It occurred before his death that there was an oppor- 
tunity of evincing, in a manner such as there has never 
before been an opportunity of evincing, the.love of country ; 
and in that fearful struggle of four years, all that was the 
proper fruit of his early training, and of the Puritan doc- 
trine which he had been taught to believe, and all that was 
generous, large-hearted and patriotic in his nature, was 
fully developed. He felt, as few even then fult, that all 
that was dear to liberty was at stake. He fult more keenly 
than most men feel the evil of treason and rebellion. Ho 
appreciated in the highest degree the blessings of liberty 
for which our fathers fought in the war of Independence, 
and anticipated with more apprehension than most men did 
the evils which would result if the rebellion should be suc- 
cessful. He was not formed to be a military man, and be 
was too old, and his health too much impaired, even if 
his position had not prevented it, to join in the active de- 
fense of his country. But he could defend by his eloquent 
appeals the righteous cause ; he could denounce in such 
burning words as few men could use the evijs of treason 
and rebellion } he could stimulate and animate bis own 
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people in sustaininp^ the government ; he could encourage 
hi8 own young men to give thi'nisclvcs to the service of 
tbcir country ; he could counsel and animate them as they 
left their homes for the field of strife, perhaps nol lo return 
' again ; be could meet the soldier on his way to the battle- 
field at the ' Refreshment Room,' and encourage him in 
his purpose, and could greet bim again on his return, 
weary, or sick, or wounded, and minister to his wants; 
and be could visit the great hospitals of our city, as a min- 
ister of consolation to impart comfort to the wounded, tho 
sick, and the dying. And it Was done ; done as this work 
was done by no other pastor in this city. For four years 
he was under as. intense excitement as his physical frame 
could bear : — an excitement unintcrmitted by day and by 
night, wearing on his exhausted nervous system, perhaps 
hastening the event which we mourn to-day. From this 
intense excitement lie fouud no rest, no intermission — until 
that eventful night when the news ran through the city 
that ' Qeiieral Lee and his army bad surrendered.' Then 
thousands crowded tho streets. Then t^e sound of juy 
and rejoicing was heard everywhere. Then tears of joy 
flowed freely. Then men mct men as they had not done 
for four years before. Then, in as sublime a scene as our 
country has witnessed, thousands of voices spontaneously 
joined in front of the building where the Declaration of In- 
dependence was made, in singing to Old Hundred, 

< Prain Ood from whom all bles«ingi flow,' 

and then — who could have done it more appropriately than 
he? — Dr. Brainerd led the vast multitude in expressing 
thanks to God. 

" Beyond his newspaper labors, a few sermons, a few 
tracts, and a few articles in our Presbyferian Quarterly — 
of which ho was one of the founders, and of which he con- 
tinued to Ik one of the editors to the time of his death— 
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Dr. Braincrd's published productions are not nnmcrous. 
It is remarkable, aud it was singularly npprnpriatp, that 
the only literary work of considerable mognituJe in which 
he engaged, was the Lire of a member of the Braincrd 
family, who was comparatively unknown, and who died 
seventy rears since: a modest, earnest, humble, patie'nt,, 
and laborious missionary. The name of David Brainerd 
was known as far as that of any man in modern times who 
has engaged in the work of missions That name has 
been most influential in promoting the prepcut movement 
in the work of converting the world. More than perhaps 
by any other man, the character of Henry Martyn had 
been formed, and bis zeal awakened, by the character and 
life of David Brainerd. But the name of John, his brother 
and his successor, not less pious and devoted to his Mas- 
ter's cause, was little known. He had labored in obscurity ; . 
he had not been remarkably successful in his work among 
the Indians ; he had become au bumble pastor in an ob- 
scure church ; and ho had died with no one aa 'yet to re- 
cord his worth, and to perpetuate the record of his labiirs. 

" It occurred to Dr. Brainerd to endeavor to rescue from 
forgctfulness what could bo recovered respecting his life 
.and labors, and to hold him up, also, ns an example to the 
church and the world. To this work he gave the leisure 
of the last years of his life. On that work he bestowed 
a great amount of labor, in correspondence and in trgvel- 
iug, and gathered all that there was to be gathered, iviike 
in this country and in Europe, in memory of a man little 
known, and over whose remains for nearly seventy years 
there was not even a stone to mark the place of his rest ; 
fur whom, as Dr. Brainerd remarked, ' no gazette heralded 
his departure, no orator gave him an eulogy, and no gen- 
erous appreciation raised him a monument.'* 

• Life of Juhn Bminird, pp. 434, 4SS. 
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' "This work, raost happily executed, and which furniBheg 
ft ground for regret that its author gave no more to the 
worhl through the presB, might l>e appropriately considered 
as the biography of three men of rare pinty and URefulness. 
David Brainerd, a sketch of whoso life is necessarily 

, given to prepare the way for the notice of bis brother and 
successor, John, t\\6 obscure and unknown, but faithful 
missionary; and the author himself. Some of Dr. Urai- 
nerd's best thoughts, and some of the happiest specimens 
of his writing, and specimens that will coniparc favorably 
frith any others found in our best writers, occur .in that 

'volume. As a specimen of liis e>tyle and manner, and as 
an illustration of the remark which I have just made, I 
will copy a single paragraph, alike for its own beauty, and 
for the justness of its reflections. 

"'In moving into the future, it is the destiny of man 
to move into relative darkness. Every individual human 
advance is an adventure in paths dim, difficult, and |Mirilous, 
never yet trodden ; an experiment of labors and perils no* 
yet endured, of responsibilities yet to be discharged, and 
of aims and elevations yet to be surmounted. No wonder 
that in these circumstances man looks around him to iu> 

' quire, " Has any one mdpped out the way 7 lias any oiu) 
BUCcessfuity threaded the difficult and dreary paths? Has 
any one borne the labors and overcome the dangers? Has 
any one scaled the heights, and laid his band on the prof- 
fered prize ?" 

"'The martial spirit is kept alive by the great names 
and achievements of its heroes: ils^CiBsars, Wellingtons, 
and Napoleons. Science renews its energy in communion 
with the names of its Qalileos, Lockes, and Newtons. 
Men are brave to strike fur human freedom under the shel- 
ter of the great examples "of Hampden, Cromwell, and 
Washington. The biographies of the eminent dead not 
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only furnish illustrationa of wh«t the living may Iw, and 
,do, and dare ; tbey not only lift men above the crowd to a 
higher estimate of haman capacity and power; they do 
iQore through the social principles by which one is set to 
imitate the good works which be conteroplates iu others. 
The church of Ood has always availed itself of these 
principles of our nature ; and while war has cherished its 
lierovs, and science its devotees, Christianity has wisely 
embalmed the memory of her great teachers, her saints, 
and her martyrs. It is well iL is so ; for, however dwarfed 
may be the present age in any grace or attainment, the 
true and growing Christian can find solace, sympathy, and 
companionship with the more excellent men aud things of 
the past.'— pp. lO', 11.* 

" It was also a remarkable — can we suppose it to have 
been otherwise than a providential ? — arrangement that the 
last public service of Dr. Brainerd should have bad refer- 
ence to the name which he himself bore, and that it should 
have occurred in the very place — ' The Forks of the Del- 
aware' — where these Brothers, David and John, whose 
memory he had thus contributed to {tcrpetuate and em- 
balm, had successively lalrared. A church had been 
founded at Easton,f called the 'Brainerd Church,' in 
honor of the labors of David Brainerd, and he was invited 
I* to address the ' Brainerd Missionary Society,' in that 
church. It was his closing work on earth. Feeble then, 
with a trembling frame, with a voice so weak as scarcely 
to bo audible, under the influence of a state of body which 
was mji few weeks ^ remove him from earth, ho per- 
formed his last publicHTices there on earth, aud Hnishcd 

^^ m 

* For •imlliir ipccimeni of beautiful writing, and of valuable Moli- 
moDtt, I may nfer (o pp. 88-91, «3-lli, 102, 103, 122. 
f On tha miuionarjr Held of Ddvid Brainerd. . 
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the taborn of a life spent in eminent usefulness In the 
church of God.* 

" Like David Brainerd, and like most of bis family, he 
i)ro8 a man subjvut to depression of spirits, and be'appre> 
bended much, as his own father bad suffered much, in the 
elosing scene of life. Uo apprehended paralysis, {terhapa 
months or yi-ars of hclplessnefs, and at the same time 
niontbs or years of mental darkness and depression. From 
both those he was mercifully preserved. In a moment, 
almost in the twinkling of an eye, without anything un- 
usual to excite apprehension or alarm, without pain, with- 
. out con8ciousnc^8s, he was taken from earth to heaven. 
Could the warmest afleetion for liim have ordered the cir- 
curostanci'S of his death more mercifully or kindly 7 

"I trust that it will not be regarded as inappropriate, in 
conclusion, to refer, in a word, to my own |)er8onal feel- 
ings, and my own ^ense of loss when he was so suddenly 
taken away. Kever before have I so felt that I stood 
alone on the t>hores of the great ocean of eternity as I felt 
then ; and why should not the personal friendship of so 
many years be allowed to utter its feelings in sympathy 
with a mourning congregation on an occasion like this? 

" Why should not the memory of other days come over 
my soul here? Why should I not B|)enk of the loss which 
I have sustained as well as you t Why should I not be 
permitted, while I spoak of his public life, also to bear my 
testimony to him us a wanu-hcarted, true, generous, sin- 
cere, and affectionate friend ? For, for an unusual period 
in human life — for thirty years — we were united in such 
intimacy and friendship as rarely exists on earth, and is 
still more rarely prolonged for such a period ; for we lived 



* Thkt Mrmon bu bMO pobllkhed nnder th« title, "Th* L»it Strmoa 
of Iba R«r. Tbomai Brtiocnl, D.D." It It on th* text, " L«l do imm> 
dwplM tbjr 7%ath." 
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and labored side by side, we took sweet counsel together, 
we traveled together, we prayed together, we rejoiced to- 
gether, we mourned together. We bad no envies, jealousies, 
or heart-burnings, and there was nothing to be forgiven 
on either side when be died. Wc rejoiced each in the suo- 
CPBS of the other as if it were his own success — for it was 
success in the cause which we both loved, and in the ad- 
vancement of that Master's kingdom which we were both 
endeavoring to promote. When ho was buried I felt as if 
half of myself was in that coffin, and was committed^ to 
that grave — how could I help it f I have younger friends 
among my brethren, dear to my hf art, and securing daily 
more and more my affections; but you must approach the 
period where the ominous number 'thj«cscore and ten' is 
not remote to understand bow a mah feels when the friend 
of thirty years — and such a friend — is committed to the 
tomb." ^ 

At (be close of the scrhion, Mr. Barnes read thu hymn — 

"Scrraat of Qod, wall done; > 

Be(t from tbji loved employ ; 
The bkttle Tuught, the victor; won, 
Ente^tbjr Muter'g J07. 

" The voice at midnight sane. 
Ha itarted op to bear; 
A mortal arrow pitroed hii frame, 
lie fell— but felt no fear. 

' "Tranqnil amidit alarmi. 

It found bim on the field,, 
A veteran aluDibering on bit arms, 
Beneath his red-cross shield. 

" The pains of death are past, . . 

Labor and sorrow cense ; 
< And life's long warfare closed at last, ' t' 

His soul is found in peace. T-'- 
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"Soldier of Chriit, well done; 

Pnin be tb; new empio; ; , 

And vbtle elernsl kgei run, 
Beet in thy Bsviaiir'a joj." 

This hymn was sang by the choir with much feeling. 

" No sketch can do justice to the eloquence, fervor, and 
truth of the memorial sermon delivered yesterday by Rer^ 
Albert Barnes, in eulogy of the. latp Rev. Dr. Brainerd. 
' Old Pine Street Church' was Blled by an immense con- 
gregation, all of whom had some affectionate association 
connected with his memory, and the pathetic voice of his 
venerable co-worker fell upon ears eager to receive the 
warm words of sympathy, of praise, and of loving analysis 
of the noble character of Pr. Brainerd. It will Ite long 
ere any who heard this noble tribute to one of Philadol 
phia's ablest divines will forget it." — Evening Bulletin. 

Br. MMreh ea tli* Cltaraet«r of Sr. Braiatrd'. 

■ * • 

"I shall always remember Dr. Brainerd as a man of 
genial spirit, pleasant address, and hopeful temperament. 
J met him in all places ; quite as often in the street as any- 
where else — he generally on horseback, and I as gcnerully 
on foot. He never would let himself puss without riding 
up to the curbstone and dropping a good-humored word, 
which made the waN< seem pleasanter to mo fur several 
squares after he was out of sight. 

" I never knew him to speak in a public meeting, large 
or small', religious or secular, without diffusing a glow of 
kii;dtji feeling through the audience, and di8i>osing every 
heart to respond to the sentiments and sympathies of our 
common huiiianiiy. The great burdens of lifb were as 
heavy on him as on the rest of us, but be had the happy 
faculty of bearing them himself, and helping others to bear 
them, with so much gi>uialily, buoyancy and hupefuluehs, 
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M to take awsy half their weight. He snpportcd hiH own 
burden of care and reBpoiisibilitV with a good-huniorud and 
elastic spirit, koowiog that the ntrain upon the carriage, 
and the friction on thn wheels arc less when the load rests 
upon springs. 

" In our ministers' meeting, in our consultations upon the 
common good pf all our churches, in our efforts to raise 
money, or to relieve difficulties, or t« start new enterprises, . 
we always looked to him for an apt remark, or a telling 
illustration, or a 'little story,' that would make the task 
before us seem lighter, and bring its accomplishment within 
the range of our hopes. His playfulness always had a 
serious and practical turn. If he cast the pleasant light of 
humor upon our most tbougbtful deliberations, it was only 
to scatter the shades of doubt and fear, and moke the path 
of duty plain. And it was a very great matter for us all 
to have a man among us of large experience, of earnent 
purpose, and of practical judgment, who could help us over 
the hard places with a touch of humor, and scatter the 
clouds of despondency by a cheerful glance at better tilings 
to come. 

" Dr. Brainerd excelled greatly in his ready adaptation 
to times and circumstances. He had the bapfty art of 
patting things in their right place, giving to every occasion 
its full and Ut expression. Belonging to a profession which, 
by instinct, usage, and education, clings to stately ceremo- 
nies and established forms, he could Btc>p out of the old 
track with the grace of propriety and the ease of uncon- 
scious adaptation. He could preach the gospel with ten- 
derness and solemnity, in the church, in a market-^ouse, 
and in the open air. He could command the attention of 
citizens and soldiers, in saloons and hospitals, in public 
streets and crowded squares, in camp and on shipboard. 
He could preside with equal propriety over a Qeneral As- 
sembly, a Presbytery, or a prayer-meeting. He could 

85 
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miike himself heard <».nd respected by the rich in their par- 
lors and eoHnting-bouses, and by the poor in their cheer- 
less homes and lowly occupations. In times of trouble 
and danger, when the cloud of national enlaraity hungthick 
and dark over lis all, he was a safe man to soothe the gen- 
eral alarm, a brave man to meet the coming peril, a tender- 
hearted man to utter the public sorrow. In times of joy 
and triumph, none rose with a more exultant and child- 
like joy upon the waves of public gralnlation, none cotiSd 
speak the common gladness, better than he. He had a 
quick sensibility to catch the spirit of any occasioli, and a 
ready tact to meet its demands. Men who scoOed at re- 
ligion, and made light of all sacred things, were not likely 
to go unrebukcd from his presence. The cultivated skep- 
tic and the rude blasphemer found that in assailing hini 
they had something more vital and human than a walking 
book or an official gown to contend with. He had a pecu^ 
liar skill in setting the troubled and doubting in a posi- 
tion to see the light which their fears bad hidden from 
their eyes. In bis quick and unceremonial adaptation to 
all times and persons and circumstances, he was like the 
divine preacher, who proclaimed the word of life in tho 
synagogue and by the sea^side; in the streets, on the 
mountains and in desert places; in private homes, in the 
marts of business, and by the way-side ; and always S|)eak- 
ing with equal earnestness and propriety, whether con- 
versing with a single listener or addressing assembled 
thousands. 

" Dr. Rrainerd judged wisely what be could do, and he did 
U well. He chose the place and mode of action in which his 
powers could work most easily, and he did the task the 
better and with the less strain and friction, because he had 
discretion and self-command enough to give his strength to 
that which he could do best. Rejoicing that others pos- 
sessed eudowments and opportunities not given to him, hu 
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improved hia own proper gift ho woll bs to talce a front 
ranic with all who live to inutract and improve (nanlcind. 
The world loHes much talent and effort for good, just 
becaufle many fail to find the secret of their greatest 
strength, or, having fouTid it, thejr are not content to do 
that which they can do best And hence we have many 
unmanly complaints from those, who ezcQse themselves 
for failure, l{y saying that, in some other position 6r pro- 
fesston, they could easily have become greater and better ; 
men. / 

" Dr. Brainerd was himself greater than his liest per«> 
formancc. Uoweverwell he may have acquitted himself 
on any occasion, he left the impression that- he bad more 
forces in reserve than he had brought into the field of ac- 
tion. No one act or service of his seemed to have ex 
haust^] his capacity to do n^ore and l)etter. This impres- 
sion was undoubtedly due to the force of character by 
which he controlled the convictions and stimulated the 
expectations of others, wheneverthey came under this in- 
fluence of bis clear mind and commanding will. No wHtten 
composition, no reported speech of his, no partial estimates 
of friends even, could have told a stranger how much of a 
man he waa in his living presence^ and in his power to 
quicken and control other minds. He was not unmanned 
or paralyzed by great resitonsibilities, or unexpected cir- 
cumstances, or by the overpowering influence of strong 
character and great reputation in others. He rose to the 
demand of the occasion, and he met it cattily, by looking 
through the glare and parade and mystery directly to the 
simple and practical elements of any question or duty. He 
could separate the practical and sure from the mystical 
and uncertain, arid he would never allow the dreams and 
BuJ^eties of idle speculittion to impair the force of settled 
opiiiittua and daily duties. In climlung up tbo steep of 
(bo heavenly hill, he chose to keep the tried and safe path, 
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■iod he was not cmbarra.^sed or hindered in bis coarse, be> 
cause, when he looked over the precipice, he could not see 
the bottom of the abyss, or, when he looked up he could 
not measure the whole length of the path by which he was 
Journeying. And he showed his peculiar manliness and 
force of character, by imparting to others the feeling of 
safety and self-possession which steadied his own mind. 

' " Dr. Brainerd dwelt upon the plain and practical ele- 
inents of truth. He believed that th« gospel is its own 
best witness, and that the preacher should show his ntness 
for his work by presenting truth in such a form as to bo 
understood and appreciated by all candid and attentive 
listeners. He believed that the most essential truths are 
most easily understood, and that the clear and distinctive 
doctrines of the gospel are so immeasurably important 
that the minister of Christ can have little time for the em- 
bellishments of fancy, or the mists of speculation. He 
made people understand that he had opinions and princi- 
ples, and good reasons fbr holding them, and that when 
be spoke, it was not siyiply to supply a pleasant enter- 
tainment for the hour, but to show that all have something 
inlinitely important both to believe and to do. Up put 
forth his appeals and instructions in such clear, practical, 
every-day forms that common minds grasped the full scope 
of his meaning, and the careless and the caviling were 
made to feel that in opposing or neglecting the claims of 
religion, they must slight the lesoons of their own experi- 
ence and the deepest wants of their own nature. He 
clothed the great spiritual truths of divine revelation in 
such a hnman and homelike dress that they could be re- 
ceived and recognized in the busy street as well as in the 
sanctuary. 

" Dr. Brainerd had fall faith in the capacity of the gospel 
to supply the chief elements of progress, in all states of 
human socikty, and to answer all forms of unbelief. He 
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was not afnid that any real discorcries in acience would 
impair the autliority of dirinc revelation. If the philoao- 
pbera do not afx^^ with Mosca, it will lie found in the end 
to be only the worse for the philosophers, not to the dis- 
credit of Moses. And he was not very much troubled if 
ingenious and skeptical men could devise objections, 
which, for a time, seemed hard to answer. Every nev 
phase of unbelief will have its day, but the word of tb« 
Lord enduroth forever. And Dr. Brainerd kept himself 
up abreast of all the progress of the age, by keeping 
himself in sympathy with that revealed truth, which is 
the chief element of progress in all ages. He fiilly be- 
lieved in the power of Christianity to sustain itself against 
the most severe and subtle skepticism, and to vindicate its 
divine origin, both by reasoning and by experiment, before 
all the world. 

" Dr. Brainerd could advance with the real advance of 
the age, and he could adapt himself easily to the changing 
' circumstances of society and the world. He kept even 
pace with the time, and refused tA grow old in feeling and 
spirit, while the years of toil and suffering were growing 
heavy upon bis shoulders. He never fell into the habit 
of thinking that truth and virtue were fast leaving the 
earth, that all changes were for the worse, and that things 
were a great deal better in the world when he was young. 
Ue always liked to class himself among the young men, 
and he was sure to show so much buoyancy, hopefulness, 
and adaptation, as to make the young men feel at home 
in his company. 

" He respected the wisdom, the virtue, and precedents 
of the past, and yet he felt called upon to tise them all, in 
attaining a sounder wisdom and loftier virtue. 

" When the form or issue of great questions of principle 
or duty changed, he was quick to meet the new demand. 
He was not the man to spend his strength in fighting over 
36» 
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M old battle, when tbere was no longer any demand for 
the conflict 

" Dr. Brainerd was truly arid conscientiously denomina- 
tional in bis principles and preferences, and yet be was 
liberal and conciliatory toward all. We had no truer man 
to rely upon, when the order, the doctrine, the fi^ood name, 
and the associated Interests of our own churches were to 
be maintained ; and when the 6t occasion came to forget 
all denominational differences, and unite in common efforts 
and supplications for the growth and harmony of all 
churches alike, none conld cause all hearts to flow forth in 
common sympathies and efforts more happily than be. No 
minister in the city bad a larger personal acquaintance 
with ministers and laymen outside of his own denomina- 
tion, and noi)e would have received a more ready welcome 
to other pulpits ; no one would have been more sure to 
speak kindly and acceptable words, whatever sect or class 
of -Christians he might address. And yet he was wise 
and hearty in giving the great 'strength of his life and 
labor to the upbuilding of his own denomination. It is 
for the interest of the one universal church that every 
branch shall be united and strong, and any minister's life 
will be worth most to the cause of Christ when be works 
most freely and earnestly jn the way of his own choice, 
and with such forms and instrumentalities as he can use 
best. Christianity is scandalized in the eyes of the world, 
not by the existence of different denominations, but by the 
unchristian mode in which they treat each other. 

" Dr. Brainerd labored cheerfully and uncomplainingly 
for a whole generation in his chosen profession, and found 
in the work of the ministry his exceeding great reward. 
Ue expressed no regret that ho had abandoned other pur- 
suits, or that he saw others making themselves rich, while 
he, with greater effort, ability, and sacrifice, must live and 
die poor. Ue felt rich in his own heart and life if he could 
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lesd others to lay up for themselves imperishable treasures 
in heaven. In thirty years' time be paused through many 
vicissitudes of trial, diflSculty, and digcouragemont, as well 
u of toil, hope, and succvss; but, in them all, he bora 
himself honorably and bravely, and, in the darkest days, 
be had grace given him for his own necessities, and a r^ 
serve of faith and cheerfulness with which to strengthen 
bis brethren. Ho bore up under great bodily infirmities, 
and worked on hopefully and successfully, while daily ex- 
pecting the end, anxious only to be found at his post when 
the Master came. His unsteady hand and faltering step 
indicated no abatement of high purpose and firm resolu- 
tion to carry his burden till the Master bid hira lay it 
down. And so he went on his way, bearing his own sor- 
rows lightly, that he might comfort others in their afflic- 
tion ; living upon a bare competence, that he might enrich 
others with the resources of his gifted mind and chastened 
heart ; forgetting his own discouragements, that he might 
cheer others in their despondency ; hoping all things, be- 
lieving all things, enduring all things, if by any means be 
might save some." 

■7 Btv. 1. W. Kmts, B.9. 

"With startling suddenness came the telegraphic an- 
nouncement of the death of the beloved and venerated pas- 
tor of Old Pine Street Church, at Scranton, on Wednesday 
morning of last week. Dr. Brainerd had been so long ail- 
ing, and bad for so many years contrived to get through 
a great amount of parochial and public duty without any 
alarming increase in his unfavorable symptoms, that we 
were in a manner used to them, and ceased to fear any speedy 
culmination of them in death. Only a day or two, indeed, 
before be died, he wrote in an animated strain, in view of 
the probable early resqmption of his duties with increased 
health and prospect of uaefulneas. All, therefore, but per- 
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btpfi the few who htd more carefully considered the state 
of his health, were frreatly shocked by the announcement 
that, after passing Tuesday with no unusual symptoms, and 
retiring comfortably to rest at nigfat, he gave forth his life 
in one single, deep sigh, at one o'clock of the following 
morning. 

" With such a speedy, peaceful, painless exit, well closed 
a life full of years, of high usefulness, of ripe Christian 
character, of distinguished ministerial success, and crowned 
, with well-merited honors. For us his death came all too 
soon. We would not have put it earlier than threescore 
and ten at the soonest For him, doubtless, in the order- 
ing of Providence, it came at precisely the roost appro- 
priate moment. 'All things shall work together for good 
to tliem that love him.' It is certain that Dr. Brainerd's 
career has been steadily upward, both in the measure of 
bis usefulness and his honor. Ho dies with Nothing to 
dim the luster of the name he leaves with his church and 
his family. His star was yet in the ascendant when its 
light was quenched, and it will ever shine full-orbed in 
our meAiories. 

" Especially in the last five or six years of his life has 
the reputation of Dr. Brainerd been gaining most rapidly 
among his fellow-men. With the first mutterings of rebel- 
lion he took his stand for the maintenance of the laws and 
for the preservation of the national life and unity, and 
never swerved from it for a moment to the end. He pre- 
served and cherished the patriotic associations of Old Pine 
Street Church, and greatly enhanced their luster. Dr. 
Brainerd and Old Pine Street Church became the most 
conspicuous among the loyal agencies in our city outside 
of the great public organizations. They were a rock <^ 
strength and a never-failing spring of encouragement to 
loyal men and enterprises. In sermons and prayers, in 
addreasea, speeches, and appeals, the manly voice of Dr. 
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Brainerd' hu everywhere heon heard cheering the de- 
spondent, Btimalating to jiolilcr exertiong the patriotic, 
piercing to the very heart the false arguments of the dis- 
loyal, silencing cavils, and kindling fresh enthusiasm for 
the national cause in every breast Few men showed a 
clearer judgment and a better appreciation of the high 
moral principles at stake in the conflict Few rejoiced 
more heartily at the revival of national lifie in the masses 
of the North, and at the substitution of a martyr zeal for 
country and liberty in place of the low and groveling aims 
which seemed to have gained almost exclusive control 
over the American mind. 

" Dr. Brainerd rejoiced greatly and devoutly in the fact of 
emancipation as one of the greatest boons of the war. He 
never for a moment lost his intense interest in the national 
cause, or abated a jot of his earnest efforts for its suc- 
cess. He ever cherished the most profound confidence in 
the uprightness and sagacity of Abraham Lincoln, whom, 
indeed, he resembled in his shrewd observation of men 
and his accurate- estimate of public opinion. 

"The honor in which Dr. Brainerd was held by his loyal 
fellow-citizens was shown in hi^ election as a member of 
the Union League almost at its very organization, and by 
ihe prominent position usually assigned him in the religious 
portion of the public services held by that and other bodies 
of our citizens during and since the war. No hour of his 
life could have been more glad or more solemn than when 
he was thus called to tead the devotions of the people after 
the victory of Gettysburg. A throng of ten or twenty 
thousand people blocked the streets before him. The fire 
companies with their equipages had, by a spontaneous im- 
puliie, turned out to celebrate the occasion. Far above in 
the steeple, a band was wuflingthe strains of 'Old Hun- 
dred ' to the skies, and there, standing on the sacred steps of 
Independence H«ll, amid the indescribable raptures of tbftt 



m. 



414 I'Ifl or BSr. TBOMAS BBAIUKBD, D.D. 

hour of g^ent deliverance, he gave Buiiable'ezprcasion to ' 
the sentimenta of a fp-atcful people. He baa also been 
cloaely identified with the Union Volunteer Kefreahniept 
HalooD, and with various moveraeots, j^reat and amall, for 
the relief of our suffering soldiers in tbck- hospitals and on 
the field. When the battle of Gettysburg was ininiinent, 
and when sore distress darkened many of the faces of our 
citizens, Dr. Brainerd, nearly sixty years olif, marched 
beside a recruiting officer to the drum and fife, aiding to 
gather op recruits for the emergency. More than all, he 
gave his only son, Thomas, to the service of bis country, 
and had the satisfaction to see him rise to honor in his pro- 
fession, and return in entire safety with the conquering 
armies of the nation before he died. And perhaps no act 
of his life caused hm greater pleasure than the erection, in 
the vestibule of his church, of tlie mural tablet to the 
memory of the men of his congregation who fell in the war. 
It seemed to complete his patriotic record and to blend it 
beautifully with that of bis people. 

" With such a bright, undimmed record as a patriot, be 
passed away. No rack of a cloud will ever rest upon his 
memoiy in this high regard. His example will live imper- 
isbably, and will instruct and inspire the youth, and the 
clergy and the people of the land, for generations to come. 
Mo cold suspicion, no heartless cavil, no momentary 
unfaithfulness to the high interests of nationality and 
of liberty will weaken its power or darken its perfect 
beauty. 

" Dr. Brainerd had never seemed to court literary distinc- 
tion. His editorial career in Cincinnati, many years ago, 
was, indeed, a great success. But since that time he has 
been coAtent with such fugitive issues as are consonant 
with burdensome pastoral duties, until he undertook the 
great work qf bis life, the Life of his kinsman, Jobn Brai- 
HJOiD. That work, after years of paius taking toil, he lived 
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to .complete, and* to see welcomed with nnanimous and 
eren entbasisatic approval by the religious journals of 
all denominations, by our daily press, and by many critics 
of the old world. Its character, as a faithful record of a 
pure, devoted, and noble lif^, rescued from obscurity, and 
preserved among the choicest treasures of t|ie Christian 
Church, sulTored to speak its own story aM only enlarged 
with wkillful touches |iere and there to serve as the setting 
to the diamond— this work insured him a literary immor- 
tality as certain, at l^ast in the esteem of the church, as 
that of David and John Brainerd themselves. He has 
bound bis name up id s trio with theirs, which time will 
apt be able to dissolve. 

"Dr. Brainerd liad received the highest honors the 
church of his choice could bestow. In the General As- 
sembly oT 18()4, he was chosen Moderator, and performed 
bis duties with urbanity, skill, and success that gave i^n- 
roing|ed satisfaction and delight. The Assembly of li<66 
bestowed upon him the honor of chairmanship of its Com- 
mittee on Reunion. In that position, without ony of the 
discomfort of failure, he died, being translated to a blessed 
region, where, without any preliminary measures, reunion 
is universal, without mistrust, without smothered jeal- 
ousies, without fear of renewed contention and division. 

"Thus ripe in honorsfrora the church and his fellow- 
citiiens, at the climax of his usefulness, he ceased to be 
among us. He feared much that it might be^ otherwise. 
He dreaded an old age of prolonged infirmity, incapacity, 
and dependence. lie loved the cheerful, sunny side of life, 
and he made life such wherever Ms inSuence was. He 
delighted in the gambols and the natural gracefulness of 
children, and he freshened his own life by drinking at the 
fountain of their pure joys and sympathies. And it is 
touching to think that the deep tenderness of a grandfather's 
attachmeat tp h\» children's children, rent from him one after 
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-another by\leath, help^ to snap the cord o/ his own life, 
and 80 bore him over that dreary period of infirniitj which 
he dreaded, and landed him at once, from a life which ho 
had ever kept fresh and youthful, into the life of eternal 
yo|ith beyond ; for a marked feature of Dr. Brainerd's life 
was his refusal to grow mentally, morally, spcially, and 
theologically old. 

" Fixed on great principles of Scripture ,and Calvin- 
istic divinity. Dr. Brainerd bad no cowardly dread of any- 
thing, simply because it was new. He kept himself fully 
abreast of current opinion in his age. He studied nion-, 
he identified himself heartily with the interests and feelings 
of the generatiea of youth grown up around hiin. They 
found in him one who wonderfully understood andasym- 
pathized with them, and who drew them to him by an un- 
common and a noble Christian magnetism. His name was 
the bond of union to the widely-scatterod congregation of 
Pine Street Church, and nothing can be so powerful as his 
memory to hold them together, now that he has gone. His 
name was a tower of strength to even; enterprise to which 
he gave it, and he gave it with such sagacity that it was 
almost a sure guarantee of success. His own parochial 
life was one long success. A steady average of about 
forty additions, on profession, per annum, marked his pias- 
torate in Pine Street Church. And no numbers* can 
adequately portray the exuberant life and the ceaseless 
activity with which, under God, he has been able to in- 
spire its members. Although it is one of the old 'down- 
town' churches of the city, remote fl-om the new and 
popular districts, its meetings are crowded with promisiyg' 
young people, the most hopeful elements of a congrega- 
tion. There is the utmost freedom, combined with de- 
corum, in taking part in meetings for prayer and confer- 
ence. The crowded Sunday-night meetings, from week to. 
week, present all the better features of a revival prayer- 
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meeting; and the Brainerd Mission Chapel, a large build- 
ing in Green wich'''>8treet, put up by members of bis con- 
gregation, at an expense of twelve thousand dollars, and 
manned by tlie young people of the church, proves the 
munificence and the zeal of ' Old Pine Street.' 

" It was the money, too, of Old Pine Street which re- 
stored, when on the verge of ruin, the German Street 
Church, which paid its debt and completed its house of 
worship, at an expense of fifteen or twcniy thousand dol- 
lars. These are only recent proofs of the beneficent influ- 
ence exerted from this vigorous center. 

" As a man of the people. Or. Drainerd was deeply in- 
terested in all cSbrts to reach the masses with the goH|icl. 
He was an earnest advocate of ' open-air preaching,' and 
himself bad practiced it on many occasions. He was 
associated with Itev. James Patterson in those famous 
out-door efforts which laid the foundation of the church in 
the Northern Liberties. And in later days, in spite of 
increasing bodily infirmities, he contibued the practice. 
He frequently used a butcher's block iu one of the market- 
houses for a pulpit, to which, however, a support had to 
be attached to steady him during the discourse. Nervous 
as he was, the surroundings were of no consequence tc 
him, provided he had opportunity to proclaim the un- 
searchable riches of Christ to his fellow-men. One of his 
latest declarations on the subject of open-air preaching, 
made in a discussion in the Pastors' Association, was to 
the effect that the practice would increase fivefold the 
pulpit efficiency of the brethren if they would engage 
in it ' 

"A notice of Dr. Brainerd would lie unpardonably de- 
fective which omitted to mention his remarkable power as 
an extempore speaker. Educated for the law, ho seemed 
ever to retain the reliidiness of speech so needful to that 
profession. He was greatest as a speaker when called^on. 
, 36 . , ■ 0. 
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often without apparent premeditation, to meet some special 
occasion — to take the place, which, alas t none aa he could 
fill, at the grave-side of departed worth and eminence ; to 
stimulate to some new patriotic effort ; to express the joy 
of the people at the dedication of a hew bouse of worship ; 
or to give direction to their thoughts in great public prayer- 
meetings. There was a freshness, a manliness, a strength 
of common sense, a singular shrewdness and penetration, 
which put the subject in a new and powerful light. En- 
dowed with retentive memory and excellent powers of ob- 
servation, be had a store of capital illustrations, which he 
had wonderful skill in bringing in precisely at the right 
time and place. Over bis speeches there whs a constant 
play of native wit, of good humor, and of winning geni- 
ality, that gave them a peculiar charm. He never seemed 
to be exhausted ; he always bad something new, some- 
thing more appropriate to the special occasion than any- 
thing he bad ever said bifore. He was never coinmot)- 
pluce, yet never far-fetcbcd. Everywhere the people 
welcomed him, everywhere they expected edification and 
stimulus from bis words, and rarely were they disap- 
pointed. At the Jayne's Hall monster prayer-meeting, in 
1858, where thousands met every day for weeks, he was 
one of the few ministers who knew bow to meet and use 
those marvelous and somewhat trying scenes to the high- 
est spiritual profit. A frequent, he wos ever a most wel- 
come speaker at those meetings, and was as calm, as ready, 
and as felicitous in his remarks as in the most familiar 
scenes. There the heart of the multitnde was bared as, 
perhaps, it has never been since, and it was because Dr. 
Brainerd's heart was so large, and so warm, and so thor- 
oughly the people's that be found himself so ready, so 
much at home, so marvelously adapted to the occasion. 

"A man of somewhat similar character and adaptedness, 
who contributed no amsll Share himself to the noonday 
: ■i. . / ' . . 
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•nd other prayer-meetingn ; a man of most tender and d«- 
Toted spirit, toward whom Dr. Brainerd was drawn bv 
nnuBual ties of Christian affection ; like himself, one of 
the oldest pastors of our city churches, has gone to heaven 
but a few weeks before him ; — great, often, in anticipation 
of heaven, was the Joy of meeting in religious services, 
between Dr. Brainerd and Dr. Konnard. Who shall 
attempt to describe the joy with which, after so short a 
separation, they met to renew their joint worship in 
heaven? Who shall draw the lines of their features — 
noble even op earth, but glorified above? Who, rather, 
shall not look forward with longing to join the blcssi'd 
company and enjoy those raptures of which our happiest 
and most elevated scenes of devotion, under tfaeir.leader- 
shlp, were but faint anticipations ? ^^..»„,*. ,.- 

" When almost every old citizen of a great city, and 
almost every member and minister of a large church feels 
stricken and bereaved by a provid^tial event, as they do 
in the death of Dr. Brainerd, ijf seems idle for any one . in- 
dividual to parade his grief aslspecial, or to demand spe- 
cial sympathy for tbie loss as Ins own. Tet we cannot 
refrain from offering a wreath onpermnal homage to the 
memory of one who has been qm warm and fast friend 
almost since we knew him ; wlys has encouraged us in all 
our undertakings by his cheering words and fraternal aetM; 
and who has especially Bto<idPy us in the tryinnjl and re- 
sponsible duties of the editorial oflSce. With those, the 
earlier associationff of his career prepared him to sympa- 
thize, while his native shrewdness and quickness of wit 
and penetration, his unflagging interest in all the great 
movements of the time, and especially his loyalty to the 
interests of Christ's cause and of the denomination, fully 
qualified him as an adviser, and as such ho was a frequent 
and the most welcome visitor in the ofDce of this paper. 
Without any attitude of oticiousness or solemn asaump- 
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tion of superiority, or even anr great amount of 8|>ocillc ~ 
advice, it was rather the magnetic influence of contact with 
a man of such large gynipathiea and such ennobling views, 
such a warm and generous nature, that wcT felt and wel- 
comed as a powerful stimulus, and that we shall most 
sadly miss. We differed at times — occasionally our views 
were wide apart ; but time and a ck>ser interchange almost 
invariably drew us together, and oar intimacy in the edi- 
torial Hanclum was unbroken to the last. 

" We have, therefore, our own tear of regret to shed apart 
from the crowd ; our own tribute to lay upon his tomb ; 
our own memory of individual loss to deplore in his sud- 
den departure." 

DMtt of B«v. Sr. BnOMrd. By tun. Hnry X. lUU, D.D.* 

" The Presbyterian Church in the United States is called 
to mourn the loss of one of its very best men — a wise coun- 
selor, a faithful preacher and pastor — one who was truly a 
roan of God. With surprise and grief we learned on Thurs- 
day last that our honored friend and brother. Rev. Thomas 
Bbaimxu), D.D., of Philadelphia, had ceased (Vom among 
men on earth. Unexpectedly, as always, and suddenly, 
as usuaf) in cases of apoplexy, he ended bis days at Scran- 
ton, Pa., on the night of Tuesday, the 2l8t inst., in the 
s'xty-third year of his age. 

" It is but the other day that we saw it announced that 
bo was to bear a conspicuous part in a literary festival at 
' the Forks of Delaware,' a locality made memorable in the 
annals of missionary enterprise by the arduous and self- 
denying labors of his illustrious kinsman David Brainerd. 
Nut many months ago we congratulated ^o church that 
he had conferred a boon upon it, in gathering up the ex- 
tant memorials of Rev. John Itrainerd, whom David, his 

; ,1 -.::■■• Kjitor of J»« iroi^i* ■ ' .^ 
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brother, loved 'the best of any creature' living,' Md on 
whom he l>e8towed bis niissionarj mantle. 

"And now the blogpraplier of these sainted men is him- 
self numbered with tiicm. He has gone to return no 
more. The chair at the social board and household altar 
is vacant The sacred desk where he ministered so long 
and so faithfully, even at times when he could not stand, 
is draped in sable,. The voice that spoke in such tones of 
sweet persuasion for his Master, is now silent in death. 
All too soon for the favored flock over which he watched 
so long, and which ho fed with a shepherd's care -, and 
which in turn looked up to him with perfect confidence 
and trust; all too soon for the reverend members of th« 
Pastoral Association, with which he had been identified 
from the first, and by which he was regarded with min- 
gled respect and affection, as a true friend and brother ; 
too soon, so in our blindness it seems to us, for the inter- 
ests of learning, morality, philanthropy, and religion, ho 
is taken from the labors of earth to the rest and rewards > 
of heaven. , 

" The deceased was a man of rare faculties, a Christian 
of ripe experience, a minister of peculiar gifts and graces. 
He came of a noble stock. Ho was a Puritan of the Purl- 
tans — a son of an honored mother — a child of Connecticut, 
of which Bancroft has said, ' There is no State in the 
Union, and I know not any in the world, in whose early 
history, if I were |k litizen, I could find more of which to 
be .proud, and less that I should wish to blot' Haddam, 
on the Connecticut River, was the home df the family. . 
They that are curious in genealogy may learn his lineage 
in Farmer, Savage, and Hinnian ; how nearly also he was 
related to the poet, John G. C! Brainerd. They were of 
the same stock, and not unlike in temperament 

"Thomas Brainerd was born June 17th, 1804, the S9th 
anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill. IIo studiod 

,■,..-.:.■ M* . ■■',...',., 
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theology at Andover. At the Bcminary he was recognized 
as a Btadeat of uncommon excellence and promise; a 
young man of positive opinions, carefully formed, and not 
backward when occasion offered to give them expression ; 
yet, a most kind-hearted brother, of great good humor, 
and the life of every circle. All who knew him then wore 
kure that he woald be heard from in after-years. 

" Having finished his theological course at Andover, in 
September, 1831, and received ordination at the hands of 
the Third Presbytery of New York, early in October, he 
proceeded to the West, prompted by an ardent zeal for the 
extension of Christ's kingdon\^ in the frontier States. 
Providence dit^cted him to Cincinnati, then just emerging 
into greatness as the Queen City of the West Here he 
found a promising sphere of missionary service,. in con- 
nection with a growing settlement, called Fulton, a short 
distance from the city up the river, in the immediate 
vicinity of Walnut Hills. It was soon found that ho was 
Just the man to undertake the work of editing the Weekly 
Journal, conducted in the interests of our church in that 
city, of which the present Christian Herald is the lineal 
successor. 

" It was a time of great agitation. The Home Mission- 
ary cause was passing through a serious conflict. The 
newly-founded theological seminary, under the lead of Dr. 
Lyman Beecher, was involved, for a time, in great trouble. 
Dr. Beecher, as the representative of what was called 
'the New School,' was assailed with unrelenting opposi-' 
tion, and no little virulence. Throughout this season, the 
young editor did effective battle for the truth, and made 
his paper a power in the land. His name has ever since 
been cherished among the friends of Lane Semiijary, and 
through all that section of the church, as one of pleasant 
and gratefkil memories. Nowhere will he be more truly 
mourned. ' 
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"^Id 1835 the Rov. Ezra Stiles Ely, D.D., pccupying the 
palpi, formerly Glled by Archibald Alexander, D.D., deter- 
minfjd to identify himself with the Marion College enterpriHO 
in Missouri, and resigned the charge of Pine Street Church, 
Philadelphia, and Braiucrd was culled to 611 the vacancy. 
He accepted and removed to Philadelphia. It was a period 
of great perplexity, calling for firmness, decisipn, wisdom, 
and strength of character in the ministry. The very air 
was full of discord and strife. Having had some experi- 
ence of ecclesiastical warfare in his Western home, Brainerd 
was fully prepared to appreciate the situation, and at once 
identi6ed himself with the proscribed brethren, and stood 
manfully by them through the whole eventful struggle that 
culminated in the excision and separation of the years 1 837 
and M38. He proved himself a valiant defender of the 
Constitution of the church, and succeeded in carrying his 
congregation with him. It pleased God to spare him to 
see that portion of the church with which he had so fully 
identified himself consolidated and increasing in numbers, 
and^in all other essential elements of church-life, until it 
commanded the respect not only of all other denominations, 
but even of the Old School brethren themselves. At the 
meeting of the General Assembly of our church, at Dayton, 
Ohio, iu May, 1864, he was chosen Moderator, and pre- 
sided with admirable tact and dignity. The Assembly that 
met at St. Louis, last May, appointed hiui with the utmost 
cordiality. Chairman of their Committee of Conference on 
the lleunion of the two branches of the church, a posi- 
tion that he had fairly earned by his^life-long devotion to 
the interests of the deuominatiou. 

"The history of his ministry in Philadelphia can best be 

. told by our brethren there, and doubtless will be. In brief, 

we will suy, that during the thirty years of his pastorale, 

he not only endeared himself greatly to his people, and 

succeeded in holding them together, though a duwu-tuwit 



424 LIFK OF RBV. THOMAS BB-UlfERD, DP. 

church, but he made himself widely felt^in e^rery part 
of the city, in hia advocacy of meaeares for the i^neral 
good. His influeQce was second to nope in the ministry 
of Philadelphia. 

" When the war of, the rebellion wan precipitated upon 
the country, bis Bunlter Hill spirit was kindled within 
him. With untiring energy, and leal, and patriotism, he 
gave himself to bis country's cause, and especially to the 
welfare of the brave men that fought the battles of free- 
dom. 

" Excellent as our brother \^as in the pulpit, he was even 
more so on the platform. In consequence of a serious nervous 
affection, from which for many years he suffered greatly, 
it was not always easy for him to command himself suflS- 
ciently to engage in earnest debate. But when he did, it was 
greatly to the delight of his brethren. His ardent teraiper- 
ament, his genial humor, his quick perception, his keen 
wit, his aptness of illustration, his sharp logic, his com- 
pactness of argument, and his ready utterance, combined 
to secure the fixed attention of his audience, and in most 
cases to carry their convictions. 

"But we for^Mar. More competent hands will do him 
better ju8tie^y40f the circumstances of bis decease we only 
know, i\j0/fill^\9S tX the house of bis beloved daughter, 
Mrs. Henry M. Boies, fVom whom it bad pleased Ood to 
take to himself, on the 10th and 1 3th instant, her only two 
children, of fifteen months and three and a half years, the 
latter but eight days before its grandfather. Possibly it 
was this that was made the immediate occasion of j^ur 
brother's death. 

" Ood moTM Id ■ mytterioai maj, 
Hii wond«n lu porfuru." < , 
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BaaUlaoMaM tf Dr. InUcri. ly Bar. 1. W. HitUr, B J>. 

■!•%. 

[From the Lvtrkiun Obskrvkb.] '."''' 

"Among the roost noted PhiliAlclpliia clerjrjnien, the last 
twenty-five years, waa Dr. Thomas Bbainbbs, of the 
Pine Street (N. S.) Presbyterian Church. Tliere are few 
)ieople in this city to whom ho was not known, and by all 
was he admired nnd esteemed as a gifted and eloquent 
preacher, a laborious and tielf-denying pastor, a sincere 
and steadfast friend, a true and devoted patriot, a genial, 
kind-hearted, public<spirited Christian gentleman. Than he, 
tlie Presbyterian Cliureh never had a warmer or mom. 
eflieient friend, and yet his denominational attachment 
happily never dwarfed him into a bigot, nor circumscribed 
bis synipathics within the domain of a selfish and little- 
minded sectarianism. Christians of all denominations 
loved him, for he fVaternized with all, loving his own 
church none the less. Of the great Union Prayer- 
meetings, bold at Jayne's Hall, and other localities, of 
blessed memory, his was long an accredited master-miud. 
Often, Ivlien addressing these popular Christian assonn 
blies, as he alone could address them, did his face shine, 
like that of Moses after bis des{>eDt fVom the Mount, with 
the reflected glory of God, and yet ' he himself wist not 
that it shone,' for he was as humble as he was great, and 
only great because bo was bumble. We have never 
known a wiser man — one whose speech was habitually 
so characterized by soundest judgment, safest counsel, and 
sweetest temper. Both in bis method of thdught and ex- 
pression be was singularly original, evolviug f^om his 
well-stored mind new aud striking ideas, when others 
thought they had exhausted the subject. His originality, 
too, was never feigned, but always natural as the blowing 
of the wind or the sports off^ little child. For more than 
twenty years was it our privilege to share the doctor's 
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personal intimacy, and never did we prize human friend- 
ship more, or more deeply mourn its severance by the 
hand of Death. We have many of the doctor's quainl- 
nenaea stored away iu memory. From them we cull at 
random the following : 

" His Vibw or Prkachino..— Oq a Saturday afternoon 
there came to his residence a young Presbyterian minister, 
a graduate of Princeton, who had only recently been re- 
ceived into the sacred office. Of course, the doctor in- 
vited him to occupy bis pulpit the next day, to which he 
readily assented. 'And now, doctor,' asked the young 
divine, ' on what subject do you desire ine to preach f ' 
This was the doctor's reply : J It is not my habit, when 
apother fills my pulpit, to prescribe to him how or what 
be shall preach. But, as you have made the request, I 
will toll you what I wish you to say. I wish you, to- 
morrow morning, to'tell my people that by nature they are 
all sinners, alienated from the life and love of God ; that 
they all need daily to exercise repentance toward Qod and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; that they all need the re- 
newing and sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost. Exhort 
the brethren to be steadfast in the profession they baVe 
made. Entreat the impenitent and unconverted to awake 
out of their sleep, and flee for safety to Christ, before it be 
forever too late. And if you are in need oC a text, take 
the words of Obrist to Nicodemus : Except a man be bora 
again of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.' ' But,' replied the young minister, 
exhibiting signs of embarrassment, ' I am sorry to say, 
doctor, I have no sermon on that subject.' ' Then,' con- 
cluded the doctor, ' I recommend to you, forthwith, to pre- 
pare one.' The young minister came to the Pine Street 
Church next morning, discoursed ably and earnestly on 
that very text, and on those identical themes, producing a 
profound impression, and ever after thanked the doctor for 
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having, in hia own plciiBant and effective way, furni8bod 
the key-note to bis entire subsequent successru! ministry, 
llow true the declaration of Solomon : 'A word fitly spoken 
ia like apples of gold in ^ctures of silver.' 

" His P&actical Renkvolenoe. — During the war, on 
% Sunday morning, tbi;re came to the Pine Street Church, 
occupying one of the front pi-ws, a soldier, who before 
Charleston had lost both hiit arm». The doctor had pre- 
viously made his acquaintance at the Volunteer Refresh- 
ment Saloon, and taken a deep interest in his history. 
Without preconcert and quite unexpectedly to the armless 
soldier, at the close of his sermon, tlie doctor called at- 
tention to bim ; quoted the words of St. James, ' He that 
knoweth to do good and doetb it not, to bim it is sin;' 
and the words of Paul, ' As we have, therefore, oppor- 
funily, let us do good unto all men.' Uci nqucstcd hi- 
friend, M^jor R., in whose pew the armless soldier wns 
sitting, to conduct bim. through the middle aisle to the 
vestibule, and aeked a few of the elders to occupy places 
at the flropt doors, aii4 receive donations for him, using 
their bats as the placed of, deposit In this impromptu 
way over one hundred dollars were received, suiBcient to 
enable the brave ' Boy in Blue' to begin a newspaper-stand, 
hire an assistant, and maintain himself comfortably. , 

"His PATBioTlt>M. — On a Thanksgiving Day, during*''^ 
the war, at the close of a delightful discourse, combining' 
fervent piety with purest patriotism, the doctor remarked, 
'Before 1 dismiss (bo audience, I have a request to make '' 
of the choir, which is, that they will sing tlie Slav- 
apangled Banner, and if there be any one in the audi- 
ence to whom it ia an offense, be is at liberty now lo 
rMire.' The grand national anthem was performed by 
the organist and choir with thrilling effect, the entire audi- 
ence remaining, and rising to their feet. Let it not lie 
supposed that a solitary wurabiper went away offended, ) 
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for the doctor had a wny of Raying and doing things 
that nobodj else baa, and doing them with entire im- 
punity." 

A Trilrat* to Dr. Bralaard. 

■ . [From tho Cincinnati Herald.] 9 , .•' 

"A few weeks i(gn, while visiting in Cincinnati, I re- 
ceived a letter from a friend in Philadelphia, which in- 
closed a withered leaf which had been plucked fVom Dr.^ 
Brainerd's newly-made grave. Since then it has been my 
mournful privilege to visit this hallowed spot, and, as 
there are not a few readers of the Herald who will also 
prize a memento from this grav«, I intrust to them a < 
simple memorial. 

" The brief newspsper telegrams which tinnounccd the 
death of Dr. Brainerd, from apoplexy, in Scranton, Pa., 
August 22d; could give no particulars to distant friends of 
the manner of his departure. It was a translation rather 
than a death. He retired at 9 o'clock p.m. in usual health, 
and shortly after slept ; at one o'clock a.m., as we com- 
pile time, he awoke in heaven, having known neither 
struggle nor pain in the awakening. Within three min- 
utes from the time his loud breathing aroused his wife,, 
medical aid was at hand, but in vain ; tho pulse was gone, 
and his children, who hastened tdlhis chamber to minister, 
found themselves standing beside his inanimate cjay. Tho 
cheek rested upon his hand, which pressed the pillow in 
the easy pqsiure of slumber ; but it was the slumber of 
death. 

"At nine o'clock the same morning his family set out for 
Philadelphia with the remains. They were attended flrom 
his daughter's residence to the depot by the clergymen of 
Scranton, of whatever denomination^ and bj' the leading 
citiieDB of the town, who came spontaneously in a body, 
to proffer this Hnal tribute to the colHued dead. 
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"The following Satnrday afternoon (Augoot 2.'ith) the 
funeral took place in ' Old Pine Street Church,' the scene 
of Dr. Brainerd's pastorate of thirty years. It is said 
that, except the obsequies of Lincoln, so large a funeral 
was never known in Philadelphia. Between six and seven 
o'clock, amid the tears of the multitude, the body was 
committed to a grave which had been prepared for it ia 
the church-yard, close to the eastern wall of the venerable 
sanctuary. It was in a small lot inclosed by an iron rail- 
ing, where already slept ' May, the pastor's daughter,' 
and a son, who also died in childhood. The white tomb- 
stones which have been accumulating in this somewhat 
spacious chuMh-yard for more than a century crowd each 
other closely; suggesting the thought' that in the ' church 
triumphant' Pine Street Church far outnumbers the throng 
of communicants which now people her pews. Dr. Bn^- 
,nerd chose well his resting-place— where his people might 
visit it, where the voices of children in the Sunday-school 
might float above it, and sounds of the sanctuary in prayer, 
in sermon, and in song, might hallow it until the resurrec- 
tion morn. 

" When I visited this grave, it had been closed six 
weeks. It was covered with ftesh flowers then, and had 
Iteen kept so, I was credibly informed, ever since the 
Mineral. Each Sabbath morning a fresh wreath of exqui- 
site beauty had been laid upon it, and bouquets such as 
only the resources of the wealthy could command. But it 
was tributes of another sort which kept up the ft^shncss 
through the week ; these were oiferings from hia numberless 
friends among the poor, who would slip quietly in as they* 
passed about their week-day work, and. lay their single 
flowers, bedewed with tears, upon the sod. 
' " His congregation constitute a great bereaved' family. 
The church and the Sunday-school rooms are still heavily 
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drapedj snd in every eerVice there is mention of the de- 
parted. 

" They have found much consolation in the remembrance 
of Dr. Brainerd's last sermon Ih his own pulpit. This was 
on Sabbath, July 8th, and was preached in anticipation of 
his leaving, during the wecl(, for his summer vacation. 
The text was Luke, xxiv. 29^ 'Abide with us ; for it is 
toward evening, and the dn^us far' spent.' Ho remarked 
that he loft them each year ^)th increasing pensiveness; 
soon the last parting must di^ie, for with him the day of 
life drew on toward' its evening; but ho said there was a 
Friend who could abide jvith them, although he might 
leave them; and unto the keeping of that divine Friend 
he committed them. 

"A fortnight ago, tlie Sunday-schiwl of the chnrch, to- 
gether with the two miBsion;6ch0ol8 under their charge, 
held their anniversary. Seven hundred children excluded 
oil spectators from the lower part of the audience room, 
and their demeanor as, sincere n^ourners was marked. 

" T{|e boys from the mission^chools all knew and loved 
Dr. Brhtnerd from personal contact, an(j[ they distinguished 
themselves by unparalleled good behavior ii^ this house of 
mourning. For a period extending over the entire life of 
the principal superintendent and/of most of the teachers. 
Dr. B. had oddressed them upon each anniversary occasion. 
For the first time he was absent, and there seennTd a'great 
vpid in the services, which tears aluue could in any degree 
fill. 

" The climat of these commemorative services was 
reached last Sabbath afternoon, wh^n the house; with its 
spacious galleries, was densely crowded to hear Rev. ^r. 
Karnes's memorial sermon. This d|jgcoursd' was preaohed 
by appointment nf. the Presbytery of Philadelphia. The 
text was Daniel, xii., first and second verses. 

" Words fall to adequately convey an idea of the sermon 
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and the, scene. The old walls wbich for thirty years had 
given back the faithful pastAr's wcll-remcmbered voice^ 
now resounded with the earnest, tremulous tones of his 
dearest ministerial friend in sentmiccs of discriminating 
eulogy, and at length, in the agonized expression of his 
own sense of personal bereavement. He had come to 
weep with those who wept, and surely sympathy with the 
living and alTcction for the dead were never more grace- 
fully Mended than in this eloquent tribute of Albert Barnes 
to the memory of his quarter-ccutory co-worker, Thomas 
Brainerd. 
"Dr. Brainerd will long be remembered as preacher, 
' patriot, and author, but longer, still as pasior. He consti- 
tuted the model pastor of our day.' In his genial presence 

^ there was ever light and life for the people of his flock. ( 
Ho baptized the cliUdren, and, as they grew up, he watched 
over them in the sanctuary and in the street, prayed with 
and for them, and in due time was permitted to receive 
numbers of them into the church of Christ. As soon as 

. qualified, he appointed each to his or her place in the 
working corps of ' Old Pino Street CliurBh,' and kept each 
in place by his untiriiig vigilance; thus it came to pass 
that, although the fathers bad fallen asleep, and leading 
' families wore constantly removing up town, this old far 
'down town ' church at the time of his death was one of 
the roost efficient of our denoAiination in Philadelphia. 

" Cincinnati's interest in this noble Christian life finds its 
origin in these siime pastoral qualifications, which in their 
incipiency bore fair faults in the old Fourth Church, which 
still stands on the hill-side in the suburb of Fulton. This 
church was feeble and popr — the congregation a mere 
handful— and Dr. Brainerd was with them but two years. 
Yet there are to-day, on the bank& of tjio Ohio and else- 
where, scores of men and women who are among the most '., ' 
faithful workers in the Master's vineyard, who date their, ^'> ' 
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inspiration to the Fourth Cbnrcb of Cincinnati ffiffntR 
youtliful' pastor. Upon some of tlicse lie only laid iilR 
band in the Vite of infant baptism, but through that sanc- 
tjfted 'power of , the individual ' which so characterized the 
man.'liig influence ever followed these baptized children, 
and was largely instruuicntal in leading them to Christ. 

"He never forgot tbem. When be visited Cincinnati 
the churches of tbe city rarely linew of bis presence, but 
he called upon each member of the old families within 
reach, and never omitted to stand upon tiio steps of^is 
'first church,' and when access was possible, entered his 
old pulpit for a few moments, the better to recall the past. 

"This love for Cincinnati did not wane in his latest 
years. Over the vicissitudes of Christ's 'kingdom there 
his tears often fell, for through the Herald ai^ otherwise 
be kepi himself in close Sympathy with its life. Cincinnati 
friends were welcomed to bis fireside, and if of the Fourth 
Church, he would sometimes get out a little old note-book 
belonging to the early time, for the purpose of talking over 
and inquiring after the people of long ago. Many of these 
people upon whom he bestowed remembrance, wore, when 
he knew them, laborers in the rolling inills and ship-yards 
of Fulton, poor women who toiled by the day to support 
tbeir families, or young boys who worked for their scanty 
bread. 

"This Christ-like trait of preaching the gospel to the poor 
was characteristic (alth9Ugh above raost.Christian minis- 
ters, it had been his privilege to bless and to mould tbe 
rich), and was as beautifully revealed in his last work as it 
had lieen in the first. Puring his month in Scranton his 
most enjoyed recreation was to go at noon-time and sit 
with the miners ^vhen they came oat from the pits to eat 
their lunch. Qoing among them, he would inquire in his 
pleasant way, whether there was not room on their plank 
for another man to ait.* They would crowd together and 
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make room for him— and aitting amonfi; them he would 
talk, while they ate, of their homes across the ocean, of 
> their families, their personal habits, and doubtless of the 
better country, they, the while, not knowing who he was. 
Leaving them when the signal for return to work was 
sounded, they would- call aft^r him familiarly, expressing 
in their rud<) speech the honest wish that ho t^ould' come 
again.. 

" From this humble service among the miners Dr. Brai- 
Dcrd, the beloved, passed to his rest and reward 

.' "R.L. B." 

Dr. ^raincrd. By K*v. Jamw J. Xwki, D.D. 

" Earth is poorer and heaven is richer, for one of the 
best and noblest of men is gone from us and is with Qod. 
This morning, as my eye glanced over'*the dispiitclies in 
one of our morning papers, it fell on the lines, ' Dr. 
Thomas Brainerd, pastor of the Pine Street Church in 
Philadel\>hia, is dead.' The paper dropped from my 
hands, and the words burst from my heart, ' Oh, what a 
loss I what a light has gone out !' What a genial, brpad- 
minded, catholic-spirited man has gone from among us. 
I had known Dr. Brainerd by reputation and his writings 
foi^ears — indeed, since ipt ; and occasionally I had met 
bim in the General Assembly, but I had no intimate |)cr- 
Bonal acquaintance until 1863, when our nation's struggle 
brought me to his house. From this time our relations 
were of the most friendly and intimate character. My 
relation to the army and various charitable associations 
connected with the service, brought me frequently to Phil- 
adelphia, and in his faUuy I made my home ; and evory 
hour I spent with him ended with but one regret — that I 
had not itnoww him sooner. 1 have gone with hwyto the 
social and religious assemblies of the church, into the alleys 
and remote streets of Philadelphia, where we addrcsded un 
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the gidewalkd, in Bchool-houees, ftnd in churclies, smnll 
groaps and large congregations of colored people, urging 
them to avail tbcmselvca of the hour^r their race and •. 
their coyntry. I have been with him on many vidits to the 
hospitals, where we ehdeavored to pour balm into the ' 
wounds of our broken heroes. I have stood by his 'side/ 'i 
in many gatherings of loyal men ; and, in the darkest ' 
days of despair and gloom, he spoke such words of cheer, 
of faith in (i(od and the right, of courage, as rarely fall 
from human nps, and sent forth thousands with brighter 
eyes and spirits nerved for every sacrifice. In these years 
of our great nation's travail and agony, the pastor of the 
Pine Street Church was the leader of that uoble host of 
luysi men and women whose munificent charities and sac- 
rifices for the army and country have won for Philadelphia 
th^ gratitude of millions. Were the soldieri from other 
States, hastening to the field ofbattle, to be met, warmed, 
and cheered, Dr. Brainerd was your voice and hand. The 
profound admiration that glowed in his words and face for 
those who were willing to shed their blood and lay dowa 
their lives for their country, the benedictions of his re. 
ligion, the reverence felt by hiiii for the poorest and 
huuil)le8t man that followed the flag of his country, gave ' 
dignity in the eyes of* the soldier to his mission, and sent 
^im forth a more cheerful and courageous man.* Were ' 
the wounded to be received and borne to the hospitals, ^ 
Dr. Brainerd was foremost amopg yon, whq, with bless- 
ings and tears, prayers and sympathies, softened tlie 
couches and relieved the anguish of the sufferers. Was 
thOTe an hour when all hearts stood still in fear, when a 
mighty, crushing storm bewildered us all, tl^re was one 
among you who knew no fear, and whose head rose far 
_-, . i^ , ■ 

* It wu hli Mitom to t«ka off hit bat to «Tor; lojkl loldier he mot, 
daring tho war. 
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ftbove the darkness of the tempest. Was there an hour of 
great deliverance, when th^ power of the enemies of the 
country was broken forerer, and strong men wept in earh 
other's arms, and all rushed, as bj a common impulse, 
before the sacred shrine of American liberty, again, by 
one consent. Dr. Brainerd expressed, in seer-like words, 
your gratitude to God. In these scenes, I would one hour 
most admire Dr. Brainerd's self-forgetful ness, his indiffer- 
ence to fatigue; at another, I would most admire his 
eloquence, Y\\a sympathy with man, and magnanimous 
generosity. Another day I was most impressed with his 
far-seeing wisdom and tact, bis knowledge of men, and 
power of silencing opposition and stimulating to enthu- 
siasm the lukewarm and the wavering. 

" In those years there was a marvelous growth in the 
•ffeptions and spiritual being of Dr. Brainerd; his trials 
and sorrows, exertions and struggles, dcei)ened his sym- 
pathies with human nature, and made him love more 
earnestly all true and good men. And whatever, like 
broken^ shreds, had remained of huqiaa weaknesses, such 
as ambition, self-EJ^king, the love of ease, the fear of man, 
repugnancy to thii!ef^ of different opinions and feitb, were 
all thrown off as unworthy of the man. 

" Long before his departure fW>m us the angels were 
weaving above him bis robes of light 

"Such a man ennobled our nature and increased our 
gratitude to the gospel, which gives us the assurance ).liat 
we shall meet hima^in, and know bim and love him for- 
ever. .. . ,; "-• fcin.'- ;■'■•■■' - ■:■ • 

" Probably, there is reason for gratitude to Ood that in 
the fullness of his usefulness, if not of his strength, he de- 
parted from us. It is best that such a man should i^t 
gradually retire fh)m the thoughts and walks of those who 
have revered and loved him. We will pray more earnestly 
fur his roantl^, because we saw it hangiug fully and grace- 
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fully on the ghonldera of one not creeping into ailence, but 
in the full. glory of his ministrj." 

n.' ■ ' ■ ■ r 

^^ ■ - ■ ■ " 

l^:,;.- The Prenbyfenfan of Philadelphia, says : 

" Dr. Brainerd had a character of no common force. lo 
the pulpit and lecture-room be was an earnest, in^ilructivo, 
aiid practical preacher ; and as » Presbyterian counselor, 
he was always a ready and fluent speaker, as well as an. 
active and influential participator in church entfrprisen and 
general works of benevolence. During the rbcent war ho 
was a'&rm'and uncompromising supporter of the govern- 
ment, and his voice oftea cheered our troops as they passed 
through the city to the seat of war. He was a patriot 
without disguise, and to no heart did the ultimate success 
of our causi bring a livelier thrill of pleasure. In private 
" intercourse his manner was kind and genial, and to the/ 
Philadelphia public he was well known for bis zeal in a 
sgood cause, and the ready devotion of his best influence. 
Now a chasm has been caused by his departure, which it 
will not be easy to fill. So it is, humanly speaking ; but 
when one of God's servants has fulfilled his appointed 
time, served his generation, and passed away, God has 
inexhaustible resources from which to fill up the broken 
ranks." 



Br. Braiatrl'i Death and FininU. 

.';,.- [From the BriKOPALiAi.] 

" In the full notice of the funeral of Dr. Brainerd, which 
this paper contaioa, it was pleasant to find a mention of 
the circumstance that the bell of St Peter's Church, in the 
immediate neighborhood of Dr. B.'s church and home, 
tolled during the solemnity. It was a fitting token of re- 
spect to a highly respected and distinguished minister of 
the gospel, which compromised no principle of our own 
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cbnrch, and was calculated to win for it the egtectn of those 
who follow not us. 

" In the Hat of clergy present from other dcnoininatlona 
and other cities, none of our own appears ; but this is 
owing to the fact that many of our most prominent min- 
isters were then absent, who would have been glad to 
testify their appreciation of his character and services, and 
thus to reciprocate the courtesies which Dr. B. and his 
brethren have been careful to extend to us, when the lights 
of our own church have been extinguished by death. 

" The main feature of the funeral service,<a8 recorded 
in this notice, was the nddress of Rev. All)ert Barnes, 
who was, in fact, th^ chief mourner also, after J)r. B.'s 
own family and flock. This address is described as a very 
touching one, the lament of a David over his beloved Jon- 
athan, and it is no smalt distinction that Mr. Barnes was 
able to say of the deceased, that ho had ' many other val- 
uable friends, wise and greatly beloved, but none like Dr. 
Braincrd^,' 

* * ' ik'" * ' « « • ' • . * 

" Besides his pastoral labors, Dr. Braiiierd deserves to 
be remembered with special gratitude by all who rejoice 
in the deliverance of our country from civil war. Valua- 
ble to others and grateful to himself were his efforts in 
Itehalf of the sick and wounded, the weary and friendless, 
among the soldiers in our refireshmeiit saloons and hos- 
pitals. The writer has heard him relate affecting incidents, 
showing the appreciation of his kindness and activities by 
returned or recovered soldiers whom he afterward met in 
bis trav^s in other States and cities ; and heard him at 
the same time lament that he could not go through the 
trying scenes connected with such services, without a de- 
gree of fatigue and exiiauation which surprised him. 
Doubtless the excitement which he then passed through, 
helped to undermine his strength. - ' 

• * • » • ^ ♦"«■'•■ ■■ ■■;« ■ 
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( "He sleeps beside the old charch where he ministered 
80 long, and in the midst of the heroic dead of his flocic, 
whose monument he helped to rear with tei^rful pride a 
few weeks dnly before he was himself Joined to their hon- 
ored company. 

" Let us rejoice to lietieve, that the country will not 
need any more such efforts of sympathy as he was obliged 
to put forth, and that bo has gone to that better world 
where neither national strife nor domestic bereavement 
will ever again distress or injure him. " S." 

B7 Bev. T. X. BMohtr. ' . 

" Dr. Thomas Brainurd, for thirty years pastor of Pine 
Street Presbyterian Ghurcji in Philadelphia, ceasi^d from 
his labor antf entered into "his rest on the a2d of August 
lost 

" One of the earliest admirations of our boyhood, the very 
first comforter of our manhood, the hospitable host of our 
first Philadelphia home, our pastor in the first days of in- 
telligent Christian hope, the promoter of our earliest Chris- 
tian labor, our constant and well-beloved friend up to the 
day of his release, was Dr. Brainerd. 

"Though sixty years old when we saw him last, he 
seemed to us a brother in close and sympathetic love. 
Trundling through the streets on the crowded city cars, 
we talked of slavery, of war, of Roman Catholics, of 
schools, of old time controversies, and so gentle was his 
ripe discourse that we thought of Jesus Christ, bi» master, 
and gave thanks. 

' "He was a Presbyterian, and pastor of a very old and 
influential church of that name, in Philadelphia — the home 
and center of that denomination. All the honors and dis- 
tinctions which that church can bestow, be long since had 
most worthily received, honoring them by acceptance. A 
trusted ecclesiastical counselor, chairman of mauy rcspou* 
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sihie chorch comraltteeB, and of nMessitj toacbed by all tbo 
rontroveraiea of the past thirty-6 ve erentfal years, be ncvep 
theleM so boro himself that no man felt that he waB a Pres- 
byterian, so stronger was his influence as a Christian. We 
loved him, and we love his church for his sake, and have 
new love for Jesus Cbcist^ and his doctrine, because ho 
has power to change a man into such a Gbriatian. 

" Wo were once a boy, and remember how happy wo 
were when ' Brainerd ' (as father fondly called bini) would 
come in and tell stories of his mission work in Fulton, • 
suburb of Cincinnati. We remember him in the Sundny- 
Hcfaool, always welcome. We remenilK-r him, when as a 
child we stood by an open grave to seu a mother buried, 
»nd Were, after a childish sort, conifucted because mother 
was lying so near to Mrs. Brainerd. And hcr6 the curtain 
falls, to rife again twelve years after, and show us onr 
piistor — who greeted us as a Christian, because we loved 
and trusted JeDUs Christ — even though we were ignorant 
and. unsettled as to all received orthodox doctrine. 

" His boys and girls romped with ua, and now tbey 
are men and women. But he did not change. Years and 
separation wrought no wavering in his love. The whirl- 
wind of war did not Uind his .eyes, nor extirpate his 
charity. His great church loved 'him and followed him. 
His youQg men became middle aged ami" still reverenced 
him. Ifis children made homes of their own, but hia 
house was still the home. Infirmity came upon biro and 
critical peril of life, yet he got in his pulpit and discoursed 
of Jesus Christ 

" Dear ftriends, who read those words, you did not know 
Dr. Brainerd. Perbips you wonder that I thus write of 
one to yon a stranger. I cannot write of aught else, for. 
my 'exchanges' all remind me of him, and I cannot write 
till I have freed my heart of tbo delicious paiu— K>f Chris- 
tiao sorrow.. ■"■•\,-.,., '''■.'■ r:\)i:-:,y'^-:- : ,.'%-^'-r]:\.. ■ 
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" He fought the good fight, he finished his coarse, he kept 
his faith. We will be followers of him as was he of Christ." 

The family o^ Rev. Dr. Kennard sent to the American 
Pteabyterian for republication, the report of Dr. Brainerd's 
remarks at the funeral of Dr. Kennard, on the 28th of June, 
1866, as " singularly applicable to himself;" making the 
oOering with considerate kindness to Dr. Brainerd's family, 
as the expression of tljueir Christian sympathy. 

When the Anniv«i-sary Sermon before the " Bralnerd 
Society ". of Lafay^te College was published for the next 
year, 1867, President Cattell himself prepared an "Ap- 
pendix," occupying eight pages, 'containing an epitome 
of Dr. Brainerd's public life, and a summary of the preced- 
ing testimonials. He said, "The admonitions giveir by 
Dr. Brainerd only one year ago firom th« same pulpit, now 
seemed invested with the solemnity of a voice firom the 
grave. Dr. Brainerd's sermoffwae listened to with delight 
and profit by an eager and attentive audience; but none 
thought that the occasion would ever after be recalled by 
them with a yet deeper interest, from its being the Uiai 
meavage this houoied servant of Christ would deliver from 
the pulpit." , ^ ; ,-;■: v 

LMtw fIrMB >•▼. liptiBU TuOa, 9.S., a WiiMft— . 
" During the exercises connected with the recent com* 
mencement at Lafayette College, I sat with Dr. Brai- 
nerd in the pulpit of the Brainerd Church at Easton, and 
after listening to an admirable discourse, probably his 
last, addressed to the young men of the Brainerd Society, 
on the appropriate text, ' Let no man despise thy youth,' 
1 was requested by President Cattell to offer the conclud- 
ipg prayer of the service. I was thus brought into close 
proximity with Dr. Brainerd, and was charmed with the 
delightful spirit which be displayed toward me at the 
felose of the service, in the interchange of Christian civili- 
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ties, tboDgh not wearing an ecclesiartical roue of precisely 
the saiue color, yet both aiming to bring about the blending 
into one of lho»e rosea whoso united fragrance, I doubt not, 
will fill the Church militant and the Church triumphant 
with jpy and gladness. May we not reasonably suppooo 
that, aa he looks down fi-om the portals of light and lovo 
upon the discordant elements which still exist in the 
church bought with the Sarionr's blood, he is disposed 
to chide our hesitancy and tardiness in bringing about this 
delightful consummation f I confess, roy dear brother, 
that the nearer l approach to the termination of my earthly 
probation, now not flar dislyit, the more my soni pants to 
witness the reunion (to change my illustration to one, per- 
haps, more appropriate) of these bleeding members of the 
Redeemer's mutilated body ; and when that shall hare been 
accomplisbed, I trust that, through abounding mercy to 
the chief of sinners, I paay at least be ready, if not willing 
. or anxious to say, with good old Simeon, with the Bope of 
Salvation, not only in bis trembling arms, but in his joyful 
heart, ' Now, Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.' I believe 
there are scores and thousands of Simeom^nd Annas 
throughout the bounds of both branches of oth^beloved 
Zion who are looking forward to such an event with emo- 
tions too deep for utterance. , 

"'How long, dwT Bkrionr, 0, ^ow long 
' ' ; Shall tbkt bright hovr delay; 

■ . Tlyiwiftljr round, ^ewhMla of time,: ,....■.._„;,...!. ^ 
And bring the welooae day,' -, 

•'Bbpthmk 13th, 1806." 
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IitrMt af I«tt«r from B«t. OMTf* DmflltM, of OalMMry, ni., 
, Sept llth, 1M6. 

".Dr. Brainerd is gone, a friand from whom I parted 
more unwillingly and with a greater sense of sacriSce than 
any other ministerial friend in Philadelphia. One of ilia 
peculiarities, yeu remember, was to cultivate the society 
of younger brethren in the ministry; and bow much we 
enjoyed such intercourse in the Union Prayer-meetings, 
the Monday morning meeting, at Presbytery and Synod, 
I need not say. Never shall I forget a day that I once 
spent with him (after the meeting of Synod at Williams- 
port) in a trip along the West Branch of the Susquehanna. 
The mountain and river scenery seemed to make him 
almost wild with delight; and as from time to time be 
sketched so vividly tite leading incidents of his life, an4 
especially the manner in which he was weaned from the 
law and led into the ministry, it was rare enjoyment indeed. 
But the place, of all others, in which lie seemed to be' the 
rtiost at home, was in the editor's room, and anything of 
importance that escaped his notice in the exchanges, waa 
a marked exception to the {^neral rule. The last time I 
saw him was on his old horse in Cfiestnut Street; and that . 
little ci^rbstone conversation, short as it was, showed as 
much of the fire of 1176 as ever. His record, also, as one 
of the fathers of 1837, will prove a most instructive one, 
and sincerely do we hope that the falling mantle will not 
be lost in the wilderness. As there are engineers in the 
army, and statesmen in the nation, so there are engineers 
and statesmen in the chur^, and in that number Dr. 
Brainerd ranks primun inter parea." 

A correspondent of the Boston Recorder says : 

" The writer attended service at Dr. Brainerd's church 
some months ago, and while waiting in the porch for the 
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Bezton, the doctor entered. SteppiDg up, he int|uire<l if be 
wu a stranger, his name, and what church he usuall j at- 
tended, and then turning to a gentleman, who with his 
familj was entering the church, said, ' Here, Brother 

, please give this stranger a seat in your pew this 

morning.' This rare act of ccartesy from a pastor was 
liot unusual with him. And it was his custom after 
service, to speak to strangers whom he had noticed in the 
congregation." 

S«alaltMaM of tk« Ut« X«T. Dr. Braiatrd. 

" Several jears since a joung man came from a distant 
city to Philadelphia, an entire stranger, having not one 
acquaintance in all the multitude of its vast population. 
He had only a few letters of introductioif and a newrborn 
Christian's ardent faith in Ood, to enable him to find the 
business success he came to seek. One of these letters 
introduced him to the pastor of Pine Street Church, the 
late Dr. Brainerd, and was given, as the writer told the 
bearer, because Dr. B. took an especial interest in young 
men. Soon after his arrival he called upon Dr. B., and 
met him. at the door of his home, as he was leaving to 
. fulfill a public engagement. He was cordially invited to 
call in the evening, and did so ; was most kindly received, 
and made a frank avowal of his plans and hopes. Dr. 
Brainerd listened with much interest, and advised the 
young man to leave the Girard House, where he was stop- 
ping, for a less expensive boarding-place; and that very 
evening went out among his people, secured a very pleas- 
ant home, and introduced him to it. As he left him. Dr. 
B. invited him to take tea with him the next evening, and 
to attend his church prayer-meeting, both of which. invita- 
tions wera accepted. During the eveningjneeting, most 
unexpectedly to his young friend, Dr. B. stated that he 
had lately received a letter firom an old acquaintance, con- 
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fldin^ to hifl o«re a yoang man, an entire ntranf^, who 
had come to the city to enter upon a business life, and 
after a few kind reroarlta, called upon the young inan to 

'give some account of the religious interest in the place . 
ttom which he had just come. At the dose of thtf'prayer- 
meeting Dr. El requested the young men present to re* 
main, and the stranger was introduced to them. This 
kind and eminently Ghristiaa reception seemed to open 
wide the doors of the City of Brotherly Lore to the young 
man, and he felt that God had indeed heard tl)p prayers at 
the altar of home, that the son might be befrieq^ed when 
away from its shelter ; and a course of Christian activity 
and enjoyment was entered which proved rich with price- 
lus's blessings. In many ways these Christian courte^es 
were repeated, add this pastor proved a far niorv valuable 
friend than all the others to whom' the young man brought 
letters of introduction. . . ' 

" While under Dr. B.'s pastoral care, he decided to study 
for the ministry, and has been for some years a preacher 
of the gospel. No one who has not been in lite circuin- 
stiCnces can fully appreciate the worth of such a reception 
and introduction, and among the memories treasured by 
that pastor, few are more fragrant than those of this noble- 
hearted Christian minister ; and few incidents of his life 
bring such tides of grateful feeling as that warm-hearted 
sympathy and peculiarly kind attention, when he moved 
a stranger amid an unknown multitude. No doubt this , 
was but one of many such noble deeds in the life of that 
sainted laborer, now gone to his reward, and this sketch is 
brought as a single sweet flower to be laid upon bis tomb, 
— the offering of a thankful and loving heart, — whiob may 
bring something of pleasure also to the bereaved ones who 

' still look from the earthly shore, through tearful vision, 
to the heavenly city, where they slii^ yet see him in 
glory. "Gbatus." 



/5 
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The American Ouardian,' pnblishpd in Boston and 
Philiulclpbia, contains the following paragrapji : 

DKATB'8 DOINOS IN PHILADXLPBIA. 

t 

"Three very prominent men of this city have dosed 
their earthly labors and entered into their rest The Rer. 
Dr. KennaKJ, of the Baptist denomination, Rev. Dr. Brai- 
nerd, of. the New School Presbyterian Chnreh, and Mat- 
thias Wl Baldi^n, also of the New School Presbytof ians. 

" Dr. Brainerd was called away suddenly. He had been 
the faithful pastor of the ' Old Pi%e Strtet Church' for thirty 
years. Few, perhaps none, of tbQ clwrches in the old 
part of the city, so mingled with its business portion, has 
been as well sustained as this. Dr. Brainerd was always 
engaged in the Master's service, lie has gone, but his 
• works remain." 

The Rev. Hen^V H. Jkssup, missionary in Syria, writes: 

" I have learned with sincere sorrow of the death of 
two of your noblest Christiannjitiiens, Dr. Brainerd and 
M. W.'Baldwin. o 

" The slight aeqaaintance I had with Dr. Brainerd led 
roe to respect and love hiiu. The church of Christ has 
too few of such men." 

Extended notices of Dr. Brainerd's death were repub- 
lished in England, in The Patriot, The C^Mian World, 
The Weitleytth TVtnes, and The Chrittian Wittiest'. These 
, all contained large extracts firom Mr. Barnes' memorial 
s«rmon, extending throngh one and two columns. They 
were headed by an introduction from Bev. James W. 
Massie, D.D., and were probably due to the friendship 
originating in Dr. Massie's visit to the United States in 

lie says: " I have received from a minister at Pbiladel- 
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phia informatioD of Dr. Thomas Brainerd's sudden re- 
moval from earthly scenes. All who knew Dr. Braincrd 
will remnniber bis excellencies and pastgral reputation 
with aflfectionato regard, and mourn the loss bis church 
and family bare suAtained. 

" The Rer. Albert Barnes pronounced the eulogy at his 
interment, and your readers will welcome a few para- 
graphs of what be delivered. I venture to make the 
selection for your columns, believing tbcy may prove 
serviceable for the living, as well as tributary to the 
memory of the dead. " James W. Massie. 

"Oat. lit, 18«».» ■ ■ * 

The above papers were forwarded by Dr« Massie to the 
family of Dr. Brainerd. * 



PRIVATE TRIBUTES. 

PUBLISHED BT CONSENT, 

Trom B«T. }«lui Kaltod. - 

* • * ♦ * "I have seen' enough in the 
doctor's doings, and heard enough of bi% words of wis- 
dom, to fill many pages, if all could but be called up 
again. But while the words and deeds have, in a great 
measure, passed away, the general impressions of his 
character, which they formed, are fixed very definitely 
and deeply in my mind. 

"Among the things that roost deeply impressed me 
were bis love of laboring among, and his deep sympathy 
for the poor, in contrast with those who, having abilities 
like his, wish to be^ found mostly among the rich. 80, 
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too, I was always struck with his Tore for all practical 
workers in doing good ; wit^ his contempt, if I maj use 
that word, fojjall an/bitious preaching, no matter bow elo- 
quent or ingenious, that displayed ,^he preacher rather 
than the Master, and lacked the aim of saving souls. So, 
too, his forgiving spirit; and while ready, when he thougJit 
it needful, to give a sharp rebuke, just as ready to take 
one in a truly Christian spirit. He was broad in all bis 
views and sympathies; in judging, of people, always look- 
ing\)eyond their words and actions to their vfusaning, and 
estimating them, as the Bible does, by that. So also bis 
remarkable love for all Christians without reference to 

* ■ ■ 

their name. 

"If I cherish myself, in any meimure, the sentiments 
above, and if my ministry has been in any way practical, 
it has been owing ranch to the example apd influence of 
Dr. B/aincrd. . 

' " I shall never forget several v^ljr pleattunt rides on 
horseback I had witn the doctor in one of my vacations 
while yiit Montruftl. In one of our rides I. happened to 

' have a Rne-looking horse, but very hard ih the mouth and 
very difficult to bold in. and needing constant watching. 
The doctor was on 'Old Mike,' where all went easy and^ 
smooth. Looking over at me in my effort to keep my fifery 
steed in his place, he said, 'Ah, we just represent the two 
classes in the world ; I have all the comfort and you lave 
all the xhow." 

Trom B«T. OlutfUi Browa. 
* «.* * ««'« * « 

" Dr. Brainerd long retained a grateful sense of favors 
conferred. In 1840, when bis spirits were much depressed 
by the feeble condition of bis body, I furnished him, from 
my diary, an account of my own sufferings when in a 
similar condition, and of my subsequent recovery. This 
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bad BO happy an effect upon his feelings that for ten years 
after we would seldom meet in our weekly associations 
without reference on his part to the benefit ho had derived 
from my communication. And so late as t& year 1865, 
in conversing with my wife, he remarked, ' I was much in* 
debted to your husband, twenty -five years ago, for the 
comfort he then afforded me in^ the season of my despond^ 
ency, occasioned by the loss of health.^ 

" On a certain occasion, when several gentlemen were 
discussing the question, how errors in doctrine and prac- 
tice could best be counteracted, he gave it as his opinion 
that, 'when you are in the mi^orit)r,^vo/e; but when you 
are in the minority, deal in argument.^ 

"A ejergyman having recently preached from Acts, xvl. 
30, ' Sirs, what must I do to be saved V mentioned to the 
doctor the outlines of his sermon. The doctor, by way of 
improvement, said, 'It would be well, in applying that 
subject to the case of an inquiring sinner; to ask him Vhat 
be is willing to do in order to secure the salvation of his 

BQUl.' 

" On another occasion, when somebody was Rfesenting 
rather crude views on the subject of making sermons, the 
dpctor observed, ' It does not necessarily follow that a ser- 
mon is good merely because it is divided under three or 
four heads, and has a few verses of poetry hung on the 
end of it.* 

" Dr. Brainerd's wit was sometimes very keen, aiid sub- 
jects of it were made to smart. On one occasion I was 
made to feel it. But as the joke was so apropos I cannot 
refrain from mentioning it, though it be at my own ex- 
pense. It occurred in the presence of a large number of 
clergymen, one of whom was a colored man, but for the 
moment I had forgotten that he was in the room. The 
subject under discussion was the duty of ministers to ira 
diligent in the exercise of their preaching talents. When 
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mj tnrn CAme to speak, I remarked that I ever made it a • 
point to preach as Ood gave lue ability and opportunity ; 
and that rather than bo silent on the Sabbath-day, I would 
go and preach to a blaci: congrcgntion. This sounded s 
little like condescension on ray^ part, and the doctor kept 
his eye on the expression. After several other persona 
had followed me, the turn came for the colored minister to 
■peak, and he proceeded to express his views in a modest 
way, saying that ho felt the importance of improving the 
opportunitiea.of preaching the gospel to men. The doctor's 
chance bad now come, so he interposed by asking tUb 
speaker, 'Brother — —, would you not be willing to 
preac^ to white people rather than no* preach at all?' 
The tnerriment that followed can ^^e imagined ; yet I 
aincerely,.,joined in the laugh, because it was one of 
the Jinest specimens of pure wit that I ^ave ever wit- 
nessed. - 

"Skftny years ago, when a new Presbjrterian church 
was pnj^^ted in Philadelphia, Dr. Brainei-d was spoken 
to on the expediency of sending some of the members of 
his church ^nto tke enterprise. The persons who pro- 
posed the measure ventured to name sov<i*|l of the more* 
prominent families connected with the doctor's congrega- 
tion as those whose presence and influence were very de- 
sirable for the new undertaking. The doctor admitted 
that it was reasonable to expect that he should consent to 
some of his members going into the enterprise, yet he did 
not quite like the idea of dividing his church 'horizonlally 
to accomplish the thing.' FrOhi this remark it would 
seem that, in adding to the roll of a new church, the 
doctor did not fancy the idea of exscinding from his own 
its talleat members." . , 

W ■■ ■ 
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^' '. Yr«a Iltr. TIitroK Baldi^ ^ - ■■ ^ 

"N«w York, Dm. 10th, 18M. 
' * •'* ** * « * * 

"In common with the very largo circle of friends of 
Dr. Brainerdi I was greatty pained to see the notice of 
bis death in t^e newspapers, and with bis that of his 
grandchildren. Nothing coald have been more nncx- 
pec^d. Bat he who 'docth ail things well' knows when 
to take his chilclfen home ; and, for reasons best Known to 
himself, the time chosen is often, not to say generally, the 
one which we should never have selected. * • * 

" Yoa have exceeding consolation in your sore bereave- 
ment in the character and work of the departed^ as these 
appear on the great field of benevolent and Christian 
pITort, where he vfna so constantand untiring and success- 
ful, and from every part of which have been comjng to 
you such expressions of sympathy, and such testimonials 
as xto the estimation in which Dr. Brainerd was held, as 
must have been exceedingly grateful. Were I to give my, 
individual views, they would be btit a repetition of what 
has l)cen said from so many sources. " 

" My first acquaintance with him, formed oti the great ' 
Western field, soon ripened into iw warm friendship that 
knew no subsequent interruption, and our intercourse here 
at the East only strengthened the bonds then formed. 
There was something about him so frank and genial that 
one could not well come into his presence without feeling 
at once *tbe attracting power of his high social qualities, 
that made his company a pleasure. These qualities ever 
came into full development in our unrestrained intercourse, 
especially under his own roof, and when (as we generally 
were) we were upon that great theme which fired our 
hearts alike, — ^the educational and religious interests of 
the West. 
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" lie lived in a gloriouH period — occupied fields West 
and Kant, wide and various, and adapted to call forth all 
his intellectual, moral, and sdcial power. God owned his 
labors and helped him to do a lilcsi^ed MTork, and then 
took him in the full maturity of bis powers, in the high 

tide of uRcfalncas, in tlio very hour of triumph; 

* * t$ * * «««« 

" His whole life speaks, and hero is your precious con- 
solation. 

♦ « •-' • « ♦ '•* » * . 

" In my report to the Directors of the College Society 
on Lincoln University, I incorporated the larger portion of 
a letter written by Dr. Brainerd, in which ho strongly a(f- 
vocated the, claims of that institution, and which was 
strongly influential with the Board. The vote was unani- 
mous to aid the university." 
^ * • *• *« « «* 



EXTRACTS FROM PRIVATE LETTERS. 

Ftmb Mit. lymaa BcMlwr. 

, "Sept. 7th, 18M. 

, * ♦ * * • •* My past associations with 
Dr. Briiinerd, and the strong affection cherished for him 
by my late husband, which was that of a father for a son 
beloved, had produced a very warm attachment. Ilig 
death, in connection with that of his two grandchildren, 
was a most touching event; and my heart is deeply 
moved for both yourself and daughter in this aorroir. 
My husband used to say, in regard to the death of chil- 
dren, ' Jesa9 Chrivt has tak^n them acnm^lotn, that he may 
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educate thenii and that they should not travel through 
this wilderucss world I' " * * • • • 
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* • • • * " It was my pleasure to form 
the acquaintance of Dr. Brainerd during the session of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, at Pitts- 
burg, in I860. Brought into daily intercourse with him 
in the meetings of the body, I was charmed with the 
brightness of bis intellect; the readiness and facility with 
which he entered into the dispatch of the business which 
claimed bis attention, and with the genial, kind, and 
attractive deportment manifested by hiip upon all ocoll- 
siona. 

"X learned not only to respect and admire him as a 
Christian gentleman, but to love him ; and I feel ^hat in 
his death I have lost a dear and valued friend. 

"ITUMO!!, SepCflh, 1888." ^ 

In a note from Rev. Oeorok Leeds, Rector of St. 
Peter's Church, he says: 

"I have always entertained a sincere respect for Dr. 
BrainercC His uniform courtesy and kindness dn-w me 
toward him, though I had never the pleasure of his inli- 
niute acquaintance. His interest in our venerable parish 
church- was a bond of friendship between bis and many 
hearts. 

" I regretted much that I was not able to be present at 
the funeral solemnities on Saturday, the press about the 
doors not allowing me to enter. I was by the grave, 
however, to join in the last sad offices ; and I felt it was 
fitting as well as soothing then that the familiar sounds of 
the neighboring bell should fall on the ear of the living, 
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and over his resting-place, as he was about to disappear 
from their sight in the shadows of death. ' . 

"It is a myHterious Providence which cuts down man- 
hood in its usefulness ^nd children in the hour of promise; 
but it is a mystery orcr which we hear the words, ' What 
I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know here- 
after.' 
"Aug 30th, i8«e." . 

Troa !•▼. T. >. JtMway, DD. 

[To Ret. Albert Bam El.] 

"ADK.24tb,18SS. . 

" I am greatly distressed to read in the papers the death 
of Dr. Brainerd. I greatly admired Dr. Braiuerd ; his 
whole chacacter and great usefulness in God's church 
drew me toward him ; and, though our intercourse was 
not frequent, I esteemed him as a man of Ood and a 
fellow-worker in hi6 service. Your section of the church 
will feel his loss. 'Help, Lord,' etc. I could not resist 
the desire to say a few words^and to you. May Ood 
raise up Elishas when Elijah is taken I 

" You will bo kind enough to convey to your brethren 
of your Presbytery my sympathies." / 

*' Troa Bev. T. W. I. HryU*. J).D. 

[Aceompiknying a photograph plotora of th« Pemitteeiam Uaio* 
CoNVEiiTioii, held in hU ohuroh, Nuvombor Sth, 1817.] 

Speaking of the " Convention," Dr. WyKe says : 

" How much it is to be regretted that Dr. Brainerd was 
not present His heart would have sympathised thoroughly 
with the proceedings of the Convention. But in his seat 
in glory I doubt not he is aware of what has transpired, 
and rejoices in it Nor can it bo wrong to suppose that 
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his prajrera may arise with those of 'souls under tKie altar,' 
that the people of OoD may be united in holy fellowship, 
flo that the world may know that Jesus has been sent by 
God to be the Saviour of mankind. 

"Feby. 4th, I8fl8." » . ^ *' 

/ '■ '" ■ 

Vna AlwaaJw Whilldin, Xiq. 

, ''SwiTiiRLARb, 8«pt. Idth, 1HSA. 

" What a load of sadness filled our hearts on receipt of 
our last letters and papers from home, a1!nouncing the 
death of Dr. Brainerdl I have thought of him a thou- 
sand times since I bade him good-l)j[^ Can it be that my 
dearest earthly friend is gone ? ho ' with whom I took 
sweet counsel, and so often walked to the house of 0<>d in 
company I' No man lives whose roind was so entirely in 
accord with my own ; and, in the conflict and trouliles of 
life, I am confident we were often Inutually consoled by 
imparting to each other the burdens that oppressed our 
spirits, whether such burdens related to the church, our 
country, or ourselves. It was always a great treat to me 
to bo in his company. I valued his friendship beyond all 
price ; and St my time of life, I feel that my loss is irrep- 
arable. Ho was a man after my own heart, and I can 
think of nothing but my loss. 

' • * • ♦ « " From our stand-point we 
should say he could not be spared by the church and the 
world ; but let us rather bless Ood for the great work bo 
has been enabled to do, and that the world is so much 
better for his having lived in it 

"My old friend seems a part of my very self; our 
fi-iendsblp never waned for an hour during the past thirty 
years ; and his memory is woveu through my life and em- 
balmed in my heart of hearts." ^^ 



PUBLIC AlTD PRIVATS TRtBUTKS. ' 45A 

. By one of those pleuant accidents which frequently 
occur to travelers in a foreign country, Mr. Wliilldin, 
while in Europe, met the family of Lyman U. Lyon, 
Esq., of Lewis County, Now York — friends of Mr. Urai- 
nerd's from early youth. 

Their mutual acquaintance with, ^nd love for Mr. 
Brainerd, became a bond of fellowship between the two 
iiamilies, and tboy together visited Egypt and Palestine. 
After returning home, Mrs. Lyman K. Lyon writes: ' 

",It is amoBg our roost pleasant remembrances and 
usociotions that wo became acquainted with Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander Whilldin, and were fellow-travelers 
through the Iloly Land. 

« 

" I would like to describe our last Sabbath in Palestine. 
Mr. Whilldin had received the memorial sermon of Mr. 
Barnes on the death of Dr. Brainerd. He read it aloud 
to ouf party, assembled in a circle around him. Mr. 
Whilldin's voice was often choked with emotion. Mr. 
Lyoh listened earnestly, while the tears flowed down his 
cheeks.* We hod prnycrs and singing; it was a Sab- 
bath NOT TO BE FOBaOTTBN I" ♦ • * • 

The affection for the dead^ and the livinf.^^ which 
prompted these heart-felt tributes, will forgive the liberty 
of recording thom here. 

• Mr. L. R. Ljron died April 7t(i, 18<». 



